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Nato sounds war alert SSs'Sare- 
as Kosovo talks falter Stsummu 



A C-2 Greyhound being launched from the USS ‘Enterprise Nato has 430 warplanes, including B-52s with cruise missiles, massed on 48-bour standby 


Reuters 


HOPES OF a Kosovo peace deal 
by today’s deadline were fecfing 
last night as diplomats, aid 
workers and peace monitors 
left Yugoslavia, and Slobodan 
Milosevic refused to meet the 
chief mediator the American 
envoy Christopher HflL 

The prospect of imminent 
Nato raids against Serbia is 
looming large. “Nato is ready to 
take whatever measures are 
necessary ... these include air- 
strikes,’' the secretary-general, 
Javier Solana, said. 

Mr Hill went to Belgrade for 
a last-ditch effort to persuade 
the Yugoslav president to allow 
Nato peace-keepers into the 
Serbian province and thus re- 
move the main obstacle to a 
settlement at the RamboniDet 


By Rupert Cornwell 

talks by the deadline of liam 
GMT If Mr Milosevic does not 
relent, strikes against militar y 
targets could be launched in 
days, conceivably hours - a 
message conveyed in a per- 
sonal phone call by the US 
Secretary of State, Madeleine 
Albright, on Thursday. But Mr 
Milosevic showed no sign of 
blinking, telling a Cypriot del- 
egation that Belgrade would not 
give up Kosovo “even if we are 
bombed”. 

While Nato has drawn up 
plans for raids, planners recog- 
nise that conflict with Belgrade 
would be fraught with danger. 
Some 430 warplanes, including 
360 US aircraft - among them 


F-117 Stealth bombers, B-52s 
and B-2 bombers, are massed, 
on 48-hour standby to attack in 
what Nato calls Operation 
Noble Anvfl. The US is sending 
six of the B-52 long-range 
bombers, armed with cruise 
missiles, to the UK But it was 
undear yesterday how quickly 
strikes might be launched. 

Mr Milosevic has tried to ex- 
ploit divisions in the Contact 
Group, and Russia, his tradi- 
tional Mend in the six-nation 
body has been voicing ever 
louder its opposition not only to 
air strikes, but also the pres- 
ence of Nato peace-keepers. 

As Mr Milosevic spoke, the 
brinkmanship intensified, with 
foreign missions in Belgrade 
withdrawing non-essential 


staff Several Western govern- 
ments, including Britain, the US 
and Germany, advised their 
nationals not to go to Yugo- 
slavia, and to leave if they were 
already there. 

At the same time, digni- 
taries including Robin Cock, the 
Foreign Secretary, co-chair- 
man of the conference, which 
started on 6 J^brtiary, were ar- 
riving in Rambouilld for its end 
But an admission of failure 
seemed in store rather than the 
announcement of a deal grant- 
ing Kosovo wide autonomy and 
pyifTmg a yearlong war that hat; 
killed 2,000 and driven 300,000 
people from their homes. 

The best hope last night -but 
not one diplomats were en- 
couraging - seemed some 


“stop- the- clock” formula to 
allow a day or two's extra time 
in the search for a break- 
through. “It looks very tough to 
reach a settlement, but we will 
be making every effort right 
down to the wire,” Mr Cook 
said as be left for Paris, where 
he was to meet his French 
counterpart and conference co- 
chairman, Hubert Vedrine, and 
possibly Mrs Albright 

Closing one possible avenue 
of compromise, the Russian 
mediator, the Deputy Foreign 
Minister Boris Mayoralty denied 
that Russia was trying to win 
overMr Milosevic by offering to 
deploy' its own troops in the 
planned 28.000- strong force. 

Complicating matters fur- 
ther, some negotiators for the 


ethnic Albanians, who consti- 
tute 90 per cent of the popula- 
tion Of KOSOVO, were criti cising 
a deal they had earlier seemed 
to accept Angry at the ab- 
sence of any reference in the 60- 
page final draft agreement to a 
referendum that would lead to 
independence, they accused 
the Western mediators of ex- 
cessively favouring Belgrade. 

If the Albanians balk at the 
deal, punishing Mr Milosevic 
alone would be much harder for 
Nato to justify. But air strikes 
against the guerrilla Kosovo 
Liberation Army are unfeasible. 
All the allies could do would be 
to cut off the supply of arms to 
the KLA, and warn them that 
they are on their own against 
Belgrade. 


, Scientists get the pip over GM tomatoes 



IT COULD turn out to be the 
ultimate GM nightmare for a 
British biotechnology company 

whose employees were pic- 
tured on the front of a nation- 


Zeneca’s Sir Nigel Poole leading the way with GM food 


INSIDE THIS SECTION 


modified tomatoes. 

The photograph in The 
Daily Tdegmph of Dr Nigel 
Poole and colleagues from 
Zeneca Plant Science showed 
the scientists m unching their 
way through whole tomatoes, 
seeds included. Now the com- 
pany is to be reported to the 
Government's health and safe- 
ty watchdog for possible breach 
of toe regulations governing the 
escape of GM organisms into 
the environment 

Officials fear that thp sppds 

of the GM tomatoes could have 
passed straight through the 
digestive systems of toe Zeneca 
staff and germinated in a 


By Steve Connor 
Science Ekfitor 

sewage farm somewhere in 
deepest Berkshire. 

Professor John Beringer, 
chairman of the Advisory Com- 
mittee on Releases to toe En- 
vironment said yesterday that 
he has no option but to report 
Zeneca to the Health and Safe- 
iy Executive (HSE), which is re- 
sponsible for prosecutions 
under the regulations govern- 
ing the containment of GM 
plants and animals . 

“If they were knowingly eat- 
ing the tomatoes including toe 
seeds then they are probably 
bringing about a release to the 
environment” Professor 
Beringer said. “My colleagues 
are imcertam whether it would 
be examined as a breach of the 
containment regulations, or 


whether it would be deemed a 
deliberate release. It's probably 
a breach of containment” 

Dr Poole told toe newspaper 
that over the past 10 years 
about 40 staff at Zeneca have 
eaten fresh GM tomatoes, which 
have not been approved for sale 
in Britain except in a tomato 
puree where the seeds are de- 
stroyed in the process. His wife 
and two grown-up children have 
also been willing guinea pigs. 
“We did it to show confidence in 
our research.” he said. 

When asked whether the 
caption to the photograph was 
correct in describing the team 
eating GM tomatoes. Dr Poole 
said they were in fact ordinary 
tomatoes because there were 
no ripe GM versions around at 
the time. Howeveche confirmed 
that he and his colleagues have 
eaten GM tomatoes and their 
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seeds for many years, the last 
time just before Christmas. 

A gene in Zeneca's GM 
tomato has been altered to 
give it a longer shelf life, al- 
lowing it to be picked when it 
is ripe rather than green. 

The research came out of 
Nottingham University in the 
Eighties and was developed into 
a commercial product by ICI 
Seeds - which later became 
Zeneca - led by Simon Best 
tasinessdevelofxnaitnianagec 

Mr Best was asked in 1989 
whether toe GM tomatoes tast- 
ed nice. He replied that eating 
them was not allowed: “If peo- 
ple swallowed the tomato seeds 
the plants could end up grow- 
ing in a sewage farm some- 
where and this would be an 
unauthorised release of a ge- 
netically engineered organism . n 

Bio-technology, page 4 
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By Andrew Garfield 
Financial Editor 

GORDON BROWN is throwing 
his weight behind calls this 
week by rock stars, headed by 
Bono and David Bowie, and the 
boxing legend Muhammad Ali 
to cancel huge amounts of 
Third World debt. 

The Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer will today appeal lo his 
counterparts among the Group 
of Seven finance ministers to 
slash the burden of poor coun- 
tries' debts by S50bn i£3ibn > by 
the end of the millennium. 

At the G7 meeting in Bonn. 
Mr Brown will table fresh pro- 
posals to speed up aid. He 
wants all the needy countries 
to be on a systematic pro- 
gramme of debt reduction by 
2000. He will also call fora dear 
link between debt relief and aid 
to the poor to ensure that can- 
celled debt repayments are 
channelled into health, educa- 
tion and economic develop- 
ment rather than the pockets 
of self-serving political elites. 

Mr Brown said that he 
would also be renewing his 
call for the International Mon- 
etary Fund to sell some of its 
gold reserves to finance the 
debt relief! It has already been 
proposed that the IMF sell five 
million ounces but Mr Brown 
said he believed that should be 
high er. 

Bona the lead singer of the 
pop group U2, and Mr Ali were 
in Britain earlier this week to 
support Jubilee 2000, a cam- 
paign calling for $371 bn of 
debts owed by the poorest na- 
tions to be cancelled by the end 
of the millennium. 

Ann Pettifor, director of 
Jubilee 2000. said: “The Chan- 
cellor is responding directly to 
Bono and Muhammad Ali and 



Bono: Called for debt relief 


that’s great news. $50bn lo be 
wiped off the debt mountain of 
$371 bn is a good start. But 
there is still a long way to go." 

Ian Bruy, a spokesman for 
Oxfam. which is also involved 
in the campaign, said: “The 
political train is fearing now. 
Politically it is important that 
the Chancellor is putting his 
head on the block." 

He welcomed the Chancel- 
lor linking debt relief to where 
the money is spent. “Debt 
write-off is not an end in itself 
It is kids in schools. Kids that 
get vaccinated, that is the test" 

Mr Brown, speaking yes- 
terday. admitted that the pro- 
posals feU short of the demands 
being made by Mr Ali's cam- 
paign. But he insisted that 
they were “practical mea- 
sure” which had a real chance 
of being implemented. 

He pointed out that recent- 
ly Gerhard Schroder, the Ger- 
man Chancellor, and A1 Gore, 
the US Vice-President, have 
expressed broad support 

Mr Brown and Clare Short 
the Overseas Development 
Minister, wrote this week to the 
World Bank and the IMF urging 
them to back his reforms. 
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was soundly, nakedly, publicly dressed down by a knock-jawed, dark, wrecked beauty 
H ! W of a termagant, who spat invective at me through a mouthful of teeth gone akimbo Jgl 1 

Will Self meets Tracey Emin 

THE BEST-WRITTEN SUNDAY RAPER IN BRITAIN, FEATURING AN WILSON, ALAIN DE BUTTON, SIMON SINGH, DAVID THOMSON, 
JEREMY CLARKE, PETER YORK, JOAN SMITH, GILBERT ADAIR, MICHAEL BYWATER, JOHN MORTIMER AND WALLACE ARNOLD 




‘Sue us’ 
Lawrence 
suspects 
are told 


THE FIVE men accused of the 
racist murder of black teenag- 
er Stephen Lawrence were 
yesterday challenged to back 
their protestations of innocence 
in court. 

The Daily Mai l invited the 
“Lawrence Five" to sue it for 
Kbei after the suspects’ moth- 
ers tookpart in a radio interview 
and claimed their sons were not 
racist or violent and had been 
victimised by the media. 

Hie mothers of David Norris, 
the brothers NeO and Jamie 
A court, Gary Dobson and Luke 
Knight also maintained they 
wanted to sue the Daily Mai Z, 
which had branded the five 
“murderers". TTiey claimed they 
were only proven ted from doing 
so because of lack of funds. 

In response the newspaper 
stated it would “welcome the op- 
portunity to establish the truth 
in a court of law about this ter- 
rible crime'*. 

The interview with Pam 
Knight, Patriria Acourt, Pauline 
Dobson and Theresa Norris 
on the BBC Radio 4 Tbday pro- 
gramme with presenter John 
Humphrys came days before 
Sir William Macpherson pub- 
lishes his report on. the murder 

Under questioning the 
women claimed that the “per- 
secution" oftheirsons was “po-" ‘ 
liticaT. One added: “Our sons 
aren’t racist We take people as 
we find them." When Mr 
Humphrys pointed out that the 
five had been secretly filmed by 
the police Aising the most ap- 
palling racist language and be- 
having in the most appalling 
racist way". One of the women 
explained it away as “bravado”. 

Mr Humphrys asked Mrs 
Acourt about footage which 
showed Neil Acourt “wielding 


By Kim Sengupta. 

Paul McCann 

AND ANDREW BUNCOMBE 

a knife, showing somebody how 
tostababiackman...ifitdidrft 
suggest violence, it's hard to 
imagine what might?" 

She responded* “I don't think 
it suggested violence at all ... 
it was play acting." 

The women refused to say 
where their sons were on the 
night of Stephen's death “be- 
cause of legal reasons". And 
they claimed the men had not 
sued for libel because they had 
been advised by lawyers it 
would cost “at least £500,000”. 

Asked what they would say 
to any lawyer prepared to assist 
with a libel action, one said: 
“Please get in touch." 

In the past however, the 
“Lawrence Five” have done 
their utmost not to answer ques- 
tions about the murder -both at 
the mq iigg t and the inquiiy: 

The' BBC defended the in- 
terview saying the programme 
wanted to hear all sides. 
Humphrys said it had been a 
difficult -one to get right “I 
wanted them to talk and if you 
get a sense ... that by shouting 
and screaming and hanging 
the table they, are not going to 
talk tHen you’d be mad to con- 
duct the interview that way.” 

■ Duwayne Brooks, the man 
with Stephen when died yes- 
terday criticised the portrayal 
of black people in a drama-doc- 
umentary on the crime. “Steve 
and I were made to look like ruf- 
fians, with the sort of street talk 
that we didn't use. How can we 
get rid of stereotyping if people 
like these film-makers haven't 
learnt by now the damage it can 
do?” he said in a statement 
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Dancers in Bradford at yesterday’s launch ofa month-long festival to celebrate 150 years of the culture of one of the city’s main ethnic groups 
- the Irish. Their mass arrival to escape famin e means that at least 60,000 Bradfbrdians can claim Irish ancestry Peter Byrne 


Blairites handed quango jobs 


THE GOVERNMENT is packing 

pew quangos wiffiLabOT sup- 
porter m a ‘tiobs for the boys” 
strategy, similar to the Tbry 
practice which the party criti- 
cised when in Opposition, - . 

More than third of the 103 
members of the new Regional 
Development Agencies have 
direct finks to the Labour party 

In a letter seen by The 
Independent, Sir Jeremy 
Beecham, Labour chairman of 
the Local Government Associ- 
ation has complained of “prob- 
lems of political balance” to the 
Minister for the Regions, 
Richard Cabom. 

In 1995, Tony Blair told 
Labour’s annual conference: 


By Andrew Mullins 
and Paul Waugh 

“It’s time to sweep away the- 
quango state.” In the same' 
.year he pledged ta stop “every- 
thing being run by unaccount- ’ 
able Tory placemen”. 

Gillian Shephard, Tbry 
spokesman on the reg ions, said 
last night: “This is Labour's 
gerr ym a n d er ing of the whole 
system to ensure only their 
voice is heard. It is a denial of 
democracy and the peach of 
hypocrisy on Labour’s part" 

The eight RD As across Eng- 
land have 103 members, of 
which 35 are Labour counci- 
lors, union officials, and people 


BRITAIN TODAY 


who work for Labour-support- 
ing organisations. Two others" 
are Labour lords. This 37 con- 
trasts with the seven Conser- 
vatives and eight Liberal 
Democrats Appointed Afirrthpr 
13 are connected to the Gov- 
ernment by Other ministeri al 
appo intmen ts, many of which 
are paid roles. 

RDAs were established by 
John Prescott’s Department 
of the Environment, Transport 
and the Regions last December 
Each of the agencies has a' 
chairman paid £44,000 a year for 
two days work a week and a 
board of up to 13 members 
paid a salary of £7,000 for two 
days a month. 


The RDAs aim to help re- 
gional-development by raising 


RDA board member. Kevin 
Curran, who Stfsrm the' North 


people'sskfllsaixlnegenerating' East’s RDA, ■ is northern re- 
the social and physical envi- gional secretary of the GMB 
r onment The agencies are union- Other unfonoffidalsare 
. -Jiradjidly £lbtti>£pqbife»>MfcHuChri8tine Wood he^onabseiy 
A possible further Qbn raised retary of TUC Midlands re- 


from business is being allocat- 
ed to attract inward invest- 
ment, notably from the 
European Union. 

Among the RDA chairmen is 
Lord Thomas of Macclesfield, 
ennobled by Labour last yean 
He runs the North West RDA 
and is paid £425 for each of his 
two days a week. Lord Haskins, 
chairman of Northern Fbods 
and a substantial party donor; 
receives £290 per meeting as an 


gion, and James Hunt, 
chair man of the Midlands TUC 
a nd re gional secretary of the 
TGWU. Richard Leese, of Man- 
chester city council, is one of 
the 10 Labour leaders on RDAs. 

The ministry said last night 
that independent assessors 
took part in shortlisting and in- 
terviews. All appointments bad 
been made in accordance with 
guid elin es from the C ommis - 
sioner for PuhSc Appointments. I 


fertiliser 
‘waste of 
money’ 

BY PHILIP POPE 


GARDEN FERTILISERS are a 
waste of money according to a 
study released yesterday. 

Gardening Which? maga- 
zine tested six gardens over a 
period of three years and con- 
cluded that those left alone did 
just as well as those fed with 
artificial fertilisers or organic 
manure. 

The report concluded: 
“Sadly for the fertiliser indus- 
try, our trials have showjYftrat, 
in tile majority of cases, it’s not 
worth bothering to feed your 
gardens at alL” 

Each garden tested includ- 
ed a lawn, bulbs, perennial 
plants, climbers, shrubs, straw- 
berries, vegetables, a rose and 
a dwarf tree. 

Only four of the gardens 
were fed. two with liquid and 
Growmore fertilisers and the 
other two with manure and 
liquid comfrey plant 

After three years the 
Which? gardeners found no 
significant differences between 
the gardens. 

A spokeswoman said: 
“Plants in the fed gardens did 
grow slightly lusher and lawns 
needed cutting more often but 
there were no real advantages 
madding extra nutrients to the 
soiL” 

Additional trials involving 
more than 25,000 plants and 22 
different fertilisers yielded the. 
same results. 

- Afis&n* Ayres? the editor of 
Gardening Which?, said: 
“Ffeedttg is only worthwhile 
for a few greedy crops like cab- 
-bages-and fer-piantfc 'm - con- 
tainers but in the majority of 
cases it is not worth. bothering 
to feed gardens at alL" 

But John Cushnie, a 
frequent panelist on the BBC’s 
Gardeners’ Question Time, • 
said: “I do agree that fertiliser 
is possibly overrated and that 
too much of it is used 

“But the report said that 
plants in the fed gardens were 
lusher and a lovely velvety 
green lawn is what most 
gardeners strive foe.” 
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FORECAST 

Gwwral ttudon Overnight raw will soon dear the south-east to leave much of 
southern England dry with sunny spells, although it wM be cnkler than recently. 

The M*3i & «ds and East fcngtta wilt also have sunny spells, but sh o wers wffl breah 
out later. Wales, northern England and Northern Ireland will be breezy with sun and 
showers, die showers merging mco longer spells of ram latet Scotland will have 
heavy showers, most frequent in the west and turning to snow on the hflh. 
LocNtoo. SE * Cent 5 England: Rain clearing to leave It mostly dry with sunny 
spells, but colder than yesterday with an increasing risk of showers. A moderate 
west to norBHweswty wind. Max temp 8- 10C (46-50f). 

E An* Ha, M fiWwi d vi some early sunshine, but one or two showers later. A moder- 
ate westerly end. Max temp 7-9C <45-48F) 

Oh™ 1 **• S* England, Wiles' Some sunny spells, but breezy with sho w er s 
tns afternoon. A moderate west to north-westerly wind Max temp 7-9C (A 5-481=). 
Gent K, ME NZ « E England. LoJw DM, We of Man: Breezy with sunny spells 
and snowers. the showers becoming more prolonged this afternoon. A fretfi west- 
erly wind Max temp 7-BC (45-4£F). 

NE AS* Scodand. EsBnbargh, M il* Cold and windy Some sunny spells 
for sheltered spots, but shower s el sewhere will become increasingly wine™ A 
sawig westerly wine. Max cempS- 7C J41-45F). 

NW Sc otl a n d. Glasgow, W Mas, N Mo: The occasional early sunny spell 
but coW and bhotwy with showers turning tnereasmgiy wintry. A strong to rale 
farce westerly wind Max temp 4-7C (3W5F) « K* 1 

N inland: Seme sunfiwre. buc breezy with showers becoming more frequent and 
prolonged later in the afternoon, a fresh westerly wind Max remp 6-9C {43-4BF]. 

OUTLOOK 

Most areas will be as risk from showers on 5unday accompanied by a brisk and 
COW wind, the showers mostly raping as snow In Scotland. Sheltered eastern 
parts Should see some sunshine. The north-west wind will maeasc on Monday, 
bnnging heavy wintry showers further sooth. rr-onoay. 
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Rain or 
shine. .. 

HEAVY SNOWFALL and the 
danger of avalanches closed 
the Gotthard Tunnel in 
Switzerland, a key north-south 
route through the Alps, and 
some 500 people were evacu- 
ated from their exposed 
homes yesterday. 

Some 450 trucks were 
backed up on the north side of 
the tunnel which is expected 
to reopen today. Several re- 
mote mountain villages, in- 
duding resorts in Grindetwald 
and Adelboden, were cut off 
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Robin Page and his Inrcbei; Bramble: 1 am very upset at the way the rural culture has been sidelined. It's almost urban colonialism* Tom Pilston 

One man, his dog, and a crusade 
against the mandarins of the BBC 


ROBIN PAGE meets me at the 
door of his farm cottage in the 
village of Barton, in Cam- 
bridgeshire, and explodes. “This 
is the first minute of peace I’ve 
had this week.” As if on queue, 
the phone rings. It’s Shy Tele- 
vision. He apologises but the 
phone rings again anyway. 

The, frenzy, began, earlier , 
this week after Mr Page 
launched his campaign to save 
the BBC sheepdog prog ram me- 
One Mfm rmdh&Dog. Hehas- 
presented the programme for 
five years. 

“Even German television 
want an interview," he says. 
“You know, ‘One Man and his 
HuntT ." One oftbe many phone 
calls during the interview was 
to tell Mr Page that the cam- 


by Ann treneman 

paign has now attracted 2,483 
letters. “Holy Camels!" he says. 

Outrage is an overused word 
but it is absolutely the right one 
to describe how Mr Page feels 
about the BBC. He soys that 
cancelling the programme is a 
slur against the country, rural 
England, a way of life. 

“There is an immense prej- 
udice against country people. If . 
you*vegota x^ral accent, peo-v. 
pic think yon are thick. People 
think we are semiliterate." 

Sky is interested in getting 
the programme, though no deal 
has been done This news made 
the front page of The Sun yes- 
terday. “Now this was a fifelong 
ambition,” he says, pointing to 


the stay and a small picture of 
himself on the front “Tm just 
extremely sorry that you can't 
see my nipples.” He would pre- 
fer the programme to stay 011 
the BBC though he is hardly 
diplomatic “You know Fm a bit 
worried that the BBC man- 
agement may be genetically 
modified,” he says. What does 
he mean? “They have such an 
elitist view of the world.” i 
- Mr Page is a 55-year-old 
bumfle of energy and increjfib^D. 
amiable. He may be angry but 
he is also joDy and so manages 
to be friendly about it He is so 
busy that he is having trouble 
finding time to get married. 
“I've been engaged for two 
years," he says. He Is a farmer; 
a writer; a broadcaster and the 


founder of an environmental 

fa rming o rganisation called the 

Countryside Restoration Tiust 
But when I ask him how he 
would describe himself he says: 
“An English peasant” He is se- 
rious about this and says 
Wht Tyler the leader of the 
Peasants’ Revolt, is a hero. 

■ But what does it mean? "It 
means that I consider myself 
very ordinary: My boots and my 
heart are in the country. I am 
jaeryupseta t t h eway the rural : 
culture has been sidelined. It’s 
almost urban colonialism.” 

He stood as a Referendum 
Party candidate as a move 
against the Common Agricul- 
tural Policy and says that he is 
now disenfranchised. 

The Tbries were awful, he 


says, and New Labour is in the 
same trough. He has asked six 
ministers down to see the work 
that is being done by the 
Restoration Thist Two turned 
him down and four never both- 
ered to reply. “The countryside 
is in crisis,” he says. ‘There are 
so many issues - genetically 
modified food, the closure of 
abattoirs, the fall in prices." 
He says farming is in its worst 
crisis for 70 years. 

•- At this point, a bundle ofhair 
walks shakily into the study. 
This is Bramble, a 16-year-old 
lurcher with confusingly long 
locks. Mr Page confirms that 
Bramble has some terrier in 
her too. “The idea was to cre- 
ate a dog that looks like a 
miniature deerhound," he says. 


He's had four collie sheepdogs 
but three were killed on the 
roads and the loss of the last 
one was too heartbreaking to 
get another 

He was born next door (bis 
sister lives there now). “So I've 
only travelled 10 feet m my life." 
he says. His grandfather left 
school at 18 to become a shep- 
herd boy and went on to train 
as a butcher. -In the end he 
owned four shops and bought 
the 113-acre ferm in 1925. Mr 
Page has beef cattle, hens, 
cereal crops and 23 sheep 
"because I like them". 

Other obsessions include 
cricket, wildlife and Africa. His 
conversation is wildly unpre- 
dictable. At one point he was 
talking of going to Australia for 


“ Abandon this asset? You would have to be barking 





‘One Man and his Dog': The BBC have got rid of a precious gem 


SO, FARMER Birt and his loyal 
shepherds Yentob and Salmon 
have pursed their Ups and 
blown time, after 23 glorious 
years, of One Mon And His 
Dog. 

You’d think they would have 
built up the spectacle of sheep- 
dog trialling so that when crit- 
ics made remarks to the effect 
that the BBC no longer seems 
committed to sport- having lost 
the FA Cup Final and Test 
cricket, not to mention the 
unsociable scheduling of Match 
qf the Day - they would have 
been able to sax “Ah, but we still 
have One Mon And His Dog .” 

While ITVs Gladiators 
made heroes of Jet, Hunter and 
Saracen, who were tough, nim- 
We and quick-thinking, BBC2’s 



BRIAN VINER 

One Man And His Dog also 
made heroes of Jet, Hunter and 
Saracen. And they were more 
than tough, nimble and quick- 
thinking They had really bad 
breath, too. 

In 1994, Robin Page filled the 
capacious wellies of the leg- 


endary presenter FM Drabble, 
and had that slightly in-bred 
look which suited the pro- 
gramme perfectly. It makes 
my heart sing to know that Rage 
now plans to take sheepdog 
trialling to Sky. where it de- 
serves to become a bulwark of 
pay-per-view TV alongside 
cham pio nship boxing. 

Latterly, Page had a won- 
derful foil in the commentator 
Gus Dermody who bore com- 
parison with the likes of John 
Morrison and B3I McLaren. 
In feet, he was arguably an even 
finer commentator for it is a rel- 
atively simple matter to excite 
viewers when a great goal or try 
is scored, but it takes some 
doing to get pulses racing with 
“And all seven sheep are safe- 


ly off the trailer and down to- 
wards the shedding ring." 

Dermody considered it very 
non-ewe to get too frenzied. He 
delivered his commentary flat- 
ly. without the shrieking 
hyperbole of a Murray Walker, 
in fact without the shrieking 
hyperbole of a speaking clock. 

“And Sid’s away to the right, 
Sid’s going quite square, Sid’s 
working them well" I recall him , 
saying one week of the eventual 
winning dog. 

Every word carried the con- i 
viction that sheepdog trialling 
is the noblest and most thrilling 
pursuit known to man. And he 
may have been right. In which 
case. BBC executives have got 
rid of one of their greatest 
assets. They must be barking. 


Never 
forget: 
an ass 
is a 

donkey 

BY STEVE BOGG.V.N 


n-’YDL'K name is Ifeiiny. change 
it. If your name is Randolph, 
don’t .shorten it. ;\nd for good- 
ness sake, always remember 
that an ass is a dunkey 

This is the latest advice to 
American executives whose 
career paths lead across the 
pond to Britain, a country with 
cold weather and warm beer, 
where cowboys are "du«ig> 
builders” and Indians “near 
turbans, not feathers” 

It caused amusement this 
week at the American ml com 
paay Amoco when, m the inmi 
of a 50- point checklist entitled 
“Things you need to know 
about working lor a British 
company”, it was passed 
among stall 

“Power lunches and wnriong 
breakfasts wilt be replaced by 
elevenses and tea breaks” it 
warns, adding. “Offices will be 
12 ft x Gfl for executives, Sft x jft 
for senior managers. Everyone 
else will be shoehomed into a 
small npen-plnn space. It will 
not be air-conditioned ” 

Ihldng a snipe at the Great 
British workplace -in a manner 
that could haw been written by 
a Brit - the list warns: “The 
company jet will be replaced by 
the company bike. Companv 


the cricket when he says that 
he met a lesbian separatist 
there who has started a wildlife 
refuge for female animals only. 
No males allowed. “So if you’re 
a poor tittle male fruit bat and 
you fall out of tree into that 
refuge, you’re in big trouble.” 
But then he is serious again 
as he gathers up Bramble and 
his shepherd’s crook for the 
photograph. “Yes I am a happy 
person but I am also desper- 
ately sad at the same time 
about what is happening to 
what I regard as my people -if 
that doesn't sound too much 
like Billy Graham.” Then the 
phone rang and a television 
crew arrived It’s been a bizarre 
day, said Mr Page. Not, I j 
suspect, the last one. 



No 46: Nobody likes Ffergie 

cars will be similar in size to a 
shoebox and will have an engine 
with the power output of a 
hairdryer. Fbod portions in the 
company canteen will be large 
enough to feed a small pygmy. 
The restaurant will serve spot- 
ted dick at least twice a week.” 

Bemused executives are 
told “Giggling uncontrollably at 
toilet humour and words like 
‘bottom’ is normal behaviour. 
And even when talking about 
dancing, seabirds, tobacco or 
hairdos, never use the word 
‘shag’.” 

There is the usual complaint 
that “cold drinks will be served 
with a maximum or two ice- 
cubes. which will not be re- 
newable. Cold drinks will not be 
renewable either." 

Most complaints will ring 
true to the British worker - “The 
company's social club's sports 
activities will be cricket, darts 
and football hooliganism.” 

Three other pieces of advice, 
however, may not. ftrint num- 
ber 46 states: “Nobody likes F^r- 
gie. At all." No 47: “Nobody 
ever did." No 48: “Or ever will." 

Latching on to a typical pre- 
occupation with un-PC office 
practices, the advice adds. 
“The company newspaper will 
have a photo of a semi- naked 
woman on page three and lots 
of juicy articles about who 
laid the receptionist is 
bonking." 
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Sainsbury used China trip 
to promote biotechnology 


LO RD SAINSBURY of Turvffle 
promoted biotechnology on an 

n ffirial v isit to Gfiina anri SOUth 

Korea less than two months 
after he joined the Govern- 
ment, it was revealed last night 
The Ttede and I n dustry min- 
isten who has substantial 
interests in biotechnology com- 
panies and who has denied 
taking part in official discus- 
sions of GM food policy, 

immediately ramp imrier f regh 

pressure to resign. 

During the trip, last Sep- 
tember, the minister visited 
the Institute of Plant Physiol- 
ogy in Shanghai and witnessed 
an accord between the Biotech- 
nology and Biological Sciences 


Farmer 
sows 
seeds of 
change 


By Charles Arthur 
T echnology Editor 


ROBERT APPEL has one prin- 
cipal worry about being the 
first person to grow soya beans 
commercially in Britain. 

‘‘We're terrified that some 
load of eco-protesters are going 
to drive along the road, see 
these plants and think they're 
a load of these Frankenstein 
things,” he said. 

“So we’re thinking qflabeflmg 
them to point out that this is not 
genetically modified. It’s just 
soya. And it’s the first time any- 
one has grown it in this country” 

Amidst the furore about GM 
crops and foods in the past 
week, the fact that nobody 
grows soya in the UK has gone 
largely unreported. Certainly, 
few people have asked why it is 
the United States which is the 
primary source for soya - and 
hence responsible tor the in- 
troduction of GM elements into 
foods such as cakes, biscuits 
and bread in British shops. 

“The reason is that before 
now nobody bad bred a strain 
of soya which would grow this 
far from the Equator,” said Mr 
Appel, who is managing direc- 
tor of his own seed firm, based 
in Waltham Chase. Hampshire. 

Soya beans are an East Aaan 
plant which has been cultivated 
in China for about 1,000 years 

and was brought to America and 

Europe in the 19th century. 
Today, the US grows more than 
half of toe world’s crop. 


BY FRAN ABRAMS 
Westminster Correspondent 

Research Council CBB5RQ 
and its counterpart in Korea. 

The research council is 
organising a follow-up trip 
winch will receive sponsorship 
from the Foreign Office. 

The revelation came at the 
end of a week in which Lord 
Sainsbury faced almost daOy 
revelations about his finks with 
the biotechnology industry. He 
has said he will stand aside 
from, policy decisions on the 
issue but he does sit on a Cab- 
inet sub-committee on the 
issue. Ris shares in the indus- 
try are being held in trust 


Lord Sainsbury has been a 
long-term enthusiast for the 
genetic modification of plants, 
and has funded research witte 
subject, as well as owning com- 
panies which hope to exploit the 
technology commercially. 

Hscfaari&tteGatste foun- 
dation, funds the transfer of 
biotechnology to developing 
countries, along with the 
BBSRC and other bodies. 

■Hie chief executive of the 
BBSRC, Rob Baket; accompa- 
nied the minister to the for 
East and described the trip in 
the council's newsletter 

“The rnmic terial (fisCUSSIO nS 

were an important milestone in 
UK links with Korea ... During 


the visit I signed an agree- 
ment with the Korean Institute 
for Biosdence and Biotechno!- 
ogy to encourage collaborative 
links- Biotechnology was an 
important feature of the min- 
isterial meeting” be wrote. 

Both Friends of the Earth 
and the Conservative trade 
and industry spokesman, John 
Redwood, who have formed an 
imu.guai fliHanc* on the issue, 
condemned Lord Sainsbury’s 
involvement in the trip. 

Charles Secrett, executive 
director of Friends of the Earth, 
said foil details of the trip 
should be revealed. 

“In particular we need to 
know whether and when GM 


£ood and crops were discussed. 
Did Lord Sainsbury run out of 

toe door whenever toe subject 
pjim up? The visit may be yet 
further evidence of an apparent 
conflict, of interest Lord Sains- 
burymayte the right man, but 
he is certainly in the wrong job” 
he said. Mr Secrett has written 
to Tony Blair asking for more 

details of the visit 
Mr Redwood said the min- 
ister was in “a ridiculously em- 
barrassing position.” 

“I remember bong told that 
Lord Sainsbury took no part in 

discussions on GM food. Now 
we see that he went, at toe tax- 
payers’ expense, to China to 
promote and discuss biotech- 


nology. How could he have 
avoided discussing GM food 
ojx such a trip?” he asked. 

A spokesman for the 
Department of Trade and 
Industry said there was no 
conflict of interest Hie trip 

was to promote all types of sci- 
ence. “When it comes to mak- 
ing policy decisions which have 
a bearing on his interests that 

is when he feels toe need to 
stand aside. 

“That has only happened 
once, on 3 February at the 
biotechnology cross-depart- 
mental meeting. There is 
absolutely nothing which con- 
flicts with Lord Sainsbury's 
stance on this.” he said. 





Robert Appel prepares to sow the seeds of a revolution with the first soya crop to be planted in Britain 


“Now a team in Finland has 
managed to produce a strain 
which wfll grow above 52 de- 
grees north and below 52 south 
of toe Equator,” explained Mr 
AppeL “We have been test- 
growing it in New Zealand, and 
in spring we will start sowing 
it here.” 


He is keen to emphasise that 
no genetic engineering was in- 
volved in producing toe new 
strain. ‘Tfe have talked to a num- 
ber of food manufacturers and 
chicken and turkey producers. 
And the fact is that the first of 
those white meat producers 
who can go and say that their an- 


imals are fed on nan-GM soya 
is going to get a ton of business.” 
Certainly aity food processor 
or manufacturer trying to guar- 
antee that soya bought from the 
US will not contain DNA from 
Monsanto’s GM “Roundup 
Ready” soya, which is resistant 
to its Roundup herbicide, faces 


a tough task. Earlier this week, 
Linda McCartney sausages and 
Iceland products have been 
shown to contain at least traces 
of toe Monsanto DNA “I would 
doubt anyone's claims to have 
sourced non-GM soya from toe 
US,” said Mr AppeL 
But can he be sure that 


Russell Sack 

British-grown soya wfll compete 
on jnice with the enormous 
American producers, who farm 
thousands of hectares and ship 
in bulk? 

“Oh yes, absolutely'' he said. 
“It will get a subsidy from Brus- 
sels^ It £=dls under toe same cat- 
egory as oilseed rape.” 


Rest of world eats 
up without a fuss 


After BSE. pubHc opinion is 
Karoenmg ogvfnst GM craps, 
and shoppers are *wr> of foods- 
G ove rn me n t ts reluctantly being 
more open about criticisms 


the Green movement has 
tapped Germans' (fistfke of any 
meddBng with their food or Its 
contents. Government is 
handcuffed by Brussels rules 


A division n! Forte Hotels 


THE BRITISH debate about ge- 
netically modified iGM) crops 
and food is echoed around 
much of Europe, as is the waxy 
attitude towards them. But fur- 
ther afield, and especially in 
crucial countries such as toe 
United States. Russia and 
China, toe planting of trans- 
genic crops is going ahead al- 
most without raising any 
interest among the public. 

The US spearheaded toe 
wide-scale commercial planti- 
ng of GM crops for eating with 
Calgene’s Ffovr Savr tomato, 
modified to keep fresh longer. 
American shoppers hardly no- 
ticed. and they have largely re- 
mained indifferent through the 
latest rows in Europe. That at- 
titude was apparent in US cov- 
erage of this week's events in 
Britain: television reports 
showed the sacks of GM soya 
deposited outside Downing 
Street on Thursday, and their 
reporters treated it like the 
British view of a French form- 
ers' protest: old-fashioned, 
wasteful slightly comic and. 
when all's said and done, futile. 

Certainly China has wel- 
comed transgenfocrops in its ef- 
forts to raise the harvestThere 
is no mechanism forpeople to 
object - even if toe underlying 
issues were explained to them. 
In Brazil, some formers grow 
fumo louco - “crazy tobacco” 
goietically engineered fay an 
American tobacco company to 
generate more nicotine. The 
shipment of the seeds to Brazil 
in 1983 broke US export laws, but 
the genie is out of the bottle: 
about half Brazil's tobacco ex- 
ports are now from GM plants. 

Similarly modified potatoes 


By Charles Arthur 
and Mary pejevsky 

have been grown in Russia to 
tty to withstand unfavourable 
elements and parasites. 

Speaking last year at the 
Warid forming Congress in Mqy 
Graham Blight of toe 
International Federation of Agri- 
cultural Producers, said: “Peo- 
ple must realise that these GM 
(plants] are going to be part and 
pared of agriculture produc- 
tion. There's something like 
$18ba 1E1L25 bn] worth of crops 
grown in the world from genet- 
ically engineered products.” 

But there is strong opposi- 
tion Ihdfo is figbtmgto by to pre- 
vent companies like Monsanto 
from selling GM seeds to its 
formers without careful regu- 
lation. Its fear is both that an- 
dent forms of agriculture wfll be 
destroyed by modern practices, 
and that onerous contracts will 
reduce their formas to penury 

Within Europe, Austria has 
repeatedly attempted to stymie 
the European Commission’s 
attempts to license GM crops 
by exploiting toe labyrinthine 
approvals process, unde - which 
novel crops and foods have to 
be shown to have no harmful ef- 
fects and to bare benefits over 
those they might replace. 

“Austtia was the first country 
to react strongly bade in 1995 or 
1996,” said Doug ftin; a cam- 
paigner for Greenpeace. “It cul- 
minated in a •peoples' vote’ ... 
in 1997, which came out against 
GM crops.” But Austria's at- 
tempt at opposition have been 
steamrollered by Brussels, 
which has the legal process on 
its side. In Germaqy opinion 


does not flavour GM foods either; 
and in the past few years there 
has been a strong shift to organic 
foods mirroring that in Britain. 

“Polling tends to suggest that 
... people have become more 
sceptical,” said Mr Parc “Even 
Monsanto’s attempts, where 
last year it spent Elm on an ad- 
vertising campaign, in Britain, 
and found at the end that GM 
products were less rather than 
more popular, reflect that” 

Vet while the GM debate has 
raged in Britain this week, no- 
body thought to *Hanir the 
people and government of 
France. It is due to them that 
commercial growing of such 
crops has not begun already 

The reason is, once more, toe 
European approvals process. 
Plant Genetic Systems (PGS) 
was the first company to apply 
for commercial growing of a 
crop, GM oilseed rape. In 1995 
it chose France as the test 
venue for the tests on human 
and animal food tolerance. 

Every other country has 
now approved the crop. But in 
November 1997, amidk public 
uproar that GM soya from the 
US was invading its foodstuffs, 
France imposed a moratorium 
on GM crops. Without France’s 
approval PGS cannot get a li- 
cence for growing. And nor 
can any other company's oops. 

“The whole moratorium pro- 
posed this week by the British 
government on commercial 
planting is actually meaning- 
less,” explained Mr Parc “Until 
France approves toe PGS 
plant, no tiling can happen.” 
Somehow, that fact has es- 
caped the feet packs sent out to 
Labour MPs this week. 








science and government testers. 
GM soya, tomatoes and cotton 
are grown Freely, often for 
oaxxt toother courttnes 


imposed two-year moratorium 
on commercial crops in 
Noventoer 1997. scaMrw 
approvals process for GM crops 
in Europe - mcluOmg Britain 


Mu 


Both the public and government 
have done as much as possible 
to slow introduction of GM 
oops in Europe, but have had 
toghie in co EU regulations 
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7 k ' ; 


Half the robaoco crop is 
transgenic plants which mahe 
twice as much ntodne - the 
result of a secret, illegal rest by 
an American company 


c omm e rci ally Government-, 
growing crops'* Public 


Public and government strongly 
■g“’ e bc Imperialism* on 
farms. Resisting seed firms' 
attempts to Starr tests, claiming 
they threaten years of history 


Early tests are underway of GM 
tuoers and ocher staples which 
are resistant to widespread 1 
pests. People would rather eat i 
than no hungry on principles 


Government is pushing tests to 
produre higher yWdsTrom GM 
rice and staples, to cope with 
growing population and food 
Oemand from indifferent public 


Only applicable to cardholders with an interest ra te linked rod* UK dorms Banks' Base FU« (Base R 2Xe] 

Notice to Cardholders of 
Interest Change 


Due co the change in Base Rate from 
6.00% to 550%, vour RBS Advanta 
Card interest rate for Purchases and 
Cash Advances will be amended 
accordingly from the first day of next- 
month. Your interest rate margin 


0345 


over Base Rate remains constant. 
Condition 5 of your RBS Advanta 
Card Conditions of Use is varied 
accordingly. If you have any questions 
about this change, please call our 
Customer Service Centre on: 


(calls charged at local rate.) 

RBS ADVANTA 

Repgmd in Sctnknd No 








! j Sjz> 






THE INDEPENDENT 

Saturday 20 February 1399 


HOME NEWS/5 


■ *• — « t C\ 
“CN 

. ’• 1 l4S<, .lOfcj 




: m 

■is: v ^ 

• vr:-* J3 


• ■ V • '"’Wt 


M 3 


mm 




Students 

revolt 

against 
the NUS 


A ROW hag erupted betu reea th e 
National Union of Studertfs and 
the University of Leeds news- 
paper; Leeds Student, which 
this week called for a nation- 
wide campaign to oust the New 
Labour “cabal'’ from the NUS 
leadership. Its front-page story 
was headlined: “Cowardly 
cronies facing fierce rebellion-” 
The source of the row is 
V simmering anger over the Uni- 
versity’s membership of the 
Union. Some students this for- 
mer alma mater of the Home 
Secretary, Jack Straw, beKeve 
they would be better off outside 
the organisation. 

Leeds is not alone. The Uni- 
versity of Manchester Insti- 
tute of Science and Technology 
disaffiliated from the NUS lat*» 
last year; Birmingham Uni- 
versity students called a refer- 
endum on the issue last month, 
and students at Newcastle Uni- 
versity are voting nest month 
on whether to tifcaffiiiafA 
The national body is viewed 
by some as, at best, an irrele- 
vance and at worst a training 
ground for New Labour MPs. 
They argue that more should be 
done about undergraduate tu- 
ition fees and the abolition of 
grants. 

The last three presidents of 
the NUS, Stephen Ttoig& Lorna 
Fitzsimmons and Jim Murphy, 
^vbosetwoyear periods in office 
collectively lastei from 1990 to 
1996, are all now Labour MPs. 
Thevor Phillips, the broadcast- 
er and London mayoral candi- 
date, is also a former NUS 
president, as are David 
Aaronovitch, the broadcaster 
and Independent columnist 
And as student apathy deep- 
ens, the activists who remain 
are concerned that the mice.. 

• radical NUS is beingused asa - ■ 
springboard for New Labour, 
zealots scared to remonstrate 
with the govern ment ' . 

“The NuS tiucfiecffhe issue 
of tuition fees.” says Helen As- 
pell, the chief finance officer of 
Leeds Student Union, which, 
with 25,000 members, is among 
the country's largest “The ex- 
ecutive has plenty of consulta- 
tion with Mfllhank, and there’s 
a feeling that if you make it in 
the NUS, the Labour party will 
f* look after you. 

“The executive should stop 
playing around with their po- 


BY DAgnjS SANA! 

titical careers and get out and 
show students it can do some- 
tfaing for them, "says Ms Aspefl, 
who is running to be NUS trea- 
surer next month. 

Helen Russell, the West 
Yorkshire convener for the 
NUS, says the national union 
was more active when the Con- 
servatives were in power de- 
spite Labour’s introduction of 
fees. “It’s just become a train- 
ing ground for Labour MPs,” 
she says, “it’s the student arm 
of the Labour Party.” 

Andrew Fakes, the current 
NUS president, denies the al- 
legations. “Those making them 
are generally my political op- 
position, 7 ’ he says. NUS officials 
also point out that the most vo- 


from the “loony fringe” of the 
Socialist Workers’ Parly. 

But the view of the NUS as 
a kind of New Labour Komso- 
mol is particularly disturbing as 
it conies at a time when there 
is one issue - tuition fees - 
which could unite students 
across the countzy. 

There is genuine concern, 
among students from all back- 
grounds, that future students ; 
will either be confined to the 
Golf-and-Nokia set that 
abounds in Leeds, or be too 
poor to bother about anything 
except surviving. “This is the 
time we realty need an active 

national union, whatever OUT 

politics,” says Ms RusselL It 
would also appear to be a time 
students need to have more to 
choose from than an apathetic 
silence or the SWP 
Alex Gubbay, editor of Leeds 
Student magazine, says: “The 
NUS executive is fighting its 
own-private agenda; it should 
be supporting!^ education for 
students. /Students are com- 
pletely infr^jr^CTtedby.their 
nat io nal union.” 

Susie Wallace, a 2l-year-old 
final-year physics student at the 
University of Leeds, says: 
“Most of rpy friends back home 
in Northern Ireland won’t go to 
uni v ersity because they cant af- 
ford it The NUS doesn’t seem 
to have organised anything 
against tuition fees, and it’s 
ridiculous, because it means 
only the rich can come to uni- 
versities-” 





Infant pupils 
may be set 
60 objectives 





CHILDREN SHOULD meet a 
series of goals in the “Three- 
Rs” by the end of their first year 
at school, under proposed gov- 
ernment guidelines published 
yesterday. 

More than 60 aims - includ- 
ing in writing, reading and 
mathematics -are laid out in a 

new “foundation stage" cur- 
riculum to guide children from 
the age of three to the end of 
their “reception year" (usual- 
ly at age five). 

The guidelines, which are a 
more specific version of earli- 
er “desirable outcomes" for 
nursery schools and reception 

classes, are designed to provide 

children with solid basics before 
they start the full national cur- 
riculum in school Some are 
aimed at children’s social de- 
velopment morals such as the 
difference between right and 
wrong, forming relationships, 
working in groups and being 
able to concentrate. But there 
are also specific and numerous 
lEnals in English and maths. 

In ffri glish- the aims include 
Unking letters and sounds, 

naming all the letters of the al- 
phabet and showing under- 
standing of the main elements 
of stories. They should also be 
able to find information in non- 
fiction texts to answer ques- 
tions such as “where, who, how 

and why” ... Aao 
Aims for writing includes 
holding a penal correctly and 

beingaWe to write their names, 

simple words and sentences. 
jwms for mathematics m- 


BY BEN RUSSELL 
Education Correspondent 

dude being able to count to 10, 
recognise simple patterns and 
use concepts like “greater 
than" or heavier and lighten 

Margaret Hodge, the minis- 
ter in charge of early years ed- 
ucation, said the reform “will 
help develop the key skills for 
learning, such as listening, 
speaking confidence with num- 
bers, concentration, persis- 
tence and-co-operation”. 

She said it was important to 
have dear goals for earty edu- 
cation. “Wfe are modernising the 
eartyyears.'Wfeneedto bring to- 
gether play care and education 
in a structured and rigorous 
way which is appropriate to the 
age of the chfld.” 

But Nigel de Gruchy, gener- 
al secretary of the National 
Association of Schoolmasters 
Union of Women Teachers, 
s a i d the guidelines were “over 
the top" 

He said: “Not even old Joe 
Stalin was as prescriptive as 
this. The brightest children 
from the pushiest families will 
be able to cope, but there are 
some children who are not 
ready for this sort of thing”. 

Dr Nick Tate, chief executive 
of the Qualifications and Cur- 
riculum Authority, which drew 

up the proposals, said “The pro- 
posals... set out high expecta- 
tions whilst reflecting the 
particular needs of very young 
children as they make their 
transition from home to school” 



Radical to Mainstream 



STEPHEN TWIGG 
NUS president 1990- 
1992 

MP for Enfield 

Ttvigg. 3 1 . a graduate of 
Balliol. Oxford, seen as a 
model Blairite. Grandly 
ousted Michael Portillo 
from Enfield in 1997. 


TREVOR PHILLIPS 
NUS president 1978- 
1980 

Broadcaster Phillips. 44, 
Imperial College, London, 
graduate and prospective 
mayoral candidate for 
London. Peiet Mandelson 
was his best man 





Unhappy with NUS: Editor Alex Gubbay (right) with Lola Almudevar (left). Sian Martin and Susie Wallace 


LORNA FITZS1MONS 
NUS president 1992- 
1994 

MP for Rochdale 

Fitzsimons. 31. graduate 
of Loughborough College, 
is very much a member of 
Labour's new model army. 


JIM MURPHY 

NUS president 1994- 

1996 

MP for Eastwood 

Murphy. 31. Strathclyde 
University graduate 
Marginally the least 
"New- of the three MPs. 
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Acid leaks on 
to protected 
marshland 
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ANTI-POLLUTION TEAMS from 
the Environment Agency and 
English Nature were striving 
last night to contain a major 
leak of industrial add onto a 
protected marshland which is 
a haven ibr wild birds. 

A large amount of hydro- 
chloric add was discharged 
onto Greenabelia marsh on 
Teesside from a factory be- 
longing to Tioxide, an I Cl sub- 
sidiary, which makes titanium 
dioxide, an ingredient of cos- 
metics. The marsh is part of tbe 
Tees and Hartlepool Foreshore 
and Wetlands Site of Special Sd- 
entific Interest, a network of 
pools, marsh and mudflats in 
the Tees estuary a major win- 
tering place tor wading birds. 

Greenabelia marsh is an im- 
portant haven for birds such as 
the curlew; redshank, teal and 
shelduck. It was feared the 
local invertebrate life, the 
shrimps, molluscs and worms 
on which the birds feed, could 
become contaminated with the 


BY Michael McCarthy 
Environment Correspondent 

acid and put die birds them- 
selves at severe risk. 

The add is believed to have 
leaked into a stormwater drain 
and so out onto the marshland, 
which Tioxide owns. 

The company itself discov- 
ered the leak and alerted the 
Environment Agency, whose 
officers spent yesterday 
supervising the pumping of 
seawater onto the marsh, 
which by last night was suc- 
cessfully diluting the spflL 

The work will go on over the 
weekend until the water aridity 
level returns to normal. 

Steve Hardy of the Environ- 
ment Agency said it was one of 
the worst incidents he had 
attended. “The water was as 
acidic as you can get,” he said. 

Yesterday afternoon the first 
signs of dead invertebrates 
were seen but no dead birds 
had been found. 


& 




In the shadow of the Tioxide chemical works on Teesside* an ecologist examines the damage dime to m a rsh land by a spill of hydrochloric acid 


Carl Rutherford 





Police to 
scrap 
999 call 
targets 


A POLICE force is to abolish set 
time targets for responding to 
emergency 999 calls after its 
chief constable condemned 
them as “misleading and 
dangerous”. 

The targets will be dropped 
in Sussexfrom April afteritwas 
revealed that there were almost 
two crashes involving police 
cars every day, with a Signifi- 
cant n umb er taking pfecedur- ’• 
ing emergency call-outs. 

Paul Whitehouse, the Chief 
Constable of Sussex, said that 
the targets, which are moni- 
tored by tbe Audit Commission 
- which considers them a key 
factor in making forces more 
accountable - put tbe public 
and officers at risk. 

He argued that some officers 
were taking unnecessary risks 
just to beat the target times. In 
Sussex, they are supposed to 
arrive at 90 per cent of incidents 
requiring “emergency re- 
sponse” within 10 minutes if 
they take place in Brighton, 
Hove, Eastbourne, Hastings 
and Worthing, and within 20 
minutes elsewhere. The po- 
lice, exceeded their target last 
year by responding in time in 
91 per cent of the cases. 

In the 12 months to March 
1998. there were 873 accidents 
involving police cars, which in- 
cluded damage to vehicles 
being chased. In almost 80 per 
cent of them - 701 - police ve- 
hicles were damaged. Three 
people died, 13 were seriously 
injured and another 36 hurt in 
the accidents. 

Mr Whitehouse said: “What 
gets measured gets done and 
if you measure the speed, offi- 
cers will get there with speed. 
They will see that as more im- 
portant than anything else. 
They may then take their eye 


BY JASON BENNETTO 
Crime Correspondent 

off the ball. Tbe pressure on of- 
ficers to drive fast can lead to 
them making errors. We think 
it’s more important to deliver 
a qualify service. 

“It’s better to respond to an 
emergency call in 11 minutes 
and do it property than tty and 
get there iriSide 10" imputes 
and not do it property. Fm in 
favour of performance indica- 
tors; it is the targets we are tak- 
ing away.” 

He added: “life shall contin- 
ue to get to those calls which re- 
quire our immediate attendance 
as East as possible.” 

Sussex Police Authority has 
agreed to a request by the 
force to withdraw the targets 
from 1 April In future, the 
force intends simply to publish 
their performances without a 
target There will also be sur- 
veys of emergency callers who - 
wifi be asked how satisfied they,,, 
were with the service. 

Government figures esti- 
mate that the full cost to tax- 
payers of each road death is + 
£1,042,000 including the time of /; 
police, hospitals and coroners, : 
loss of earnings and legal fees. : 

The emergency response 
times were one of the original 
police “performance indica- 
tors" established five years 
ago. The Audit Commission 
has called for national standard 
targets for emergency re- 
sponses, which it believes are 
an important part of police 
scrutiny, it has criticised some 
forces for setting targets that 
are easy to reach. Fbr example, 
in Humberside they have only 
to attend to 85 per cent of calls 
made in urban areas within 15 
minutes. 
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In Brief 
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The biggest urban legend of them all 
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THIS IS a London -centric ob- 
servation. but the longer you 
live in and do not leave the cap- 
ital the easier itis to forget how 
t iniuch the rest of Britain has 
changed. 

In London, you behave in 
old-fashioned ways. %u take 
the bus Os there any other 
place in Britain where fee mid- 
dle class still do this in sub- 
stantial numbers?) or the Tube, 
you visit department stores 
with lifts, and single-screen 
ci nem a s are stiQ located on 
mam streets. 

What Londoners call “the 

country*, which in the London 
imagination includes country 
towns and indeed whole cities, 
is no longer like that Great 
straight roads fined with cars 
push through it Multiplexes 
and shopping parks stand ap- 
parently randomly in the mid- 
dle of nowhere, but actually 
near a roundabout or inter- 
section. The traffic seems just 
as heavy as it was an hour ago 
y on the Westway - heavier 
maybe. 

Obviously no thing pan be 
done here, not even the pur- 
chase of a pint of milk, without 
the doer first getting into a car. 
You're entering Sussex but it 
could be New Jersey. And in 
this American analogy Lon- 
don also fits. Its way of living is 
coming to be as separate from 
the rest of the country as New 
York’s is from the rest of the 
- United States. 

Or so I think, driving south 
through the rain on Sunday for 
a long half-term weekend at a 
friend's cottage in this place, 
“the country". We Ve driven for 
ninety minutes from home in 
north London and have still to 
meet it We follow the A3 to the 
A243 and then the A24. Then I 
see a sign to the village of 
Middeham, just below Box H31, 
and remember that this was 
where my great-aunt lived and 
where she is buried. 

1 I have been here only twice 
' before, the last time 23 years 
ago for her funeral There was 
some later controversy, I re- 
member; about the inscription 
on her tombstone: “There shall 
be no more light”. Surely that 
couldn't be right, in a Christian 
graveyard? And so we turn off 
to the village to take a look. 

Sure enough, one letter In 
the inscription has been re- 
chiselled and re-leaded: an “n” . 
has replaced an “1” . 

“There shall be no more 
night": a more optimistic view 
of the afterlife than that caused 
by a stonemason’s mistake. I'm 
glad for my Great-Aunt Nellie’s 
sake, and walking back towards 
thecal remember bow I came 
to this {dace as a five-year-old 

She was then iso dates on 
the gravestone tell me) newfy 
widowed. Her husband had 
served in the army of British 
India. She lived in a cosy gate- 
keeper’s cottage on what was 
then the main Dorking road and 
we were dropped at her front 
door by Green Line bus. There 
can't have been much other 


Notebook 



Ian jack 

traffic on the road at that time, 
because in the afternoon my fa- 
ther tcK>k me for a walk tiovm it 

I remember drizzle and 
huge snails on the verges, and 
my father explaining that per- 
haps the chalk in the soil did 
that: the calcium made their 
shells grow big. 

Other than that, I remember 
various shades of green: the 
green of the Green Line bus, 
the green of the meadows and 
the trees in the valley, the sud- 
den sight of a green Southern 
train across the meadows slid- 
ing towards Dorking or London 
with a faint electric sizzle which 
disturbed the quiet 

Now the valley contains a 
dual carriageway as well as a 
railway line , and Dorking is a 
suburb with suburbs - which 
have almost reached my great- 
aunt's old home. When we 
drove past it on Sunday, I no- 
ticed that its neighbour was a 
large carpark. 

These facts and memories 
are commonplace. England has 
nourished illusions about the 
countryside and regretted its 
damage since Ruskm. Writers 
such as Orwell and Laurie Lee 
have made whole meals of it 
But never before have I felt the 
force of a remark made by a 
friend of mine, the writer Tbny 
Gould, a month or so ago. Tbny 
comes from a fa rming family in 
Devon and we were having a 
fairly standard London con- 
versation about the benefits 
(better schools, cheaper hous- 
es) of moving to “the country”. 

The worst thing about living 
there, he said, was how you 
were forced to notice change. 
Fields minus hedges, moors 
minus sheep, dosed shops, 
drunk or drugged kids, and 
bloody awful traffic jams 
around the nearest supermar- 
ket 

London has also changed, 
but in less depressing ways and 
many case change is part of its 
nature On Tuesday night, after 
driving Against a long fine of 
headlights stuck motionless 
across the South Downs, I was 
glad to be bade inside its fierce 
and illusion-less grip. 


IN THE second section of 
today’s Independent there will 
be, as usual a handy guide to 
how critics in general (not just 
this newspaper's ownj have 
received new plays, films, 
books. CDs and so on. The crit- 
ical consensus is marked sym- 
bolically by & small silhouette 


of a woman in states varying 
between ecstasy and torpor 
Sometimes she stands from 
her chair and applauds (bravo, 
excellent!); sometimes she sits 
forward on her chair and ap- 
plauds (good, enjoyable); some- 
times she sits back on her 
chair and doesn't applaud (mid- 
dling to poor); sometimes she’s 
slumped almost flat on her 
chair and probably asleep (dire, 
wake me after the credits). 

That ought seem an ade- 
quate scale of response, but I 
don't think so. The poor woman, 

this victim of so much botched 
and painful enterprise in the 
name Of art or enter tainmen t, 
doesn’t get mad enough. There 
needs to be two more cate- 
gories. one for the stuff that 
makes you angry (woman 
throwing her chair, perhaps) 
and one for the stuff that makes 
you want to leave or switch off 
(an empty chair). 

What has brought this on? 
On Wednesday 1 went to see 
L(feisBeauf^i^tbeIialianfihn 
which has been nominated for 
seven Oscars, under the im- 
pression that it was brave, in- 
ventive. moving and (not least) 
funny. 

The Italian comic actor 
Roberto Benigni wrote and di- 
rected the film and stars in it 
as an Italian Jew, who, when 
seized and deported to Hitler's 
death camps, sustains his smnfl 
son's innocence and will to live 
by pretending, comically, that 
the procedures of the Holo- 
caust are a childish game. 

That’s the “brave” part: the 
juxtaposition of the two words 
“comic” and “Holocaust” in 
any description of the film. But 
the film itself is not brave at all 
Fbrget the Holocaust, the 
terrible non-fiction monster on 
whose back Life is Beautiful 
has fictionally, cheekily and 
sentimentally ridden its claims 
to fame, and you're left with the 
plot and characterisation (save 
excellent performances by our 
hero's son and uncle) of a Nor- 
man Wisdom film: Trouble at 
Treblrnka almost 
The film is technically in- 
competent structurally weak, 
direc tonally unimaginative, it 
sounds as though it was record- 
ed in an empty church halL The 
death camp looks hke an aban- 
doned textile factory set in 
some lovely Italian country- 
side, which is quite probably 
what it is. 

As for the ever-present Be- 
nigni himself, he gets down on 
his knees from the first minute 
and begs the audience to love 
him. Even Chaplin did not push 
his endearingness so far and, 
naturalfy, it has the opposite ef- 
fect By all means save him 
from the train to Poland in the 
fiftieth minute, but let him van- 
ish by pantomime hook in the 
fifteenth. 

So the question the idea of 
the film asks - “Can you make 
a comedy about the Holo- 
caust?” - can only be answered 
with “Well perhaps, but not on 
the evidence of this one” A 
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‘There shall be no more night 1 : Among the gravestones of St Michael's Church, Mickleham. Surrey 


more pertinent question may be 
why 1 went to see it. and why 
mini ons of others will do the 
same. 

You can't blame the critics. 
Since I saw the film IVe caught 
up (too late) with the reviews. 
One or two are enthusiastic but 
an equal number are hostile. 
Many are sympathetically luke- 
warm variations of David 
Denby's verdict in the New 


Yorker rl wish I could say it 
was anything but a mistake”). 

So why didn't 1 notice these 
reviews? Because I’m the vic- 
tim of brilliant marketing 
strategies which fill the hungry 
spaces of newsprint and broad- 
cast time. The film had sneak- 
ily and impressionistically 
recommended itself to me via 
profiles of Benigni interviews 
with his associates, features 


which put the pros and cons of 
breaking “the Holocaust taboo” 
- all prominently and fancily 
displayed ion the page, a review' 
by contrast is a simple, humble 
thing) and all before the prod- 
uct itself could be honestly 
scrutinised by independent 
men and women wbose judge- 
ment we might trust. 

Certain generations (in- 
cluding mine) often talk nos- 


talgically of the days of the 
"great critics": Ken TYnan. 
Harold Hobson, Penelope Gill! 
att. Clive James, and other 
writers who in their day were 
often the best reason for 
buying a Sunday newspaper. 

I Uunk this may weU be un- 
fair to the present lot, whose 
voices could be equally strong 
and persuasive if they could be 
heard from under the blankets 


Peter MacdianxiiL 


of PR- inspired juum.il r-,;n 
(“Come on sot, mi-vt the star"' 
which surround fliem. 1 feel 
som 1 for Uieir fall and promix* 
to pay them more attention 
In the meantime, an empty 
chair to Life :s Hcuutifui, 
though the Pope is reported to 
lore iL On the one lurid. Rober- 
to Benigni: on the oilier. Gen- 
eral Pinochet. A pontiff of truly 
catholic taste. 
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The Hair and 
the Tortoise 

on Wales 



wait 


WHEN RHODRI MORGAN and 
Alun Michael last competed 
against each other, in the Lon- 
don marathon, the maverick 
backbencher beat the current 
Secretary of State for Wales by 
more than an hour. 

As the gruelling race to be- 
come Labour careiidateftH- First 
Secretary of Wales reaches its 
climax today they wfll be virtu- 
ally neck and neck this time as 
they stumble over the line. 

The only certainty is that 
Tony Blair will be sweating more 
than either of the contestants. 

After three months of vitriol, 
back-biting and claim and 
counter-claim, the party’s 
choice to lead it into May's 
Welsh Assembly elections will 
finally be announced in Cardiff 
today. Labour officials will un- 
veil the result in a hotel over- 
looking Cardiff Bay the shiny 
new development and site of the 
Assembly that aims to sym- 
bolise the dynamic New Whies. 

However, the outcome itself 
will be decided by a typically 
Old Wales Labour device of an 
electoral college that stacks 
up votes with a Byzantine 
complexity. 

In a system that Michael 
supporters quainttydepictas re- 
flecting the Labour “femfly”, and 
Morgan supporters describe as 
a “stitch-up", the college is split 
into three equal parts. 

Hade unions and affiliated 
organisations make up the first 


BY Paul Waugh 
Political Correspondent 

section, MPs, MEPs and 
Assembly candidates make up 
the second, while the humble 
individual party members 
make up the third. 

A combination of educated 
guesses and declared inten- 
tions suggests that Mr Michael 
has won most trade union 
votes, an outcome confirmed by 
the GMB’s crucial backing for 
him yesterday. With the MPs 
and candidates section also 
likely to go, by a slim margin 
for the Secretary of State, the 
deciding vote will be down to 
the 25,000 party members. 

Mr Morgan is widely antici- 
pated to come out on top 
among the grass roots, but he 
may need 70 per cent of the 
votes to win. The margin of 
overall victory could be 0.5 per 
cent On as the candidate him- 
self succinctly puts it “as tight 
as a gnat’s arse". 

Since it was precipitated by 
Ron Davies's “moment of mad- 
ness 1 ' on Clapham Common in 
south London last October, 
nothing about this contest has 
been straightforward. . 

Mr Morgan, MP for Cardiff 
Wbst began as favourite after 
coming second to Big Ron in the 
leadership fight last yean Quick- 
witted and always armed with 
a ready quote, polls showed 
that he was much more popu- 


lar with the public than the 
dogged, taciturn Mr Michael 

The cheery, garrulous Mor- 
gan approach was exemplified 
by his response to whether he 
would stand again for the First 
Secretary’s job: “Does a one- 
legged duck swim in circles? " 

Renowned for bis laid-back 
dress sense, Mr Morgan had 
even undergone something of 
a makeover to bdp his chances. 
His lumberjack shirts and 
tracksuits were swapped for 
neatjaeket-and-tie combos. His 
trademark unruly hair; once a 
proud Afro to rival Dm King’s, 
was trimmed to respectability. 

However, the great race of 
the Tbrtoise and the Hair soon 
descended into bitterness, with 
each side flinging mud enthu- 
siastically about the other’s 
tactics, character and ability. 

Mr Michael, 55, was derided 
as a Taffy -com e-lately, a man 
with little c ommi tment or in- 
terest in Whies and devolution. 
Fbr his part, 59-year-old Mr 
Morgan was accused of being 
a “crypto-nationalist" after 
some of his supporters were al- 
leged to have called for a break- 
away Whies Labour Party. 

While the polls showed that 
most Labourmembers backed 


backbencher by huge margins. 

Local parties were also fu- 
rious about the new list system 
for MEPs and the Assembly 
and were forced to accept can- 
didates imposed by the party 
executive. Mr Michael became 
a candidate on the top-up list in 


for the Labour leadership this 
was much more than a little 
local difficulty in an obscure in- 
ternal party contest It was a 
trial of strength far New Labour, 

“It has been the worst com- 
bination of Old Labour vote- 
rising and New Labour control 
freakery," concluded Paul 
Flynn, MP for Newport West. 

Both men have tried to stick 
to mealy issues such as jobs, 
education and health, but with 
so few powers available to any 


fixture Prime Minister ofWales, 
the contest has inevitably 
centred on personalities. 

His opponents claim that 
Mr Morgan is too much of a 
“down", be is “unserious", “a 
sayer not a doer” who has no 
experience of r unnin g govern- 
ment None of the barbs appear 
to have unsettled him. “I think 
you have to have broad shoul- 
ders in any election campaig n 

“If you've ever played rugby 
there’s always going to be alot 


of barging in the line-out and 
elbowing in the teeth,” he ex- 
plained “But after the game 
you have to just go into the bar 
and have a pint with the person 
who thumped you. Ybu forget all 
about it over faggots and peas.” 
On the eve of the all-impor- 
tant vote, Mr Michael also 
claimed to have enjoyed the 
contest though he admitted he 
was “relieved” it was nearly 
oven “I have enjoyed it for 
more than I expected. 


“The idea that Tm some 
sort of Downing Street poodle 
is totally untrue. Tbny Blair 
knows that I can be a terrier 
and I will fight my corner" . 

When Wales meet Ireland at 
Wembley in the Five Nations 
tins afternoon, both menwilL be 
settling down to watch the 
game on television. A meeting 
for a pint over faggots and peas 
is, -however as likely as one- 
legged dudes swimming in a 
straight line. 


Mr Morgan, it became dear that Mid and West Whies despite the 
the contest could be decided by opposition of local members, 
the block votes of a handful of When Mr Blair decided to 
trade unionists. Those unions make three trips to W^es to boi- 
wfao did ballot members in- ster the chances of his Welsh 
variably came out for the Secnetaiy, it became clear that 


Six councils warned their libraries are sub-standard * 


CHRIS SMITH, the Secretary of 
State for Culture, has admitted 
that some of Britain's libraries 
are under threat Yesterday 
Mr Smith wrote to 21 local 
councils demanding they im- 
prove their library services and 
has threatened six with«fidhn- 
vestigatian by his department 
The proposed cutbacksaje 
om er^i b^yprassynenl 


by David Usteb 
Arts News Editor 


eminent in what is the National 
Year of Reading. Fbr the first 
time all 149 local authorities 
have been obliged to submit 
-their future plans- tothe-Govg 7 
eminent Mr Smith said yes- 
terday that JL5 #puld beasted t 


plans, and six others would be 
receiving written warnings. 

Though the Government is 
not matting the names of any of 
the offenders public; the six 
worst are understood to be: 
Barnsley; which is considering 
tiie etosureafoiftrfite 2? branch 
libraries, retaining only a cen- 
-tral, library and two - rpobile 


smaller libraries might be 
dosed.- and the London bor- 
oughs of Islington, which has 
proposed dosing libraries on 
weekdays; Brent where up to 
three libraries might be closed 
and opening hours reduced; 
Lambethand HariflgeyVfaich 
have both proposed dosing 
some. libraries*..- . .. . * 

Ah .^ddE^embarra^ment 
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for Mr Smith is that one of the 
six worst offenders, Islington, 
contains his own constituency. 

Statistics given in a recent 
House of Commons debate 
showed that nationally, 10 years 
ago, more than 200 public 
libraries operidSfor 60htiurs Or 
•.more. Today the number has 
declined by 49 per cent and the 
number open for 45*s 60 hours 


has declined by 19 per cent Mr 
Smith said: “Local libraries lie 
at the heart of local communi- 
ties across the country and the 
Government believes they have 
a key role to play as ‘street cor- 
ner universities' in promoting 
'education as well as in tackling 
social exclusion .by giving 
. information to have-nots’ with 
'acoess to hew technology that 


they would not otherwise 
have.” He said most local 
authorities had library services 
“we can all be proud of” but 
pledged to ensure that others 
provided a comprehensive and 
efficient service. - - 
This means that he could? 
declare sane councils in default 
of their statutory obligations 


and order them torestore eaterf^B 


No government has yet 
taken this course of action in 
regard to libraries, but Mr 
Smith said yesterday he would 
do so if necessary. 

“I shall examine in detail the 
rationale behind proposed ser- 
vice reductions. I am therefore 
taking immediate steps to 
investigate Ae-situation in a 


Pinochet and policing prove 
tougher than yobs for Straw 


NEXT WEEK wQl be a difficult one far Jack 
Straw - much more difficult than the com- 
paratively ®a$y time he has had over his 
proposals to lock up people with severe 
personality disorders or encourage the 
public to have a go at yobs. 

First there will be the publication of the 
Stephen Lawrence inquiry report, fol- 
lowed by the law lords’ verdict on the ex- 
tradition of General Au gusto Pinochet 
The Lawrence report, expected on 
Tuesday, will herald a shake-up of the 
police in tackling racism. If the report finds 
that there have been serious cases of 
police misconduct, Mr Straw will face calls 
for the resignation of the Metropolitan Po- 
lice Commissioner Sir Paul Condon. 

At the same time Mr Straw will be pay- 
ing that the Pinochet saga will finally 
come to an end, with the lords ruling that 
the former dictator is sent back to Chile. 

The Home Secretary is fed up with the 
issue dominating his in-tray and, having 
already proved his credentials with 
Labour left-wingers by supporting the ear- 
lier ruling is now anxious for their lord- 
ships to give him a break. 

Apart from the issue itself, Mr Straw 
would also like to end the constant ha- 
rassment by Lord Lamont of Lerwick, 
who yesterday elicited information that 
even the Pope has been lobbying the For- 
eign Office on behalf of the general 
Lord Lamont has been tabling irri- 
tating questions, including one about a 
visit made to Chile 33 years ago by Mr 
Straw, asking whether he engaged in any 
political activity while he was there. Lord 
Williams, the Home Office minister, 
replied that Mr Straw “at this distance 
cannot recall anything which could be 
defined as political activity”. 

But Lord Lamont is persistent, and 
ascertained that Mr Straw published an 
article, in October 1965, in Tribune on the 
prospects of reform under the then 
Chilean government 


THE POLITICAL fell-out on the genetical- 
ly modified food panic fell equally on both 
mam parties. William Hague, who started 
toescareafiatmghta gnrirnfog P rimg Mr^ 
Eteris Questions, inspired John Redwood 
to score easy runs, inffially, against the De- 
partment of Tirade and Industry minister 
Lord Sainsbury of Thrvffle. Mr Redwood 
worked relentlessly to bring into the pub- 
lic domain a possible conflict of interest 
where Lord Sainsbury was concerned. 

With Mr Redwood on the case there 
wasagood chance the Times might have 
drawn blood -and even another DTI min- 



the week in 
Westminster 

Michael Brown 

isteris resignation. But, concerned that 
Mr Redwood would get the limelight, the 
Tories foolishly went off on another tack 
by switching to the issue of food safety 
setting up an unevenly matched parlia- 
mentary battle between their agriculture 
spokesman, Tim Yfec, and the wily Brum- 
mie food mi n ister Geoff Rocker who 
knocked Mr Yeo fbr six by exposing the 
Tories’ complicity in GM food develop- 
ment when they were in office. 

Tbity Blair badty misread public opin- 
ion and, echoing John Gummer; who tried 
to reassure puhEc opinion by staffing beef- 
burgers down his six-year-old daughter, 
tried to claim that because he ate It, the 
funny food must be safe. 

Nick Brown, the Agriculture Minister; 
<pftityutta^notawMd, neither in Ifer- 
iiament nor to the media, preferring to at- 
tend to his ministerial duties in Europe 
while letting Jack Cunningham take the 
strain on the airwaves. 

But the pressure on the Government 
to slow down the pace of GM food will 
build as Labour MPs are b egin m’ng ^ be 
overwhelmed by their postbags. 

The regular MP-baiters who write at 
the drop of a hat are gearing themselves 
up to gum up the works of members’ 
correspondence - the most effective way 
of getting backbenchers to run p anicking 
to ministers. 

Mr Hague has proved how easy it is to 
start a food scare, but the real achieve- 


ment fe storing ona That is the test now 
for Mr Blair and his ministers. 


CONSERVATIVE WAY Fbrward and Aims 
of Industry are hosting a grand “Inter- 
national Free Enterprise Dinner” on 
20 April to mark the 20th anniversary of 
Margaret Thatcher being elected as 
prime minister (tickets: £125 j. 

Baroness Thatcher is said to be 
delighted that Sir Edward Heath has ac- 
cepted an imitation, and to confirm that 
media stories of constant war between the 
two former prime ministers are invariabty 
wide of the mark. 

The two circled each other before ex- 
changing pleasantries at last year’s Tbry 
party conference. Both agreed on the dis- 
comfort rfbeing wedged into the infamous 
Ikea chairs, where they looked similar ly 
fed up at the chaotic proceedings. 

In fed there is more than grudging re- 
spect between the two old war-horses for 
each other’s longevity, it is often forgot- 
ten that they both began their political ca- 
reers together in Kent fighting nearby 
seats in the 1950 general election, when 
thqy spoke on behalf of each other in their 
respective constituencies. 

The Baroness attended Sir Edward’s 

party to mark his 40 years as MP for Old 

Bexley and Sidcup when she was prime 
min i s ter. Sir Edward's recently pub- 
lished autobiography records a photo- 
graph of a dinner that Lacty Thatcher held 
at Downing Street for the Queen, in 1985 : 
It was attended by the then five s u r vi v- 
mgprime minister^ indndtagSrEMwanl 


NO former Conservative MP has made 
it to the last seven in the race to be the Tbry 
candidate for the super-safe seat of 
j^onuflstei; where local Tbries are look- 
tog for ^replacement for Peter Tfcmple- 
Moms, who defected to Labour last yean 
Heading the pack is WBfiam Hague's 

Bacon, who 
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SCIENCE 



Dr Arpad Pusztai: forced to retire as the victim of a conspiracy or author of flawed research? PA 

Pusztai: the verdict 

GM food: safe or unsafe? First we must ask experts in this field how they rate 
the research work that led to this most recent controversy, says Steve Connor 


T he case of Arpad Pusztai 
- the scientist forced to 
retire over his public com- 
ments about genetically 
modified (GM) potatoes - 
has become a cause 
cefebre with the environmentalists. He 
claims to have shown that GM food can 
stunt the growth of laboratory rats, harm 
brain development and damage the 
immune system. If he is right it repre- 
sents a hammer-blow to the biotech- 
nology industry, which is keen to exploit 
advances in genetics. If he is wrong. Dr 
Pusztai could be accused of whipping up 
public hysteria. 

Last week, a group of 20 scientists 
signed a memo in support of Dr Pusztai, 
(£; stating that the Hungarian-born 
researcher stands folfy vindicated Dr 
Pusztafs data from experiments he con- 
ducted at the Rowett Research Institute 
in Aberdeen clearly show, the memo 
says, that when laboratory rats were fed 
GM potatoes, their internal organs 
foiled to grow folly and their immune 
Systems were suppressed. They con- 
cluded that Dr Pusztai 's research report 
would be acceptable for publication in 
a peer-reviewed scientific journal. 

It is this last claim that has been put 
to the test by The Independent. Dr Pusz- 
tai’s report became publicly available 
this week, and we asked one of Britain's 
leading experts. Professor Tbm Sanders 
of King's College London, to comment 
on whether it would pass muster with 
genuine scientific referees. Professor 
Sanders concludes (see belowi that 
Pusztafs work fails to reach a standard 
acceptable fora peer-reviewed journal. 

Science is only science if it has 
passed through review by experts 
f ifore being published in a journal The 
20 ‘•experts", mostly from abroad, who 
signed the memo say Pusztafs research 
is of high quality. This is not the view of 
other scientists who saw it. 

The story began in 1995, when the 
Scottish Office firnded a three-year pro- 
ject involving three centres: the Rowett, 
Durham University and the Scottish 
Crop Research Institute. The aim was 


“THIS DOCUMENT reports four 
feeding studies with transgenic 
potatoes. The document has not 
been carefully prepared and is 
not up to the standard required 
for publication in a good scien- 
tific journal. The tables are not 
cleat; and the captions do not 
make it dear whether the re- 
sults are expressed as mean 
with SEIM or SD [two statistical 
ways of expressing the possible 


to identify ways of making crops pest- 
resistant, with minimium side-effects. 

Dr Pusztafs role, as an expert on 
toxic plant proteins called lectins, was 
to undertake a series of feeding exper- 
iments using GM potatoes and labora- 
tory rats. His particular interest was a 
lectin called GNA. found in the bulbs of 
snowdrops, which acts as a natural pes- 
ticide. According to Dr Pusztafs report 
no other lectin-producing GM plants 
were used in the experiments, although 
he does say he performed scone “ana- 
lytical" work with GM potatoes ex- 
pressing another; more toxic lectin. 
Con A, from the jackbean plant 

This is a key point because, accord- 
ing to an audit investigation into Dr 
Pusztafs work (ordered by the Rowett 
following his statements on TV's World 
m Action), he had become confused over 
whether he was talking about GM pota- 
toes expressing GNA or ordinary pota- 


re viewed journal, which we passed to 
Professor Sanders. 

Dr Pusztai fed the rats a diet of raw; 
baked or boiled potatoes. Some of the 
potatoes, he says, were geneticaDymod- 
ified with the GNA lectin and some had 
GNA added to unmodified potatoes. A 
diet that solely consists of potatoes is so 
nutritionally poor that he sometimes 
added a protein supplement, otherwise 
the experiment would breach Home Of- 
fice regulations limiting the suffering of 
animals. TWo types of feeding trial took 

place: one over a lfitiay period, the other 

over 100 days. His report states there 
was onfy one 100-day experiment, where 
extensive protein supplements had to be 
used. He found the fiver weights of the 
animals in this trial actually improved 
when they were fed GM potatoes, and 
put this down to the protein supplement 
Dr Pusztai said the long-term trial 
was only preliminary. 


Dr Pusztai failed to win over experts , including 
his own colleagues, who were close to the research 


toes which had Con A added to them in 
concentrations 5,000 times greater than 
would occur naturally. The audit con- 
ducted by four scientists, two from the 
Rowett and two from outside, concluded 
that the only time the rats in the Pusz- 
tai experiment showed any signs of 
stunted growth was when they were fed 
Con A in these high concentrations. 

"Therefore, the audit committee is of 
the opinion that the existing data do not 
support any suggestion that the con- 
sumption of rats of transgenic potatoes 
expressing GNA has an effect on the 
growth, organ development or immune 
function," the audit report stated. 

In answer to this criticism. Dr Pusz- 
tai compiled his own “alternative report" 
in which he details what he did and the 
results he obtained- It is this report, 
which his supporters claim to be of suf- 
ficient standard for publication in a peer- 


It was one of the 10 day experiments 
- code name D242 - where Dr Pusztai 
claims to have observed significant ef- 
fects which indicate that GM food is dan- 
gerous. According to Dr Pusztai, rats in 
this experiment were fed GM potatoes, 
enhanced with the GNA snowdrop 
lectin, as well as ordinary potatoes and 
potatoes spiked with “free" GNA Dr 
Pusztai claims the growth of rats was 
significantly reduced on a diet of boiled 
potatoes, and more so on one of raw 
potatoes, as expected owing to the low 
nutritional value of potatoes compared 
with a high protein diet. 

“However; in this instance the dif- 
ference between the final body weight 
and empty body weight of rats 
(accounting for food in the gut lumen) 
which were fed raw, transgenic potato 
diets as significantly higher than that of 
rats given diets containing the raw 


parent line. This again indicated that 
digestion and absorption of nutrients of 
transgenic potato diets was retarded in 
comparison with ordinary potato diets," 
Dr Pusztai writes. 

A test of the rats’ immune systems 
during this experiment also indicated 
that the animals fed transgenic potatoes 
were almost always more suppressed. 
Dr Pusztai claims that when free GNA 
was added to a diet of unmodified pota- 
toes, he did not see this suppression. In 
other words, there was something about 
the act of genetic modification itself that 
has led to the effect he has observed. 
Environmentalists jumped on this as 
evidence that all GM food is unsafe. 

Dr Pusztafs conclusions were un- 
ambiguous: ‘Tfour feeding trials were car- 
ried out ... In all four experiments, 
feeding transgenic potatoes to rats 
induced major and in most instances 
Mghfy significant changes in the weights 
of some or most of their vital organs ... 
The growth rate of rats fed potato diets 
was slightly but significantly less than 
that crfrato fed a fe^wpiality control cBet, 
but the presence of GNA, whether added 
to potato-based diets or expressed in the 
transgenic [plant] had no significant 
effect on weight gain and weight change 
compared to parent potato lines." 

Dr Pusztafs two outside collabora- 
tors at the Scottish Crop Research In- 
stitute and the University of Durham 
have distanced themselves from his con- 
clusions. John Gatehouse, at Durham, 
is understood to be privately furious at 
Dr Pusztafs failure “to consider the 
most elementary tenet of science -that 
before one reaches a conclusion about 
cause and effect, it is necessary to 
demonstrate that causality exists”. 

Meanwhile, the four members of the 
original audit committee have looked at 
Dr Pusztai’s alternative report and 
found that it is not convincing. 

Dr Pusztai may have convinced the 
20 scientists who signed the memo, and 
certain sections of the media, but he has 
foiled to win over the experts - includ- 
ing his own colleagues - who are closest 
to the research. 



Tom Sanders, professor of nutrition at King’s College London, is one 
of the most distinguished food toxicologists in Britain. He is a member 
of the Government’s Advisory Committee on Novel Foods and Pro- 
cesses, and has acted as an expert reviewer for some of the leading 
scientific journals in the field. This is an edited version of his peer 
review of Dr Arpad Pusztai’s “alternative report", which environ- 
mentalists have used to support a ban on genetically modified food. 


v -"The food intakes are not 
adequately described - this 
data is essential for interpre- ' 
tation of die data. The dietary 
design of the first three studies 
j<y funda mentally flawed, as the 
diets did not contain adequate 
amounts of protein and the in- 
take of nutrients and antinu- 
trients differed between the 

transgenic and control animals. 

“An intake of lOOg protein/kg 
diet is regarded as the mini- 
mum amount for growing rats, 
and results in some degree of 


malnutrition, particularly when 
under stress such as pregnancy 
Most commercial rat diets con- 
tain protein at 200gkg diet to 
support normal growth. The 
first three studies use between 
55.6 and 72.5g proteinkg. This 
level of protein was not ade- 
quate to sustain normal growth 
and development in the rats. 
The transgenic potatoes con- 
tained 20 per cent less protein 
than the parent variety but it ap- 
pears no attempt was made to 
ensure that the protein content 
of the diets was similar. Thus 
differences between the parent 
variety and the transgenic 
animal s couid be attributed 


to differences in protein intake. 

“It is undear why a diet of 
raw potatoes was used, given 
that they are renowned for 
containing high levels of natural 
toxins. The study generalises 
conclusions made from the use 
of raw potatoes to the use 
cooked potatoes. 

"It is well documented that 
protein malnutrition in rats 
leads to decreased growth rate, 
changes in gut morphology and 
hepatic atrophy features that 
were observed in these studies. 
The repent gives the impression 
that these dietary aspects of the 
study were considered post 
hoc. Why were the potatoes 


not analysed before the diets 
were formulated? And why was 
the lower protein content in 
the transgenic line not 
compensated for by additional 
proton?" 

Professor Sanders casts 
doubt on the statistical analy- 
sis that led Dr Pusztai to con- 
clude that the brains of rats fed 
GM potatoes were affected by 
their diet "It is odd that differ- 
ences in brain weight were re- 
ported, as brain weight is 
generally not influenced by diet 
in adult rats," he says. “The sta- 
tistical analyses is muddled. 
The tables do not indicate the 
number of animals in each 


group is not given. ... Many of 
toe reported differences are not 
s ignifican t 

“I would not recommend 
this paper be accepted for pub- 
lication in its current form. In 
my experience as an editor 
and reviewer it would be 
rejected by the British Jotsmal 
of Nutrition, Journal of Nutri- 
tion and American Journal of 
Clinical Nutrition. Although 
the report is of poor quality, the 
subject matter is novel so I 
would not to reject it outright 
even though the first three 
studies are fundamentally 
flawed in their design (deficient 
in protein). I would invite the 
author to respond to detailed 
criticisms and consider a 
revised version with more 
detail and suggest further 
Studies, particularly with 
regard to the lymphocyte 
proliferation studies [a test of 
the immune system], which 
are unconvincing" 


How to get blood 
out of a bone . . . 


The potential for transforming human 
cells sets Lewis Wolpert’s pulse racing, 
in this , the first of his new columns 



WOW! IT IS very rare that I 
have such a strong 
reaction to a scientific 
paper; a real surprise and 
a sense of astonishment 
Most papers in the 
journals add to the body of 
knowledge and, while they 
can be very interesting, 
exci tement is rare. The 
last time I had such a 
reaction was over 10 years 
ago, when I first saw 
pictures of the zebra-like 
stripes of gene expression 
in the early fruit-fly 
embryo that foreshadowed 
toe formation of the fly’s 
body segments. 

The new work comes 
from Italy and shows how 
cells in the brain are much 
more clever and versatile 
than anyone could have 

imagined 

During development of 
our brain, and that of an 
vertebrates, there is a 
layer of cells lining the wall 
of the tube that wfll give 
rise to the brain that gives 
rise to an the nerve cells, 
neurons, of the brain . 
These are stem cells. 

When they divide into two 
daughter cells, the 
innermost daughter cell 
becomes a neuron and 
migrates away from the 
walL The other daughter 
cell remains attached to 
the wall and becomes now 
a mother cell as the 
process is repeated, and 
again the inner daughter 
becomes a neuron. Only 
recently has evidence been 
provided which shows that, 
even in the adult brain, 
there are stfll stem cells 
that can divide to give rise 
to neurons. 

This has very important 
implications, as nerve cell 
themselves cannot divide 
to give more nerve cells, 
but can only come from 
stem cells and these were 
thought to disappear when 
growth and development 


were completed. There is 
thus in the adult brain the 
capacity to make new 
nerve cells, and so repair 
and replace nerve cells 
that may be lost due to 
damage or disease 
processes. 

There were also a few 
reports that things were 
even more remarkable, as 
muscle cells were 
observed in the brain and 
were quite common in a 
particular type of brain 
tumour. But muscle cells 
have a quite different 
origin from that of nerve 
cells. They come from a 
region of the embryo 
thought to be as different 
from that from which 
nerve cells come as a 


Signals can 
transform one cell 
type into another 


Sanskrit sentence is from 
one in English Yet some 
cell biologists began to 
speculate that brain stem 
rails might have a greater 
potentiality for 
development than anyone 
had thought possible . 

They therefore began to 
grow stem cells from the 
brains of mice. They did 
this by putting the rails in 
a dish with the right 
culture medium, where 
they multiplied. They then 
wondered if these cells 
could give rise to blood- 
forming cells that have an 
origin similar to that of 
muscle. Blood in all 
vertebrates comes from 
stem cells in, for example, 
the bone marrow. Stem 
cells there divide and give 
rise to all our red and 
white Wood cells and are 
very active, as our red 


blood cells have only a life 
of a few weeks. If the 
division of these stem cells 
is blocked, by for example, 
X-irradiation, blood cell 
formation ceases with very 
serious consequences. But 
it is possible to rescue the 
situation by injecting stem 
cells from another animal 
With a high-risk 
experiment - that is, with 
the chance of success 
being very low - the 
researchers injected the 
brain stem cells into the 
mice that had been 
irradiated to see if the 
brain stem cells could 
populate the bone marrow 
and, in their new 
environment, be persuaded 
to make blood cells. The 
mice did very well and, five 
months latex; they had 
unequivocal evidence - the 
mice blood cells had come 
from the neural stem cells 
that they had injected. 

They were sure because 
the cells they had injected 
carried a molecular 
marker -that made them 
distinguishable from those 
of the arouse into whom 
they had been injected. 

No one yet knows how 
the cells in the bone 
marrow. instructed (he 
neural Stem cells to make 
blood cells. It is totally 
unexpected that signals 
exist which can transform 
one. cell type into another - 
Enjjifeh into Sanskrit . 

But it opens up many 
exciting possibilities to 
manipulate stem cells 
recently isolated from 
earfy human embryos. 
These cells were 
trumpeted as being the 
answer to various tissue 
replacement procedures, 
from heart musde to 
insulin-producing cells and 
liver I suspected there was 
more hype than hope, but 
this new work suggests I 
was rather pessimistic. 


40 Weekends 
in New' York 
to be won with 


Talk Radio and The Independent are flying 40 pairs of 
winners to New York for a weekend in March in our 
'Talk to New York* Competition. Throughout February 
there are 2 New York Weekends to be won every weekday. 


How to Play 

Tune to Talk Radio and listen for 
the Avenue and Street No.s for 
one of today's two locations, 
identify it on the map opposite 
and you could be a winner. 

When to listen to Talk Radio 

For your chance to win a trip for 
two to New York listen to Talk 
Radio at these times every 
weekday: 



■“•rr 




820am The Big Boys' Breakfast 
with David Banks & Nick Ferrari 

1020pm Dave Barrett 


How to find Talk Radio 

1053 and 1089am across the UK 
and in the following areas: 

1107 am: Boston (Lines), Gatwick, 
Liverpool, Lydd (Kent), 

Paignton (Devon), Southampton 
1071am: Newcastle, Nottingham 
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A. Saks Fifth Avenue 

B. Winter Garden Theatre 
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The living is easy at FYinton-on-Sea in Essex - just do not ask for a drink There are no pubs and the locals want to keep it that way 


Tbm Craig 


a SMALL boy was flying his kite 
on the greensward as his 
grandfather leant on his stick 
and looked on admiringly. The 
beach huts were shut for win- 
ter and the evenly spaced 
wooden seats looking on to the 
North Sea were empty. 

A typical scene at Frinton-oo- 
Sea. Essex, albeit out of season. 

The picture is completed 


By Clare Garner 


when one goes inside the 
Maplin Hotel on the esplanade 
and asks for a drink. Frinton- 
ians would nbt be so foolish. 

Nick TUrner; owner of the 
Maplin, bristled at the request 
“No," was the short answer; fol- 
lowed by the fuller explanation: 
“Here, a full licence is a pub - 


a public house - which means 
the public can come into it” 

He did not have one - and 
nor would he want to. A pub in 
Frinton would change Frinton 
forever; he said. 

A level crossing provides a 
symbolic barrier between Frin- 
ton proper and the modern 
part of the town. "Thside the 
gates,” as locals like to say is 


the “holy part of Frinton", 
where all vulgar aspects of 
modem life have been res- 
olutely resisted. Indeed, if Win- 
ston Churchill was to return 
today he would be bard 
pressed to find any changes in 
the seaside resort where he hol- 
idayed during the world wars. 

However, after Tendring 
Council’s derision to allow J P 


Wetherspoon to build a pub on 
the town’s main street anything 
could happen. Or so Frintomans 
think. 

Roy Caddick, 63, the secre- 
tary of the Frinton Residents’ 
Association, described the day 
that the Wetherspoon propos- 
al was accepted as the worst in 
Frinton since “the Luftwaffe 
beat up the town in 1945”. 


Subsequent word foam near- 
by Braintree has rem fo rced 
his opinion. “A Wetherspoon 
pub has opened in Braintree 
and residents absolutely dread 
Friday and Saturday nights 
now. The youngsters descend 
on the town, tank up on cheap 
beer and cause mayhem,” he 
said. “They slam car doors, 
they roar up the street, and 
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TREG SCOOTERS ARE AYAILABLE 

FROM MA-RCH 1 6T . 
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Declare your Independence 
with, a BOOSTER, ROCKET, 
OVETTO or NITRO scooter PACKAGE! 
DE1TAND pre-delivery inspection, 
break-ln service & 1 year warranty. 
DEbTATTD 12 months road tax, service 
And COMPREHENSIVE ins urance 
DEMAND an EXTRA 2 year warranty. 
DEMAND a number plate security lock. 

De man d trousers >a free 
open- face helmet, jacket and gloves. 

And pay just 
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FULL RANGE 

EXCLUSIVE TO HALFORDS 


deposit* 

14% APR (variable) 


HALFORDS 


FOR MORI XIVQ/tam tOCA L HALFORDS BYOCXt&Y FHQXI 0645 6065010 TOW. | awuuw 8sn, cannot carry away today'pri^^J 5 ^ uncenam 
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there’s vomit on the pavement 
the rn*vt r nnrn ' T| g People don't 
have a drink in Frinton, but at 
least we don't get riots and all 
the other awful things thatyou 
read about elsewhere.” 

Win Shelton, 78, a long- 
standing member of Frinton *s 
town council, is equally appre- 
hensive about the “late hours 
activity". She said; “You know, 
we haven't got all the razzmat- 
azz that other places have. It’s 
a haven. We don’t have the 
candy floss or amusements.” 
JP Wetherspoon is anxious 
to allay the town's fears. The 
pub will be “straightforward 
and gimmick-free" with no 
music whatsoever; live or back- 
ground. There will be wheel- 
chair access and “nothing going 
on inside", said a spokesman. 

But no amount of pandering 
is going to change the minds of 
the elderly residents, who are 
planning to take their “case of 
injustice" to the local govern- 
ment ombudsman. 

John Lowe, landlord of the 
Essex Skipper; situated “out- 
side the gates”, and a self- 
elected founder member of the 
Fbssils (Frinton-on-Sea Invis- 
ible Landlord Society), does 


not feel threatened by the ar- 
rival of a wetherspoon pub. 

“If they've got a better cook 
than my missus Til jack it in - 
because 1 know they don't," he 
said. “I don't like the concept 
that you buy cheap, sell cheap 
and sod everyone else." 

His pub has a dart board, 
jukebox and fruit machines 
and welcomes families (unlike 
Wetherspoon pubs). 

The feet that the new pub 
will have “nothing going on in- 
ade" was no cause for cheer: he 
added. “It’s just cheap beer and 
nothing else; it's not a com- 
munity service.” 

However some residents - 
even some elderly ones - be- 
lieve that the Frinton known to 
George Bernard Shaw and Ed- 
ward, The Prince of Wrie& and 
Mrs Simpson should wake up 
to the 20th century before the 
2ist arrives. The town de- 
scribed by Ursula Bloom, who 
also wrote under the name 
Lozania Prole, in her book 
Rosemary far Frinton, is 
laughably out of date. “I think 
we should have the pub," said 
George Frauds. “It would re- 
vitalise the town, which would 
be a damn good idea.” 


Football coach 


admits sex 


with girl, 15 




CHELSEA FOOTBALL coach 
Graham Rix was warned fay a 
judge yesterday that he faced 
imprisonment after admitting 
having unlawful sex with a 15- 
year-old girl 

The 41-year-old former 
Arsenal and England star; who 
has been married for 17 years 
and has four children, admitted 
one charge of having unlawful 
sgxual intercourse with the girl 
and one of indecently assault- 
ing her in January last year But 
be denied two farther counts of 
indecently assaulting her. 

The prosecution accepted 
the not guilty pleas at yester- 
day’s hearing at London's 
Enightsbridge Crown Court 
and the case was adjourned 
until 26 March to await the 
preparation of reports. 

Renewing Roc’s bail on con- 
dition that he did not contact 
the girl or her family “either 
directly or indirectly", Judge 
Timothy Pontius told him- 
“The fact that Fm about to 
release you on bail and the 
feet that I have ordered a 
report shotild not for a 
moment be taken by you as an 
indication of the sentence you 
will ultimately receive. 

“Because of .the gravity of 
these offences, i must keep all 
my sentencing options open 
and they include, perhaps in 
the forefront, imprisonment 
Rix, of Richmond, south- 
west London, who was capped 
for England 17 times, is regard- 
ed as one of the country’s top 
coaches and helps to manage 
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Graham Rix: Released on 
bail to await sentencing 


Chelsea's expensive line-up of 
foreign stars. He is assistantto 
the former Italian internation- 
al Gianhica ViaUL 
Laura Cobbs, for the pros- 
ecution, told the court that 
Rix’s guilty pleas were accept- 
able to the Crown. It was not 
intended to proceed with the 
re main i ng allegations, which 
would now “lay on the He". 

Desmond de S3va QC, for 
the defence, told the judge 
that Rix was of hitherto impec- 
cable character; and added 
that he felt the court would be 
assisted by a pre-sentence 
report in “this exceptional 
case". The judge agreed and 
put the case back for five 
weeks. Rix then left the dock 
to see a probation officer 
The maximum sentence for 
having unlawful sex with a girl 
under 16 is two years and for 
indecent assault 10 years. 


Politicians top of 
bad breath league 


POLITICIANS and lawyers 
may be blessed with the gift of 
file gab but many have bad 
breath. 

Pmfessor Mel Rosenberg, a 
microbiologist, told a British 
Dental Association conference 
yesterday that politicians, 
lawyers, judges, MPs and 
teachers were more likely to 

Vi nvfO u.«i * 


■By Cathy Comerfqrd 


More than 100 dentists at- 
tended a seminar given by the 
Israeli scientist in Stratford- 
upon-Avon, Warwickshire. 

Professor Rosenberg h as 
studied bad breath for more 
*££***■ He believes that 
r 3 ™ resident William 
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LONDON FASHION Week kicks 
off this weekend and while, for 
the past few seasons, Britain's 

fashion ca pital has managed tr> 

live up to the hype of recent 
years, this season the future 
looks less rosy. 

The Cool Bri tannia mnnflmr 
is nothing short of derisory 
these days. Yfesterday's decid- 
edly uncool press call, the 
brainchild of die beleaguered 
British Fashion Conndl (BFC1, 
featuring Wonderbra model 
Adriana Sklenarikova with “I 
love London” emblazoned 
across her bra and shorts, 
didn’t help much. This, coupled 
with over-stated reports in the 
press of a mass exodus on the 
part of our designers to more 
lucrative and sunny dimes 
(Milan and Newlhrfc, to be pre- 
cise) has only fuelled specula- 
tion that there are- bad times 
ahead. i " 

Antonio Berardi - it is true 


By Susannah Frankel 
F ashion Editor 

- has decamped to Milan; as an 
established designee He is not 
unwise to have moved on to a 
more commercially motivated 
fashion capital Vivienne West- 
wood showed her Red Label dif- 
fusion line in New Ybrk last 
week. She did so more to pub- 
licise the opening of her new 
shop there than because of 
any antipathy towards Lon- 
don, where she continues to live 
and work. Philip Treaty also 
showed in New York, although 
he will show in London next 
week also. He has done this 
race before More serious, how- 
ever; is the fact that Alexander 
McQueen, it was yesterday 
confirmed, wifl almost certain- 
ly be showing m New Yfork next 
season. ‘i. \ 

“We need to build up our 
business there,” said a Me- 


HOME NEWS/11 


A McQueen show: the designer wants to boost US sales 

Hype is 
out of 
style in 
London 



Adriana Sklenarikova, Wonderbra model, launches London Fhshion Week. Below: A model shows Alexander McQueen’s last collection Reuters. Peter Macdiarmid 


Queen spokeswoman. “We do 
well in New Y)rk and in Los An- 
geles but so far there's very lit- 
tle happening in between.” 
She stressed, though, that 
London-born McQueen would 
be returning to London the 
season after that 
Ibis is not the first time our 
big-name designers have 
moved on, however. Most fa- 
mous was the departure of 
John Galliano to fferis in the 
early Nineties. Katharine Ham- 
nett Bifat Ozbek and West- 
wood again all left London for 
Paris once they had outgrown 
the still relatively small busi- 
ness infrastnicture that- sup- 
ports our designers, 

Whatfs more, their departure 


made way for younger design- 
ers, McQueen included, to 
make their mark. 

More than any other fashion 
capital, London is famous for 
showcasing fledgling design 
talent, too raw to penetrate 
the still far more bourgeois 
fashion capitals ofMflan, Paris 
and New York. 

Tb this end, next week's 
series of shows includes an un- 
official schedule that boasts 
names like Shelley fbx. She is 
the recent recipient of the first 
Jerwood Fashion Prize, the 
largest award of its kind to date 
and a business back-up for 
designers. There is also a 
debut collection by Markus 
Lupfer, who was formerly a de- 


sign assistant at Clements 
Rfoeiro and also a Jerwood 
finalist 

On the official schedule, 
meanwhile, Robert Cary- 
Wflhams, Tristan Webber; Ser- 
aph and Mulli gan are aB names 
to watch. 

Despite rumours otherwise, 
Hussein Chalayan - expected to 
win British Designer of the 
Ybar-is showing in London for 
now. This, coupled with show- 
ings by more established names 
-Ghost, Paid Smith, Betty Jack- 
son and Jasper Conran, to 
name just a few - makes Lon- 
don more than worth looking at 

Simon Wilson, chief execu- ‘ 
five at the BFC, said yesterday: 
“We are hoping that overseas 


attendance figures will be high- 
er than ever this season - 2,000 
press and buyers are expected 
to come through the doors.” 

Among them wifi be Ameri- 
can Vogue's Anna Win tour, fly- 
ing in for this season, as well as 
senior buyers from both Amer- 
ica and Europe. 

More good news comes from 
Vidal Sassoon, who announced 
last weds that he will continue 
to sponsor London Fhshion 
Week for the next five years, to 
the tune of £2 ,2m. 

By international standards, 
it may still be early days for 
London but it would be wise for 
people.to alltfwitto build on the 
considerable impression it has 
made up until now... .. . . .. 
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Chunnel ‘hard man’ to 
be rail troubleshooter 


SIR ALASEAER Morton, the for- 
mer “hard man” in charge of 
Eurotunnel, is expected to be 
appointed by John Prescott, 
Secretary of State for the En- 
vironment, Transport and the 
Regions, to head a new strate- 
gic rail authority to enforce 
higher standards on Railtrack. 

Sir Abstain who also acted 
as a consultant to Peter Man- 
delson on the Millennium 
Dome project in Greenwich, 
south London, is being brought 
in to tackle the dismal record 

of Railtrack under its chairman 
Sir Robert Horton. 

Mr Prescott has called a 
rail summit for 25 February to 
order Railtrack and the priva- 
tised rail companies to im- 
prove their services. 

Sir Alastair, 61, established a 
reputation as a hard-hitting ex- 
ecutive with a record for fight- 
ing for the interests of the small 
share holders when he was co- 
chairman of the company that 
built the Channel T unne l. 

In Whitehall Sir Alastair is 
regarded as a '■‘big animal in 
the j ung le” who wiD be strong 
enough to take on Railtrack. 
He is privately compared to 


By Coun Brown 
Chief Political Correspondent 

Chris Woodhead, the head of 
the schools inspectorate, for 
insisting on higher standards. 
“He will be able to put 
some stick about,” one source 
said. 

Sir Alastair will take up his 
duties in April, and the new 
strategic authority for the rail 
services - backed up by legis- 
lation - will give him wide- 
ranging powers to raise 
performance levels. 

Mr Prescott, who has at- 
tacked the privatised railway 
services as a “national dis- 
grace”, believes raising stan- 
dards is vital if he is to succeed 
in encouraging more motorists 
to leave their cars at home. 

A damning report on Rail- 
track will provide plenty of am- 
munition for Mr Prescott at 
next Thursday's summit It ac- 
cuses Railtrack, which runs 
the trade services used by the 
rail companies, of failing to in- 


and questions the (Erection of its 
planned £L7bn investment pro- 
ject over the next 10 years. 


Accusing Railtrack of failing 
to deliver on its commitments, 
the report is expected to claim 
that it has failed to invest con- 
sistently in many areas, par- 
ticularly its Great Western 
Zone, covering South Wales 
and the South-west 

Rail track’s profit forecast 
this year has risen to £400m, 
with access fees of £2bn a year 
from the rail companies. 

The report, by the manage- 
ment consultancy Booz Allen 
and Hamilton, was commis- 
sioned by the rail regulator last 
year to review RaQtrack’s per- 
formance, and has sparked 
speculation in the City that Mr 
Prescott may order Railtrack to 
reduce its payments to share- 
holders to invest more in rais- 
ing standards. 

He could reduce the access 
charges Railtrack levies on the 
train operators with a regular 
six-monthly performance 
review. 

Railtrack said yesterday that 

Sir Robert would respond to the 

criticism next week when the 

report is published and he is ex- 
pected to come out fighting; 

RaiHr fldr Hflrmfc the mimh wnf 



Alastair Morton: ‘Big animal in the jungle* 


train delays for which it can be 

blamed has fallen by 40 per 
cent, but the management con- 


sultants’ report says most of the 

improvement was achieved in 
the first yean 


‘Stop using historic 
locos’ says Railtrack 


THEY MAY bring a tear to the 
eye of the trainspotter but the 
sight of retired locomotives 
pulling passenger services has 
made Railtrack see red 
Train companies have been 
told to stop using “heritage" 
diesel engines to cope with the 
growth in rail travel and make 
up for a shortage of rolling 
stock. The increasing number 
of preserved trains normally 
found on private railways or in 
museums being used for regu- 
lar timetabled services has 
prompted Railtrack to impose 
a moratorium. It said operators 
were putting raO safety* at risk 
by hiring museum pieces for 
regular use without getting the 
necessary approval 

It is understood that three 
companies have been hit by the 
ban, although other operators 
are using heritage diesels with 
Rah track's agreement In one 
case, passengers had to endure 
unheated carriages after the 
train company was stopped 
from using a heritage engine. 

A company spokesman said - 
“RaD track has become aware 
of an increasing trend in the use 
of heritage rah vehicles on reg- 


By Philip Thornton 
T ransport Correspondent 

ular scheduled passenger ser- 
vices. [It] is concerned about 
the impact that this growing 
trend may have on the overall 
risk on the network." 

Railtrack said modern trains 
were safer than older ones, 
which were taken out of service 
to improve safety. *A trend in re- 
introducing de-registered ve- 
hicles on regular scheduled 
services would inhibit, and may 
even reverse, this incremental 
safety improvement-” The com- 
pany, the custodian of railway 
safety, has to approve each op- 
erator's operation - known as 
the “safety case”. 

The problem arises when 
firms use locomotives not men- 
tioned in the safety case. Rail- 
track said it would not accept 
any requests to run heritage 
locos on scheduled services 
for six months while it consults 
with the industry. 

But the train companies say 
Railtrack is behaving anti-corn- 
petitively by forcing them to 
search for spare, often inferior, 
rolling stock and run shorter 


trains. They accuse Railtrack of 
inconsistency in banning the 
regular use of Class 50 en- 
gines, which were built in 1 968 
and only token out of service in 
1994, but allowing the use of 
1957-buill trains. Cardiff Rail- 
ways said it had to hire trains 
without proper heating after 
Railtrack told it to slop using a 
1968 locomotive. The ban has 
since been lifted. Anglia Rail- 
ways has agreed not to use a 
Class 55 Del tic. 

Alun Rees, general manag- 
er of the private Severn Valley 
Railway which leased the Class 
50 to Cardiff Valley, said he 
backed methods to maintain 
safety. "We have no intention 
whatsoever... to dilute safety 
but Rail track's current stance 
is neither logicai or helpful." 

The preserved ■ railway com- 
munity is angry with Railtrack 
and one member said it risked 
getting into "legal hot water" by 
implying some locos were un- 
safe. “What is heritage traction? 
If a 1 968 Class 50 is banned but 
a 1957 diesel multiple unit is 
running around on daily service 
in the North, then the distinc- 
tion is meaningless.” 
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FOREIGN NEWS/13 

Kurd outrage: Angry demonstrations across Europe over Ocalan’s capture while London protesters appear in court 
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siege: 79 

facing 

charges 
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THE 79 Kurds arrested after the 
three-day siege at the Greek 
embassy in London were all 
charged with violent disorder 
last night Scotland Yard said 
those arrested, incl uding at 
least four women and a number 
of asylum-seekers, would ap- 
pear before Horseferry Road 
magistrates 1 court in central 
London. 

The move follows angry 
protests from Kurdish cam- 
paigners after the occupiers 
were detained under anti- 
terrorism legislation as they 
emerged from the embassy in 
Holland Park shortly after 2pm 
on Thursday. 

Meanwhile in Berlin, about 
a dozen Kurds laid a wreath 
outside the Israeli consulate, 
wherethree Kurds who tried to 
storm the building on Wednes- 
day were shot dead by Israeli 
security guards. 

Representatives of the 
group then spoke with the Is- 
raeli ambassador; Avi Primor. 

Mr Primor said afterwards 
that there was “no feud” 
between Israelis and Kurds, 
blaming “some kind of mis- 
understanding” for the 
rumours that set off the at- 
tempted occupation. 

In Amsterdam today up to 
4,000 Kurds plan to demon- 
strate against the seizure of the 
Kurdish Workers Party (PKK3 
leader; Abdullah Ocalan, who is 
in a Turkish jail. Yesterday a 
group of 44 Kurds arrested 
earlier this week after taking 
over the Greek ambassador’s 
residence in The Hague stood 
trial on charges of unlawful 
detention of individuals, illegal 
entry and the destruction of 
personal property. Ear* feces 
up to 15 years in prison if 
convicted 

Thousands of Kurds demoo- 


By John Davison 

strated across the Middle East 
yesterday in support of Mr 
Ocalan, burning die Turkish 
flag in the Lebanese capital, 
Beirut, attacking Tu rkish 
trucks in Iran, and ranging 
traffic chaos in Cyprus. 

An estimated 3,000 to 5.000 
protesters marched on the 
Lebanese parliament and 
prime ministerial offices in 
Beirut, demanding that the 
government intercede with 
Turkey to set Mr Ocalan free. 
Mr Ocalan is well-known in 

Lebanon, where his group hart 

training camps in the 1980s. He 
was last seen in Lebanon in 
1992 at a guerrilla training 
camp. 

In Nicosia. Cyprus, about 
300 demonstr ators wavin g PKK 
flags and chanting “Free 
Ocalan” marched through the 
dly centre, bringing traffic to a 
standstill for an hour Earlier; 
some 100 Kurds ended a 
hunger strike outside the 
Greek embassy. Before dis- 
persing, they delivered a letter 

to the embas sy ripmanrim g Mr 

Ocalan’s release in the name of 
the PICK’S political wing, the 
National liberation Front of 

Kurdistan 

Greek Cypriotpolitical lead- 
ers visited the protesters out- 
side the embassy to express 
support. 

In Ttehrah, more than 2,000 
Kurds stood outside the Turk- 
ish embassy shouting “Ttirkey, 
we will burn you!” The pro- 
testers then marched through 

the Iranian capital Elsew here 

in Iran, 3,000 Kurds staged a 
demonstration in Mahabad, a 
city close to the border of Iraq 
and Turkey that was pro- 
daimed the capital of Kurdistan 
early this centery. 
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Kurds confront Romanian police yesterday as they tried to march on the Greek embassy in Bucharest to protest at the seizure of Abdallah Ocalan 

Ocalan’s Greek comedy of errors 


Reuters 


THE GREEK P rime minister; 
Costas Smitis, was ata soda! oc- 
casion when a colleague came 
to whisper the urgent message 
that Abdullah Ocalan had been 
smuggled into the country ac- 
cording to the gossip among 
Athens diplomats. 

The messenger was sympa- 
thetic to the Kurdish cause and 
wanted to know what Greece 
could do to help. Mr fjjmitig 
“nearly feinted with shock”, one 
onlo oker said. The an guished 
Prime Minister reportedly de- 
dared: “Don't do this to me!” be- 
fore ordering that Mr Ocalan be 
removed as quickly and as qui- 
efly as possible. 

Before finally felfeig - into 


By Paul Wood 
in Athens 

Turkish hands, Mr Ocalan’s 
search for political asylum saw 
him in Moscow, Rome, Minsk, 
Belarus, Athens and Corfu; 
and St Petersburg and Nizhny 
Novgorod. He had tried also 
without success to go to Paris, 
Bonn. Oslo, Stockholm, Bern, 
the Netherlands and Kiev. 

Greece’s effort to find him a 
haven began with a private cit- 
izen, Andonis Naxakis, a retired 
Greek naval officer with ties to 

flip Kunfish rehrin Mr NarakiR 

arranged for Mr Ocalan to % 
from St Petersburg to Athens an 
■29 January on a private plane. 


Greek intelligence agents 
then took over and, according 
to some reports, acting on the 
Prime Minister’s orders, they 
put Mr Ocalan bat* on the air- 
craft on l February and it took 
off for Rotterdam. 

Mr Ocalan thought he could 
arrive at the International 
Court of Justice in The Hague 
and argue the Kurdish cause. 
But he never landed. The 
Dutch turned his aircraft away 
and it went back to Greece, 
landing on toe island of Corfu. 

Greek Fbreign Ministry offi- 
cials then took charge and sent 
Mr Ocalan to a Greek embassy 
property in Nairobi, where he 
could seek safe haven in a third 


African country. What is known 
of the story of how Mr Ocalan 
was captured in Kenya some- 
times reads like the {dot of a bad 
spynoveL The first error made 
by toe Greek security and for- 
eign services supposedly look- 
ing after the Kurdish Workers’ 
Party (PKK) leader was to send 
him to the Keqyan capital, 
where the United States has 
maintain ed a intelligence pres- 
ence ever since its embassy 
was bombed. 

Diplomats say Mr Ocalan 
was detected by an American 
listening post because he used 
his mobile phone. Negotiations 
between Mr Ocalan and gov- 
ernment ministers in Athens 


were also said to have taken 
place on an open telephone 
line, with the Turkish security 
services listening in. 

Mr Ocalan reportedly de- 
manded a false passport, money 
and an aircraft to take him to the 
Netherlands for another try at 
the international court. He ap- 
pealed again for asylum in Italy. 
France, Greece or Russia, or 
even a trial in Germany. 

It was during these negoti- 
ations last weekend that be 
lost patience and took the path 
which led to his downfall Hie 
said be would start his own ne- 
gotiations with the Kenyans. 

“He was used to giving the 
orders and wouldn't take any 


Britain pledges troops for 
Timor peace-keeping force 


BRITAIN HAS offered to send 
troops and money to East 
Timor for a United Natioos- 
sponsored peace-keeping force. 
The troops would be deployed 
in the event of an Indonesian 
withdrawal which might take 
place by the end of this yean 

News of the offer was given 
by Jose Ramos-Horta, over- 
seas spokesman for the Timo- 
rese resistance, in an interview 
with The Independent yester- 
day in Hong Kong. He said 
Derek Fhtchett, the Foreign 
Office minister responsible for 
Asia, had written to Xanana 
Gusmao, leader of the Timor- 
ese resistance, two days ago. 

According to Mr Ramos- 
Horta, Britain is one of toe 
first powers to pledge support 
for a force which would help toe 
former Portuguese colony pre- 
pare for independence. The 

letter was delivered by Bntams 

ambassador in Jakarta to toe 
house where Mr Gusmao is 
being held after his release 
from orison a week ago. 

■Tm very confident that the 


By Stephen Vines 
in Hong Kong 

United IQngdom would be a 
major contributor to Tunon” 
said Mr Ramos-Horta. He had 
special praise fin* toe Foreign 
Secretary Robin Cook, and the 
Secretary of State for Interna- 
tional Development, Clare 
Short, who, he said, were “vety 
sensitive towards East Timor 
and very aware that they have 
to make up for Britain’s arms 
sales to Indonesia'’. 

Mr Ramos-Horta also noted 
Mr FhtchetFs dose involve- 
ment in toe Timor issue, spying 
be had visited Mr Gusmao 
three Hm« in toe past year 

Next week talks are due be- 
tween the foreign ministers of 
Portugal and Indonesia and 
Jamsheed Market; toe UN Sec- 
retary-General’s special rep- 
resentative. They are trying to 
readi agreement on how the 
Timorese people will be con- 
sulted on plans for autonomy. 

“We remain poles apart on 

fhfs crucial issue," Mr Ram os - 



Jose Ramos-Horta: Praised 
Robin Cook’s support 

Horta said. “Jakarta refuses to 
have a referendum on self- 
determination." This is sup- 
ported by the Portuguese and 
most UN members. 

Indonesia is saying that if the 
Timorese reject its proposals 
fora degree of autonomy with- 
in the Indonesian state, they 
will pack up and leave by the 
end of the yean 

Jakarta has been supporting 
paramilitary gangs which have 


started raising the temperature 
in 'nmoc It is far this reason that 
a UN-sponsored peace-keep- 
ing force is being considered 

Besides Britain, there have 
been pledges of support from 
Australia, New Zealand, Cana- 
da and the Nordic countries. 
Portugal has even promised to 
underwrite toe entire opera- 
tion if necessary 

The United States has yet to 
commit itself although Stanley 
Roto, Assistant Secretary of 
State responsible for East Asia, 
is in dose touch with Mr 
Ramos-Horta and Mr Gusmao. 

There are fears that a rapid 
end to the 23-year Indonesian 
occupation of East Timor would 
give way to chaos. 

Mr Ramos-Horta says he is 
working to shore up interna- 
tional support for a new inde- 
pendent state and to enlist a 
high-powered team of interna- 
tional economic advisers. The 
team wifl be chaired by Eric Ho- 
tung, a Hong Kong tycoon, and 
will include the financier 
George Sons. 


from us," said the Greek For- 
eign Minister. Theodores Pan- 
galos, who was sacked on 
Thursday. "He rejected our ad- 
vice and started talking." 

Mr Ocalan left the Greek 
embassy for toe airport fol- 
lowed by the Greek ambas- 
sadoc Both thought the waiting 
aircraft would take Mr Ocalan 
to the Netherlands. Then Mr 
Ocalan’s car "peeled off down a 
side street" - a result of Turk- 
ish infiltration of the scheme. 
Turkish commandos had flown 
into Nairobi for a mission code- 
named Safari and they bagged 
their big game - inflicting hu- 
miliation on the ancient foe. 
Greece, into the bargain. 
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‘Clinton raped me in hotel,’ 
claims Arkansas woman 
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in Washington 

Arkansas wbere he was speak- 
ing. They arranged to meet for 
coffee. He suggested that her 
room would be quieter than a 
noisy coffee shop, and she 
agreed. In her account, they 
were looking out of the window: 

he put his arm around her; 


io uic uw 

He bruised and wt nor up, 
then suggested an ice-pack to 
reduce the swelling. Ms Broad- 
cirick says she was pained and 
shocked, but never brought 
charges because he was toe 
state's chief law officer and 
bad ambitions to be governor. 


Ms Broaddrick was one of 
the women summoned to tes- 
tify in the sexual harassment 
suit brought against Mr CEnton 
by Paula Jones, but she signed 
an affidavit denying that toe 
incident happened -an affidavit 
die has subsequently refuted. 

She also denies rumours 
that her husband was paid not 
to divulge the story. 

Howevec the similarities in 
approach, if not outcome, 
between Ms Jones’ account 
and Ms Broaddrick’s, made 
Ms Broaddrick's evidence 
highly relevant to that case. 

Although there were rum- 
ours of the attack circulating 
around the time of Mr Clinton’s 
first presidential campaign, Ms 


Broaddrick remained silent, 
until now. Last month, she was 
interviewed by NBC but the 
tape was kept under wraps - 
according to some because of 
White House pressure. 

Clinton supporters maintain 
that the revival of Ms Broad- 
driek’s accusation is just one 
more aspect of the “right-wing” 
conspiracy against him: having 
failed on the impeachment 
front, they say his enemies 
are looking for other ways of 
discrediting him 

But the extent to which Mr 
Clinton’s past is bound up with 
contemporary politics, sug- 
gests that the truth may never 
be known - and would not 
change any thing if it were. 
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The last film tsar of all the Russias 


AT LEAST 6,000 people will 
today gather in the Kremlin for 
toe world premiere of a film that 
is not only the most expensive 
m Russian history but which 
also sets out to work a miracle 
- to lift Russia out of its post* 
Soviet decline, bring back its 
emigres, and reconcile its 

divisions 

It will be a gala occasion, a 
rare taste of Hollywood in the 
middle of a long winter, made 
bleaker than ever by an un- 
Shakeable economic depres- 
sion. Memories of August's 
crash - which destroyed the 
emerging middle class and 
wiped noughts from the bank 
balances of oligarchs - will be 
temporarily suspended at least 
by the gilded few. 

These are various. Those 
invited to view The Barber of 
Siberia include Alexei n, the 
Patriarch of the Russian Or- 
thodox Church; Russia's as- 
cendant Prime Minister, 
Yevgeny Primakov, the film di- 
rector Steven Spielberg; and a 
long list of leading lights from 
politics, diplomacy-journalism 
and the arts. It was unclear last 


By Phil Reeves 
in Moscow 


night if Boris Yeltsin will take 
up his invitation, but his wife, 
Naina, is expected 

The film cost $45m (£2$m), 
an unprecedented figure in the 
Russian movie industzy. Most 
of it was raised in toe West It 
is the work of toe actor-direc- 
tor Nikita Mikhalkov, who won 
an Oscar in 1995 for the classic 
Burnt by Hie Sim, but who won 
acclaim long before for movies 
including Slone of Love (1976) 
and Obtomoo (1979). It stars 
Richard Harris and Julia Or- 
mond, who are also expected at 
tonight’s fur-wrapped parade of 
the great, the good and not- 
so-good. The moustachioed 
Mikhalkov himself plays 
a cameo part as Tsar Alexan- 
der in. 

This is apt These days. 
Mikhalkov, 53, is not only a 
giant of the Russian film in- 
dustry and its chief interna- 
tional advocate. He is also a 
figure on the political land- 
scape, tirelessly preaching 
what he brands as ‘'enlightened 
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J ulia Ormond with Alexei Petrenko in a scene from “The Barber of Siberia', directed by Nikita Mikhalkov above right I Amaud Borred 


conservatism” - beliefs which 
include a constitutional monar- 
chy, politics by “evolution not 
remAatkxr, Russian Orthodka® 
and the urgent need to restore 
Russia's self-respect 


He recently revealed that he 
would "think seriously” about 
running for the presidency. No 
matter that his remarks looked 
suspiciously in»» a p re- launch 
publicity stunt, the Russian 


[ness fell on them, eagerly fac- 
toring him. into the endless 
national debate about Mr 
Yeltsin's successor 

But Mikhalkov is not waiting 
for any ballot He has flirted 


with the electorate before, win- 
ning a parliamentary seat in 
1995 under the list system as a 
member of the government 
party Our Home is Russia. (He 
turned it down, despite having . 
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earlier insisted that he wanted 
to be an MB) The movie itself 
is his vehicle, his outlet for in- 
tense patriotism - a trait 
shared with , his father who 
wrote the words to the Soviet 
national anthem. 

“When Italy lost the war its 
movie-makers raised the coun- 
tiy from ruins, r Mikhalkov said 
this week. “People paid their 
last pennies to see films be- 
cause they gave them hope 
and strength I want the peo- 
ple who emigrated from Russia 
to see my film. J want them to 
return to raise the country up 
with their hearts, their labours 
and their minds.** 

Spoken like a patriot, a man 
who - as a genealogical chart 
on his office wall reportedly re- 
veals - can trace his lineage to 
Catherine the Great No sur- 
prise, then, that he wffl toast his 
film in the post-screening ban- 
quet with the words “Tb the 
Fatherland” to the music of 
Glinka’s “To the Glory of the 
Tsar”. 

But tonight's event has an- 
other dimension, valued by this 
struggling society. It will be 
brandished as further evidence 
that Russia’s once-mighty film 
industry-after years in the ddl- 


dnuns- could be on the up. Re- 
covery has been painfully slow. 
The first major modern cinema 
complex did not open in 
Moscow until 1996. The coun- 
tiys 2,000 other urban cinemas 
are all too often dingy, pungent 
and empty. In 1996. only 20 
films were released in Russia, 
a dismal level only previously 
matched in the last repressive 
years of Statin. Last year, that 
figure rose to 46. It is. at least, 
progress. 

Whether Mikhalkov ulti- 
mately succeeds in his aim of 
currying up the battered Slavic 
sense of pride is uncertain. It 
may not be as easy as he 
thinks . He is likely to be criti- 
cised for making too many con- 
cessions to the Western punter 
- much of the dialogue is in 
inn giigh He film, an epic 19th- 
century love story, is said to 
have a marked Hollywood 
texture. 

The whiff of Hollywood has 
also infused the hype, which has 
reach an unprecedented level 
for a Russian film. The Paris 
fashion house, Hermes, has 
produced Barber of Siberia 
silk scarves. A Russian perfume 
firm, Novaya Zarya, has re- 
leased two Barber scents. 
Phone cards are going on sale, 
with Barber logos. There is a 
website. And after dining on 
pancakes, caviar, pies, vodka 
and champagne, the premiere 
guests will be able to loosen 
their belts and cummerbunds 
and smoke Barber cigars. Bev- 
erly Hills would love it But will 
Russia? 










Kenneth Starr is sworn in before his testimony 
to the House Judiciary Committee last month 


Starr may 
face ‘special 
prosecutor’ 


THE MAN who was appointed 
as a special prosecutor to in- 
vestigate US President Bill 
Clinton may himself become 
the target of a special prose- 
cutor 

Kenneth Starr may be in- 
vestigated for ethical breach- 
es during his inquiry, which 
initially focused on the White- 
water affair but came to en- 
compass much, much more. 

The possibility of appointing 
a special prosecutor is one op- 
tion being considered fay Janet 
Reno, the Attorney-General, 
The New York Times regaorted 
yesterday. 

He is alleged to have broken 
legal rules in the way his staff 
treated Monica Lewinsky, the 
former White House intern 
whose affair with President 
Clinton led to impeachment 
proceedings. 

His office isalleged to have 
bidden links to lawyers work- 
tog for Paula Jones, the 
Arkansas state employee who 
brought a sexual harassment 
suit against Mr Clinton. And his 
staff are alleged to have leaked 
to the press details of grand 
jury testimony. 

Mr Stan; a former official in 


By Andrew marshall 
in Washington 


nouse ana Ju- 
dicial appointee of the Bush ad- 
BHtostration. is regarded as 
part of the “vast right-wing 
conspiracy" by the Democrats 
K^toMrCBiit^airiasam> 
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wmg across the United States. 

The investigation into his af- 
fairs is being handled by a spe- 


cial unit of the Justice De- 
partment at the moment, 
which has caused criticism 
from the ri gh t 

Ms Reno is, after ail, an 
officer of Mr Clinton's cabinet, 
and she is considering ap- 
pointing a special investigator 

- perhaps a senior Republican 
lawyta; to counter claims nf hiac 

- to complete the probe. The 
idea seems to have come from 
Mr Starr’s office, as part of a 

‘‘rancorous* exchange over the 

inquiry. 

’Washington is a town where 
the largest section in the yel- 
low pages is for lawyers, and 
about half of the politicians 
and staff have a legal back- 
ground. 

So it perhaps should not be 
sur PT* fim § toat lawyers wfllin- 
yestigate a lawyer for his links 
to other lawyers. But the im- 
portance of Mr Starr's contin- 
uing embrofimentis threefold. 

In the eyes of some Demo- 
crats, he overstepped the line 
repeatedly in his investigation. 
Republicans, meanwhile, think 
toat the probe is part of a re- 
jigs strategy from the White 

also convinced 
f j j e mvest igation is in- 
tended to deter Mr Starr from 
P^Bssing indictments against 
Mr Clinton and perhaps other 
members of the President's 
entourage for their behaviour 

dunng the past year 
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Nigeria takes 
fateful step 
to democracy 


~7TW? 


Bv Alex Duval Smith 

m Lagos 

Pahliamentaky elections 


of military rule in Nigeria, 
should provide a dear indica- 
Hon of who wiD win the race to 
become president in a week’s 
time. 

Both presidential candi- 
dates, the retired general and 
former head of state, Olusegun 
Obasanjo, and the one-time 
finance minister; Ohi Fhlae, are 
seen as acceptable to the coun- 
try’s ever-powerful military. 
They have pledged that there 
wiD be no “witch-hants" 
the top brass wbo Bave de- 
frauded the state. 

raeir parties, the People’s 
Democratic Party (POP) and a 
joint challenge by the AD Peo- 
ple’s Party (APP) and Mr 
Fhlae’s Alliance ibr Democracy 
(ADJ are ranged along tribal, re- 
ligious and regional lines. It is 
the very scenario which the 
military has always used to 
justify its hold on power for all 
but 10 years of Nigeria’s 39 
years of independence. 

Pini Jason, a political com- 
mentator; said: “The reason 
the official handover from mil- 
itary to civilian rule is happen- 
ing on 29 May- three months 
after the last of the elections - 
is so that the military can sit 
down with the winners and 
work out how Nigeria will be 
rum” 

Even though the c andidate s 
for today’s Senate, House of 
Representatives and National 
Assembly electrons are drawn 
from a wide range of back- 
grounds - including top brass 
swapping ‘"uniforms for agba- 
da" (traditional dress) - their 
tribal affiliations are foremost 
in the minds of the country's 
108 million people. 

The AD is seen as firmfy 



Obasanjo; Acceptable 
candidate for military 

"foruba - the tribe which dom- 
inates the south-west, fariudmg 
the economic capital Lagos, 
with its population of between 
6 and 9 miHion. 

The Ybrubas typically see 
themselves as disadvantaged in 
the face of domination by 
Hausa-FUlani and other tribes 
in the north of the country. 
Ever since Britain, through in- 
direct rule, elevated the position 
of traditional leaders in the 
Muslim north, they have 
dominated in the powerful 
military. 

To consolidate his position, 
60-year-old Mr Fhlae, a Yoruba 

who w^finanffpTrrfrrigtor in fhe 

1980s under the still-powerful 
General Ibrahim Babangida, 
has chosen a running-mate 
from the north, Umaru 
Shinkafi. 

Amid bitter in- fighting Mr 
Shinkafi was chosen at the 
expense aftbeAPP's proposed 
presidential candidate, 
Ogbonnaya Onu. The departure 
of Dr Onu, a former governor 
of Abia state in the east, could 
cost Mr Ealae crucial votes in 
the east when the presidential 
election takes place next 
Saturday. I 


IN BRIEF ; 

Ethiopia snubstlTpeace envoys 

THE ETHIOPIAN government gave a cool reception 
yesterday to a European Onion delegation attempting to 
broker a peace deal between Ethiopia and Eritrea, refusing 
a meeting with the Prime Minister, Melqs Zenawi. Envoys 
eventually met the Rxreign Minister; Seyoum Mesfin. 

Poles say Ted Turner ^as racist 

THE POLISH government yesterday aiked Ihe American 
media magnate, Ted Turner; to apologise for a remark 
about Poles it described as racist It said Mr Timer had 
to apologise within a week or it would withdraw $200,000 
of support fora special Time magazmy edition on Poland. 

Kabbah sees progres? on peace 

PRESIDENT AHMAD Tejan Kabbah of Sierra Lewie said 
yesterday he felt progress had been made towards an end 
to dvfl wai; but rebels expressed concern at his lack of 
movement Sankoh, leader of the Revolutionary United 
Front, is in jail in Freetown faring execution for treason. 

Minsk leader criticises ‘pettiness’ 

pict a rtis PRESIDENT Aleksandr Lukashenka denounced 


compensation for eviction from their homes- “How dare such 
great powers tog claims of a meagre bumfoed or so defers 
Against a country that suffered from Chernobyl? be said. 

Bodies found in doctor’s flat 


after police found the mummifiea Domes oj tout mnw 
relatives in her apartment The doctor told price that rie 
did not have the money to bury her mother and three 
sisters, who died of an unspecified disease last summer 
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In today's parliamentary 
elections- the results ofwhich 
are not expected at least until 
Mondsty- the APP coifld do wen 
in the east The AD is expected 
to sweep Lagos and the 
south-west 

General Obasai^ a 61 -year- 
old Ybruba, and his PDP will not 
do weflfo the south- west where 
he is considered a traitor: 

The act for which he is 
respected internationally -that 
he, as military dictator in 1979 
handed over to a civilian pres- 
ident - is regarded in Yoruba- 
land as a sell-out to the military 
because the man he selected 
was Shehu Shagari, a Hausa- 
FhlanL 

But General Obasanjo, who 
has revealed himself as ex- 
tremely weD-funded. allegedly 
by mifitaiy affies, win get strong 
support from the north, con- 
solidated by his Hausa running 
mate, Abubakar Rimi. 

General Obasanjo and the 
PDPwin lose out in the east be- 
cause of his role as a Marine 
commander during Nigeria's 
dvfl wan between 1967 and 
1970. when the region declared 
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Young market vendors near a tattered election poster for the presidential hopeful Olusegun Obasanjo. a retired genera! (.'ur^.'ie l »k i?a z ftaAre 


itself the Independent Repub- 
lic of Biafra. 

A nation whose patience has 
been severely tested by the 
military because fuel short- 
ages dominate everyday life in 
a country that is the world’s fifth 
oil exporter, Nigeria seems 


nevertheless willing to await 
change patiently 
Abdul Oroh. director of the 
Civil Liberties Organisation 
and at the forefront of moni- 
toring elections with dozens 
of foreign observers from 
the United States and the 


European Union, said Nigeri- 
ans were not expecting 
miracles. 

“The presidential candidates 
have been chosen by question- 
able means, in fact a lot 
of money changed hands at 
the primaries. But we are con- 


fident tiiat the voting procedure 
will be as fair as it can be.” he 
said. 

“There were problems with 
registration, way back in Octo- 
ber. and the conkituendes are 
very inequitably drawn, to 
favour the north. Neverthe- 


less. we an* seeing the begin 
ning of j democratic process, 
the military' knows that 
dictatorships are unfashion- 
able. Even with these elec- 
tions, we are far from being u 
democracy. But this is a start/ 
Mr Oroh added 
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Internet Service? 
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With free unfimrted Internet 
access, no wonder over a 
million people have already 
joined Freeserve, Britain’s 
most popular Internet 
Service by far. Ifs fast It’s 
reliable. It’s the Internet at 
rts best AD you pay is the 
standard local call rate. 


Just put the free Freeserve 
CD-ROM into your PC and 
fdtowthesflrpteflTst^^ 
be or>fine in rnhutea 
Any problems, there is free 
on-Jne help and or experts 
are just a phone call away, 
24 hours a day, at only 50p 
per minute. 


With unfimrted e-mail addresses, 
15Mb of Web Space and our 
home page, wwwtfreeservejiet 
is the brightest, most helpful 
gateway to the Net News, 
bushess, entertainment; 
shopping, sport, whatfs happening 
in the UK and much, much more. 
Why pay when all this is free! 
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FARMER ZHANG surveyed the 
hillside. "The land is not good,” 
he said From the corn and mil- 
let grown on his family plot, 
Zhang last year earned just 500 
yuan (£38), nowhere near 
enough to keep his wife and 
seven-year-old son. And that 
was before the taxman came. 

Stop almost any of the mil- 
lions of peasants who scour 
China '5 dties for work and the 
chances are they are ftirious 
about taxes and corruption 
back: home in the villages. 

Fhum his meagre income, 32- 
year-old Zhang had to pay al- 


BY TERESA £OC®lE 
in Peking 

most 150 yuanfytax^fcqi 
to 30 per cent of ' ffis.pitifid 
funds. “If? heavy, andifsdifh- 
cult for me to pay,” he said. 

About half wmt on national 
agriculture taxes, while the rest 
was imposed byihe village head, 
mchidi^ a “management” fee. 
agricultural fee, water tax and 
dectricity fee-AndwhCre do the ~ 
village taxes go - ? ‘Tdon’tfcnnyt ■ 
I’ve lived here 30 years, and Fv 
have not seen any changes.” ’ 

/\H* 1 ' - - ** * * - ■ ' 1 ^ - 



China is faced with a dual. problem 


policy is that taxes on farmers north-west of Peking^ regular 
- should not exceed 5 per cent of tionshave.fittie forcd against 
-income but even in Zhang’s unscrupulous local leaders.' ' 
snjaH village of 400 residents in • by yean China’s pfcas- 

' Bebei province, just 120 miles- r Jmfe have, become angrier at 


local official sjlleffiltyimpqsmg ; forms's inarched on the local 
high fees, taxes . " township offices in protest at ex- 

cessive taxes and corruption, 
in Daolin, in B ang after ona local peasant h»H 

province, when' fe<HH®nds of ‘ v poisoned himself because he 


was unable to pay. Another 
farina (Bed as pdke dispersed 
the demonstration. News of 
less tragic demonstrations 
comes week® 


GREAT ITALIAN DESIGN 
DESERVES CREDIT 
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Sun, a 30jyear-old former 
from Fhcheng county Hebei, 
was selling dates in a Peking 
market to make ends meet 
“In the village, they charge 
fees forvariom reasons. Tb bey 
a car for the to wnship leaders 
they will coQec) money from the 
villages, and they also collect 

rr mrigy fi - ran M inr h nriMing th» 

office in the town. 

“Last year; v^Ten the county 
cadres did not receive their due 
salary they collected two yuan 
per tree from families who 
owned any tree n the village.” 
The problem is not new, but 
the downturn inlthe economy 
and dedme in casual work be- 
cause of soaring xaiengdoyment 

has brought hriiaWd'nx^ re- 

sentments to the surface. 

As long ago as March 1993, 
the then prime miniKter, Li 
Peng, warned ini his annual 
that 

local govmimenlsKnust take 
effective measures to correct 
the practices of mjposing un- 
reasonable service charges 
and coDecttog money for count- 
less purposes”. But nothing 

has chang ed. V ' 

The leadership in Peking is 
now terrified abW^Oie. rising, 
number of peasahts.takihg cli- 

r arfarfin n aflaylmangpat ppoe 

with local ‘ -‘M — -* 

— An official- edict published 
lastweek said that, inthe coun- 
tryside, the focus of [security 
wmk this year shouldfe To dis- 
solve destabilising factors”. Au- 
thorities choddoKb th^ sale of 
fate seeds, fertiliser sfnd pes- 
ticide, it added, and punish vil- 
lage bullies- • 

China's mueh^ubfirised vil- 


m the county 
ave their due 
ted two yuan 
amilies who 
ithe village.” 
i not new, but 


l rural re- 


s “to (fis- 
ts”. Au- 


Natalie Behnng 


lo go elections are supposed to 
impose scone form of account- 
ability on wayward village 
heads, but zhang despaired of 
changing the system. 

Not all villages are this bad. 
Indeed one of the problems in 
bringing justice to the coun- 
tryside is the huge (fisparity be- 
tween different places. 

Just 15 miles away from 
Zhang’s village, 47-year-old 

]?hrmer Zhao had the hick to be 

bom into a community with 
much better land. He could af- 
ford a new brick house and 
schooling for his two teenaged 
children, and despite an annu- 
al household income of 10,000 
yuan (£750), dkl indeed pay tote 
taws of less than 5 per cent. 

But for many of China’s 800 
million formers, life is tough 
again after the relative boom of 
the 1980s. 

A 44-year-old woman from 
Leting County Hebei province, 
complaine d: “They tax every- 
thing, even products that do not 
make a profit Take water mel- 
ons, they s till tax us on them al- 
though melons do not mate 
money at all this year Then 
there are taxes on cucumbers 
and tomatoes. We have five in 
am family and we hand in 700- 
800 yuan in tax from our annu- 
al income of 3,000-4,000 yuan.” 

Even formers who have 
grasped the market economy 
are thwarted Ren, from a town 
in Hebei's Chengde province, 
said he raisedTO pigs last yean 
“The baby pigs cost me'4,000 
yuan at file beginning of the 
year; the feed cost 3,750 yuan. 
When Isold my pigs at market 
I got about 8,000 yuan. But for 
each pig slaughtered at the 
assigned place, I was charged 
more than 80 yuan tax regard- 
less of its weight If you raise 
pigs, you lose money!” 


Fresh rioting 
in Xiiijiang 


111113 


By Teresa Poole 
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The Beatles’ 
sitar man on 

a real high 


Week in the life 

Ravi Shankar, New Delhi 


RAVI SHANKAR, who for years 

was ffls ti fl a ted in his h nrrrefauyt 


-“ I " -■■■ uuu J OiUlJf- 

ing" Indian riaagfral trnoo ^ 
ceived the nrize of his Hfi* Hiic 


week: President Nara yanan 
awarded him the Bharat Ratna, 
the‘3ewei of India", tbe naticaf s 
highest civilian decoratioti. 

“ I have been given numer- 
ous awards around tbe world,” 
be said, “but nothing can equal 
the joy of being recognised in 
one’s own country 

“I feel especially happy to 
get this while I am stfll alive." 
The Bharat Ratna is often 
awarded posthumously. 

♦ 

THE PRESENTATION of the 
award on Tuesday gave an 
extra lift to the homecoming of 
the man who introduced the 
rest of the world to tbe joys of 
the sitar in the Sixties. 

Tbe Pundit (his Indian hon- 
orific), whose permanent base 
is near San Diego, in Califor- 
nia, had no inkling that the 
award was to be made until the 
president telephoned at 3pm 
on the day of his arrival from 
London, to let him know. 

At a press conference an 
Monday, he conceded that his 
great feme abroad probacy en- 
hanced his a ward- worthiness 
at home. “It is sad to note that 
our country stiH does not take 
the first step to recognise its 
talent Many just wallow in 
frustration or turn to the 
West" 


ity and his genuine interest m 
Indian art and music." 

George Harrison had al- 
readyffiseoveredftie sitar and 


* uuuixcum UX in/w UJ 

Play it from a student of Mr 


Mr Shankar he began taking it 
more seriously. “He invited 
me to his place and started to 
learn,” the maestro recalls. 


MR SHANKARS most hectic 
bout of fame began through a 
chance meeting with the Bea- 
tles at a party in 1966. “I was 
immediately veiyattrdcfed-tb ' 
George,” be remembers, “be- 
cause of his dnldfike afanplic - 

I « i, Ji'J I'i 1 1 vrr’*!!' 1. !.»’>. 


THE UPSHOT: the Beatles 
went to India, learnt to med- 
iate, gave up writing chart 
hits, took mind-expanding 
drugs, and eventually broke up. 
And fbr Mr Shankar; too, being 
with the Beatles turned out to 
be a long strange trip. 

“I myself became a super- 
star;” he says with a certain 
wonderment in bis voice. “It all 
got very big in the United 
States, my agent took all these 
engagements without con- 
sulting me. And I ended up be- 
coming very unhappy because 
long hair and drags doesn’t go 
with our music. 

“My guru had always been 
very strict draft drink, draft eat 
meat don’t have sex, don’t 
cheapen your music. At tbe 
Monterey Fblk Ftestival I took 
a stand. I told the crowd-thou- 
sands and thousands - *1 can- 
not perform unless you stop 
smoking. I promise I can make 
you high without external 
stimulation’.’’ 

But for India, eternally con- 
servative despite the Kama 
Sutra and the sensuality of its 
arts, he was guilty by associa- 
tion with the kogbairsw “From 
the imd-Sixties on I was con- 
demned,” he remembers. 
“People began to propagate 
'theidesa that itwas a sacrilege 
what I was doing; that I was 
‘cheapening*, ‘jazzifying’ clas- 


sical music. They didn’t see 
that it was exactly the other 
w ay r o u nd, that I was frying to 
put pur music back on tbe 


ALL THAT is forgotten. “And 
now I get the Bharat Ratna 
Fm amazed to see how pepple 
r» n their mmHg -with- 

out realising it” 

The latest visit has turned 
into a sort of victory lap. After 
the presidential phone call, 
he visited the legendary open 
air university ShanHniirrt-jip , 
near Calcutta, and performed 
before 15,000 people. 

Monday’s press conference 
wasmpitelfhgai ^tfW^ lrn^ 
in, with fens thinly disguised as 
reporters plying the small, 
delicately made 79-year old 
maestro, a Kfctie deaf but stffl 
gStery-feyed, with requests for 
autographs. On Tuesday be 
madetbetriptgjRajpathtothe 
presidential palace for his 
gang.’ :■ 


on Wednesday he gave a 

ctmcertiat Sri Fhrt Aiiriitormm, 

Delhi’s -premier h»n 

The ftmdztwasasssted on an- 
other star by his 17-year-old 

daughter, Annmghfai “My on ly 

student,” as Mr Shankar calls 
ho; she has been learning at 
his knee from the age of nine, 
and now accompanies him 
everywhere he plays. 

The; hall filled with the 
music of the sitan metallic 
and zitheriike, droning lifa* 
inilean pipes, shaping , and 
shirking flee a fiddle w o rryin g^ 
a reel;, then lush and flowery/ 

and.Sinaousiy 

asceti^feveredh^UjmdBHI 
of paradise. ■■ ; ; _■ • J 
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Leader 
takes a 
bus to 
summit 


By peter popham 
in Lahore 

SOUTH ASIA will today witness 

the boldest act of political 
theatre it has seen for some 
years when the Indian Prime 
minister. Alai Behan Vajpayee, 
boards the first bus to run from 
Delhi to tbe Pakistani city of 
Lahore, where he will meet up 
with the Pakistani premier. 
Nawaz Sharif, and proceed to 
a summit conference. 

This bus, touted as the first 
scheduled service to run be- 
tween India and Pakistan, will 
pick up Mr Vajpayee at Amrit- 
sar. a few kilometres from the 
bonder post of Wagah. and hav- 
ing deposited him at Wagah will 
smartly turn round and head 
bock to India. 

Cynics might observe that no 
dale has been set for the start 
of the scheduled service, and 
that the bus thing is. at present, 
no more than a sort of political 
make-believe. 

No matter, as Mr Vajpayee 
has poinu*d out. going by bus - 
even an air- conditioned one 
with television and multi -chan- 
nel audio - brings diplomacy to 
the level of the common man. 
It reminds him that these coun- 
tries are neighbours; that they 
speak the same Language, even 
if they give it different names 
(Hindi and Urdu* and write it 
in Afferent scripts; that their 
chronic antagonism is at least 
as artificial as that between 
North and South Korea. 

Such reminders, percolat- 
ing to the masses, are political 
dynamite. 

Few are betting large sums 
that the summit will break the 
diplomatic logjam. In Lahore, 
the All Jammu & Kashmir Mus- 
lim Conference held a protest 
meeting under a sign that read: 
“Visit a new threat to Pakistan 

- Indian dogs go bade home." 

But between them Mr Vaj- 
payee and Mr Sharif have set 
things in motion. The two na- 
tions are playing cricket today. 

Ifs the last day tf a five-day Tfest 

and the result is on a knife-edge. 
Butlnd^MPsfiewfoBakistan 

- fbe othw- day for a first look 
around. Under the shadow of 
jraitfear terrp$ South Asia is 
hetirahing a newp&cA 
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BUSINESS 



Brieftnc 

f urner to leave CBI at year^nd 

ADAIR TUHNPin rt . 


crfB^Xpdustty, Is 

the head of theS^tobby 
©wp was scheduled to end. The CBI denied feat Mr^ 
Tmrierwas resigning due to tensions with Clive 
Th ?3S! >n ’ ^ or S a nisation , s president 


most 


fe^vSSKSS 

SMaw agre es £106m Danlsco bid 

SHAKE S in Sidlaw jumped 
Z4p to 152£p yesterday 
after the Scottisb-based 


SIDLAVJ GROUP 


share price, pence 



FMAMJ JASONDJ F 


announced an agreed 
£10&4m cash oSer from 
Danish foods and 
packaging group Danisco. 
The offer values the 


company at I55p a store - 
363 per cent higher than 

— its value before the talks 

were announced. The bid for Sidlaw follows a wave of 
consolidation in the packaging sector. No redundancies 
are expected from SidlaWs UOOO-strong workforce . 

RAC welcomes High Court victory 

the Royal Automobile Ctab <RAC> yesterday -welcomed a 
High Court ruling allowing its 12jXM fall members to 
pocket windfall payments from its planned flotation or 
possible sale. Neil Johnson, chief executive, “We look 

forward to getting on with file process of a flotation or sale 
of the company in the best interests of our shareholders.*’ 
Overseas members, former members and those whose 
membership applications were not received fay the 
the RAC agreed to a bid from US finn Cendant lastMareh 
-which collapsed under antitrust pressures last month - 
were all excluded from a potential £396m p ayou t. The 6 
million “associate” members, who pay around £80 a year 
for breakdown covet; were also ruled ineligfoleu ' ■ 
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Slowdown in France and 
Germany raises G7 stakes 


BY DIANE COYLE AND 

Andrew Garfield 

ALARMING SIGNS of weakness 
in Europe's two biggest 
economies have raised the 
stakes at today's Group of 
Seven meeting in Bonn. Wixn 
Duisenberg, president of the 
European Central Bank, will 
come under fresh pressure to 
avert the danger of recession by 
cutting Euroland interest rates. 

Figures yesterday showed a 
shock fall in German grass do- 
mestic product at the end of 1998, 
the first foil in national output far 


GERMANY 


FRANCE 



confidence in Germany contin- 
ued to deteriorate in January the 
eighth successive month of de- 
tine In adcfition manufacturing 
output in France fell sharply in 
December rather than re- 
bounding as expected 
Analysts said the disap- 
pointing news had improved the 
chance that the ECB would cut 
rates in March. In the eyes of 
the financial markets, it is the 
weakness of the euro since its 
launch 50 days ago that explains 
the European Central Bank's 


reluctance so far to reduce 
borrowing costs. 

“These figures explain 
Oskar Lafontaine's pressure 
on the ECB," said Mark Cliffe, 
European economist at ING 
Barings. But he added that the 
high-profile campaign for rate 
cuts by the German finance 
minister had probably been 
counter-productive. 

However; today's G7 meeting 
will be the first time that Mr 
Duisenberg will have had to 
face all his critics. 

Gordon Brown ,the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer wiQ 


today back calls from US Trea- 
sury Secretary Robert Rubin 
for the Europeans to cut inter- 
est rates to boost demand. 

Mr Rubin said earlier in the 
week that the disparities in 
growth between the U nited 
States and its main trading 
partners was leading to an un- 
sustainable situation. 

The Chancellor and the Gov- 
ernor of tbe Bank of England. 
Eddie George, wiD point to the 
speed with which the UK has 
cut interest rates. 

TVeasury officials said yes- 
terday that all countries needed 


to play their part “We do want 
demand-led growth across the 
world to ensure that tbe burden 
erf absorbing exports from crisis 
economies is evenly shared" 
\bsterday’s figures showed 
that German GDP fell by 0.4 per 
cent in the final quarter of 1998. 
taking GDP growth for the year 
as a whole to 2.6 per cent from 
the previous year’s 23 per cart 
A sharp fen in exports, down 3.4 
per cent in the quarter, ac- 
counted for much of the weak- 
ness, but investment and 
government spending also 
declined. 


The latest index of the busi- 
ness climate in Germany from 
Ifo. the economic research in- 
stitute. declined to 91.1 in Jan- 
uary from 91.4 in December, 
while the expectations index fell 
to 96.1 from 963. The continu- 
ing fall came as a big 
disappointment as the closely 
scrutinised indicator had been 
expected to stabilise. 

In France, manufacturing 
output fell 0.7 per cent in De- 
cember after a 0,1 per cent drop 
in November The year-on-ycar 
growth in production slowed 
markedly to just 1.2 per cent 


Don Smith, an economist at 
HSBC Securities, said “This 
signals that an underlying de- 
terioration in French industri- 
al activity is now taking hold." 

At today's meeting the 
Chancellor is expected broad- 
ly to support proposals from 
Hans Tietmeyvr, the Bu tides 
bank President, for a new liai- 
son committee linking central 
bonk governments which could 
ad as an early warning system 
to ensure Uiat potential prob- 
lems in the world ivunnmy and 
financial system are spotted 
early. 

Mr Tietmeyer has b tupped 
short of calling for a new in- 
ternational body and is propos- 
ing instead a new forum with a 
small sivret.iriat, which would 
co-ordinate the work of existing 
regulatory bodies and central 
banks around the world 

The Chancellor is particu- 
larly keen that the various codes 
of practice on transparency and 
standards of compliance and 
prudential supervision being 
drafted in response to lhe Asian 
and Russian crises are imple- 
mented rapidly. 


City marks Abbey down by 7% 


by Lea Paterson 

ABBEY NATIONAL saw its 
shares tumble 7 per cent yes- 
terday, despite announcing a 
solid set of earnings. Analysts 
were disappointed by the 
absence of special shareholder 
payouts and increased bad debt 
provisions. 

. The former building soci- 
ety winch reported a 19 per cent 
rise in 1998 pre-tax profits to 
£X-52bn,s&kl ft wouM retain cap- 
ital in its business rather than 
follow the example of rivals 
such as Halifax, and return sur- 
plus cash to shareholders. 

Ian Barley Abbey chief ex- 
ecutive, said be would consid- 
er giving capital back to 
shareholders only if themaney 
could not be used efficiently 
elsewhere and if at least £500m 
could be returned over an 18- 
month period. Analysts were 
disappointed the bank decided 
against awarding a spedzd div- 
idend, and Abl ¥7 shares ended 
the day down 85p at l£51p. 

“There was nothing in the 
results that was extra to ex- 
pectations," said Hugh Pye, 
h anking analyst at Robert 
Fleming Securities. 

Mr Harley said the fell in the 
share price partly reflected the 
sharp Increases recorded prior 
toyesterday’s results. He said: 
“I don’t think there’s anything 
we’ve saM today that would jus- 
tify that fell in price, but the 
market is fickle.” 

Abbey shares dragged down 
the res t of th e banking sector 
and the FTSE 100, which closed 
down 48.7 points at 6,031.2. 



Taking shelter: Abbey chief executive Ian Harley (left) and chairman Lord Tugeodhat yesterday Edward Webb 


Several analysts were con- 
cerned about Abbey’s bad debt 
proviaons,upfcy£80cito£20lm. 

Abbey said the increase 
partly reflected the exception- 
ally low levels of bad debt seen 
in 1997 and that, going for- 
ward, ft did not expect any sub- 
stantial increase in arrears. 

Mr Harley indicated that the, 
bank’s preference would be to 


acquire a smaller life insurer or 
asset manager than to Irak up 
with a major European or UK 
rival. He said: “It’s difficult to 
justify crossborder mergers. 
Quite what value would be 
added is hard to see.” 

Lord Tugendhat, Abbey's 
chairman, said: “I'm sure we 
will make further acquisitions 
but~ they have to add value 


and fit in with our strategy.” 

Abbey's share of net mort- 
gage lending rose from 3.3 per 
cent to 5.9 per cent, although 
the chief executive said he 
would not be unduly concerned 
if its mortgage market share 
foiled to rise further in 1999. 

Mr Harley added that Abbey 
borrowers should not auto- 
maticalfy expect further fells in 


base rates to be translated into 
lower mortgage rates, saying 
the bank had to consider its 
savers. “Savers will become a 
greater issue as rates fell,”. 

Costs for year 2000 compli- 
ance and euro preparation 
grew by £40m to £68m. The div- 
idend increased by 15 per cent 
to 35 3p per share. 

Outlook, page 21 


Car chief warns on staying out of euro 


TBE GOVERNMENT was warned 


outside the euro would deter in- 
vestment by multinational com- 
panies and could cost a million 
jobsfemanufeeturing. 

Nk&Be% chief executive of 
Vfenxhaii Motors, said that com- 
panies like his would view the 
US’s decision to remain outside 
the single currency as a nega- 
tive factor when deciding 
where to invest 

And Ken Jackson, leader erf 


By Barrie clement 
AND COUN BROWN 

the Amalgamated Engineer- 
ing and Electrical Union, 
warned that the massive jobs 
haemorrhage could be much 
worse if the effect on employ- 
ment in the financial sector was 
taken into account 
On the other side of the ar- 
gument, Business for Sterling, 
the anti-euro campaig n led by 
Lord Marsh, yesterday wrote to 


■nay Blair protesting that it was 
“unreasonable to expect busi- 
ness to spend billions of pounds 
preparing for the single cur- 
rency when the Government's 
own economic tests for joining 
have clearly not been met”. 

Pro-euro Labour MPs are 
lining up to welcome the Trea- 
sury change-over plan for the 
euro, due next weds, in spite of 
its failure to give a dear com- 
mitment that Britain wiQ enter 
the European’ single currency. 


The plan will make ft dear 
that it could take up to two 
years after a “yes" vote in a ref- 
erendum before Britain could 
enter the euro. Downing Street 
sources have said the referen- 
dum will be delayed until after 
the next election, making 2003 
the most Kkdy entry yean 
Speaking at a conference on 
Europe oganised fay lhe AEEU, 
Mr Reflly said that remaining 
outside the single currency 
would cost his company £LOm a 


year He pointed out that it was 
now possible to buy alfcuxhaH 
car in Britain ty paying in euros, 
although the company would 
stQl be burdened by having to 
deal in two currencies. He de- 
scribed the siluatiem as a “mess". 

“The UKis an integral part erf 
the European Union. We can’t 
pick and choose which suits us 
and which doesriV he told the 
video-conferencing session be- 
tween tbe AEEU and German 
union IG MetalL 


PetsMart 
bosses 
may turn 
tables on 
rivals 


by Nigel cope 
A ssociate City Editor 

THE MANAGEMENT erf the Ptets - 
Mart retail chain, which is look- 
ing to buy tbe business bade 
from its American parent, may 
turn the tables on its rival in the 
bid battle and bid for that com- 
pany too. 

Giles Clarice, chief executive 
of PetsMart in the UK is battling 
against rival chain Pets At Home 
to win back control of the busi- 
ness he soM to lhe Americans for 
Cl 50m two years ago. Now it is 
understood he may also seek to 
win control of ftts At Home if his 
offer for the former Etet City busi- 
ness succeeds. 

While there is room in the 
market for two out-of-town pet 
retailers, experts believe there 
would be significant cost savings 
if the two were merged. 

The stumbling block would be 
that Pets At Home is a family 
controlled business that is un- 
likely to want to sell It is run by 
Anthony Preston, who founded 
the company hi 1991. How ever 
the venture capital group 3i has 
a 20 per cent stake and may be 
seeking an exit after a stock mar- 
ket flotation of Lhe business was 
postponed last year. 

Pets at Home and the man- 
agement of PetsMart UK are 
thought to be offering Ciom to 
Cl 5m for Uie retail group, which 
has struggled since the Ameri- 
cans took control. Some venture 
capitalists think it may be worth 
as little as £8m. 

The Americans are thought 
keen to sell and may tic in an an- 
nouncement with its fuH-year re- 
sult ne^ Tuesday. Itis expected 
to report full -year profits of 
$2l.7in (£13m) on sales of Siibn. 

There may be problems with 
tbe competition authorities if 
Pets At Home and fttsMart link. 
They would control about 60 
per cent of Bri tarn's pet products 
market and 40 per cent of pet 


would be sure to complain. 


AROUND THE WORLD’S MARKETS 


ONDON 


BLUE CHIPS spent most of the day 
in the red, although Fbotsie dosed 
above its worst, down 43.7 points at 
.6,0815. Supporting shares made 
modest headway ■ . • 

Abbey National unsettled with 
disappointing figures and a 66 per 
cent rise in provisions. The shares 
were once down 108p; they dosed 
85p lower at L25lp. Supermarkets 
were ruffled by price cutting, with 
J Satasbury off II to 36&25p and 
Safeway 9-25p to 272J5p. Tesco, the 
price cutter; rose IJSp to I75j?p. 

Derek Pain, page 21 


NEW YORK 


US STOCKS were higher at 
midday in quiet trade following a 
rebound, in technology stocks. . 
The Dow Jones average was op 
74 points, or (kS per cost at 
9^72, Tbe Nasdaq was 28 points 
higher at 2,288. 

mu Street was braced for 
volatility on expiration of options 
and options on futures. 

Mark Loftus, senior vice- 
president at Everen Securities 
said; *lt’s mostly a tech-led 
rebound. There is some value 
out there.” 


TOKYO 


STOCKS recorded their third 
successive day of losses, with the 
Nikkei 225 finishing 48.75 points 
fewer at 14,098.04. Traders said 
investors were concerned that the 
unwinding of corporate cross* 
shareholdings ahead of the fiscal 
year-end would spark volatility. 

“Unwinding of cross-holdings is 
-preventing toe index from running 
ahead," said Cdia Farnon, a vice- 
president at Nomura Securities. 

The yen fen farther against the 
dollar in Tokyo trading boosting 
toe shares of expint companies. 


HONG KONG 


HONG KONG shares tumbled in 
tbe first session after the three- 
day Chinese New Year break. 
The Hang Seng index reversed 
early gains, finishing U827 
points - 1.58 per cent - lower at 
9,254.12. 

Traders said lower Hang Seng 
futures, firmer interest rates 
and fears over bad debts at 
Hang Seng Bank took shares 
lower. Shares in Hang Seng 
Bank - which has significant 
exposure to both China and 
Hong Kong - fell 52 per cent 


BO SAP PAULO 

BRAZILIAN shares shrugged off 
news that the economy had slipped 
into recession, trading up 107.25 
points, or 1-21 per cent, by mid 
afternoon at 8967.93. 

Gross domestic product fell bv a 
seasonally adjusted 1.64 per cent 
in the fourth quarter; the second 
successive quarterly drop. 

TVio ■ 


said: “At the end of the year; the 
objective of the government 
centred on balancing the public 

accounts, putting off growth, for 

a more stable climate." ' 
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Debt relief package has to be improved 




. . , . — - ana 

central banters as they assemble 

V Hus weekend in Bonn is not Wan 
Streetorthe weakness of the Japan- 
ese economy. Rathecitis how tore- 
ajmect the advanced economies 
with the developing world The up- 
heaval in global capital markets 
since mid-1997 has resulted in a vir- 
hial halt to the flow of investment 

from ndi to devdopingcounhiesand 

a total cessation of inflows the 



world's most disadvantaged nations. OT TTT HOV 

The wefl-stream 1 — V* ^ * CtJVJIV 




dried up. 

This is the issue that the Tiet- 
mcyer plan for better co-on£natian 
between banking regulators is ulti- 
mately meant to address. The pro- 
posals drawn up by the Bundesbank 
prcskfait fijrm theGTs r^>air job on 
toe global financial architecture. 
But getting the structure right can 
in the end only be a long-term goal 
A more immediate fix is required. 

On this front, debt relief seems to 
be toe most urgent priority. The bur- 
den of debt hanging over the poor- 
est developing economies is so great 

that they w31 never have any hope 
of joining toe global dub unless it is 


lightened. This is much more than 
just a moral issue, though it is cer- 
tainly that. Fbr its continuing eco- 
nomic success and political 
credibility, the global dub to 


So. although it would be easy to 
play the cynic and mock Gordon 
Brown for leaping on the bandwag- 
on set rolling by pop stars like Bono 
and Bowie, this would be a cheap re- 
sponse. fix- one tiring Mr Brown, Hhe 


taken toe lead within the G7 on im- 
proving debt reliet to tarth, his the 
ageing rockers, not toe politicians, 


who are leaping aboard the band- 
wagon. 

More important, there is a gen- 
uine need to improve the terms cf the 
debt relief package so painfully ne- 
gotiated between the G7, IMF and 
Wbrid Bank in the past few years. 
The lives, health and education of 
many millions depend on it So does 
the ideal of an open and prosperous 
woiMeconcmywhich can defiverthe 

benefits of marke t ra prtaliVp 

That ideal has taken a serious knock 
of late, and it is in urgent need of a 
pick-me-up. 

On the other hand, the debt relief 
ca mp aig ne rs do need to be steered 
away from the moral high ground to 
the less ambitious p)pfas of practi- 
cal politics. Many are calling for the 
entire $3Q0hn-plus Third Hfarid debt 
lobe written off. 

This will not happen, nor should 
it— it wouMpenafise desperately poor 

countries like Bangladesh that have 
never taken on big debts because 
they are unable to. The end result is 
that it would (fivert much-needed aid 
money away from such countries, 

while giving an u n f air adv antage *0 
those on the next rung of the devel- 
opment ladder that have managed to 


borrow money in the past The in- 
creasingly glamourous Jubilee 2000 
cam paign should reward Mr Brown’s 

gesture by steeing its star support- 
era towanls a reafistic target 


Defence buying 


THE LOBBYING and razzmatazz is 
already under way. Even at tins 
early stage, political allies are being 
mustered and the wining and (fining 
is at fever pitch. The prize is this sum- 
mer's £750m order for a new gen- 
eration of air to air missiles - the 
largest British defence order (tf the 
year 

There are just two bidders- a con- 
sortium ofMatra. British Aerospace 
and GEC Marconi, and the US de- 
fence group Raytheon, together with 
a number of European, subcon- 
tracted partners. Like a lot of these 
defence orders, the contest therefore 
becomes one between a bought-in 
US technology that already essen- 
tially exists, and a yet-to-be-devel- 
oped independent European one. 

Raytheon has an existing and 
highly effective medium-range air-to- 
air missOe. which is already in use 


on Tornado and Harrier jets. It 
would be a relatively cheap and 
simple exercise to upgrade this to toe 
the “beyond visual range” missile 
that the Ministr y of Defence wants 
tor the Euro fighter Against this, 
Matra and British Aerospace are 
proposing to develop an entirely 
new missile, which while more ex- 
pensive and high risk, would be big- 
ger and better 

The debate about which supplier 

to opt for isveiy similar to that which 
revolved around the Eurofighler it- 
self Do we want our own, cus- 
tomised technology, which is 
unbebolden to toe US and might re- 
sult in all kinds of weird and won- 
derful spin-offis, or do we just buy it 
off the shelf and spend the difference 
an something else? The argument 
is too long-winded and varied to re- 
hearse in any depth here, but it does 
seem that for a change, the US bid 
might be in with a chance. 

The Eurofighter has come in 
hugely cwer-budget and over-time. 
That in itself has probably ensured 
that it is the last great project of its 
type that wiD be entirely indepen- 
dently developed. Assuming toe 
world’s present geo-political set-up 


doesn’t change out of all recognition, 
the next generation of fighter aircraft 
will almost certainly be a joint 
USEuropean enterprise. The case 
for starting now' and creating a 
missile technology that is global in 
scope and nature would seem a 
strong one. 


Abbey National 


ian HARLEY, Abbey National’s 
sober and rather sensible chief ex- 
ecutive, has every right to feel a little 
miffed with the stock market today. 
He delivers a perfectly respectable 
set of foil-year results - profits up by 
almost one fifth despite the deteri- 
orating economic environment - 
and his shares tumble. 

The main gripe of the City it 
seems, is that Abbey failed to come 
out with the same sort of headhne- 
grabbing party-bag of goodies that 
has characterised its rivals’ result 
presentations. 

Halifax for example, has decided 
to hand back £lJbn to its share- 
holders. The Woolwich came up 
with plans fbr both a special dividend 
payment and a tie-up with a US home 


loan provider. Barclays has outdone 
everyone so far, shelling out millions 
for a brand new chief executive. 
Boring old Abbey, analysts say. 
couldn't even muster up a new mort- 
gage slogan or two. 

The market’s reaction to Abbey's 
results is unfair The main justifica- 
tion for the demutualisation of 
Britain's building societies was that 
the extra capital they could raise 
would allow them to do all sorts of 
exciting things to ensure long-term 
success. Simply sitting on the extra 
cash tor a year or two before hand 
ing it straight back to shareholders 
doesn't say much for either the 
management's imagination or the 
company's prospects. 

Perhaps the mast tolling thing 
about this year's scries of (tanking 
gimmicks is that their impact on 
share prices is .ilnwib' starting to 
fade. Barclays has made the best fist 
so tor of haiigtog onto its post result 
share price rises, amid hopes that the 
appointment of Michael O'Neill will 
generate structural ctainge as well 
as newspaper column inches. The 
others haw ton'd less well So who 
knows, perhaps the reverse will be 
true of Abbey 


Tesco puts skids 
under Sainsbury 


£770m loss at NEC 


J sainsbury, the ancehigh-fiy- 
ing supermarket chain, feQ to its 
lowest for 18 months, with 
investors increasingly anxious 
about its trading performance as 
rival Ttesco declares a price wan 

The shares dropped by LL5p 
(after2025p) to 38fc25p in heavy 
trading. Last autumn they hit 
580p. Ttesco said ft was making 
^“significant reductions in hun- 
dreds of prices across the board 
inboth branded and unbranded 
goods”. 

Tesco edged ahead L5p to 
1755p but Safeway, down 9.25p 
to272.5p,airiSomerfield,lL5p 
to 358p, were other casualties. 
Asdafefl L5p to iS2p. 

There was speculation in the 
marten that Taco’s price move 
was not unconnected with the 
long-awaited Office crfRurThid- 
ing report into supermarket 
profits, which could appear in the 
next week ot so. i-'r.. 

As if attempting to deflect 
such criticism, Ifesco said: “Ms 
is planned, budgeted tor and ft 
in no way effects [profit] fore- 
casts.” Tasco’s year ends this 
month; it is expected to make 
profits of around £870m. 

Sainsbury shares were al- 


stuns world markets 


Market 

report 



Derek 

Pain 


SIMS FOOD, the meat 
group, held its price at 
35.5p as entrepreneur 
David Abell edged his 
stake higher, 

Mr Abell picked up a 
further 680,000 shares, 
moving his holding to M 
per cent. He led the party 
which won control of 
Jonrdan. and is now 
chairman of the mini- 
conglomerate. 

Sims shares touched 
120p four years ago- 


ready under pressure before 
toe Tssco price initiative was 
known. Ahnostcertainly the rest 
of the supermarket pack will be 
obliged to follow and the market 
fears profits will be hit . 

Earl ier this month Samsbmy 
produced a disappointing trad- 

■ . * that 


red, ending 43.7 points lower at 
6,03 Li. The wttd cap and 
cap indices edged ahead. 

Abbey National ruffled senti- 
ment with a detidedfy pedestri- 
an profits performance. Hhming 
after encouraging displays fitn 
Lloyds TSB, Barclays, Wool- 
wich and Hafifox, the Abbey an- 
nouncement was a nasty 
surprise. Abbey led the Fbotsie 
fellers, plunging 85p (after 108p> 
to L251p with turnover put at 
nearly 7 nuffion shares. 

Centrica, after Thursday’s 
strong run, fell 225p to 119.5p as 
Merrill lynch placed 14 milli on 
shares at 120p. 

British Aerospace suffered 
another uncomfortable ride as 
toe market continued to fret 
about toe AP&mamah ofl-for- 
arms contracts with SandL Ara- 
bia. The shares fell lOp to 402ft 
their lowest since November 

The British and Saudi gov- 
ernments as well as BAe have 
denied reports that toe con- 
tracts, agreed in 1985, are to be 
frozen on a care and mainte- 
nance basis. 

BSkyB, toe satellite broad- 
casts rose 9.7Sp to 503^) after 
Salomon Smith Barney pro- 
duced an upbeat circular sug- 
gesting the price should be 
around 550p. 

On the takeover front Skflaw, 

a packaging grt^juroped 1-i^i 

to l52£p;the group agreed a 

155p cash offer from Danisco of 
Denmark. 

ren gHsh & Overseas Prop- 
erties rose iaJ5p to 79p after dis- 
closing a bid approach and 
Reunion Mining added 8p to 


82J>p as talks b^an with possi- 
ble bidders for all or part erf the 
busi ness. 

UBERfhbric firmed L25p 
to i35p. It is the latest ^maTi com- 
pare to be attracted by the pos- 
gihffly nfa manag em e n t b uy out 
But toe printer overshadowed 
the buyout talks with what 
amounted to a profits warning. 

Elsewhere toe rumour mill 
remained active. David S 
Smith, the packaging group, 
was again heavily traded, gain- 
ing 6J5p to U3J>p and Rrfyon, a 
beds to security group, jumped 
J3.5p to 350p on persistent spec- 
ulative interest 

CamputergroupsMisysand 
Sema made headway on hopes 
that they wifi next month daim 
Footsie membership. Misys. 
with the help of a US investment 
presentation, gamed 27_5p to 
640p and Sema 36p to 716p. 

.: Greenalls, .thehotels/and 
pubs chain, managed a 23pgjain 
to 380pde^ntea downbeat trad- 
ing statement Whi&read is ru- 
moured to be stalking the 
former brewex; which has ex- 
perienced tough times. At one 
time Greenafls was off l&fipL 

Vaux, where the ubiqvntous 


Japanese computer 
and telecoms giant, stunned the 
world’s markets yesterday when 
it reported its biggest-everloss 
and announced {dans to a™ 
154)O0jdbsand remove its top ex- 
ecutive. The company revealed 
toata dismal second half of the 
year would plunge it into a 150hn 
yen (£770m) loss in 1998. 

NEC blamed the stump on 
tough trading in its core sectors 
of telecoms, computers and 
semiconductors and promised a 
sweeping restructuring. More 
than 10 per cent of the 145,000 
world workforce will lose their 
jobs in the next three years, with 
around 6,000 redundancies in 
overseas operations. 


BY FRANCESCO GUERRERA 


NEC employs around 2,700 
people in the UK at plants in 
Talford near Birmingham, Liv- 
ingstone in Scotland, and of- 
fices In London and Milton 

Keynes. A spokesman yesterday 
said thatft was “too early” to say 
whether UK staff would go. 

The president, Hisashi 
Kaneko, was the first casualty of 
the overhaul He is to resign at 
the aid of next month and wifi 
be replaced by the executive 
vice-president. Key. NishigakL 
Mr Kaneko said the company 
was looking at the disposal of 
nan-core operations In a tad to 
slash 600bn yen from its interest 


payments. He claimed the 
changes wouM help NEC weato- 
ot the difficult trading and return 
to profits. 

“With our restructuring ef- 
forts and the reshuffling of top 
management we hope to mate 
a revitalised NEC," he said. 

During 1998, sales in NEC’s 
three major businesses had 
been savaged bv increasing 
competition, the economic crisis 
in emer gin g markets and the 
strength of the yen, the compa- 
ny said “NEC’s business envi- 
ronment has proved severe due 
to the delayed Japanese eco- 
nomic recovery; depressed de- 
mand resulting from toe 
economic crisis in Asia as well 


MML an Irish stockbroker, 
is in liquidation. It has 
outstanding positions in a 
number of shares, 
including Dana Petroleum, 
which wffl be cleared by the 
liquidator; 

K&H, London’s 
remaining options broken 
pnt MM3 into liquidation. It 
is thought to be owed more 
than Elm, but principal 
Philip Kitchener could not 
proride am estimate. Dana 
held at &25p 


fA the John Cleese “Value to shout 
about” campaign had flopped 
In the 19 weeks to the end of 
January Kke-forlike sales grew 
ty a mis erable 1.2 per cent and 

it was admitted the Cleese cam- 


sha/e price, pence 

60Q-ISAINSBURYI 


An AGB Research survey this 
week indicated that most su- 
permarkets, including Sains- 
bury, were feeling toe pinch. 

The Sainsbury statement was 
regarded as a profits warning. 
The market now expects year’s 
figures to emerge at around 
£760m, compared with £719m 
las t time and £809m in 1935- _ 
After a token opening gain, 

__ . . 4am in rtw 



Whitbread is also seen as a po- 
tential bidder, rose 12. 5p to 
293.5p. 

Brewer Tom Hoskins rolled 
out a profits warning and fen 5p, 
partially recovering towards the 
dose to 14J>p, off 3.5p. 

Arcolectrk, a switches and 
neon signs group, was another 
(^Eringprofecmition.fadng^) 
to 44Jip. 

Jacobs, the shipping group, 
svmk4p to 42p, a near four-year 
low, ahead of figures. Last year 
the shares were 96p. 

Mondas, the software house, 
hardened lip to 8&5p after win- 
ning two contracts worth around 
£350,000. 

DBS Management, the fi- 
nance group, rose a further 
l&5p to 14&5jp following its re- 
moval from the pensions mis - 

seffingliSt 



Lord Daresbory, Greenalls group managing director (left), with chairman Andrew Thomas 


Greenalls back in takeover spotlight 


FMAMJ J ASONDJ F 


SEAQ VOLUME; L02biffion 
SEAQ TRADES: 86,435 
GILTS INDEX: n/a 


GREENALLS, the pubs and ho- 
tels group, was back in the 
takeover spotlight yesterday 
after it issued a downbeat trad- 
ing statement Shares in the 
company rose 23p to 380p as the 
market anticipated a bid 

Whitbread and Bass have 
been linked with a possible 
£1.2bn takeover of Greenalls, 
with its De Vere hotels chain 
seen as the most attractive 
asset “Some sort oftad will def- 
initely materialise soon, and 
that’s driving toe share price 
up,” one sector analyst said. 

John Beaumont of Merrill 


By Nigel Cope 


Lynch said' “There is nothing 
in this statement that improves 
the underlying fundamentals of 
the business. It will simply has- 
ten the chances of someone 
makings bid" A spokeswoman 
for Greenalls declined to com- 
ment on “market speculation”. 

Analysts have cut profit fore- 
casts as a result, with Nigel 
Popham at Heather & Green- 
wood reducing his foil-year fig- 
ure of £1 42m by £5m to £7m. 

At the annual meeting yes- 
terday Greenafls* chairman An- 


drew Thomas said a poor per- 
formance in the pubs division 
had pushed four-month sales 
below expectations. Tbtal sales 
in the period rose by 25 per cent 
but sales in the group’s piis and 
restaurants fell by 4.6 per cent 

“Trading in pubs and restau- 
rants has remained difficult 
and is below both last year and 
our expectations for the current 
yean" said Mr Thomas. How- 
even the group said pub trad- 
ing in the past three weeks had 
shown a slight improvement 
“so we may see things turn". 

The hotels division has per- 


formed better, with room yields 
rising The De Vere chain saw 
room yields rise fay 2.1 per 
cent, with toe Village Leisure 
chain the top performer with 
yields up by over 10 per cent 
Greenafls said toe recent 
sale of its tenanted pub estate 
would lead to £5m of annual sav- 
ings after a planned reorgani- 
sation. But, shorn of its brewing 
and tenanted pubs, analysts 
see the rump of managed pubs 
and hotels as a prime takeover 
target “It is in toe middle 
ground and just too small in this 
market" one said. 


A' 


UBS sheds stake in Swiss Life as review continues 



EUROPE’S LARGEST bank. 

UBS, is placing its 25 
stake in insurance group Swiss 
Life with institutions, raising 
3frl.4bn t£600m). 

The move is part of the 
proup’s refocusing on its core 


gy Andrew Garfield 

Financial Editor 


mvate ana mvesnncm- -o 

•peratiems. The bank hw aba 

aid it is looking to sell its 
rade finance operations- 


The sale had been expected 

for some time- UBS has said 
fliatit worid takes decision «m 
the fete of its Swiss Life stake 

by March. _ . 

UBS and Swiss life decided 
late last year that toe attempt 
to co-operate was not working 


as well as had been hoped 
when the affiance was forged in 
1995. 

Swiss life has been a dis- 
appointing investment for UBS. 

The group’s shares feU by 11 
per cent last year because of 
worries about the impact on 
margins of competition in its 
domestic market The insurer 
is largely domestically based. 


An attempt to expand into 
France foiled when ft was beat- 
en last year in toe auction for 
GAN, the French state insurer 

UBS shares fell by 3 francs 
to Sfr443 yesterday. 

There was some disap- 
pointment that the stake was 
placed with institutions rather 
than sold to a trade buyer 
which might have used it as a 


platform to seeka merger with 
the group. 

In a joint statement issued 
yesterday the two companies 
said that the decision to sell was 
due to toe “growing competition 
between the strategies pur- 
sued by tbe two groups in the 
area of asset gathering”. , 

UBS is in toe process of 
reviewing all of the areas of its 


business in an attempt to boost 
profitability following the heavy 
losses sustained last autumn. 

The review followed the 
departure of toe chairman, 
Mathis Cabiallavetta, and sev- 
eral other board members, 
which was sparked by the 
bank’s haring to take a Sfr950m 
charge because of its involve- 
ment in Long-Term Capital 


Management, the hedge fund. 

Fallowing toe sale, the two 
companies \riH end toe affiance 
which was set up in 1995 when 
UBS bought the stake, with 
Swiss Life buying out the 
bank's 50 per cent share in their 
insurance joint venture. 

The Swiss Life chief execu- 
tive. Manfred Zobl will leave 
the UBS board 




In Brief 


US trade deficit 
soars to $169bn 


as Central and South America, 
and a rapid rise in the value of 
the yen." 

The losses were compound- 
ed fay 30bn yen lost on bond trad- 
ing and a 7Sbn yen charge for 
the restructuring ofifockaid-Bell 
, the group's US personal 
computer subsidiary. The 
Japanese group last year 
slashed the unit's workforce by 
half to 3,000 and reduced toe 
number of PC models in a tad to 
fight increasing competition 
from low-cost makers such as 
Compaq andDeHNEC also an- 
nounced ft worid buy Packard- 
Bell operations in Europe for 
$45Qm and bring them directly 
under Ibkyo’s controL 


THE US trade deficit soared 
to a record $lG85Ubn 
iEl03bn> in 199S from 
$110*lbn toe previous year, 
even though it feU to $u.8bn 
in December due to an 
unexpected $2bn drop in 
imports. The previous record 
was $l533bn in 1987 - the 
year of the October stock 
market crash, thought to 
have been triggered by toe 
growing reluctance of foreign 
investors to buy US assets on 
the scale required by the 
balance of payments gap. 

Robert Shapiro, 
undersecretary at the US 
Commerce Department, said 
toe trade gap was likely to 
swell further in 1999, with toe 
US currently the only engine 
of growth in the world 
economy. 



Allders warning 

ALLDERS, the Croydon- 
based retail group, yesterday 
warned shareholders that ft 
had seen no sustained 
improvement over the past 
few weeks since ft announced 
a heavy fell in like-for-like 
sales. But chairman John 
Pattisson told toe annual 
meeting that the company’s 
decision to extend the winter 
sale for a week had proved 
successful. The shares 
dosed down 5p at 97p. 


Burford sells 


BURFORD HOLDINGS, toe 
property group, has raised 
£62m with the sale of a 75 per 
cent stake in its North 
London retail and leisure 
pork 02 to a property 
investment fond managed by 
Marylebone Warwick Balfour. 
The sale valued toe recently 
completed development at ' 
£82m, reflecting a profit on 
the cost of £20m, Burford 
said yesterday. 


Railtrack signs 

RA1LTRACK announced that 
it had signed agreements 
with London & Continental 
Railways, Union Railways 
and the Government, 
securing the construction of 
the Channel Tunnel Rail 
Link. 


Approach to EOP 

SHARES IN English & 
Overseas Properties soared 
by l8^p to 79p after the 
property company revealed it 
had received a takeover 
approach. The news of the 
approach comes a day after 
the group reported a -1 per 
cent increase in net asset 
value to 104 ^p. 


Games on 


EI DOS, toe computer games 
group behind Lara Croft and 
toe Tomb Raider series, has 
agreed to publish three 
products from Elixir Studios, 
a London-based group 
founded by Demis Hassabis, 
who was co-creator of his 
first computer game Theme 
Park when he was 16 years 
old. Eidos shares rose 26p to 
l,330p. 


UDM defers 


RJB MINING said ft had 
received notification from the 
Union of Democratic 
Mineworkers that the UDM 
was deferring its threatened 
industrial action originally 
planned for next Monday ‘to 1 
March. Shares in RJB 
climbed ip to 62L5p. 
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SPORT 

Five Nations: Ex-scaffolder prepares to dismantle the Scots as a kilted island-hopper looks for the chance to spai kle 

Garf orth Metcalfe 

aiming for 
Scottish 

m a new 


masters 


science 

Front-row play no longer just a case 
of push and shove for England's late 
developing prop. By Chris Hewett 


IT TAKES some believing, quite 
frankly, but Darren Garforth 
swears it is true. Far from 
being a natural-bom prop who 
rucked and mauled his way 
around the Vfendy houses of the 
East Midlands and drank in the 
black arts of scrummaging with 
his mother's milk, he appears 
to have spent his formative 
sporting years as one of life's 
pretty boys. “I played full-back 
for the school rugby and 
centre-forward for a soccer 
side in Coventry called Fblfy 
Lane," he says proudly. A foot- 
baller? Garforth? Pull the other 
one. A football, maybe, but 
surely not a footballer. 

“No, really” he insists, an ex- 
pression of purest innocence ra- 
diating from his war-tom 
front-rower’s mug. “If it hadn't 
have been for a football match 
being cancelled, I might never 
have played serious rugby at aH- 
Some of my mates happened to 
drive by that vepr afternoon and 
they asked me if I fancied a run 
around. Suddenly I was having 
the time of my life, wrestling 
away with some bloke in the 
scrums one minute and shar- 
ing a beer or two with him the 
next This, I thought, is my 
sdrtof game." 

And it remains Garforth’s 
sort of game, even though his 
particular route to the top has 
been positively strewn with 
potholes and boulders. A 
spherical prop in the grand 
English tradition of Colin 
Smart and Gareth Chilcott, 
“The Baron" was five weeks 
short of his 3lst birthday when 
he made his first two-minute 
excursion into the interna- 
tional arena - understandably, 
he had wondered whether he 
would ever make it - and six 
weeks into his 33rd year when 
he assumed his Test career 
had been firmly and finally 
laid to resL 

"When I foiled to make last 
summer's southern hemi- 
sphere tour, I thought it was all 
over." he admitted this week. 

Since when. Garforth has up- 
graded his fitness, improved his 
scrummaging, tripled his 80- 
niinuto tackle count, cemented 
his place on England's tight- 
head and pocketed a man of the 
match Krugerrand for inspiring 
his countrymen to a famous vic- 
tory over the record-equalling 
Springboks. Not half bad for a 
thuiysomething has-been with 
a rearranged visage. 

“Very nice, tlial man of the 
match business, but to be per- 
fectly honest with you. it's not 
li:e sort of tiling that means a 
great deal to me." he says. So 
what does mean a great deal? 

' Simply the foct that I'm in the 
England side and playing the 
best rugby of ray life. I was bit- 
terly disappointed at missing 
out on the tour, but Clive Wood- 


ward was very fair and up- 
front with me. He told me to go 
away and get myself sorted, 
which I think I've done. 

“You know inside when 
you're really fit, when you’ve put 
in the hard work and made the 
sacrifices. That’s how I feel 
right now. Ready for anything." 

Garforth is a walking, talking 
justification of professional 
rugby- Back in the dark ages, he 
would work a six and a half day 
week on building sites in 
Leicester and Coventry and 
Nuneaton. He was a scaffolder 
by trade; legend has it that he 
once described himself as a 
“tubular executive'’, but he 
denies it “Cracking line, that 
one," be chuckles, “but Pm 
afraid it was someone else’s. 
Still, it made me sound very im- 
portant so I was quite happy to 
associate myself with the de- 
scription." There are many as- 
pects of the amateur era that 
make him laugh, but he readi- 
ly accepts that he would never 
have fulfilled his potential 
under the old rules and regu- 
lations. 

“I used to train whenever I 
could fit it in, which wasn't the 
ideal way of going about things. 
Turning pro transformed every- 
thing. Ebr instance, I now make 
a point of tr aining on a Sunday 
after a match. Just half an hour 
in the gym to work up a sweat 
and a nice swim to get the Sat- 
urday out of the system. As a 
full-timer, I can do all this and 
still be a family man, which is 
deeply important to me." 

His dose family indudes 
Clare, his wife, and his three- 
year-old daughter Rebecca. 
But Garforth also sees the 
Leicester dub as “family", not 
to mention the still wider but 
very exdusive band of beaten- 
up foot soldiers who inhabit the 
front rows of the world. 

“Respect" is a big word in the 
scrummager’s vocabulary. To 
earn it, a prop has to be bloody 
good at whatever it is he does 
down there in the dungeon. 

“Jason Leonard," says Gar- 
forth in answer to the obvious 
question. “Now there's a bloke 
who's earned respect not just 
here but across the world. In 
this game, you soon get to 
know' who is up to scratch and 
who isn't and Jason’s right up 
there, I can tell you. How many 
caps has he won? Nearly 70? 
Amazing. It’s not easy on the 
body: it's all or nothing, every 
game you play. To stick in there 
as long as Jason is a hell of an 
achievement People assume 
he’s older than me because he’s 
been around for ever, but he's 
two years younger. 

“I’ve played against some 
very good props these last two 
years. Os du Randt the South 
African, was the biggest that’s 
for sure. He was huge: I've got 
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kick-start 

Former Kiwi full-back puts little 
store by bitter tales of torn tartan 
at Twickenham. By Chris Hewett 
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Darren Garforth: *Cfive Woodward told me to go away and get myself sorted, which I think Fve done’ David Ashdoum 


his Springbok shirt at home 
and. no exaggeration, we could 
use it as a tablecloth. I rate 
Craig Dowd, the Ail Black, and 
Christian Califano, the 
Frenchman. We took a right 
hiding from the French in Paris 
last year. What went wrong? 
How long have you got? Let’s 
just say we weren't tuned in. 

“But that’s the whole point, 
of course: you should learn 
something every time you play 
an international People laugh 


when a prop says this, but it re- 
ally is a thinkin g man 's gamp 
now. It's not just head down, 
arse up and shove; modern-day 
strumming is a precise science 

“What goes on between their 
front row and ours can decide 
a match, quite definitely." 

Which is precisely wiiy Gar- 
forth ‘s one-on-one tussle with 
Tom Smith, is one of the head- 
line features of this afternoon's 
Calcutta Cup match. Neither 

man is particularly tall — they 


are both Sift lOin - and although 
Garforth is two stones heavier 
at 18st 71b, the Scot’s heavily 
stylised technique more than 
offsets any physical disadvan- 
tage. Both men “cany the ball 
up” and pride themselves on a 
double-figure tackle count, 
whatever the pace of the game. 
FOrget the six-year age gap in 
Smith's favour: They are stan- 
dard bearers for the same front 
row generation. 

It is a generation far re- 


moved from anything Fran 
Cotton or Sandy Carmichael 
might have imagined back in 
their one-dimensional heyday of 
the 1970s. “I took some fearful 
stick after Leicester’s game 
with London Irish last week- 
end,” revealed Garforth. 
“Fancy missing a tackle on 
that big Samoan of theirs. He 
was coming straight at me, 
too.” A prop missing a tackle? 
Shameful This daft old game is 
going to the dogs. 


ACCORDING TO Glenn Met- 
calfe, one of the many kilted 
Kiwis currently reinventing 
their rugby personas in the 
hills and glens of Scotland, 
boredom and predictability are 
the twin evils of the union code. 
On the face of it, then, he should 

be contemplating this after- 
noon’s 106th Calcutta Cup rum- 
ble with all the enthusiasm of 
a big-game fisherman ma- 
rooned in a trout form. 

En gfen d-Scofland matches 
have been known to bore the 
most fanatical anorak into sub- 
mission, and as for the pre- 
dictable, one look at the record 
book might make Metcalfe 
wonder whether it is worth his 
white turning up. 

When it comes to winning at 
Twickenham, the Scots tend to 
operate on the sort of cycle that 
makes the arrival of Halley’s 
Comet resemble a weekend 
trek to Tesco’s. They managed 
ft in 1926 and again in 1938 - a 
real golden age, that - but then 
paused for breath until Peter 
Brown's wonderfully distinc- 
tive slope-shouldered kicking 
earned them victory by a sin- 
gle point m 197L Their last taste 

of honey in south-west London 
is a fill! 16 years distant; 11 
points from Peter Dods, tries 
from RoyTLaidlaw and Tbm 
Smith and a sneaky little drop 
goal from Keith Robertson re- 
sulted in a surprisingly, com- 
‘ fortable 22-12 cantec, .. 

Fortunately for this latest 
Scottish vintage, the words 
“history” and “h unk” share a 
dose proximity in the Metcalfe 
lexicon. “England are definite 
ly beatable,” remarked the 27- 
year-oid full-back this week. “I 
personally think they are made 
out to be a lot better than they 
are. The All Blacks back home 
have the same sort of ability to 
intimidate by reputation, to run 
out on the field with their 
record striding before them; 
But visiting teams can use that 
as a positive as well as a neg- 
ative. England will be a differ- 
ent kettle of fish to the Welsh 
side we played a fortnight ago, 
especially up front, but we're 
owning into this one off the bade 
of a victory and there is confi- 
dence in the squad." 

Mare confidence, certainly, 
than could be detected last 
summer; when Metcalfe broke 
into the squad and the recent- 
ly-retired Rob Wainwright ted 
his tourists into a two-Test se- 
ries in Australia. The U fallflhtes 
had just put 76 points on Eng- 
land in Brisbane and while 
Metcalfe, who played in both in- 
ternationals, and his new coun- 
trymen made rather more of a 
fist of things - they lost 45-3 in 
Sydney before stepping up a 
gear to hold John Eates* ac- 
complished outfit to a 22-point 
winning margin in Brisbane - 
they too were forced to swallow 
indigestible helpings of pride. 

Injury prevented MetcaHe 
keeping a pre-Christmas 


appointment with the Spring- 
boks, but be hit the ground run- 
ning In the Five Nations 
curtain-raiser with Whies at 
Murrayfield, indulging his pas- 
sion for the counter-attack by . 
running from deep to manu- 
facture a late game, set and 
match try for Scott Murray. 

Loose English kicking would - 
open up s imilar opportunities 
this afternoon, but this particu- 
lar adventurer does not intend 
to wait around for Mite Cattmis- 
cues or Jonny WQkinson slices. 

“1 want to take a lot more bah 
coming into the line rather than 
simply rim back lacks from a flat 
position, which was the case 
against Wales." he asserted. 

“Ateo, I want to vary my 
game with a few kicks; if I don't 
jumble things up a bill might 
become predictable. To be 
honest, we didn't show much** 



7 want to vary my 
game with a feu* 
kicks; if I don't 
fumble things up a 
bit, I might 
become predictable ’ 

variation as a team in the first 
match; there were lots of things 
we didn’t try out, but then the 
Welsh allowed us very few 
scrum put-ins and line-out 
throws. There is more to come 
from us. much more, and with 
any luck well get the chance 
to really play against En gland ” 
Pie in the sky ora smart read- 
ing of the runes? Too many 
Calcutta Cup matches of recent 
vintage have been mean-mind- 
ed, mean-spirited exercises in 
psychological one-upmanship 
and overtly nationalistic aggra- 
vation, but the last two games 
have at least produced 11 tries 
- more than in the previous 
eight old-firm confrontations 
combined. If the most ancient in- 
ternational fixture of them all is 
finally catching on to the high- 
scoring imperatives of new-age 
professional rugby Glenn Hay- 
den Metcalfe is precisely the 
kind of thoroughly modern is- 
land-hopper to take advantage. 


Experiencing highs and lows of plane speaking 


A COLLEAGUE of mine recently 
had the fortune to find himself 
sitting next to Itany Banks on a 
flight home from Geneva. 

Having fuelled the fire being 
fit under the feet of England’s 
doomed manager, Glenn Hod- 
dle. the Minister for Sport had 
spent two day's sticking it to the 
International Olympic Com- 
mittee in Switzerland over 
their ill -conceived strategy for 
doping control 

In the course of the two- 
hour return flight, my friend 
may have mused on the dizzy- 
ing* number of conversational 
gambits likely to jump- start the 
loquacious Banks. Or he may 
not At any rate, no great ex- 
change of ideas took place. 

“I couldn't think what- to 
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ROWBOTTOM 


ask him." said my colleague. It 
would have been easy for me 
to have laughed. And, in feet 
H was easy. But then I thought 
on, as they say in places like 
Coronation Street I tried to 


recall some of my great inter- 
views with subjects I had en- 
countered in planes. And I 
began to feel less smug. 

Well, let me see now. There 
was the Judy Oakes interview, 
conducted somewhere over 
India on the return journey 
from the 1990 Auckland Com- 
monwealth Games. How did 
that opemnglme go as Britahfs 
multiple shot putt champion 
passed down the aisle? Ah yes. 
"All right. Jufty?" The intervie- 
wee. beaten to the gold by her 
domestic rival Myrtie Augee, re- 
sponded with a brave smile 
which it pains me to recafl. “Ftit 
better she replied, her fees 
pale with disappointment Ac- 
tually it looked as if she had 
been crying. Good one. 


Talking to the British bob- 
sleigh coach, Tbm de la Hunts 
on the way back from last 
year’s Winter Olympics in 
Nagano was a fundamentally 
different experience. Buoyed up 
by the first British bobsleigh 
medal at the Games since 
Dixon and Nash’s victory in 
1964, fee voluble RAF physical 
trainii^instriKtorwasconge' 
niality itself as he took up an un- 
official posting as bar steward. 

Hunting and gathering tins 
of lager in a way that any 
cave-dwelling ancestor would 
have appreciated, De la Hunty, 
a member of Britain’s two- 
man bob at the 1988 Calgary 
Olympics,, took me and the 
other team members who 
were listening on a lightning 


trip around his old bobsleigh 
haunts - Winterberg, La 
FTagne, Cortina -before flash- 
ing onwards to a condemnation 
of the tampering which had 
seen Switzerland's top sled 
ruled illegal and then coming 
to a gradual halt over the topic 
of escalating tension between 
the West and Iraq. If things, as 
he put it “kicked off”, then his 
leave was cancelled and he 
would be involved in monitor- 
ing levels of hazard from ary 
biological warfare. 

Preoccupied by this dis- 
turbing vision, and with the 
keen blade of my mind blunt- 
ed as a result of De la Hunty’s 
successful foraging, I returned 
to my seat and forgot aB the de- 
tails. I*m sorry, but there it is. 


■A discussion I had with 
some members of the British 
women’s hockey team coming 
home from the Barcelona 
Olympics was equally lively, 
and equally useless, save for 
one small detafl. 

The players were in high 
spirits - at least - after earn- 
ing bronze medals, and a sense 
of playfulness informed their 
progress past me towards the 
back of the plane. After asking 
a femiliar question - “What are 
you writing then?" - they 
craned over my shoulder to see 
the words on my computer 
screen. One of the players -it 
might have been that Jane 
Sixsmith - pointed with bibli- 
cal authority to a word in my 
copy. Incomx^ spell And do 


you know? They seemed to 
think that was amusing in 
some way. 

Useful things I have learned 
while aboard an aeroplane 
probably boil down to this; 
your feet swell up on long-haul 
flights and, in the unlikely 
event of oxygen masks being 

required, cigarettes should be 
extinguished 

In truth, I ought to add an- 
other thing to that list When 
you are eating in-flight meals, 

the stuff in the thin paper tube 

is sugar; not salt Salt is in the 
little sachets and tastes quite 
different 

One memorable, if brief, 
exchange of words does stick 
in my memory, although it 
came not in a plane, but in an 


airport terminaL Thankfully I 
was a witness rather than a 
participant when a fellow 
member of Her Majesty's 
Fress asked the driver of 
Britain's Olympic bobsleigh 
bronze medallists, Sean 01s- 
son, to display toe fruits of his 
labours in Nagano. 

Olsson obliged, swinging 
the heavy disc proudly from its 
ribbon. 

“Tfery nice," said my friend 
“Bet you wish it was gold.” It 
was a risky thing, no, a fool- 
hardy thing to say toa 15-stone 
SAS paratrooper For a 
moment there was what you 
might call an awkward pause. 

Then Olsson spoke: “It’s 
gold to me." 

Now that was a good line. 


es 





<L, il: 


C;- 

I te. 

j PL-- 

cut '-■ 

I '-?~: 


;**• 

I Sftti 

jjt 

§ 

$ 

k 

v 

C- S’, 

"Sr ^ 

V' r, ’v. 

V 




le % h: 


• v ha n 








the independent 

Saturday 20 February 1999 


Five Nations: Henry and Gatland come face to face as formidable Irish aim to continue domination 

Wales driven tay fear of failure 


TOE HARSH fact of sporting Ufe is 
, ® S°od performances are gener- 
ally buried under the most recent 
poor ones. So it is with ’Whies. That 

spirited showing against South 
Africa and Argentina fast autumn is 
but a vague memory while the bit- 
terness of the defeat at Murrayfield 
lingers just over Welsh shoulders 

and will continue to do so untD the 

Dragons roar in triumph *»g»m 

Today they begin as underdogs 
against a much-fancied Ireland side 
which boasts one of the finest tight 
fives in the Five Nations, a lethal set 
of backs and a string of victories in 
Cardiff that stretch back to the pre- 
vious decade -six out of seven wins 
over Wales, the best the home side 
could manage was a draw in 1991. 

There is a difference this year. 
Whies are not in Cardiff. They are 
at their second home, Wembley, 
where they had a motivational kick 
around with a couple of footballs on 
the pitch yesterday morning, a 
ground they have adopted until 
completion of the Millennium sta- 
dium in Cardiff later this year. 

And while Ireland may have 
made the Cardiff Arms Park their 
second home, the slate is wiped 
clean for the tune being since they 
are appearing at Wembley for the 
first time. And of course Wales have 
their guru, coach Graham Henry. 


p 

Scotland....! 

France j 

Wales 1 

Ireland 1 

England ....0 


L F A Pea 

0 33 20 2 

0 10 9 2 

1 20 33 O 

1 9 10 0 

0 0 0 0 


RESULTS: G Fete Ireland 9 France 10 far 
Lansdowne Rood): Scotland 33. Wales 20 
(or Murrayfieid). 

FIXTURES: Today: Wales v Ireland (erf 
Wembley); England v Scotland (at TMchen- 
fiam). 6 Manat: France v Mbfes (at Static 
tie France)', Ireland v England (artans- 
dotame Road). 20 March: England v France 
(Of Twickenham): Scotland v Ireland (of 
Murray fidd). 10 April: France v Scotland 
far Static tie France). 1 1 April: Utiles v 
England (of Wembley) . 

A Messiah-like figure after those 
games against Argentina and South 
Africa, he is reduced to the status 
of a mere mortal after the Scotland 
defeat a fortnight ago. 

There is little doubt, though, that 
Henry, a New Zealander of exacting 
standards and an innovative rugby 
brain, has imbued his charges with 
more confidence than they had dis- 
played prior to his coming among 
them. He is looking for something 
that he felt was sorely lacking 
against the Scots. 

“I thinhwe had the fear of failure 
against South Africa, we were 
bloody scared they were going to kill 
us," he explained. “And we didn’t 
have the fear of failure against 
Scotland. So the fear of failure can 
help. I hope it's back now." 

It is probably much the same for 
the Irish. They too have their south- 
ern hemisphere influence. Warren 
Gatland, like Henry, is a Kiwi. The 
pair have never crossed swords on 
a rugby pitch, but when Gatland was 
a promising opening batsman for 
Hamilton Grammar School, Henry, 
a teacher, was coach of Auckland 
Grammar. 

At that time Henrv was con- 


By David Llewellyn 

vinced Gatland would go on to dis- 
tinguish himself at cricket and said: 
“Who would have thought that War- 
ren would be preparing a rugby 
team to take on a team that I have 
prepared?" 

While it may be no reflection of 
their previous teacher-pupil rela- 
tionship, Gatland has certainly done 
his homework on what to expect 
from Henry. 

“We expect the Welsh to try to 
break up the game," said Gatland, 
who took over as Ireland coach 
after Brian Ashton resigned just 
over II months ago. “They will try 
to tap and go through Rob 
Howley and play at pace. And they 
will speed up the line-outs.” 

Now there is an interesting one. 
Henry expressed his disappoint- 
ment at the attitude of English ref- 
eree Ed Morrison to the style of 
line-out play that Wales have em- 
ployed under Henry’s influence, 
where the selected forwards run to 
the mark at the last minute and the 
jumper is able to launch himself at 
the ball while the other side are still 
taking stock of how many players 
they should have had in the line to 
start out with. 

Henry was so upset with Morri- 
son that he wrote to Steve Griffiths, 
the International Board’s Referee 
Development Officer, last week, 
tabling his objections and request- 
ing clarification on a number of 
points. 

“I got a letter back," an unhap- 
py Henry said: “The letter back did 
not answer any of the points I 
raised. I had asked for a definitive 
statement on how international 
rugby games were going to be ref- 
ereed at the line-out. What I want- 
ed back was a series of points from 
A to whatever What I actually got 
back was a general statement” 

So no help. But there is one 
bright spot for Hemy and Wales, 
today's referee is an Australian, 
Scott Young, and in Henry's eyes 
that is no bad thing. “I think south- 
ern hemisphere referees are at- 
tacker friendly, in other words those 
with the ball are given more op- 
portunity to keep it; referees in the 
northern hemisphere are defen- 
sive friendly, they like a contest at 
the tackle for the balL That's just the 
way it is. 

“You therefore have to coach a lit- 
tle differently because of the inter- 
pretation of the law at the tackle. X 
would prefer the referees to be at- 
tacker friendly because it’s an eas- 
ier game to coach, it makes my job 
that much easier.” 

The Irish had better beware as 
well, for they suffered from indisci- 
pline against France. 

In fact, team manager Donald 
Leniban declared: “People have 
been focusing on the place kicking 
as the cause of our defeat against 
France, but we honestly believe we 
lost that game because of indisci- 
pline in the last 20 minutes. We have 
spoken to the players individually 
and collectively about this. When 
there is someone of the quality of 
Neil Jenkins as a place kicker 
around then we will have to watch 
our discipline very carefully ” 


Roll on 
spring 
and my 
Gnats 





Hie Wales captain Robert Howley and bis fellow players get together at yesterday’s final training session at Wembley AUsport 

O’Shea leads Wembley 
charge of the Exiles trio 
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THERE IS a distinct sense of joy and 
relief tinged with some genuine 
sadness, when Conor O'Shea talks 
of the uniting of London Irish’s 
“Three Musketeers’ at the top leveL 
The Exiles’ back-line trio of the 
wfogs Justin Bishop and Niall Wbods 
and the full-back: O’Shea have 
proved a potent attacking force and 
an effective defensive unit in the Al- 
lied Dunbar Premiership this sea- 
sou Now they haw the opportunity 
to perform at the highest leveL 

There is no doubt O'Shea relish- 
es the prospect of working with his 
dub-mates. “I would hope the three 
of us could bring something extra to 
Ireland’s approach," said O’Shea, 
who has 24 caps to his name. “We 
know each other’s strengths and 
weaknesses from playing week-in, 
week- out More importantly, we 
knowhow to cover for these and that 
is a nice thing for all of us." 

But there is a compassionate 
team man in the fiercety competitive 
O’Shea. Woods is in the side because 
the first choice, Girvan Dempsey of 
Terenure College, was forced to 
withdraw because of a hip injury. In 
typical Musketeer fashion, all for one 
and one for afl, O’Shea said: “In the 
back of my mind all the time, though, 
I'm thinking of poor Girvan, be- 
cause he was fitting in so well with 
the team. We aH felt for Girvan the 
other day because we've all been 
through it; and given the occasion 
that this is going to be it was par- 
ticularly hani but these things hap- 
pen in sport" 

This season London Irish have 
been adopting a policy of aggressive 


^London Irish full-badk is confident that 
club understanding will prove crucial 
against Wales today. By David Llewellyn 


defence: As often as not they will 
counter-attack from behind their 
own line and invariably to good ef- 
fect. Wbods is the leading try scor- 
er in the Premiership with 11, 
O'Shea and Bishop account fora far- 
ther nine between them. 

But there is no question of the 
three of them trying to take on the 
Welsh by themselves. O’Shea ex- 
plained: “As a unit we will be trying 
to do what is best for the team. The 
number one thing we have to do is 
carry out our basics; catch, kick, 



O'Shea: 'Badly need to win’ 


tackle, and get a solid base so the 
guys in front of us can draw confi- 
dence from that Everything else will 
flow from there. 

“We are not looking to be stars. 
If we start doing the stupid things - 
and you always know when chances 
are on - ff we fry to press too much, 
or try to impose ourselves on the 
game, that’s when mistakes will be 
made. It’s a matter of applying com- 
mon sense. International level is a 
step up, but yes, if it’s on, of course 
we have been encouraged to go for 
ft. But if the opportunity doesn’t arise 
against Wales, if it means no touch- 
es for us in the back three, but we 
win, then that is all that matters.” 

The concept of the team runs 
strongly through O'Shea and rest of 
his international colleagues. “As an 
indication of how good the spirit is 
in the squad," Mpiwmnri the London 
Irish captain, “last Monday, after the 
defeat against France, I got phone 
calls from some of the guys and we 
all agreed that, as much as we want 
to and enjoy playing for our dobs, 
we could not wait to get back to- 
gether again the following Sunday. 

“And if we have such a great 
squad spirit now when we are going 
through the hard times, you have to 
wonder what will happen when we 
start winning. Look at the confi- 
dence that will bring. Afl the same, 
it’s one thing enjoying being with 


each other; but we still have to win." 

To that end, it would be fair to say 
that without the powerhouses in the 
pac^ the backs would be next to use- 
less as a strikeforce. The Ireland 
front five is being called the best in 
the tournament But O’Shea insist- 
ed: “They won’t go out there think- 
ing that because they know if they 
do thqy will get thear come-uppanoe. 
We know we all have to work hard 
for each other 

“Essentially the baths are only as 
good as the forwards. Someone 
once said: “The forwards detide 
who wins matches, the backs decide 
by how much, 1 and that is the truth. 
The person who scores the points 
knows that someone inside has 
done the dirty work, the hard graft. 
This is purely team, team, team.” 

There was an edge to O'Shea’s 
voice when he said: “We badly need 
to win. Wte have lost so many match- 
es by one score or one point in the 
last year or so. Wb need to turn one 
of those into a victory." 

He and the rest of the Ireland 
team relish the prospect of trotting 
out at Wembley, a little moment of 
histaiy for them alL “Playing against 
Wales in the Arms Baric has always 
been a special thing" explained 
O’Shea, “the crowds, the singing, it’s 
the kind of atmosphere you dream 
about. I'm sure Wembley will add to 
that It’s going to be a great moment 
for every player to walk out in the 
shadow of the twin towers. But, to 
be honest, if I were given a chance 
to go to a ground with no-one there 
to watch us and play Whies and beat 
them, Td take it" Foint taken. 


Healey ban “inadequate’ England head rankings 


LONDON IRISH yesterday criticised 
the three-week ban imposed by 
Leicester on the scrum-half Austin 
Healey for stamping on his opposite 
number. Kevin Putt during last 
weekend’s Allied Dunbar Premier- 
ship match at Welfbrd Road as “in- 
adequate", writes Andrew Baldock. 

The Exiles confirmed they will 
proceed with their citing against 
Healey for the incident which left 
putt requiring six stitches above his 
right eye. It means that Healey, 
whose 21 -daydub suspension rules 
him out of two Five Nations’ Champ- 
ionship matches with England and 
Leicester's Tfethy’s Bitter Cup quar- 
ter-final against Richmond, now- 
faces the possibility of farther dis- 

^-Srreconunended Rugby Foot- 

hail Union punishment for stamping 

is 12 weeks, but anything up toa sK- 

susri&sssa 


and, if found guilty must expect a 
considerable spell on the sidelines. 

Healey maintains that the 13th- 
minute incident was “a complete ac- 
cident," even though television 
pictures dearly showed him tram- 
pling on Putt's face as the the South 
African lay at the bottom of a ruck. 

The Exiles' management team 
met on Thursday night to discuss 
Leicester's internal disciplinary ac- 
tion, but were not appeased. 

“London Irish Rugby Football 
Club consider Austin Healey's ex- 
planation of his action last Saturday 
as unsatisfactory; and his suspension 
by Leicester Tigers as inadequate 
in the circumstances." said a dub 
statement "Accordingly. Ute matter 
is now in the hands of the Rugby 
Fbotball Union.’' 

The England coach, C-live Wood- 
ward, reacted to the Leicester ban 
by leaving Healey out of his squad 
for today's Calcutta Cup match in the 
Five Nations against Scotland at 
Twickenham. 


“I've decided to leave Austin out 
of the squad until the matter is re- 
solved by an RFU hearing," Wood- 
ward said. “The decision is fa the 
best interests of the player and the 
England squad." 

Leicester convened their own 
disciplinary hearing last Monday 
within hours of Irish giving formal 
notice that they would be citing 
Healey. The four-man panel which 
included the Tigers manager Dean 
Richards and their chief executive, 
Peter Wheeleq decided that Healey 
had shown no wilful intent but 
added that: "It was considered 
other actions could have been taken 
to avoid the contact”. 

The unsighted referee Graham 
Hughes took no action against 
Healey, while Putt opted for playing 
the incident down, describing it as 
•just one of those things". But on 
farther scrutiny of the match video, 
Irish chose the citing option, and 
Healey must now brace himself for 
severe consequences. 


PUNTERS, PLAYERS and coaches 
can reap some benefit from a revo- 
lutionary ratings system which has 
predicted Five Nations glory for 
England. But if the Welsh team are 
looking for a confidence boost before 
their dash with Ireland at Wembley 
today, they should avoid casting a 
glance aver the IBM flforid Ranking;. 

An extension of the Planet Rugby 
internet site, the IBM rankings offer 
ratings for international teams based 
over their last 12 matches. Not sur- 
prisingly, the Ih-oatioiis winners 
and World Cup favourites, South 
Africa, come out on top, with France 
the leading European nation in third. 

Player ratings have been added 
foflowfagtbe start of the FTveNatioas’ 
Championship, and the process wfll 
continue for every international 
match pfayed across the globe. “We 
have a team of eight people, steeped 
in rugby history, who analyse every 
match in minute detail," explained 
Richard Pembroke, of the Datanet 
team which compile the statistical in- 


formation. “The whole process takes 
about 10 hours for one game, so it’s 
very time-consuming. But over a 
period of time we hope to be able to 
show the strengths and weaknesses 
of each international team and their 
players. I'm sure coaches wffl find the 
information very useful.” 

Pembroke admits that the 
method used for assessing player 
performance may need some tin- 
kering, owing to the discrepancies 
in scores of different positions. 

In the first round of Five Nations 
matches. Ireland's hooker Keith 
Wood came out the top performer 
with 98,40 points, while Scotland's 
Paul Burnell managed onty 58.40 as 
the highest scoring tight-head prop. 

Pembroke said: “The most marks 
are for core skills, which fora hook- 
er would be hitting his line-out 
juniper and striking the ball in the 
scrum. If he makes tackles and 
breaks downfield with the ball as 
well, then he will receive bonus 
points." S imilar ly, the balance of 


points for teams is based heavily on 
them achieving their “core" aim of 
winning the match Thus France in- 
creased their overall total by 18 , de- 
■spite their fortunate win over 
Ireland in Dublin. “If the French had 
won by as many as predicted, then 
their score would have gone up by 
about 40 points, " said Pemhroke. a As 
it was, they won an international 
match away from home, which still 
has some merit" 

Another feature of the IBM rank- 
ings is a computer prediction for 
each match - if the results are ac- 
curate, England will take the Grand 
Slam, mainly thanks to a thrilling 
one-point win over France at Twkfc' 
enham. Ciive Woodward’s merfare i 
confidently predicted to overwhelm 
Scotland by 32 points this weekend, 1 
with Wales set to scrape past Ireland 
The defeat of Graham Henry’s j 
team at Murrayfield dropped Whies 
to llth intheinternatioiKil list- and ! 
it is predicted they will suffer a 56- | 
point rout against France in Paris, j 


ANNALISA 

Barbieri 

ON FISHING 


I AM nowhere near a river and am 
sad. There is no crisp, frosted 
grass to crunch over, only horrid 
grey carpet tiles separating hor- 
rid grey desks all around. In place 
of twinkling sunlight there is elec- 
tric light that neither warms nor 
cheers me tike the proper stuff 
does. I am surrounded by people 
that do not know one end of a fish- 
ing rod from the other and think 
what J do is queer. 

Hurry up spring! When the 
trout season reopens and I can dig 
out my favourite Parachute Black 
Gnats and flick dry flies onto pret- 
ty rivers to raise wild brownies. 
How well I shall Iron my fishing 
shirt to welcome ft back from the 
depths of the cupboard. How pol- 
ished my reels will be and how I 
shall wind them back and forth to 
prepare myself for the sound of 
them sin g in g for real on the river 
bank. My fishing lines, all of them, 
be them floating sinking or inter- 
mediate, will be bathed in the 
splendours of specialist line clean- 
er and dried upon Irish linen cloths. 

I shall even dean the treads of ray 
Hunter boots with ray toothbrush, 
if only Spring would hurry up. 

This time last week I was in 
Scotland, on the Tay. Just up river 
from Glendetvine Water where 
my heroine, Georgina Ballantine, 
caught her big old salmon, near- 
ly 59 years ago now. What a bloody 
long time ago. In 69 years from 
now 1 shall be dead and anyway 
the rivers will be barren. 

Perhaps I should he a ghillie 
and get to fish all the time or any- 
way be near water and in the coun- 
’ tryside where every vista feeds my 
f eyes and calms my brain. But ray 
Spey casting is not good enough 
for gftiflieing despite the person- 
al attentions of Afly Cowans last 
week. It was the sink tips that got 
me. You need sink tips to get the 
By deep to the riverbed but drag- 
gingline off mighty salmon rivers 
is hard enough without a sink tip 
to weigh it down. 

But anyway there were no 
salmon, not even Ally could raise 
them. His dog Bramble kept fry- 
ing to swim out to his master 
whilst Teal, the ghiliie's dog, peed 
on Bramble’s head in between 
fetching endless pebbles thrown 
for him by me. He chewed them 
with now blunt, 11 -year-old teeth 
before returning them, glistening 
with dog spit to my feet 
After fishing we all returned to 
Alty’s house where be drank three 
cups of coffee and then showed us 
his webpage where there isa pic- 
ture of me tying an Afly*s Shrimp 
Qy We saw his tadde cupboard, full 

of reels, none of them particular- 
ly fancy. His son, Andrew, ex- 
plained fish ladders (there Isa fine 
one up the road at Pitiocfaiyi that 
help salmon get upstream when 
the river is dammed. Then to 
‘Numpty’s* for dinner. A fine din- 
ner is all the finer after a good 
day’s fishing. I ate haggis and 
drank whisky and Ally told us tale 
after tale of fish and folk and 
jokes he had played on everybody 
He must be owed some, I thought 
On the wall, above his head, was 
a cast of another fisherman's 
steelhead trout that had been 
caught incredibly, from the Tay. 

On the way home from Pit- 
lochry to Kranaird we crossed an 
old railway bridge that spans the 
’Zhy. Scottish sides always have 
more stars, of that Tm sure. I 
looked down at the Tay and 
thought how wonderful she looked 
and how magical it would be to fish 
for salmon at night A coal fire waft- 
ed for us at home and we toasted 
marshmallows with makeshift 
toasting forks a think they were 
laundry tongs), until our lips were 
pink with sugar. Regular sips of 

whisky were required to take away 
the sweetness, and regular melt- 
ing pods of marshmallow were re- 
quired to take away the sting of 
whisky. And so it went on. 

The next day I had to ring the 
ghillie to say we could not fish be- 
fore noon, dire to religious reasons, 
That afternoon yielded no fish, but 

a bit of rain that slreaked a rain- 
bow across the sky. Then bags had 

to be packed, whisky bottles 
drained and trains caught Back 
to town, back to grey and far 
away from rivers. 

abarbfe7^iridQ)endent.co.iik 
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Route’s touch 
of speed to 
trouble Mill 


HOWARD JOHNSON could not 
believe his eyes yesterday. He 
had no more trust in Mortsh's 

either: The Co Durham train- 
er watched at home as White 
Lea form's grey eminence 
vaulted several of Sandowtfs 

fenc es perfectly be fo re treating 
another as if it had retreated 
into his blind spot 

"I just can’t believe him,” 
Johnson said. “He’s jumping 
beautiful, like a bunny, and all 
of a sudden that happens, he 
just puts down. He's been 
checked all over bar his eyes 
and I just wonder whether he’s 
got cataracts. He's certainly got 
me baffled.” 

There are no such worries 
about the Crook stable lumi- 
nary. Direct Route. He com- 
petes at Ascot against Iteeton 
Min this afternoon in an effort 
to defray the costs of the other 
winneriess four who accom- 
panied him in the van from the 
north-east in midweek. “Of all 
the horses I took down there 
this week Direct Route is 
tougher than the rest put to- 
gether; 7 ’ Johnson said. “He 
went down on Wednesday ate 
up and be didn't turn a hair. 
He's a freak this horse. He 
goes anywhere and it just 
doesn’t bother him. He's got 
what it takes to be a Champi- 
on Chaser without a doubt.” 

And there is the crux. While 
Direct Route would probably 
see off Ifeeton Mill over that 

phflmpinnghrp (flgtance of tWO 

miles, the grey would earn the 
nod when the journey got up to 
three miles. Here they meet 
over an intermediate distan ce 
and neither side win desire a 
hard race before next month’s 
fostival cauldron. 

“Mine shouldbe all right, but 
we just want to get a Mow into 
him before Cheltenham,” John- 
son added. “They 7 !! both be 


BY RICHARD EDMONDSON 

doing their best, but there could 
be a shock result you know Just 
you watch, something will come 
past both of them tomorrow.” 
It is at times like this Nor- 
man Williamson must wish the 
the Dolly technology could be 
applied to Homo sapiens. He 
has ridden both Teeton Mill and 
Direct Route (and is also the 
regular pilot of another of 
today’s runners, Super Coin) 
and ra™ hardly have thought 
their paths would ever cross. 

Teeton MID has been suffer- 
ing from a muscle ailment as 
well as the increased attention 
a horse afhis quality generates. 

Frequent niggles are part of 
being a racehorse, and jumping 
animals are rarely in perfect 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: All The Aces 
(Newcastle 2.45) 

NB: Direct Route 
(Ascot 2JS) 

condition. A miner does not ex- 
pect to emerge above ground 
with his nulls in French mani- 
cured condition and neither do 
trainers expect their charges to 
be 100 per cent every time they 
return from the gallops. 

Those at Teeton Mill's yard 
have been genuinely shocked 
by the constant probing of the 
horse’s condition, especially 
the em phasis placed on his 
idle days after fee King George 
VI Chase at Kempton. 

The nuts and bolts seem to 
be that the horse bruised a foot 
after Boring Day and then tied 
up slightly during his first piece 
of work back, a consequence of 
the muscle complaint He was 
again absent in the aftermath 
of that but has since been mov- 
ing sweeQy. This eventuality 


has hardly had the klaxons 
blaring or lights flashing at 
Aramstone, though certain re- 
ports have been so grave it has 
been as if the 10-year-okl was 
found with just the three legs 
in his box one morning. 

If he is to succumb today 
these trial ground hiccups are 
unlikely to be forwardedas ex- 
cuses for Teeton MilL 

A further combatant. Chal- 
lenger Du Luc, is now in dan- 
ger of sliding off the end of the 
bar at the last chance saloon, 
and die remaining straws are 
(hat he is exercising well at 
home and may be suited by this 
unorthodox trip. Still he re- 
mains a horse referred to as 
enigmatic if you don’t back 
him, or financially dangerous if 
you do. A surprise is possible, 
but neither outside the big two 
look to be sufficiently potent, or 
in requisite form, to carry it oft 
With the ground firming up, fife 
balance has lately moved In 
favour of Direct Route (next 
best 2^5). 

At Newcastle, (he feature 
race is the Eider Chase, which 
will be just a second ride in 
Britain for the former New 
Zealand professional Michelle 
Hopkins, who partnered about 
60 winners in seven seasons in 
her native land. Those were the 
days my friend. Hopkins now 
comes in for the mount on Ot- 
tawa and has most to fear from 
Young Kenny (3.50), for whom 
no trip is too long. 

It is an old horse, however 
who looks the card’s, and the 
day's, best bet ALL THE 
ACES (nap 2.45) was 8lfo out of 

thp handicap hut still fifth in the 
Hipleprint Gold Cup at Chel- 
tenham in December beaten 
just over 10 lengths by the win- 
ner There might just be an- 
other victory in that veteran 
body. 
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Symbol Of Success carries Richard Johnson over Sundown's final fence to win the Stag Handicap Chase yesterday Julian Herbert/AHsport 

• \. 

Hanakham rusty in his Pipe opener 


THE CHELT ENHAM ratchet is 
now well and truly cranked up 
aiui horses are beginning to get 
gobbled up in the machinery. 
There is nowhere in the coun- 
try that tests a horse’s mettle 
more than Martin Pipe’s Pond 
House, but this has been a bad 
week for the champion trainer. 

Cyfor Malta, the Gold Cop 
and Grand National aspirant, 
has run out of time and will not 
perform again this season, 
while yesterday and Sandown 
showed that the dock is also 
proving a dastardly enemy for 

HanaHiam 


By Richard Edmondson 

The 10-year-old was having 
his first run for 709 days, and his 
first for Pipe, since collecting 
the Royal & SunAlhan.ee 
Novices’ Chase of 1997 for Ron 
Hodges. The rust showed. 

Hanakham was deeply 
unimpressive at the first se- 
lection of obstacles, but soon 
pulled his way to the front as he 
showed great keenness. By the 
dosing stages, however; the 
gelding’s reserves were spent 
and first Symbol Of Success 
then Eulogy swept by him. 


There was a similar pattern 
in the Gold Cup ante-post list, 
which saw several animals 
swarm past Harakham as he 
was pushed out to 50-1 (from 
25-1) by CaraL He remains at 
25-1 for the Grand National. 

Pipe expressed hims elf 
“very pleased* with the per- 
formance of Hanakham. “The 
Gold Cup and the {band Na- 
tional are stifi the (dan.” he said. 
“He got very tired and will 
come on bonifies.” 

Coral reduced Jim Old’s 
Dawn Leader to 10-1 from 12-1 
fta- the Arkle Challenge Tbophy 


Novices’ Chase following his 
novice chase success, but the 
right-year-old has yet to be de- 
clared an official considera- 
tion. Old said: “Lots of horses 
are sacrificed at tee altar of 
Cheltenham. Lots of horses 
are ruined by going notmd there 
too soon. We would all love to 
go, but I dotft want to ruin him 
because he is a bit special We 
will on it anH drink too 
much whisky on it” 

Dawn Leader led all the 
way, and by the time the line 
told him to slow down he had 
15 lengths in hand of Better 


Offer; with a farther nine back 
toSdoman. 

Wavs Rock, placed in each off 
bis six starts over jumps, 
gained reward for his consis- 
tency in the Cat & Mouse 
Hurdle. 

Jim CuDoty took the four- 
year-old to the front at the sec- 
ond-last and fended off the 
favourite Tequila by a length. 
Henrietta Knight, his trainer, 
said: “He deserved to get his 
head in front He is always 
there or thereabouts but be has 
just found one too good.” 

Results, page 26 
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HYPERION 

1.20 Andsuephf 3.30 Royal Predfca (nb) 

1.50 Castle Owen 4.05 Magic Combination 

2£5 Super Coin 4.40 Canasta 

255 Santabtess 

GOING: Chasm -Good (Good Id Sail In ptacn); Hudtos - Good to Soft (Salt to ptacas) 

■ Right-hand cause with taring uphi finch. 

■ Course Is neat Junction of A329 and A33Q. Access irom MO {June 3) and M4 (Jute 
6) Ralway station (service from London. VIMarioo) adjoins courea ADMISSION: Mem- 
bore CS (17-25 year-olds half-price); Grandstand & Paddock £10; Stvor FVng £5. CAR 
PARK: No* 1 2 A 3 ES (advance booking], remainder free. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: D Nicholson 21-94 £23%), M Pto* 1581 (BSTbV, K Batoy 
13-58 (224%). J Gifford Q-tJ2 (12.7%). N IMatafrOwtea 12-85 fW.1%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 28-107 (282%), JOabamo 22-87 (252%), R Dun- 
woody 21-121 (17.4%), N Wmumsaa 17-79 (2t5%) A Maguire 17-85 (20%). 

■ FAVOURITES: 130 mb from 335 races (success rate 388%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Tire (vtsored. 405). 

If 201 GERHARD GROUP REYNOU3STOWN NOVICE 1=1=721 
1 1 CHASE (Grade 2) (A) £32,000 3m 110yds 1515131 

1 -OT3 BMK AVENUE (14 W (S D HeisBEfc) M ftman 8 fl 12 H Wtanuon 

Mac*, wneati green ttafertorend 

2 S1R1 LORD Of THE WVHl (5B) (0] (0 T Stewart-Sowr) 0 Shswood me JOaborae 

ifl]afMia.pinkqpaiM.prt tap . 

; MOP-1 AffflSUB’HI (23) (Un J A Ccfwn) S Shvwoad 7 11 5 GBrerfey 

dM Me andpM Aarmed, sfewdataews 

4 P-2B1 C0UJEHWYp1)(D)(WESuQjad9115 TJ Morphy 

da* M« and write efee* cart Ma rims. «N»ctA<to*Mnrtr 

5 -UiaT MARLBOROUGH (fatal Ogden) H (My 7 ft 5 ... .{tDunaoody 

now ari pnk check. write shams 

e X3J 5PBMQ D0MKE P4 (Up lonw Banyren) N HaafcnOW BUS—. .C Ua w aty n 
•fat enaaM gem chtmn, rqrt rite rinvesaxf cap 
-■ (teetered - 

BmWG: 84 lortl 01 Tha Rtoat 154 Uaribomugii. 9-2 AnrteuepN. 6-1 Cottar Bay 15-1 Bank rt- 
■M, wspfeg Oort** 

998 Tha Tsaaoch 7 n 5 A Dobbm 1M (J Fanshawe) 5 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Bank Avenue: Wtoner of steyng handcaps at Wbreesfer and tonpton and tnp loo 
sharp af SamJwm lari Wno f S ly ig tn 3rd to Hoh Express) Loata outclassed 
UwrittTta River. ^tttecaafynitaM rea re Watcastet and LavgMd and gened riant- 
taught on from Spemid at Hampton on Brang Day Couse to sut 
A admaphl: Burpcr and mdas winner lor Cnarfo Brooks looted smart on chasing 
Oabut rtten beteriQ H ortmc J osa M Wincanton (&n5f) Can do better 
Critter Bay: Has baked mere at home war fences tsnee put <«> at tm Won ml from 
ftver Dawn al Hurtt gd o n last few and W find the meal yaremg grated 
Mariboroogtc Sscng prirt and had raca won whan a tale* two aril as Hoydock last 
Sabrtay More sifted by toruyb longer trp tut troife-treo roukf needed 
Spring Double: Beasen 9 lengths By Uartoonxtfi re Kempton and 13-iangtn 2nd to 
Oiwrti *spcti as fowcoster (2m8) lari tree. Needs to mprova plenty 
VERDICT Coo«r Bay o gareng the fnng of chasing after a cuspect start and rates 
a tog danger to LORD OF THE RIVER, u*io commas lo look ri ho best whon gwan 
ateriofslamna. wt*cb he gets today Ma rib ofough has a recent tat to overcome and 
these fences tatt soma jwnpng, wrts AndanapM can only flnpme for foe VVlncan- 
tonoutng 


Pf ~ cq 1 WILLIAM HELL HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) I-I.IJ I 
1 -1 £30,000 added 2m 4f Penalty AfeJue £20,1 1 1 I5i5i3l 

1 «322- OUTSET (F10^ (D) (BF) (kfok Kiner) M Ratmxrd 9 VO N Hntocks (5) 

jyqt rad Ppbdaaand pupa aaoa^g^KiBnanflk: rad cqp pay dbmnri - 

2 3G520 POLAR PROSPECT (7) ^ Ms Don las and BEINes) P Hobbs 6 H 13 SVaaqr 

nd and anerakf paan dbnonM 

3 -3316 EFraCIUAL{7)(BCOCB|l*aVV«Bra61111 NMtancn 

me Mgm btt hoops, m ndd o & m rniaid pm cap 

4 0-VW3 SADL5TS REALM (7) (D) (BD FUcng) P Hctts 8 T1 6 RDuaaoody 

(cyriMranda6ki(haftat9 I aMabeHE,n3)afMn9eana;radan/NMe ctmdkctp 

5 PH-1P IIOONOIQUA (X4) (D) (BF) (Qdden Slap fbrg I) M Ppa 7 K 6 JOriama 

crange-Mgaioyaf blue spaa, royal fc*» deem, orange apctiTOyd b4» cap, cranpa aar 

6 432214 GLOBE IWMBl (14) (ft (GSPBadvEn^aamg) JJONM BUS — J. Cooper (7} 

rojri M^ radenre oftonata md Mat quartered c^3 

7 -TVSS3 BLUroONK (FH) ffl) (Q (t*s DawSThrmpsen) D Nchrison 8 611 _Ji A FkzgeraU 

fM. pupaaoss beta, hoopadalee**. pipb cap 

8 1P®1 GMENO (16) (D) (Mrs A M l^adri) 0 Bswti B ID tl P Holey 

Igfr Ms. modi cross txti and arrafed 

9 35-m CASTlECWBi (31) (LcnlWstay) DNdict»n7t)a RTbanm 

nydaut wMaMtaad riu eia i 

V •63333 MSTERHH (7) (F JISiS MrWIMs) NftiatoivOa«s7137 CLMyn 

maroon md VrMe Osbcto. IghrMra atwas. iptrtmtd cap 

V 5)2231 OMMBAm9*9«fonenlMKx4AL«fexre(M]5«l CODayar 

CBN Maanrf dakMrn damonda. «MM« ricewa Iftbkmap 

■Q. M221- SUFRa«GaKj™pia)(D)(WES#x 1 )JGBVV 1 Tjltapfry 

dvAMre and af* check, dak Mrarisevai rttootxdtrtMe m 
-12 (teetered-. 

BETTING: 4-1 Satfia^a RaMa. S2 IMata. 5-1 Caaba Owen, Moondgua, 8-1 Gtaba Ruaaaa M- 
mm 10-1 Ebacuri, 12-1 Bbariaola, 14-1 Port Pimped. 20-1 offers 
99& fl) care^xning race 

FORM GUIDE 

OM8M: Sbfl taric wah brt and Brat wttig srica a iwi on the Hai in November 
Mar Prospect: (feme wmar at Sandmwi (2rp| and fee 2nd b RairMatdi at Che*- 
rerham (2mH) Exposed ai Nartwy lari Saunfty orian Bfh to Decoupage 
Qfactuafc Stayed on after being hampered when 5th to Oacortaga ri Newbury bat 
SaturOay Up w trp and beaterta at the wwtfi u 

SaMar’s Raafca: Dacm hunker over tfw trp and attdtom nm in 3rd to Oecoupaga 
a Nertuy (2Jn) a e«aK ago Runs Mf 4<b fagher ma* but pest rivancs 
Uoontagut: Gambled m bs start far Moran Ppa at Ware** (and) but deappolni- 
ng tswrt (headed two ouQ when pu beNnd Taaatrri ri Sandown (2m8f) 

Globe IkaMieRHaydadiwmnariMsreas tnp betas a credttde 4th as Tbaesal at Sandown 
Back over deal tnp and goes wel tor his 7to darner 
Btuadonbc Has faced raff tasks (agarat Barton and Ma(or Sponsor tari tare) slnca 
hs aura vm n December. Must be on short fet «i Bra handcap 
rtoenos Put up gaodriorrewn tote race as TbncasW after a tengdiy ta^K h stronger 
race today hence BW Bfc bss on Ns back 

Caatta Oaratc 7t» hgher mark lor the hat-tnek «n at mmngdon prd Alec Wjns «wv 
ner snee) Stays Ow btj wel and ready lor the step ip n etas 
MWer Rnr Cor eai ent but usuafy tais short ki the decent races 2nd la Tiu&hev a 
Kempton end held By Sadtar* Realm on latest form Longw trip also a worry 
Ba r ba te fev Flat »ww and Srtttfh wwt t\ big field et l e a pan S ri own gm2f| on 
BoangOay UpriyanghM progressive mam from a strong stable 
Supreme Qanodrc PSted n a strong race tor te comeback attempt tw first start srice 
a nowca wn a VMharby n Apr! 

VERDICT The a a btfu race with Sadrt'a Realm tuned out qucfcfy after last Sat- 
mjays eecvd to Deooupaga. TNs trp *■ more sudaota but ha has to give waghr to 
decent types such as Castle Owen, ebedanbe and Irish ratter DARB&A, who tooted 
progressiva at Le urt driowii owr Oir M in as and a mare who hate Irom a stable that 
does wl on ths course. 


99 c] MITSUBISHI SHOGUN ASCOT CHASE (&ade I'-I-FaZI 
£=rll) (A) £62^)00 added 2m 3f 110yds £36£00 151501 

1 GF-404 CHALLEJIG81 DU LUC (FP) P8) (D AJchraorr) URpeBIt 7 TJItaphyB 

ayefManmaridgasinbaiakablicax wiKpapi • 

2 212203 CHB^SONGP4HCD)(lkaAnfliDaMiriSDDW8lt7 CUrtalya 

poplq yrtar aarii MMd afeetca btock cmv 

3 11-212 DWKTT BOUTS (5^ (Ctris HwtJt) J H Jdrtson 8 It 7 BDunwoody 

jarta riaq MdaodjatarMfed fltwa y^omap 

4 1-20* LAKEKABBAp^(Bf^(PKBwbKACoban.TQiry)Pr«±als8ti 7 JTatmd 

yefoet rayriMa drtrtM arargt d d mm mdeqt 

5 P4RJ0 SB«RB.BEnWTR(71)(CO)(QeadNtxk)MaSNodi«n7 JOsbooe 

pupfe; ewakf para bo m oUara»w;Bwaal ,f g —M 1^1 

6 ><H SUPHt COIN (ZB) (CD) (George Bockes) B Lee b 11 7. MAHbgwrid 

oaBgaMgBjg k r iy aa mpu b.^wpBaeabara^ nrt ga gioto 

'7 21 -tn Tmw IML (B^ (The Winning Li^UssVWMaTsOtt 7 Nfanscn 

■Ma bhrisrasa, aMsmfyaiKarMrtdMnMK jMMrcfe 
-7tfaertad- 

BETTVIG: *4 Watai KB. M Bract Bouta, fr-i Sapar Cota, 7-t CfeBaagar Da Uc; Ufe fedba. 

20-1 8aoorB Batata. 25-1 CNria Song 

W8: One Mat « n 7 A Dobbin 7-4 (B Retards) 3 tan 

FORM GUIDE 

ChaOangar Du Luc "Med off bahtad Tfecton Mi ri Kkrg George M Kempton lari Bma 
Has tha Blant but sfll hen) to fancy today ewenorer hw Me e t b p 
ChleTa Song: Rxts his best races on this couse and cracriaUB 2nd to Red Maraud- 
er over C&D an feast vfet Trip (an) too riwrt last time but highly triad today 
Direct Roufo: Baa kr baMun an race and Sandown proved idari whan he came lato 
to beat Edradat Etou. Good run apfoet Ombrian Chafonga nod Um 
Labe KartMtlTrashadOkBriFtouteri Eirtar butftm reversed twice rixe (poor rirav- 
Ing lari fete). Tricky to aoaaaa now that hob Mapped ifi in tip 
Senor B Batnittfc Hu stag^ad In handcapa (tafod off behhd Utmarindo last tana) 
area Ns dual win at Chafianham last fern Wbn over C&D as a novice 
Super Coke Winrer o( lari yearb Mktart Of Rato orer skart trip and goes wal hew 
(bairi BU UaD in October). Hardy sort sue to go wet agsar 
Taeion MHb Hugely iirtvssfve in Hannaady and King George and MtarqpM to emu- 
laiB One Man ki Ns bid to win tMer a riwrter tip. Must tart thebaafeg 

VERDICT: Olract Routa and Late Kariba eevn more aHactiwe over two mlaa so 
it corid be the couse tear Soper Coin and Senor El Batrutt who wi test TEETON 
MILL, who bob good enou£i to shine over the shorter trip after Ms brtearft wins to 
the Henneasyand Ktog Goorga 

(o 55| IQ EAL PRINTERS NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) £5,000 
I — added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £3,583 

1 1-04 H0H1KWDBI (0) (D) (DFAfoorQ CMm7 it g Jlbgae 

2 1FZ Racai(B3) (CO) ( Clo arthBr m Lto) Jl-ftmae tr T] OGaBaghar 

3 ' ttQ !EDUl£liaiWBE(1iq(n(BF)UntwHstoE4URperi(7 JOttoorae 

4 (MS S AKT4BL ES3 (30) (O) (D S AmdO&D J Goodna^ Iir%ran6 Tt 7 KWMwaaoo 

5 BO-0 BUCKSB3E (21) [D] (BQ (Owen Kriwlh) N rtndBcon 7 tt 4 HARtzgwrid 

8 4 RESOURCE CT00)?*aSaphaneSfTtf« J0d8H4 TJltoMv 

7 CAUSEW»B«r(PI5t)(an>3RK*WSDow4oa IBKarawitfli 

8 CD TOMMY CARSON (M) (DGH 0 ^nertr) 4 *38 PHofey 

■((kdmd - 

BETTING: 54 fttetrida. 3-1 UarUalUBafeB, 8-1 StnteMart 52 HoftkwadacRwoa, 25-1 Vasoiy 
Cam. 83-1 otfem 

MSB: Gay Shot 6 It 7 R Onaoody 8-tl tw $ Baktog) 9 ran 

FORM VERDICT 

The attack the gtajndMporitmeaxkj have a major effect an Stooutoomeoffts race 
aid ff It bgeta much worse. M e da We l lt rirecoritf be tocawartwed moa. BtlCKSPE 
b fawutt by todwli race condtions and fenhar rata warid not be a pnMsrit so he fftts 

Ife vote Vinnty Canon corid reward eadveuy backers at big odds. 


ARbgnld 

.TJlfesptqr 

RKaaansgh 


lo on) SHENLEY ENTERPRISES NOVICE CHASE (CLASS B) 
£15,000 added 2m penalty Value £10^60 

1 23202 EAGLESHESTpB) (D) (BR (taiy Uoyd WSto) NHandt*5OT8fl 12.M AFtogarald 

2 4CBHF R0CKP0RCE(C^(p)pF)(GZ>fi2d)Pfldiab7tt4_ i — Jlfeted 

3 09DS22 SCRMUNCBO6S(T4(^J0hnUaBrrt)JJCnfelfltl4 MWanuii 

* 71-ltt GHS DCSIRMM. 919 (10to P A Jrirwa^H ^pa51T3 .TJtewpby 

5 344P21 fXmLIMHMCA(Rqm(P)PA0ari)MPtoaS11S JOabone 

-Sdedared- 

BETTMG: 54 Boyri Plata. 11-4 feglas Rate. Gils trfebmri, 4-1 RoMtace 1« SariHBQoaa 
S9B Chanyfete 5 10 S A P UcCry OB for (II Hpa) 4 ran 

FORM VERDICT ! 

Alayaswi be o n Ols E TEalrwl today but ha teas a stiff fade against tha Baa of Ea- I 
glna Rest and ROCKFORCEMgyrt p i efc r wmr is ferVw met; who may have been ut- 
darestrariad and wfl appraerta tttekneari on. 

\A nc| ASCOT FOOTBALL CLUB CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS 
>^‘ w l HANDICAP HURDLE (Q £5,000 added 2m 4f £3^50 

1 03221 DOOR TO DOOR (tqil^bMMElrafeOCttS Sherwood 7 II V— XAspal 

2 M4l WW5T0M F05I (54) [DJ (i Ms Jtbn Poyraonl i WMsrw 7 Tt 0 J Heard 

3 S S3 AUMBnBW010IULCto^'IMrart)MsP'bteriey7e9 RVWdoy 

4 one SEUBmVf2qfnjMsDWHBa4EL.tanes5t}8 LQamfaa 

3 35040 TBIp4(PWE^pw)JJpMm8e« MGriOMaV 

6 QP-1U BAfflCCOMBetKnOI|(Zl)B*sBJQri 0 y)B 01*^604 JPSponcar 

7 65430F ADURf(F9)(TMtfel&MsHrtB0JMt|Br7nO HBaStoart 

-Tde dwaJ - 

Irtten? ■right KK Iraefeocfcwjiieigfrr A*wSsr4Bi 

imtlfl-t TBagr nraitihiriin 1 f White nn Iton 11 ITnnrli ITtinr T 1 Oil Man wtt awl. 11 T 
Bribwry. 12-1 To, 23-1 Arfloa’ 

MSB: Paring* 6 V 13 L Gamas 4-T fev (G Hbbatfi 16 rwi 

FORMVemiCT 

Hteenrtto canwtete icnilteilddoB*teli8wmtertt nanaly MaMcCombh a i taB . Wto- 
rioaRonariOOORTOOOOR.1helopweightlstanaadtorttiarhlsrepuiaBonby»- 

tog upwards of Mb al rouid on Ms to toe Frtdval nwt mote 

14 401 ASCOT EXSERVICE MOTS CLUB STANDARD OPEN NH 
I — ——I FLAT RACE (CLASS H) £3,000 added 2m 110yds £2^505 

1 1 CARA5IA (7fl (D)(D3Amt*:SD JGocr*n*T)MFftnai5 tl 11 LCormantT) 

2 ANT10UE GOTO (Fteaxrin^P Hobbs Sit 4 Qmnaar 

3 BRaVEDRSUI (WESSirlS J0kf5 T1 4 .TJMnfe 

4 C0rtl0RS(ttPPBr>«flELJwnas81t*_ .JRKMrt 

5 (TOUSW I£IB(feiy Fear &!*(&** Qunn) PHcfcbs 6 it 4 H W I fem a uu 

6 0 MOnflNG ALF (IQ pjCtaif^D Gauntly 3 114 — GSapptoO) 

7 4 WriMNDAN|te(UnaaiHaBlh)BDeHasnS'n 4 MAFtowrid 

B KODTCtlDE pohn Eberin) P R VMber6 tt 4 JcSon. 

9 S PHCBBC PMY3? (M) (J&M Ckjggar} N T«Bk»vCa4es 5 n 4 JGoUHatoCB 

IJ fWER G OLD (J rtw FWffl) J Gfbd 5 11 4 p UA 

II 2 BOMAk LORO pH) rtswr Hectring^ llss H Kr#* 5 h 4 ^ JCArt 

C 2 WILD ABOUT YOU (28) p L (irfcfl J Dutop 5 tl 4 |jkHDlndflP(7) 

O WOOD HALL (bpfends SkxsfclDdc) S Swraood 5 It 4 DrtfeShte 

w NffnyEVMi£y(antefhBr)fenB)liMrtRi5ni3_ JllWtar 

e tx»- THEBBZ(27t)(JFPBrvert)JP3raart6D-G DCrerttP) 

-15 declared- 

Man Spmg.e 11 6 A P McCry 54 fair (U Rpe) at 0 , 

FORM VBRD1CT 


*** awnoie nos <s goad lunper hones and Canasta, who wasrealv kn- 

^^.^^^faWpoaablealwIwtiaBrtytotte 
ariwprte HomwiUm f. farm wa, derit a Now ymatfey anditrwidbewStotak- 
rigartarca on csw M Oc imam ri wHch PADDY CUTJE is Just preferred toBfeve 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

HYPERION 

7.00 Compton Amber 7.30 U-No-Harry 8.00 
Baran De Plchon 8.30 Infamous 9.00 Bapsford 
ft30 Copper Shell 

GOING: Standard 
STALLS: tort* 

DRAW ADVANTAGE; Low to middle best tor 7t 
m Ftoresand. teN-hand. oval course 

■ CotmasNoftownonA44a WNirttwnpton Staton toi ADMIS- 
SION: Cfeb CB, Tattersab EB (C2 di tar OAF membera ol Dranxnd 
Outj): Rastaurart package prices D750 to E35S5 to cto dng course 

entrance and meal CAR PARK: free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEAIKNG TRAICRS: R HcAtehaed 69-571 (®%), N Utbnodan 
■aM64 (t35%) M Johnsson 47-W2 (194%) P Ewans 4S-401 (&2%> 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: S Sanders -*3-3Tl (QB%V Dean McKeoen 38- 

305 (C5%i J Weeier 34-3M (17%) 0 Hattnd 31-tB (233%) 

■ FAVOURITES: *82-1485 (32S%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: M aartno. Fbnnfdabfe Flame (8301 

\y nh) PROVINCIAL IN STAFFORDSHIRE MAIDEN 
K- Uu l STAKES (CLASS D) £4,000 added 3YO 6 f 

1 Ofr EFFANDQM(1SQ ABaMySO 

2 TlffAMOREflJSA) KBurtaBO — ° Start* 2 

3 OtO BREEZTWDDr(a46MafehflnB9 . -- — - -VHaBMyS 

4 3SED- C0«WT0l*MBSipMM*ABUBer85 JMteS 

5 08533 DUIIDND BLUSH (17) N LfitnWBt 6 9 — - — T G IfcLraghfe 7 

6 4 UVET01HLPB9M Srtrian 86 -JWfe] 

T DOS- WH-TRAIH ( 122 ) J Gmn B 9 J Fannina # 

>7deertad- 

BEiTING: Conpkm AmbM 4-1 lire V> MB, 5-1 DrtaondBkiali, 15-1 & 

lrtd«tea.TBl»«a%TMVieilWN20-lfiWrtr»W» 


FORM VERDICT 

A werirmotoen to start tha card, COMPTON AMBER brio a tar re- 
out to tho Art and shorJdscare wflh the mnrrojr rf fuss. 

1 7 .30 1 PROV1NCIAL IN CHESHIRE CLAS SIRED 
1— ^ 1 CLAIMING STAKES (F) £2,750 1m 100yds 

1 -3C36* MUIAH4DETH (12) (D) D Stare 5 9 12 J Faming 8 5 

2 CC1-K W»Jjr»Haj(ia(C5)l*sHy«on59S S fBgftno [7) 13 

3 04505 HFra.T1GERTOa3bJones497 N [fay 11 

4 X(W0 FEH.AUNE(33)«3*y59a TWB*s7B 

5 303«5 SWJG(U9K0ute696 NCtCn(S}1QB 

6 3ns- U-W>+WWY(SZ) RHMrawadfi 36 J>8taatey12 

7 5003- B4ST SPICE (36) [Q 3Jrf»aanffeysrtw493 . ACrifemCB 

B 50M4MBIHI RABBI (30) EWaate 794 $Cani(7)SB 

9 CCOCt «UUflOt«tlLAD(96)(q NLCTOden694 HThom«(7)S 

C 1SEB nmcraniteS vote 593 JPSpaaerens 

11 8D006 BORN A LADY N LCnuden 6 9 0 TGffcLwgfenl 

T2 00»* IS«Rrm£L«rf(VqLGCetBM3Tt) A0aiy{B2 

a B4440 lAKEHBBA(t9)UTbmM«3;i3 GBarrMtV 

-Udadarad- 

BETTTNG: 11-4 foyra. 11-2 tetriradefll. SSp Jg. 6-1 » fttoferWL •-! UNo- 
Hwry; Ariiixtfe Lady, 1 D-1 Water ffaktac 12-1 otfen 

FORM VERDICT 

The mratrefatfe p a U i iw r an ra o wi reu ls recent eoura w lnnarBtYM; 
hb aamna s a cause tar conaerrv buthfa Dfanted ptatriiarid be abfe 
coax h*n name. 


\a nnj BET VflTH PROVINCIAL HANDICAP (CLASS 
1-1 D) £5,000 added 1m 100yds 

1 222R SUAUM»M(CD)fiHc*tnad6eo R Cochrane 2 

2 22251 ROtSMSPIBUXXfl (14) SDow4Bt PDn(^7 

3 SDOO- MONO LADY (107) (C) (0) D Hajcta Jcnea 6 S S AUackayB 

4 Q32B3 COOL PROSPECT (^K Ryan 4 bb ACutaMS 

5 00 DB 2 TTnAAIFFQ(1QDSnr592 JRantag4B 

B -2mi HAROM DEPtCHON (22] (CD) NLttnodan37Q JOMtel 

7 OOtMB HEVBtGOlf CU3RT (12) (D) C «H 1 5 7 C TUB! ml 

-7 de clared - 

BET1WG: 54 Baron Da Merino. 4-1 Soritedi, Rotate SptandOrt 52 COM 
FifeptaS, 7-1 Ttti RMta, W-i Km OotS Gfary, 2M Here lady 

FORM VERDICT 

BARON DE PICHON. the imprming 3ya nwy be abfa to cock a amok 
al Iha H an rfcappec Tttu Rvrfto shaped wel ever nha bobad n to 

aderyiA Mp lari fen and may w lha Uggest threat bri SttftKh rts 
» be feaed after hs good nil here last tma 

1 8“ 30 1 PROVINCIAL FOR CREDIT BETTING H'CAP 
L— J (CLASS F) £3,000 added 2m 

1 S-S4 FRRADGEK4YY(12) (C^) CEgartTr C TIO - SopNs tafatoalS B 

2 3040-0 UA2ZBJfO (22) (CXty A Batey 6 B 13 JBaafay(T)lB 

3 23523- nST*ftTST0RU(JT7) (SF)8Ltorelyn6S3 RlfefeSB 

4 -CS225 •r4J40US(US4) (3) B UewelynO 8 Tt CCogan(7)8 

5 02342- DAnGO(8q(B)Danq«tt391t JWfewrS 

a *0520 »MCHC»«{ra)w(BF)SruPrescGh4 8e r spots e 

7 -22335 KffiVETIMTEOl) jFfera 7Bfl APoRGIA 

a 0M)3 FOAKUBLE RAHE (14) G htam E S 0 JQrim2B 

9 U000-4 (OSS LACROIX (14) R HMndaad 4 7 S PMQubn{7)7 

-Sdecferad- 

«ntaam«igft 7a JOb Taw rtvtep Laorii 7i se. 

BETinG: 4-1 Mach One, 52 Irttefiae Nbvk 3-1 fatfenoo. 132 Faratetefa 

taa.7-1 Dago, Hareay feWte.5-1 We*4 Stem, VM othH* 


FORM VERDICT 

MRAMOUS ahrxrt go writ aefering tothe C8D where he wfe Second 
at Hspanritowto atari ctfamnrfccaoktaaUy Hgher San tf* an he 
ruteonartrftal rtwe w Waey faanatamritvBNitfesfaai a c B wri wB 
riafcra riwtd be kept to arrrtnm 

f 9.00 1 provincial in Shropshire selling 
L -= 1 STAKES (G)£2£Q0 added 1m If 79yds 

1 (B-«2aAPSR»(14)(C}Mttrtig555 (t Price tC 

2 25040 AORPOUR(J14)RH*riwad5BO ACttaoeu 

3 2D0MMBBtF^(rp4(C)lteS«n4Sa SWfafeixtfaS 

4 QB 20 - CHAHUECHAI*G(J57)BLtartyn680 RHeriblS 

5 36035 Ca0nBtStDG£(2qAJ*rt48t3 LlrttanS 

6 OEKDO tUflHG MENS (8) 0 ONei 4 B 13 ItTetfeetSB 

7 QflXD- GOLDSTAR (TO) PEcdBS48 0 DKcGrife(7)3 

8 054)00 HUT DOR (14) (QUWbtag48G -TQUaaogtrti4B 

9 3»0 PHITir BLACKS UsA Srtto* 88 1) NDty7 

V SBC- TDPRQCRfJtS) JSpaatag4Bt} Wrtiw l 

11 6 CONTRACT (BRLp^BteHyS 88 _NCri*taS 

12 600-00 T>E WTLD WDOW H QfegOge 5 8 8 GRWfoite(a2 

Q 00500 TO«NVUECSCS{n)aWxxMKf«B8 Stogfetep)!! 

-nrteertad- 

BEnWfi:ft4BaprioriL74ttp RoocT-t Astear fteg^ OaenEdrt.51 
The WU Worn. 12-1 CM Cfaaog. IB-i Artpofe 20-1 rifere 

FORMVBffHCT 

TKa bgong to fart tea wtaring and iha panatsed BAPSFORD taaks 

thparferieric taa 


s (Sssr D,cAP 


FORM VfflDKJT 


^ rfan ontnder las been put forwirtS^S 

jJjgaaagssaag 
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CgBer Bay, ifr-i Bank Avenue, 20-i Snrin^n^t 






Steve Smith Eccles analyses 


this afternoon’s William Hill 


Handicap Hurdle at Ascot 


Outset: Fitness could fail 
this individual, off the track 
since a run on the Flat last 
November. 

Polar Prospect: Disappoint- 
ing lately and well below par 
in the Tote Gold Trophy. This 
trip could prove too fee 

Effectual: Fifth in the Tote 
Gold TVophy and sure to be 
better suited by this two and 
a half miles over a stiffer 
course. 

Sadler’s Realm: Stayed on 
strongly to finish third behind 
Decoupage in the Tote Gold 
Trophy and should run a big 
race over this longer trip. 

Moondigua: Something was 
obviously amiss when be was 
pulled upat Sandown, but Hus 
Irish import is worth anoth- 
er chance. 

Globe Runner a consistent 
sort who ran a goad fourth to 
Teaatral at Sandown and has 
each-way prospects. 

Bluedonuc Not disgraced 
when third to the highly- 
regarded Barton at Don- 
caster but this progressive 
novice may be up against it in 
this competitive handicap. 


ASCOT 

1.20: AND SUE PHI could 
be anything after an easy win 
against weaker rivals at Win- 
canton. He will start at 
decent odds and the 71b he 
gets from Lord Of The 
River is a plus. 

□OQ 

1.50: Robert Thornton has 
just the one ride before trav- 
elling on to Warwick and it 
looks a winning one with 
CASTLE OWEN carrying 
just lost 81b after rattling up 
a bat-trick in a lower league. 
The gelding's stablemate 
Bluedonix looks dangerous 
in his first handicap, and 
Irish raider Darbela also 
makes some appeal with a 
feather weight. 

□□□ 

2.25: Teeton Mill comes 
down in distance and might 
just struggle when the tempo 
is increased. Norman 
Williamson will be wary of 
his old mate SUPER COIN, 
who always runs a storm er 
on this course and was suc- 
cessful with a big weight at 
Haydock last time. Mick 
Fitzgerald takes the ride and 
will be turning on the heat 
from the home turn. 

NEWCASTLE 
2.45: LISTEN TIMMY failed 
to handle the heavy going 
when a distant fifth to Step 
On Eyre at Wetherby last 
time, but the prospect of bet- 
ter ground today can trigger 
a revival of the jumping skills 
that saw this big 10-year-old 
score a Uttoxeter hat-trick 
last season. 

COO 

3.20: Peter Monteith holds 
LORD PODGSKI in high 
regard. This course winner 
missed almost all of last sea- 
son with a knee injury but 
now, after twice finishing 
behind Crystal Gift in heavy- 
ground races at Ayr this sea- 


ismeao: Ran a cracker when 
winning by 13 lengths atTbw- 
cesteraftera two-year break. 
You can never discount one of 
David Elsworth's runners. 
Castle Owen: Unbeaten in 
his three starts this season 
and dearly on the upgrade. 
However; he must improve 
again to figure here. 

Mister Rm: Well beaten in 
the Tote Gold Hopby but this 
extra half-mile could be just 
what he needs. 

Darbela: Arthur Moore has 
not sent this mare over from 
Ireland for a picnic. She won 
at Leopards town last time 
and enters calculations off a 
light weight 

Supreme Genotin: Report- 
edly plagued by back trouble, 
so one to avoid. 

Conclusion: Darbela must be 
respected on the strength of 
her victory at Leopardstcrwn, 
while Moondigua must figure 
if firing on all cylinders. How- 
ever, the one they all have to 
beat is SADLER'S REALM, 
staying on strongly in the 
Tote Gold Trophy and sure to 
relish this extra half-mile. 


HYPERIONS 
TV TIPS 

son, looks set to reverse the 
form and make his mark in 
decent company. 

□□□ 

3.50: Young Kenny is the 
apple of Peter Beaumont's 
eye and this eight-year-old's 
second to the improving 
Step On Eyre at Wetherby 
last month was a very smart 
display THE LAST FUNG, 
a talented hurdler whom Sue 
Smith held such high hopes 
for over fences, has lately 
been a bitter disappoint- 
ment But at long odds, it 
could be worth giving him a 
a final chance now he steps 
up to this marathon trip. 

WARWICK 

3.05: UNSINKABLE 

BOXER rattled off the Chel- 
tenham-Aintree hurdles dou- 
ble and is set to show his 
(basing worth now that he 
gets a suitable best of stami- 
na. Spendid is very tough 
but he was easily brushed 
aside by the Pipe horse at the 
festival. 

□QQ 

4.10: TRESOR DE MAI 

didn't beat much at Lingfield 
but he did it in the style of a 
horse who can shine in a 
stronger league. He gets his 
chance today against the tal- 
ented Kempton winner Flag- 
ship Uberal] es. 

□QQ 

4.40: WITH IMPUNITY has 
the knack of winning when 
fresh so he rates a worthy bet 
against the likely warm 
favourite The Outback Way. 
He trotted up at Ain tree on 
his reappearance last sea- 
son and later gained a suc- 
cess from Jibber The KIbber 
on this course. 
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Fate of the favourites: 

j 

3 

A 

7 

1 

A 

P 

5 

1 

3 


| Winner's ptnea In boning: 3 

a 

A 

0 

1 

A 

1 

0 

1 

Si 


Stottlng-pricon: 

n-3 


A 

W-1 

3-1 

A 

4-1 

9-1 

2-1 

9-2 


Wkuwrs' weights: 

911 

roo 

A 

97 

K30 

A 

ICG 

ST1 

113 

WO 


Wimcrs' ages: 

9 

5 

A 

V 

9 

A 

12 

■3 

6 

7 


Proltlor loss id Cl stake: Favourites -COO Second Favourites CO 25 
pgrtonioga of winners placed lei. 2nd or 3rd In test race; TS't- 
Shorwietlprleod winner: Sever Tourers n997> 2-1 A <= aearacned 

Longest -priced winner David? Duky (igi >2i is-f f = fefl i = pr: tjvo-jnte 

Top trainer No earner nis wen dw mw moio than once re me pas: i; vea,-s 
Tbp Jockey: P Niven - Wsjlord ii9951 Seven Toners ,19971 


FIRST SHOW 


ASCOT 1.50 
C H _l S 
Mb' « M M _M 

Vi w «_ 4-i 

CwdaOMn_ __ 4-i M * Z _ 

5-1 97 92 91 

trl IM li-«_ tM 

Ji »: &■: 

Sheted IM IM Oi *>!_ 

14-1 C-t 14-1 C-l 
S^Genom B-i “■» _<■* 28-1 

jtoPr^ed‘“»1 Vi_ *•{_ f,T_ 

towW 25-> 2D- 1 2T-f 25-1 

'dsrj ’ Si ail "»r i>i 

c Cad H Wire hi LLW*K S Sate I 


NEWCASTLE 2.45 

c « t s r 

‘ « I"** 

w_ rc -2 w _m 

UsM Hoary 1W iW H-2__ M 

^jlJH "« M.JK 

CHppajW _ : 1 04 m - : 

L#5DbW^_ AJ _ _ w 

QMaOK* W M 

mm zsfrijow 

~ j yi **■' ’ »h" aw 

'^Ej2W»-4W ,w ^ saoa 1 2.S 


ASCOT 2.25 

C_ H L S_ _T 

Unto n-a sT~nV~W_lji 

m h_w ji 

Store Crto 32 5-1 s£ B-1 

te te tote M M K H 

OallXituc W C > »: ftr iM 

SwurBBM 5 -1 3-1 S-1 33-1 ~P- 1 

OteftSaB ~40-l 3M »I g-1 
£aSMH-aeMBWreotfci«£»: : J 


NEWCASTLE 


8 mP CASMWJWII2S WPQpH»«d*»iisDrtJHowidJ(ilWOn7W1-ASSBBi 


HYPERION 

1.35 Dangerman 3.50 The Last Fling 

2.10 Ackzcr 4.20 Bamburgh Boy 

2.45 Listen Timmy 4.50 Five Flags 

3.20 LORD PODGSKI (nap) 

GOING: Good to Soft. 

■ Left-hand, oval Mures; with rtang run-re: lough. galoping track 

■ Course ia on At 5m N of town. Free return bus service from Ffegent Centre, Four 
Lane Ends and South Gosforth Metro Statons (2 hours before racing, i hour after). 
ADMISSION: Club (D3 for OAPs and registered dsattsd); Tattersafc E10 CCS for 
OAFs and registered dsabied); Sfvw Rpg E5 (£3 for OAPs and registered risaUed). 
Under- Vs free fci afl enclosures. CAR PARK: Free. 

FTVE-YEAB STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: Mrs M Revdey 49-197 ptPfc). J Howard Johnson t3-«M 
f«5%t J M jflfferaon C-50 (S4%). L Umgo ^77 flSflfcl M W EaMertiy 0-83 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: P Niven 4b- 150 OOtt). R Ganttty 20-102 (MFhL A Dotabtn 
17-128 fG3%l B Storey u-w 05%). P cartrerry E-56 (214%1 R Suppte T2-100 fC%J. 

■ FAVOURITES: ^3-354 {432%}. 

■ LONG DISTANCE RUNNERS Full Of OMsGSO] has been sent 354 rrflM. 
BUNKERED RRST TIME; Ottawa 0501 Who Dares Wtaie (4^0), OocKmester 
(visored. 450V 

nrocl TOTE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 
1,, g 0 l Penalty Value £2,453 


ishSU 4 — 

1 5 11 4. 

naSuntay] T Eea 


WARWICK 


HYPERION 

2.05 Young Spartacus 4.10 Tiesor De Maf 

2.35 Rainbow Starr 4.40 With Impunity 

3.05 UnsInkablB Boxer 5.10 Bale Des Singes 

3.40 Wlndross 

GOING: Chase come - Goad to Soft Hurtles - Good to Soft Soil In places 

■ Left-hand course. Run-In of 340 yards. 

■ Course is W of aty on B4095. Buses from stations at Warwick (1m) and Learning- 
ion Spa (2m} ADMISSION: Cfob £13; Tartersais £9 (card -carrying students half-pnca, 
accompanied under-«s free); Come ES CAR PARK: £5 n members; centre of course 
free. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 2S-106 (218%} D MltMton 34-109 {223%} Mrs J 
Pitman 15-72 1208%} N TWtston-Devtoa T1-61 (13 B%V P NlehoOs 9-30 (30%} 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 22-56 0ft3%} R Johnson 20-81 (24.7%} N 
wntamson B-Bi (222%V A Maguire 14-62 (226%} W Mareton 14-87 (161%} 

■ FAVOURITES: G5-409 079%} 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None 

[O nc \ MICHAEL PAGE INTERNATIONAL HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS c) £6^00 added 2m Penalty Value £4,828 

f -iHSGfl REAL ESTA7E (21) (0} (Mrs J Maud) 0 Nctatxm 5 BO AKagutw 

2 6-205 EXECU1WE DB390N (48) (0) (E Gutne S M KryszUWt) P Nch* 5 II 9. C Maude 

3 W-6 YOUNG SHAHfACUS (28) (CO) (8 G Hetyerf H Daly 6 11 B A P McCoy 

4 22160 SUER SONG (7) (C9 I J E Rndl C Mbrn 0 H 2 MrNMifly (7} 

5 2aV0 DOMAPPB. (21} (Q (D) (M C Bafts) W Jave 7 11 0 DRUMS 

6 HWW PUNTING PETE g)(D)(Mt* ShutB) Mbs K Mato 9 BID. CRatorp) 

7 -1P222 FOREVER NOBLE PS) (D)(W) (M8 FC RUtV) GShawoodS D D — J A McCarthy 

8 F1F422 TONKA (91) (0} (UsC AVtoteas) DGan00tk)7 U2. - JBFaMon 

-B declared - 

BETTING: 7-2 Red Estate. 4-1 Ytoung Spntacue. tanks, 5-1 fa eaB he DecMon, Sran Song. 6-1 
forever Noble, 7-1 Domappef. 50-1 FYinctag Pale 

Lna 0< CcnquM 8 0 9 9 Poml 7-i (R Kodgas) 4 ran 

FORM VERDICT 

SIREN SONG has plenty govig tar hm here end may be tha answer b an otoarwlsa D^it 
looking bandkap Sren Song ts very faity treated. partaJarty so if bs good amateur rid- 
ers cte«n is taken «nto account, and he ran vrefl enough n much better ccnpany only last 
meet. Tbdiys corrtvcres ougfirco hm Da 

O oql MICHAEL PAGE SALES AND MARKETING HANDICAP 
HURDLE (E) £3,000 added 2m 4f 110yds £2,637 

f 2T211R mAR LESS HASSLE (») (D) (Stoe B^revii T McGovem 7 120 CMuray(7) 

2 IPTU- RAINBOW STM (Z71) pF) (ArtTW YYt* Partnarehp) M Ppe 5 11 9 APHcCoyB 

3 4FPU3- JOUVBI (2951(01 (C R Raeil M Roa n n 8 CUnda 

4 ZD-Ell AHOFIWWf (84) VtefcnJ Racing InccrpOralMI ten J ftiman 6 XI O AMagube 

5 4-2QC HANDY LASS (14) iG W HacWng] J Smdil]«6 . ... Mr ft RntUl (5) 

6 ZGX SNSAM(f2)WP£wnsa«vDLHBava?BDi(*ji6C6 JtAfaporofl) 

7 6SF-? LITTLE GUMH£R (7) l A VJ Bafeyl C J PncB 9 «] 4 .WHMfan 

6 ZTSHI AMLUOffliatORCS (16) (0) (P JCneS M LamoerT) 1*5 B Vtorm 9 JO 0. — EByma 

9 -3SB« FORMIDABLE PARTNER (50) (tevB Key & Mrs V WbrtlMKVWad 6 VM) -B Fatten 

V 5, 6-JP YOUNG RAOfCAL (9« (tes dare bpOTlJtejson 700 ^ Grattan {3} 

11 0603- HOW TO RUN (347) (C E SanVI D Wide EDO RBelany 

V 5CEXX0 LMESTRSTBLUESflS) |Tto3uesRnnersfBpi Tkadtfy8 CO JO Leahy 

-12 d eclare d - 

(Annum MrgfiL- 10a Trje taxSup tmghs: Am tia n n ux npnw 9H i3Bx fbmwaOfe ftrtnarflSf 9S>. 
hang fiadcj/ gsf 8& How tdfiunaa it®, Lane Strea Bkms rn 13b 

BETTING: 4-1 UOe Gunrwr. 5-1 Steam. 13-2 Rainbow Six Handy Laaa. 8-1 Phar Lea* Hacsfe, 
Araflnnan. Amfflkmnwmortee. Fo mK ta u infonnmWnmg Radtaal. 10-1 ottim 
096 Riai Rv Dana 8 n i Mctiaal Berman 0) 9-£ (G Hubtwd) 9 ran 

FORM VERDICT 

Tta looks fee quite a comuemve affar v»ah several who can be given serous consdere- 
acn The sefeefton a PHAR LESS HASSLE, who Ml be much better suited by Oiis track 
and can rrvw n beta attempt w rrwe aB tronj Rainbow Star and Uttte Gunner. 


1 003 MG ATOLL (KZ) (7) (Staley W Oslo) S Braakshar 7 it 4 A Dobbin B 

2 me CAflJS (44} (6 Mrs J H Ffeyl J JManan 8 H 4 .TSdcUl{5) 

3 S4BF CARBONADO W fT P^BfT to 5 114. JCNtagfon 

4 OB CARTOFT DANES! (35) (Mss Jayna Suntay) T Eserby B T 4 LWyer 

5 i-ffc CH[g WABOANCE pfi) (0) (Ms Jgmter Vtaodw ad ) Ms 8 Lamyman 5 T1 4 R fanant 

B 383F4P CLAVEHNG (7) (MsKaren Vttxxtvad) E bra 9 H 4 Mr 0 Fagan 

7 00n OOOLAUJ. (8D) (Lady Aire BertnAJ 0 Sraman 7 ii 4 M&wnan 

6 PPM OAN1FGOLBI(21)MsDCGHg)LUattiSll4. R Supple 

9 DF-05 EAGLE CANYON (22) (The Swan fonrersf^ S BteoMta* G 11 4 — SDmack 

O W) FHVUP V1SK3N (33) (Jchn Lreac) tea J Brom 5 H 4 GLm 

11 4FP SXDQffiflOWN SUN (21) (J L Ftonqi U kKruner 5 11 4 BPmnd 

C 04 MR TBUY BWfAROS (130) MsJanaDwyeO Ur J BroenS 11 4 -Pfflven 

O 44-321 MY DESfERADO (7) (D) |Wfe Sndh) L UoydJBfliM 8 n 4 Ur C R Wearer (7) 

14 802W3 POflMC (FR) (110} (J Dime) M Hammcnd 5 11 4 BHanfcg 

fi 5 1 ROYAL CHB> (717) Ms J M L togwi) Mss K AMgBi 7 II 4 FLaatiy 

C 40400 SStENADE (50) IP SootibaKxxQ P Spatfemod S 11 4 KJohnaon 

17 TEMEyAUEY(R3>G(Bto9ictttn)UTASwrtari(5n4 -JS<n*e 

B 0 TEZAAB(20i) (Langfu Racing Ptrvwrt^ji M Banes 5 11 4 .. Steytar 

O Ooe.THEGlPFB.pG (LndDareAuy&JEQfeste6C0nrt5ll4 H McGrath 

20 TORDETTA |Pai FtapeWk) M ’kxtixtar 8 11 4 — ASSraUi 

21 3202N DANGBWAN{26)(CD) (Staphsi JOaU)M WEastortqr4 EG — C McCDnaack (3) 

22 MOO UPSITCK RED (7) (R Arid) W Storey 5 10 O JJanfca(T) 

-aada d — d - 

BE77WO: M Big A»A 5-1 Cteaganaan, 11-2 My Dsaperado; IM CMef Wantanca 9-1 Eagle Canym 
Porrtc, 12-1 CsrioB Dancer, 14-1 Date's Gien, 1 H Cates, 20-1 The Glpfel, feme Valey, 25-1 odwra 
1990 Ls^l Right 5 11 9 P Carbary 3-1 (J J ONeB) S ran 

FORM VERDICT 

Keep an eye on Pontic, who was sbowe average in Fiance and <S wel n on Ms chasng 
form, but the safe bei & probetey MY DESPERADO- She Is no good tong inder a pmal- 
ly but is progresawo and t»i tare no aoubte sfKHfog her farm tndar todsyb concWona 

NORTHUMBRIAN WATER ST OSWALD'S HOSPICE 
NOVICE HURDLE (E) £3,000 added 2m At £2,537 

f 2404 NCSW1ANN1KBI (71) (CD) (Staphoi J Cutis) M W Eastoly 5 h 9 JCafladm 

2 -33331 R01 DE. LA CHA8SE (33) (D) (the Iron tea IA foArai] C Oran 6 11 B RSuppia 

3 3222 ACKZO (15) |P E Addreon) F Mfpty 6 ft 4 M-JPMcNamar* (5) 

4 6100 BALUfUANA BOY (88) (K Roodl F Uwphy B 1i 4 I Jank» (7) 

5 430 CORPOHATFON POP (33)0 M Dawripon) J Jaflasm 5 II 4 LPfyer 

’ 6 Z3F MCHA (14) (Mra NckvChambaal MssMRontarid7 TJ 4 Bfoirel 

7 000 BjSAROM (37) (Urg E (Son) J 'fora S 11 4 BHanftg 

0 000 EMPBUWS SOW (23) (J WPCunB) JCuHs5 h 4 OMcPMfS) 

9 M FLAICHG SUNRISE (75) (H McOonakf) ft McDonald B n 4_ Mchnl Bnman 

V 60034 GLOBAL LEGStD (tar Emnersa8 1 Branwscn 9 11 4 J Supple 

71 POO NMOTHY GT)(Ato4Phcna Brawls) M bs RB rewia Eli 4 C McCormack (3) 

12 0- UAJOTO [40Q (foTtardAEbtaai) JTumarfill 4 .TRaad 

13 0 HH HALF SHAW (22) {Sdriey J Smfi) 0 ffaCiwel 6 T1 4 ASSmUl 

M 055/35 P0UT1CAL MXSTAH (7) (G R S Macnj R Mai 7 fl 4 STkytar 

« THEPfflSI [SECotatattelLUngne n 4_ WDowSng(5) 

B 520 WESTER7DN (BE) (J S MudccA) J RtzGargld 0 0 4 PUN 

V PP400 YVHATDDYQUSAY (51) (Ms D A BouMd) B BouaMd h 0 4 8 Storey 

8 0P1-5 BLACK BOOK ^3) (Ere: A aotf) E Sod 6 D G ^DlifW* 

6 F40U54 TOTAL TROPIX (3Q (CapQki J Pndaaut) Mrs S Ekadanw 4 02 JA-H&adbanwp) 

-ISdadarad- 

BETTING: 9-4 Ackzo, 4-1 Dacha. 8-1 FW De La Cbasaa, 7-1 Corporation Pop. 9-1 Noabkamfldn. 
10-1 Weatarton, 14-1 Global Lagand, 18-1 olhwm 
838: Kre Grean 4 D 7 R Suppte -t-f (L Lingo) drat 

FORM VERDICT 

ACKZD's ChMecham entry looks qoteneK; but at Ns kwei ha looks one to keep a done 
eye on A tfrade unlucky agarol a progressive rival at Cotter** last tme. he ought to be 
wM anted by today* co n dtions and. udke market rival Dacha, ris abfty to see the trto 
out is assned Corporation Pop fakes ihe eye as afl eedvway option 

\0~W£] ‘CAMAIR CRUSADER* HANDICAP CHASE m 
(CLASS B) £12,500 added 2m At £8^14 ASkfl 

1 342-3P SW1RKY GAYLE (84) (CD) Ms Raymond Andvaon Green) C Paler 9 G 0 — B Storey 

emvakf swen. yetow satff and atr on cqj 

2 S2-654 LOH}DORCET(Z1HM*iHjgg)JChartttn9l15 HSappta 

royal Mjc. grey and royal Mjb fnhed ahmes. g*y cap 

3 -301 P CHIPPED OUT p1)(Q(DaraioRaaig)Ufoduiier 8 HO BHanSng 

vOTtft dart Me ^xA satped ato-asi wfNa egp 

4 20425 ALL THE ACES (70) (CO) (J P McMarusi J J Okfeta 12 11 0 R McGrath 

airiffWcf greea yafowHoapi wfda cap 

5 4-P3F5 LIST3J TIMMY (N2) fI7) (D) (71* Sewd Club) S ftoctaJac W 0 13 A Dobbin 

darii Uue ana ye*»» (hatred), hooped shores, yedbw op 

6 1U3-53 CELESTIAL CHOIR (14 (CD) (Ms Cade Sykss) J L Eyre 908 SDurack 

whae. orange seems. iiMe sleeves, conge cap 

T 1*333 TTltiiTIURRY'rOFF pf|(CD) (Jf/ WfeonanriJ-t/ttaeft JMJafterscn B OS-i-h>«r 
aw M« aM SgtC green check. Sglt green sfcwe# and cap 


«t^6b9rteiw*relW)tf»Qpedap _ . 

9 3F3PB5 EXCISE UAH (18) [MnFTWMBn) J 11 DO DfortBf 

n ps3ss> UOflAuGHIYt^OTTOaftm ^oS agE^ edPO - UrOf&n 

MzniHlt*aaimi)uf»i *ns and cap 
-lOdectaed- 

KnWQi7-2 Sparity Gayle. M AB The Ana, TUhnwiy ToR^ 1« LWm Tfomy.^ « && Cofa. 
13-2 Lord Dona* 7-1 CNpped CM. 8-1 CMestW CJwh; 2HM eitan 
088. Sbe Own 8 8 o JW u Srartune (9 7^ (Ms 8 Stature) E an 
FORM GUIDE 

Sparity Gayte: Dropped 5K> ataespiAx) up nHerewoeyttna good B soft) hNo 

vernbar a/re aofd saJsonat dabuL Previous fine novfcs catitoopi •'ducted second to 
Super CohcwertoiteybdotBrice In taaewdriByd Beta MCheBwYMm 

Lord Do rest Former smart MO-n*r (thrt h S88 Champion), lately out of sorts, 
todudng titaa easnnt fourth b DonMWM handicap (2m goodtosofl) 

CWppedOntHaB won two Zmetha n tte p e from twntihatoim but unable to dom- 
mete when pteM-up in Great YbrteHre at DoncasHr pm, good to soft) 

AE The Aces: MutHowng veteran, great ton from Ob out at handrap to be 10 lengths 

fifth in Tripieprint at CheRenftatn (2mSt good la soft) in DMemtier 

Uwten Tbnmy: Pracn to ng novtca but Osapporttog in handtaapa this twin. Jumped 

poorty to be 40 langtte fifth at Wiretwby pmH. heavy) last mootn 

CaleMkl Chotn Cwwatert mare but has reporttety had brealtdifl proorem Saet 

welched on bash at way *ie dropped out a Wtthertjy (Zm4l good to soft) 

lunymuny TUT: Knee Wray has rntot n sNed career of tartner Am hurdler. FWshed 

4? Jongths beWnd Mtyor-Setf Jn Seat Vbrtatw at Doncaster fctesf 

Castle Coin; Tlwd to Boss Doyle m 3m it at Ahttee teat year when tiatoed by 

Aldan OBrien arid shea a wanner owr todays trip for new comectlona No impart 

when pdfing up at Kempton pm. gd U soft) In October 

Ejctae Mm TMed-otf Hast to Kateo hendeep. no bettor propecta today 

MonaugMy Man: No-hopec 368> out of hantfcap, putasd up at Ayr last dme 

VERDICT: Sparky Gayle, although running a poor race to Ihe Hamesay. had 

previously shown promise CASTLE COWe tok of a recant run stated net hcon- 

venfonw hm as he has previously won after a tang break and comes from e stable 

with a Ana record at this track. He taoka we l han dic a pp e d judged on usefte form in 

Wand and etAaiMe teat year. 

— orTl Ruinart champagne handicap hurdle WSKM 

(CLASS B) £10,000 added 2m 4f £6,756 

1 ~m 4 JAMAICAN RIGHT (FIT) <D) (PF) (P Larnymanj Ms SLanyorei 6 T D — RFanart 

ipiei UtK. red e« M«* cap 

2 332221 Rt»B0C1^TOTO(Scar*P«irefWMreMnewlBy5tlB-.JfcADa™paByp)B 

nyat Uua. write stems, armfeb and op 

3 32V2P QWfN ROSES (FH) (77) (Sarte. W Oate) M Hanrnond 5 tl 12 JHanfng 


332221 RQBB0(t9)(C)TO(9carBiFhrtnssttj) MflMRevday5A B-.J 

n^tto-WbaeOTkarfflMsandap 

32V2P QUmi R0SE8 (FH) (77) (Sartey W Oarte) V Hanmond 5 flT2.. 

<mgK6(nutwMixripcK. UK*a*t*i**a*t>*f 4tow 
5QI44 LORD RKM3BD (NZ) (21) (U W & A N Hants) S Efoteta* 8 0 


4 50144 UW) RttffiHJ (NZ) (21 ) (M A N Harr i s Bpgte hee 8 O 9 -A Dobbin 

5 LORD C McComacfc (3) 

6 4N6D COn^OTm t ^W^(5) , (D) (r'c^^e) Mrs S Bnrixma 8 OBJ* M Brwtaim* (3) 

wMt red cross d fcwahe, red sfame& MNe sh® red cap 

7 82Sre O!YSWLaFT(21)(»sLMWtesna)AM*aiS7 05 TSUM& 

darieg rem ret are retoed shews, redcap 

B TO® OtfBt Ttffi BECK (21) (CD) (FUeid Caere) J M Jrfkison 0 1) 1 LWyre 

B -30025 DOUBLE AGStT Unin^'j Hawato Jctrwvi 8 1) OS Dw»ck 
KBbK&kcfcarecfmnvSQnreBeves, jeflowayi 
-9 d»d»ed - 

MMiwn umight IOsL TnmhontSajj weight Qat&B Agon SSBb. 

BETTING: moo Rabin, 9-2 Crystal Gtt, 11-2 Lord Podgsid. 6-1 lord Rcttfiaid, 7-1 Janalcen 

FBgtt, a-i Over The Bet*. 12-1 Coastoen Boy, Outfn Rowe, 1*-1 Dcnbte Agent 

to Artma 7 9 X> Vt 0 IfcRieJ Q 2-1 (F Mtajriy) B ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Janw lc an FUghb Ftere poor effort from Market Raaen spedeiiat to ba 21 lengths 
fourth to Caracal to a hentecap there f2m 3( soff) back to December 
RaMxR foi^esstw ryps ertio mot ittle opposition when Bketlng home by 28 lengths 
In wi Ayr (2m 41 soft) handicap last fare. 4«» rise In weight does not look traaseftre 
Gufi’n’Rosac French Import wtwm preutousty improving farm took a dve whan he 
ran be il aomathhg wnss to be ptefed up at Wetherby (2m. good) tarsi December. 
Lord RtaMeM: Should appteteafe tooaase to trfp after flrtafiig 12 lengths ttreth to 
Couher in an k/t pm. heavy) handcap with Cryetat Gift pi to woree alt) vh lengths 
ahead in second and Lord PodgaU (lb worse ad) Z’h lengths back to fifth 
Lord Podgafcf: SJarted tavoral® but )unped vkalchBy bohkid Caterer at Ayr last month 
Previously beaten by Crystal Gift on their seasonal debuts at the sane (tack 
Cmtstown Boy: Seemed to need irora of a test efler BtrvgsNng <w pace when 44 
laigttre 7th to Easter Ross n a Doncaster (2m 4t good to soft) handcap last month 
Crystal Gat Ftont-runner dosefy nreched with Lord Podgsid and Lord Richfield 
on his two runs at Ayr. aspodslfy good efforts as they Mowed ft tang tay-tet 
Over The Beck: Has struggled for form, inducing when 49 lengths behind Easter 
Ross at Doncaster last (tore, to with squeak on basis d three hurdte wins teat tarn 
Double Agent Returns to hunttog after mbred fortmes novioe chasing. Looked below 
form when n lengths fifth at Mussetaorough pm. good) Iasi ttore 
VERDICT: it is hard to separate Crystal Gilt and Lord Podgsid on the* two tuns 
at Ayr. with the latter fust getting the vote at the weights and In lass heavy ground, 
although he junpsd poorty iatf fame. Mary ftevatay is the top trafosr at Mb tnRk to 
mount seasons and ROBBO, who flnaly won at Ayr after a series Of placed atferts, 
does not kx* hararty traeted to be raised orty 4ibs for that effort. 

lo'cnl EIDER HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) £38,00C«an| 
J,au l added 4m If Penalty Value £ 21 ,865 WSHM 

1 2hW1 SANTA CONCBTTO (21) (Jten Con) L Lungo V 11 D R Supple 

baga. red hoop, btadr skmea, red arntab. red ere 

2 F40R5 OTTOWA (1^ fFteii K Barber) P Mchcls 3 H C MctaM HopMne B 

trek seen. cftewin ^ Bbnsk dH grean red MMe case* cqp 

3 -GF2P THE LAST HJNG (21) (Q (M Jadoon Boodstadi Lkfl Iks S Smth 9 II 3 — SDurack 

brnen. idMe fxrep and etaewa. quarread cap 

4 -2340 YOUNG KENNY £17) (D) (J G HMtfl P SoDunontS D 0 B Storey 

pM red maroon qtanrad maroon shares. quanaSd cap 

5 03201P HOLUtBAfBI BUCK (23) (Mrs S Wama) A J Itartiii (M) ^ O h FJ Flood 

prtr and mmnn quarered nman skews, gartered cqp 

6 LFIt-4 MRAHANOT (Of (GEHareflJ Mftna BlOh R Guest 

igttbkK, red hoop and arrrriac. Quartered cep 

7 10UF4 FLAKED OATS (30) IP SwatWiCThatetteretaS Frost) PfkJvistH) 8 . _LYfyer 

reyat hire oto wrre f^irefarefi. red rasf and cap. hbe stones 

B 11-213 NAUOfTY FUTURE (26) IA K Ccdna) J J ONal Tl O 7 R McGrath 

SgW (peen, *fite stwvw. Ml cep, wMe spaO. 

9 iKW RJMSY TROTH (12} (MHMtostartjUWWSlfl OS- Gay Lewis (3) 

nwoai fgn daeres. Jgta fltee red mbte tywrered Cty 


■ SEsattSSw-ss- 

e 5334-1 H)Ll OF OATS & fMartto ftattad F HoB» * 

faWfafaeredw a Ponteanonds . rngkreutonrek red rtonwm recap numaia 

a R^Fl PFTB) (35) (C) (0 w '"toAansJ D Wtons t1®0- - 

BSC*. MSB cross of tomwe . _ -i. 

14 34-123 IDUCMTEST (IB) (J DGaodhfow) J 4 OHM 9J00 CHcCarmXt< 

i*ckptoksto9KS.tre*CNJ.prts» 

Q 8HUS AW DALEY (4MTO(MchadfobB)JHreaRlJiton»to It »0 u 

i^redmi faterew .fltal'CAJ 

unmmwdgtt 700. Tnrerandc^ eegte lV O ats, Few 9s/ ab. Vr" "» 

Stibsssa^«ass^- , K 

33-1 Ottawa. SD-ttehers 

698 DowM De Pton 7 VO R 9uppta 9-2 (»5 L Itayur) n ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Santo Concerto: toipmssnre front-tunrang rtasar who has w®ri°ur 

out of aril races (furthest over Sm It butatatedstay) most leoBnUy beaong Rarer 

high class stayK tiled off *1 dw National tow at Uttowter pm 4t ha*rv) last month 
The Last RtogrUagtcsd QoQd cn reappeoranca nn a VYbCtoi ty 
tan aSnshod tumpma lei him down anca m*ed up m Grew l alegt 

Young Ketmy: Ftoe yorarg chaser, no fkSffBce P hrteftjng 8 r^nta 

laaful Step On Eyre re Wethertsy (3m H neavyi handicap test month, with Santa 

Concerto back in fourth. Wbn ovw this trip to DBCamW. . 

Holtyttai* Buck: tosh raned-runrsf won a Grade Z re fway 
stown last month but was dtoappoimtog when pifted-up onjhe radr towl 
Parahandy: improving chaser who at Fontwol and Win ca nton tel season StouW 
coma on fcrssasonai debut «h to Dote* Turner ai Wncarjor f3mH aohi ^ 

Rated Oata DteappoWregtaa time tafwdZaggy Lane » tirereif^oreviously tad 

wrentog ohararo when talng re the Anthony Mdmay and may be worth another try 
Naughty Future: Havreg good Mason, winnng over Vl> m at Koto re December 
and 10 Isngtft3 thbti to Istand Chwf to a Wetthertoy I3mit soft! honifcap 
Farosy Ttutti: Vtoy useful staying chaser In B96I97 but baa watered ^as has shown 
nothing in two nroa thb season, reefodtog when unaeattog al VterimttBM «to» 

Ftetette Go«: Ran rare poor race to be taded-oH behuxl Island Chtel a Weiher- 

by batter chance on 15 lenteha 2nd to Santa Concerto (23 to worse off) at Ayr 
BaUyffm: wvreer of B +runrw face re October but areoa below form Looked re- 
tectrait whan 2S lengths fifth re a Mussetaratfi t2m4L good) handicap last 
FUU Of Oats: Tbugh veteran ran weB tor new ststee when tatong Banooi Omet. good 
to soft) hantecap on reappearance. Sure to stay and looks as good as ever 
Peter Gama hantecapper having probably best season, won handcap at Newcas- 
tle (SnSt heavy) teat month beating Parsons Boy by W langtos 

Ybugh toeb A winner at Kafc* over 3m1f on ssastm debut was let down by his 
tunptog when 15 lengths J*d to Davy Bioko at the same track (2m6L softl tetesl 
Aly Daley: Looks to have a tough task from 7to out oMhe hancbcap and ha3 shown 
Me this term 

VERDICT. Young Kenny, very wel regarded by correecBona Is sire to stay, and 
Parahandy, wttie not proran over the trip, has tooked as if he stated be stated by 
extreme distances and Is on the upgrade. FLAKED OATS « a chancy setecusn as 
he has tsisd to corrptota on his two of his last ttveo nins. but he was runrwvg we# 
on both occasions and may be worth risking at generous odds today 

I re oh I BOB GORMAN SIGNS NOVICE CHASE (CLASS C) 
H,4Vf l £8,000 added 2m 110yds Penalty value £5,498 

1 Bl-n AGHAWADDA GOLD (56) (CD) (Il»hySyndcaB|T -8*7110 JCaBaghan 

2 40-11 F SWra> GaiTLY (22) (0) lliwor HerTtnn5Sl fAg 5 Sm* 7 11 0 SDwacfc 

3 422JT1 BAWfiORGH BOY (7) (D) W flutes 58i Faniv Sattonwo T Eflaeroy 5 11 4 .LWyer 

4 4-103 DAN DE MAN (ZZ) (CO) (Cterd J RxAer PannerdVp] Mss L 9dbl 8 11 3 A Dobbto 

5 TQO-3 STORM CALL (28) (D) lOiffi N WhtonsID Whfcres B 012 BHanSng 

BETTBIQ; 84 Agbuwndda QoU, 11-4 Bamburgh Boy. 4-T Sweep Gently; 5-J Dm De Han 28-f 
Store Cal 

flBR Forest* 6 n 8 A Oobbn raws tor (J H tetonscni 5 ran 

FORM VERDICT 

AgfnaniMa GoM toteo a natural jurper of tencss and wft not be out of |Aace re the Aride 
ftMd fkwever he otey beet BARNBUROH BOY a lengih over ttn course and dstance n 
Noverrtwr and Ihe nunerup ih® riay has ready got fits act tognher sreca 

I re c h i FAIRYHOUSE RACECOURSE CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS 
^- au l HANDICAP HURDLE (F) £2^00 added 3m £2,155 

1 2-PT2P PUREVALIIE (85) (CtQ (BF) |Mv Joan Tupn] MIN Eastarby 8 12 5 CMcCormack 

2 01-45 CASHBffltn^TOTOTAItehWTCre'niiT... .MHNaugMm 

3 21-3PD ATTADALE(15) (Q (D) (The Low RyBsnh*oute<*ed5| A Dkten it If 5... Guy Lewis 

4 Pl-FBO LAHtSBHILL (68) (LaiteSte Engneerog LW) J RtrOeraH 5 il i - ,PRyen(5) 

5 -T2FBF PHAR ECHO (16) (D) (SHCRacreg) LLtngo 8H 0 W Doming 

B P/P-00 TRUMP (18) (D) (3 kks Raymond Andersm Grerej C Parte O P 13 THagg(S) 

7 22-322 WHO DARES WMS (7) (BF) Ites A UelaO J J 01^1 G VC- RUcGrafllB 

6 04X04 FIVE RAGS (35) (D) (Kadi Mddetan) iks S&ntt n « 12 DBsworth(5) 

9 0208 IC/ONCTOW <381 ©) (MS -UrB OStehai) J Hoesrd Afnsari 9 0 7» . . NHaretey 

D SOFO CMUliON STICK P^mdneHtabsonlJJtetesire BOB. .TSkkM 

11 382534 VttJWNOM (CD) (The Vforato Parewdfo) D MoHm 8 « 9 — -■ GFRyan 

V 5P30F KINGS LANE (19) U M Duo) J Dili V O 5 E Husband 

H -45411 JQWOOOTTO)TOn^S«M9yKfc3te|lteURavetoy6e4 Clae 

h 0PO4W TALATYWHlffi) (81) UWP Cures) JCu» 7104. OMcPhaH 

S 0600 DB4TICUIATA p6) (D) (P Spoteswnd) P Spctlswiod tiD 3 IJtetoa 

« 46150 RABCAUYt1f9(JTtams(re)»teSanlhB-i)2 RWWnson 

V ffUXH MR CHfflSTE (IQ (D) (DnP item Partnerafol Msa L SteJal 7 0 1 .SDuraek 

« 44(005 DTARBLAY STREET (18) (i>e» For Ua*) W Kamp « 6 0 D O SuBwre (5) B 

« 54FP4 DOOaMSTER(t5^(CO){JOGardon)Mssk'Migarja»0. RNMgarV ; 

20 M50P- JUMBO STAR pTIJltts EM toil JDbon 9 OO HBaMeran 

21 3-064 SUNRISE SENSATION (18) (RMcDatakf)R McDonald 600. — Michael Bremen 

22 DUMP WHLSWOOO IM} |R G MadtaB S Mr D G Sa»aia) J Jaltascn 6 O 0 . MMb*d(7) 

23 0086A- CRANNON BEAUTY (334) |D S Akfct) D Aider 9 00 . - SMatnae 

-23dedered- 

BETTING: 5-2 Jowoody. 5-1 Who Dora* Wra, 8-1 VRprano, 8-1 Sunrise Sensation. 10-1 UbQiath, 
14-1 Caeh Box. Pher Echo, Wettswoad. 14-1 DodanastBc, Five Flags, Mr Chrtstla. IB-1 others 
69B Vforano 7 9 7 M Gatei (7) 0-1 ID Mtefatt) 6 ran 

FORM VERDICT 

JOWOODY looks a worthy favnreie and a goad (M lo make U three w*b from four riyts 
Were joetig kbry ftoveley. She o creepng te> ihe wei^TB. but ehe beat a par te taai-urne- 
ouivi*vm»ritoJtehortyteAyr3fxJbcrea«redaltogurerHjd bunch Cash Bos. Who Dares 
Wins and last years rnrar VHprono tote» toe most ikefv eoch-way ctevMnes. 


o ncl MICHAEL RAGE LEGAL NOVICE CHASE (CLASSKn 
B) £12,000 added 3m 2f Penalty Value £8^35 MM kfl 

1 71-TQ B3MOiro(FH)(37)TO(LrefyKnteidlHDaly7ii1l SWynne 

tack orange stones, red ere 

2 1-ltB srafflffl(S5TO(B^Wre3ii«*nCNf«rwood)DMdita(re7ltl1 AMagtere 

moon, jyey dbc a«# orntofe fjuanredcqp 

3 fti-IF UHSWXAO£BOXB1p1)TOpF)(P3iJGoenjMPtaeOtf7 A P McCoy 

SgHUn. dMOtoecfamondred tamontf on cup 

4 (EFPHF RAMBLING 5AM (51)(Q J Jarete Q Btedng 7 11 3 BCUtord 

crown enrertaffere etoewk hooped cap 
-Sdecteed- 

BETT1NG: M3 Unafnkabte Bom; 134) Spendd, 8-1 Edmond, 86-1 Rambling Sam 
1988. Gatsaon Jm 8 11 5 R Johnson 5-1 (P NdMs) 3 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

E dm ond: Dour stayer and winner el Exeter and toweester. Stiff task here taer a poor 
jupptog rnmd befM Kottau Ncnantato at Htotosrtiy 

Spemcfld: \tory tough hurdtar and |ust aa hardy aver fences. Lraws arehenham and 
found Kairpton too sharp last time whan just held by Lord Of The Fferer 
Umtokabia Borer Landed tapg dbtance fnrtte dotede at Cbettwtoam and Atotree 
last tarn and a fetor two out whan c ha tongki fl Ftodsy Wtaod at Cheftertoam C2mSf) 
on second chastog tetempL Vary much warns tfto trp to shine 
Ramhlhig Sam: Fence behind when tal last ttna No chance 
VERDICT: UNSMKABIE BOXER has ta ri£^ trip lor the Ihst time ovw fences 
and should make amends lor fie lapse at Chananham. Spendd always gives of Ns 
bast and ns hardy sort wd be atapptog away at the favourite throughout Bur if has 
to be remembered that Untenksbta Bow toyed wtth hm when a hurtees winner at the 
Cheltenham FastrvnL 

* rerjl QUESTOR INTERNATIONAL NOVICE TRIAL HURDLE (B) 
l^J -1 £10,000 added 2m «1 110yds Penalty Value £7,386 

1 n-m KBATS ROAD (4S) (p) Ms Nchdaa Jon«4 h 1Wdre-0a>res 6 11 O CUeeeOyn 

2 1-102 MO’S I0NG (49) TO TO Hhe Gascogne Bates Ranwshp)J'&Ck 7 11 DWMeiSten 

3 zsn WNDROSS (2)Q (C) (□) Ate Fetor Pnmbn^ □ Ndubtai 7 11 II AUqtere 

4 10-22 BUSH BANKER (TO) (BF) (Date Jetes) MRpo 811 3 A P McCoy 

5 112 BBCWJAN p1)(C) (BF) (The Btevqan fortna4fa) H Ddy 4 H 1 RDunmodf 

-Sdeteuad- 

BETTING: S-2 Rio’* Ktog, 11-4 Ktog'i Ftosd, 7J Btefrajan. 4-1 Wnttoas, 9d tort Banker 
«8 Samua Vfldenpn 6 n tt R Johnson 11 -2 (Q Mthctoon) 5 ran 

FORM VERDICT 

A ta a dnac p but teftetet 10 protect race In wtachal fire are altered re CheltBrtiamS 5raiAL 
lance Moves Hutto and in wttti all have sound team here; ea toast a rue-run race tooks 
fcafy today: BEHRAJAN o a terrtahe cboca. havreg tooted as tf a lenger top noted sun 
fern bShna at CheBeriham with Ktogfe Road toe best aBamakve. 

jre fri7 MICHAEL PAGE INTERNATIONAL KINGMAKER WSKM 
r ,lu l NOVICE CHASE (Grade 2) (A) £20,000 added 2mSBifl 

1 -22121 FLAGSHIP UBERAI1ES pS) (D) (A P Body) P Mehta 5 fl 0 RThormoo 

eamki green. iifOauBstBS.OBancs and a» an cap 

2 o-to TOSOR DE«W(FH)145)(P) (Joe Mow MPfceS BO A P McCoy 0 

Durofe fate ctowM. tatab on stows 
-2UM- 

BETTWQ: 8-13 Treeor Oe UaL S-4 Ragteilp UberaflH 
Baa Late Kariba 7 tl 5 R Jtemsoi 4-j (p r*dyfc) 7 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Ftogahlp liberates: Finds 2m teal (2nd to Potentate over Artier) and took aefran- 
tagfl of Mb c o nees a on to baa Ea^ns Baa 16 lengths a Kdmpfcn 
Ttaeor OeMafc Winner over mteestatofenoas to Franch Provtooea and very I ntora3 shie 
when beating Memroe 25 lengths at LregWd. Can wm in better dass 
VERDICT TRESOR DE MAI a anoOter deems recruit profcsd up by Mann Pipe 
Irom France and ihe merrier of hta Lngfiekf victary Iran Montroe suggests heS ca- 
pabteofbeBttogvUngFkagehipbhalFbRMierFlagsMpUberenea.whohadttvigsref- 
atneV easy at Kenton when getttog so much neisrt tam Eagles Rose. 


rereftj MICHAEL RAGE FINANCE HANDICAP CHASE |31 
Trj (CLASS B) £12,000 added 2m 4f 110yds £8*1 

1 1-HPP TAMARWDO (FR) (37) (D) (®-) lD A Jtetnscrl M Pipa fl 11 tl .. A P McCoy 

rayefbkn ameratf gw* 1 stoewe. erne an emwatoeraen spoil 

2 13-341 MADISON COUNTY (49) (D) (B K Ifepptet) PHobtESBS - .. .. C Maude B 

yeftw (ygystoevas 

3 2303P- WITH hBkJMTY pOI) (CD) (G 2 Iterf P Mehta t) ID 1 RThomton- 

pi* end purple (quartered. pM stones 

4 -42131 THE OUTBACK WAT (22) (D) (Us B Ganger SSBeljDWride 9 B 0 .Wtoatan 

5 800-3P BACK BAR (H) (D) (FGVfton)D McCann 100 ..ACCoyfeR 

red, Ohdi and mtfsthpod stow. nhSa cap.btxi.a3r 

-5 declared - 

BETTWG: IMTha Oteheck Ytoy. W Madison County. 3-i tomarindo. M Wdi Impute* 28-1 Beck 
Ber 

B98 ttl*i Ryer G tl 0 B fonel TT-4 (T foisarj 4 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

7ta m eri n dot Only 3b higtMrcorrtoreta to the Cheltenham win over further from Mac- 
george. HasnY looked the sane horse sreoe but retuns 60m five-week rest Madison 
Madteon County: Liras soft gnared and kept up gatop over 3m to beat 9iere 
tone at UYtawter feat ama Capable sort over lf» shorter (rfe 
WBti Impunity: Goes wol fresh and cradtabfe 3rd to Cyfar Mafia at Aintree to 
Apr! Last win gatoed from Jbber The Kfebar over C&D and 31b teller hue 
The Outback Why: to good heart and featag chance off 6b hgher mark after the 
Doncaster wto bom Pbmstel and Noeam Good prevfoue 3rd to Capenwray 
Back Ban flt> out of handcap proper and wants otoreme dstances 
VERDICT THE OUTBACK WAY always tooted the wtoner at Doncaster after his 
improved showing againa Capenwray at Chettenham Ho ryusi agsm rake some t»ai- 
tog c« IDsl and genres so modi weight Irom the taappwmins Thnarindo. Mwteon 
County lain a batter race compared to the latest win, but WHh Impunity has won on 
too course and is decent when hesh. 

[c HjTjl SRS STANDARD OPEN NH FLAT RACE (CLASS H) El .750 
l added 2m Penalty Value £1 ,683 
f 21 HERX ALSTTfST] (CD) (Mrs Bann Pen* 1 D NteWson5 n ® Rlbssey 

2 1 TOGQ OANCS1 (21) (D) [A. mesmeres 1 N Ricnards flnt). Mr J Crowley (5) 

3 0 AHCirKMCHTW ftteHMJQnesJHDSyeiia BFMon 

4 BAIE DE5 SINGES IS Pfesicin) H Daly 5 11 4 ! SWyme 

5 00 BLUE CH^TMN (220) (Fter Iregu Racreg) L Grassdk 5 it 4 V Staoory 

6 0 BORN OF FUBAR (IQ p) E Lutas-Gitel Ms T Ludas-Gite S n 4 _RBe«amy 

7 3 CARRIBD MTB)E?r (56) (Ms Mark Afeoppl NGeBrieeSn 4 RDuwoody 

8 4- COHSPBUK) (2021 !>fc J P*rar 6 1) 4 D Lately 

9 LAIffiRM KMB (Haienood Hsmsfonal U4 Ms L Mttanson S 71 4 N'lfmui 

t} LOHD LAMBHINI (H a le wo o d i H Br na mnel) Ms L Whamscn 5 h 4 Mark Enfei (7) 

11 P0 - MR PTI2(Z78) (Mb J Gad® Mis A Perrett 6 tl 4 C Btoide 

C SfH BOBSO i7>an Logttus) ,V fi»SJ3>to«s5 Jr 4 ... ~.LSuttretn(7) ■ 

0 5 SOK OPBUiTOR (30) |Lod> Cdtage Racing) N T«remn-Oovey s n 4 CUmflyn 

K V1RAC BOY (ViatUarietng Udl G LfcCourt 6 tl ■> . RHobun{7) 

S GYPSYHUNiAJUctieyiMsHMctieyS V 0 J Uogtord (7) 

% «mes H0HT JEANS (MFHnr*4R Peacock 5 no _ . .CWabb 

It GENTLEMAN JACK (C S toescnl MsVW3fd4 UB R Thornton 

v 2 tasTBtarmutMvwsnJKitriPRmtxsiva _.AMagi*e 

-udeoared- 

BETTTNG: 9-4 Perk Alert, 5-2 Ibgg Dence^ 94 Mfeter Graham. 10-1 Camed MarasL Confeiirito. 
Bens Cfeeretac 14-j Sir flottn Gotanren Jeefe ap-i others 
VBR LWtem 8 11 4 R Jdraan 9-2 (T Georgs) 17 rai 

FORM VERDICT 

A typfcafly dffioufi bumper for puners. with several i^teyraced horses to assess Wm 
Perk Alert vteraraUe under We penalty, tetow winner TOGG1 DANCER may be atee to 
capktebe- a good daenar negates most eftes area ■ te ^ u . 
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Lingfield 

HYPERION 

2.00 Harik 2.30 Complon Akka 3.00 
Alamein 3.35 Kayo Gee 4.05 Trawling 
4.35 Bartholomew 

GOING: Standard STALLS: 5L *n outside, remainder reside. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low best up u im especially lev 61 

■ Esuitrack surface; fen-hard, sharp undufetng course 

■ Course is SE of town on B202S Lingfield slatwn (served by 
LoKten Ucfora} adjoats course ADMISSION: One enctosura Cffl 
CAR PARK: Oub C3. reirureder free. 

FIVE -YEAH STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: G L Moore 9S-B73 Wl R Harmon 
43-377 (13 1*1 H Johnston 48-280 (l7l“o\ G Kefleeray 44-322 (GT’fiA. 

■ LEAOMG JOCKEYS: A Ctarfc 77-612 f12fi-v) J Wfeawr 68-30A 
c^s} S Sandora 65-583 (nS1,i R Cochrane 57-352 (162%) 
| FAVOURITES! 735-298 r33£%»l 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Do By Day Dream [43$. 

n nm OSPREY HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5.250 
added 2m 

1 Q62Z STAR RAGE (J7r)(U)D£b*cm 9 00 HPo9atd(3)2 

2 Qtti-l FARCRY(T2)P)SrM p, «ar; 4 *n TSprte«3 

3 mu SHBWF pa ICO) J«s?99 ACttera* 

£ HA«K(lt|(OTGLMc«Jn»S»4 P0w(3)6 

5 0-36D6 PYfflJDSOPHIC (S) (CDHBF) Url L JMJ t, 0 13 J)sf» OKsil 5 

6 53321 PIPE WJS«(1® ID) P Hadam 40 C P Goode (5) 1 V 


-EdHttnd- 

reiTWQ: IM for toy. IM Ha*. M Sharift Pipe lluaic, 8-1 Star Rage. 
12-1 PMoaopNc 

FORM VERDICT 

FAR CRY cta*J defy hfc rrss in tte wtacyna if he KancSesthe six- 
fees an wel as na does F&resand Las yeers wraw Sheriff ha3 
bpatng of Harflt an rurrereq hue bst mytei Dui fie Satrr im- 
proved tt jte a ttey rteian ridden very pronw w mf y last fane and n 
woted t» no geat surpnae V he came ait toe btefer today, 

lo on I HARRIER CLASSIFIED STAKES (CLASS 
_r"l F) £2,750 added 7f 

1 43*1] CRITICAL AW (4) TO (D) (BF) A l*N» 49n — TSprakaS 

2 3-0055 VILLAGE NATIVE (2M KC4ntei BBS. ACUfenlB 

3 00050 ECS FOLiy (7) L A DdB 6 9 6 T G IfcUugMn 2 

< 00002 PEBO£S(1l?TOiteQKtawjy588_PFredrtelBp)« 

5 3020' SWHT ROSIE (03) P MWfet 4 £1 3 WRymB 

6 0M21 COMFTONAKKAffl (CO) GA Sutler 362 JOtemS 

-Gdedarad- 

9ETTIH0: 4-7 ComptH Akka, 3-1 Cribcal Afe «-i Parides. 15-1 VSage 
Hatha, so-i others 

FORM VERDICT 

COMPTON AKKA. 3 progressive 3yo and J CSO Hirer S t*l 
re te toe wtejffl and has oovous darra. Perides. much bettor 
thanfiefevteteHBtasLteWtedBgnBOfareteireiatfBnnamreh 
(y beafen by sutaaquord aaay wrenar Atonain n a cttrw hare 
last tea and may be (hem to boat akhoughCritiealAirisar- 
paefed to ntorove rat a dtetoporrltog teton carter In ihe week. 


o /wl BUZZARD CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS 
- w l E) £3^00 added 1m 

1 3M6 BAR8AS0N (IQ) (CD} GLMooe7 OQ Candy Uerrfe SB 

2 «Mtl ALAMBN(USA)(7)(C)DffchtaB9f1 PCtaria(7}B 

3 EHD- STDFWSBW3W(10S)(QTO<3LMoaa799JlBrtteld(7)1 

4 CASTLE ASHBY JACK (7) fC) P HwSng 5 96 JQtennS 

5 030-0 SQABNG(TOCT ?a *ff J > ne998 -IttJ 

G 56-56 LAOYCAROLME(11)TOMJofnaon36l JFanfogd 

-Gdadared- 

BETTWG: mow Alamten. 4-1 fiwteaM. IM Casda Atetby JradL Soak- 
tog. 7-1 Lady Carotea. id-1 Steppea Brow 

FORM VERDICT 

Lady Carotana aarreherwe* up to If® fevte («f nof are to stay 
ao ew vote goes to BARBASON. «too is te Ire best Btms Dip and 
goes we* hem toa 

o’ *3 cl HARRY RAMSDENS HANDICAP (CLASS 
0,00 1 C) £9,000 added 3YO 5f 

t 3031-3 PWICEPROSPECTpuoTOIteLSkta»B7^Y»Wtateh2 

2 2-Wl TROJAN GIRL C3] TO NUttatoto 8 9 fieri TGKdreigMtal 

3 6001-1 KAYO GEE (30) (COl A McS* e 6 T Sprite 3 B 

4 OiSJl UGHTBRffiZE(H)(C)GL»Mre7 0 . J) Sritesud (7) 4 

-4 fladared- 

Mimvm wefa tt rx VJb TamlanSeapmetftUgoaesaTalb. 
BETTHki 2-1 Kayo ten, M TYofen Gbt >1 Ltg« tem, 7-2 Princo 
Proipate 

FORM VERDICT 

KAYO GGE was most rnprasanre when wrenaig over (fas sdurog 
md cfatanca fete nma aid tog wdi worth fc J swtoo ora Ihe mre- 
amm trip despaa file seep rise in toe wfedva. 


A ncl PLAY GOLF AT LINGFIELD MAIDEN 
L— — — J STAKES (CLASS D) £4^00 added 1m 

1 00 WPBtlAL£WW7y(24) WVur* 9 P -Mutti Own 3 

2 00- LAVACA RIVER (2G6) P Hating 4 9 Tg 

3 20DM MARIANA (19) TCtanera 4 9 7 . ^ . .. .TGoSnv 

4 6 LADY BIEnE ( 7) T J Naugrton 382 . 

5 22- TRAWUYSfM^ (BF) Srta392_ KSMm i 

— J ** 

KITrWQ: MThWBng, B-1 kapcrtal Envoy. Lavaca River, 12-1 Mariana. 
IM Lady Sena 

FORM VERDICT 

SS£S£SSa;s 

1 gi-11 BARTVOLOiCW g) (CD) TjNatohtoin t! Bfer) o [w 0l? 
Z -S3SJ4 POUT MILS 69 P Evens 9 7.^!_ ^ Ju 

3 21Z331 £ftmttlE(7)TOPHaten8fl 

4 03332 TROWS PET (5) J Baking 8 1 ... JEteueL l ?B 

5 40631 DOUMrmEUI&mKtory 00 _. 

C 80004 GLASTQWUHYfy}(QPtt3«flng7Q _ cKrl 


v m 


- .# 

'M 


| i 

I ? 


M D08f Day Dream. 9-1 Gfeatoobuiy 

FORM VERDICT 

dayitoctatenoltotarataite ""“"'T'w 
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Lawrie 


storms 
five clear 
in wind 


PAUL LAWRIE )S OD COUTSe tO 
win the first six-figure cheque 
of his career following another 
scintillating performance at 
the Qatar Masters. Two dear 
after a second-round 65, the 30- 
year-old from Aberdeen defied 
strong winds to add a joint 
best-of-the-day 67 and go Into 
today's final round with a five- 
stroke advantage. 

Lawrie, who missed the half- 
nav cut by eight shots in last 
week's Dubai Desert Classic, 
stands on an 1 6-underpar total 
of 200. France’s Jean van de 
Velde is his nearest challenger 
in the race for the £102^83 
first prize, with two more Scots 
- Bernard Gallacher’s nephew 
Stephen and Raymond Rus- 
sell - sharing third with Mid- 
lander John Bickerton a stroke 
further back. 

Lawrie' s previous biggest 
pay-day was the 1996 Volvo 
PGA championship at Went- 
worth, where he collected near- 
ly £87.000 for finishing tied 
second with NickFhldo, two be- 
hind Costantino Rocca. His one 
tour victory was at the Catalan 
Open the same year; an event 
reduced to 36 holes by fierce 
winds. 

Conditions were nowhere 
near as bad yesterday, and hav- 


G 


By Mark Gakrod 
in Doha 


mg been brought on Scot- 
land's north-east coast he had 
no fears about being blown 
about. Three birdies in the 
opening four holes - the first 
after be almost holed his pitch 
- set the tone, and two more 
had come before be dropped his 
first shot of the week on the 470- 
yard I5tb. A drive into rough 
there was just a temporary 
blip - back be came, holing a 
20-foot putt on the next Lawrie 
said: “I felt calm, in control and 
comfortable. I knew I was 
swinging well.’' 

While South African Ernie 
Els blew a six-shot last-day 
lead in Perth only last month, 
Lawrie is comforted by the 
memory of what happened to 
him the last time he held such 
a big lead. It was in the Euro- 
pean Under-25 championship in 
France in 1992 and he turned 
a six-stroke advantage into a 
win by eight 

The following year Lawrie 
finished sixth in the Open at 
Sandwich, holing a three-iron 
for an eagle two at the penul- 
timate hole. “I realty struggled 



after that,” he recalled. “Every- 
body expected me to keep it 
going - and so did L It was 
tough to live up to it I thought 
that if I could be sixth in the 
Open I should compete regu- 
larly for tournaments and 
when I didn’t it was hard to 
cope with mentally." 

Lawrie was helped by ses- 
sions with the sports psychol- 
ogist Dr Richard Cox, an 
adviser to the Scotland rugby 


union team. “I used to travel to 
his home and chat for three to 
four hours at a time. He also 
gave me tapes, which were so 
relaxing it was unbelievable. 
They sent me to sleep." 

^ decide, another former 
Europ ean Under-25 champion 
who has won only once on the 
Tour in 10 years, moved into 
second place by grabbing 
birdies at two of the last four 
holes for a 70. 


Russell, winner of the 1996 
Cannes Open, matched that, 
while the 24-year-old Gallach- 
ec making his tour comeback 
after suffering back problems 
and losing his card two years 
ago, returned a 69 and Bicker- 
ton a 71. Ian Woosnam is eight 
behind following a 70, and 
Ryder Cup captain Mark 
James’ 72 left him 10 adrift 
En gland ’s David Howell, on 
the strength of his victory iri last 


weeks Dubai Desert Classic, 
leads the PGA European Tour 
money list after five events. 
Howell has winnings of 204,172 
euros (£139,843) followed by 
Els (169,045/015,784) and Lee 
Wfestwood of England (132^16/ 
£90.558). 

Westwood was fee runner-up 
last season to Colin Mont- 
gomerie in season's earnings. 
The PGA European Tour 
switched this season to quoting 


its w innings in the new Euro- 
pean currency, fee euro. 

OfflM MASTERS (Doha) Leading 
third round scores and tools (Obror 
trl unless seated] : 200 P Lawrie 68 65 
67. 205 J Van de Vdde iFr) 69 66 70. 
200 S Galladier 69 68 69: R Russell 66 
70 70; J Bickerton 68 67 71 . 207 A Ce- 
fka (Geo 69 63 09; P Price 7068 69; Kang 
Woo k- soon (Kor) 71 67 69: S Kl el risen 
(Den) 70 65 72. 208 C Haneil ISwe) 71 
67 70: 1 Woosnam 68 70 70. 209 B May 
(US) 67 70 72. 210 MA Martin (Sp) 70 
72 68: W Riley (Aus) 69 70 71; G Evans 
69 70 71: M Cronberx (Swe) 72 67 71; 
M James 67 71 72:J5pence71 67 72. 
Selected- 214 A Col cart 71 69 74. 216 
P Broad hurst 72 72 72. 219 G Brand Jnr 
72 72 75: P Walton 72 71 76. 


Dutch test awaits champion Couch 


BOXING 


Maier keen to 
beat the snow 


SKIING 


THE CAUSE of women’sboxing 
should receive a significant 
boost tonight when Jane Couch 
defends her Womens Interna- 
tional Boxing Federation wel- 
ter-weight title against the 
Dutch challenger, Marischa 
Sjauw, at the Thornaby Leisure 
Centre, Middlesbrough. 

Widely accepted elsewhere 
around the world, female box- 
ing remains something of a 
novelty here. Couch is the coun- 
try’s wily professional pugilist 
although she had to take the 
British Boxing Board of Control 


FELIX TRINIDAD ends a 
10 -month lay-off by risking his 
International Boxing Federa- 
tion welterweight title against 
Peraell Whitaker, who has not 
fought in 16 months, in New 
York tonight. 

The unbeaten Puerto Wean, 
hoping to sol up a showdown 
with the World Boxing Council 
champion. Oscar de la Hoya, 
meets a challenger who missed 
out on tile whole of 1998 after 
undergoing cocaine rehabili- 


BynickHalung 

to court before bang granted a 
licence. Then in the first offi- 
cially sanctioned female match 
in the UK, she disposed of the 
hapless German teenager Si- 
mone Lukic in just over three 
minutes at Streatham. south 
London. last November. 

That affair was little short of 
farcical: the German looked 
like an aerobics instructor and 
boxed like one, too. In con- 


tation in a drug treatment cen- 
tre -a year in which he also re- 
ceived a suspended sentence 
for reckless driving. 

“There will be no excuses in 
this fight” Whitaker said. “I 
don't look back at 1998. This is 
1999. I'm a more mature Fernell 
Whitaker but the skills are still 
there. I know Fm going out But 
I'm going to go out in style." 

Trinidad, 26, has won all 33 
of his professional bouts and 
stopped 29 opponents inside the 


trast, fee Dutch woman ap- 
pears genuinely formidable. 
Now based in Florida, she has 
fought credible American op- 
ponents in Lisa Ested and 
Kathy Collins, both current 
world champions. 

“1 was at the Streatham 
show, and all I will say is that it 
is going to be very different this 
time," said the promoter; 
Jonathan Feld. “This is a seri- 
ous fight and, from what I have 
seal, Jane will be up against it 
This is a chance for the British 
public to see what women's 


distance. But he has not fought 
since stopping fee Republic of 
Congo fighter Mahenge Zulu in 
four rounds last ApriL Even 
with weight troubles, Trinidad 
remains confident though. 

“Every fighter wants to end 
a fight in the quickest way” 
Trinidad said. “If I hit him with 
the first punch, then I wiU try 
to end the fight. He’s still a good 
boxer, but the drugs and alco- 
hol have taken their toll, but 
Whitaker stOl has pride. He’s a 


boxing is all about" Couch, 
originally from Fleetwood, but 
now based in Bristol, won her 
title from fee Frenchwoman 
Sandra Geiger in May 1996, 
successfully def ending it 
against two Americans, Andrea 
DeshangandLeahMeDlngega 
year latec Her only loss came 
against another American, 
Dora “Swamp Monster" Web- 
ber in a non-title affair 
The 31-year-old Lancas trian 
has been in full-time training 
once turning professional five 
years ago and has gained fee 


little bit slower but he’s still 
strong. He has experience.” 

Whitaker, 35, has won six 
world titles in four different 
weight classes and carries a 
41-1-2 record and 17 knock-outs 
into a fight where he claims to 
feel in tiie same prime form that 
brought him Olympic gold in 
Los Angeles 15 years ago. 

‘Tflhad any rust, it was taken 
care of in tr aining ,” Whitaker 
said. “Right nowl feel like I want 
to go for the gold again." 


respect of her male sparring 
partners at the gym run by her 
coach, Tex Woodward. “She's 
trained very well,” he said. 
“But this is a dangerous oppo- 
nent I am expecting her to win 
but she will have to be at the top 
of her game or there could be 
a problem.” 

The British boxing fraterni- 
ty remains lukewarm to female 
boxers but should tonight’s af- 
fefr fulfil its potential ft wiD help 
the women’s game establish a 
degree of credibility that has 
been lacking thus fan 


Promoter Don King hopes to 
arouse De la Hoya’s ire to face 
the THnidad-Whitalser winner 
rather than his scheduled foe, 
fellow- American Oba Cart or a 
possible rematch with Ike 
Quartey after De la Hoya’s split- 
decision win over the Ghanaian 
in Las Vegas a week ago. 

“We’re talking about Oscar 
de la Hoya’s talent his guts, his 
machismo,” King said. “He 
cannot live with himself if he 
does not meet this challe ng e." 


THE MEN'S World Cup super- 
G originally scheduled to take 
place tomorrow in Garmisch- 
PartenMrchen has been moved 
forward to today because of 
chang in g weather conditions. 

The men's downhill, winch is 
due to be run today, is in doubt 
because of recent heavy snow 
and rain. The super-G can be 
staged because it requires no 
training rum the downhill can- 
not be held without trahringand 
so far that has been impossible. 

Hermann Maiez; returning to 
the mountain where his skfing 
adventure started two years 
ago, can expect another tough 
challenge from Norway’s Lasse 
lyus on the awesome Kandahar 
piste. It was in the Bavarian re- 
sort that former bricklayer 
Maier burst onto the scene, 
landing his first Worid Cup win 
in a super-G in 1997. He won 
again last year and is capable 
of making it three in a row. 

Maier would also be hard to 
beat in fee downhill if he could 
match the reckless run which 
earned him fee title at fee 
Worid Championships earlier 


this month in VaiL The muscu- 
lar Austrian's main rival in fee 
Colorado Rockies turned out to 
be Ejus, who won silver in fee 
downhill and shared fee gold 
with Maier in the super-G- 
The two must now fight on 
for the overall Worid Cup title 
and their battle looks set to go 
to fee wire at the finals next 
month in Sierra Nevada, Spain. 

“It is easier to shine at World 
championships than to win fee 
Worid Cup," said Maier. eager 

to defend the crown he won last 
season. “The Worid Cup is spe- 
cial because the winner is the 
man who has been fee best ski- 
ier all winter” 

With two rounds remaining 
before the finals - next week in 
Qfterschwang, Germany, and 
next month in KvitfjeE, Norway 
- Kjus tops fee overall Wbrid 
Cup standings with L089 points. 
Norway’s Rjetfl-Andre Aamodt, 
fee 1994 champion, is in second 
place, 35 points behind, with 
Maier in third, a further point 
adrift. 


Trinidad faces Olympian task on comeback 


In-form 
Dott 
proves 
a point 



GRAEME DOTT reached the 
first semi-final of his career 
yesterday, recovering from a 

4 - 2 deficit to defeat Paul 
Hunts' in the Scottish Open in 
Aberdeen. 

Just as he had done against 
the former worid champion, 
John Parrott, in the previous 
round, Dott triumphed 5-4, 
much to his own surprise. 

“At no stage did I ever think 
I was going to win," said the 
21-year-old Glaswegian, who 
was one of four Scotsmen - the 
others being John Higgins, 
Alan McManus and Stephen 
Hendry - comjfeting on 
quarter-final day at the Exhi- 
bition and Conference Centre. 

“But when I got back to 4-4 
I thought I might have a good 
chance. I know it was a 
scrappy game, but as long as 
you win it doesn’t matter bow 
unattractive the match is. 

“When I was playing like 
that in the past I would get 
annoyed and ended up losing. 
Now, I'm out there to win any 
way I can, and it doesn’t 
matter if a frame takes an hour 
as long as you win it.” 

Dotfs new mental tough- 
ness has resulted from a 
lengthy meeting wife Terry 
Griffiths, fee former world 
champioru 

The determined Dott 
revealed that after beating 
Parrott he had spent four 
hours at Griffiths's Llanelli 
home after the Welsh Open 
discussing ways to “put my 
head straight”. 

Until his meeting with the 
respected Welshman the 
worid No 30, who turned pro- 
fessional iri 1994, had con- 
templated giving up the game 
for good. Now. he says, he is 
glad he listened to fee voice of 
experience. Dott is guaranteed 
£ 16 . 000 , which is easily the 
biggest cheque of his career 

thus far 

It was not the best of 
matches against the 20-year- 
old Hunter, who had himself 
knocked out the defending 
champion, Ronnie O’Sullivan, 
in the last 32. Hunter's best 
break, was just 49, while Dott 
saved his best until last with 
a run of 60 to take control of 
the decider. 

However; the match was 
won and lost in fee penulti- 
mate frame. Hunter was in the 
driving seat, with Dott needing 
snookers until he unluckily 
potted the pink trying to play 
safe off fee final blue. 

Dott then fluked the blue off 
two cushions and went on to 
take pink and black to keep fee 
game alive. Hunter led 32-0 in 
fee decider but then ran out of 
position. Dott made 60 and 
eventually forced fee conces- 
sion when he knocked in fee 
brown ball. 

“I bad my chances to win 

5- 3 but couldn’t take them," 
said Hunter, who had also 
been 3-1 up at the interval.” 

Dott added: “When you get 
to fee semi-final your aim is to 
go on to win fee tournament - 
not to settle for reaching this 
for in fee event." 


ATHLETICS 

GREAT BRITAIN TEAM {ter tfat-iutfoa 
nurcb, Oanoa 3ft. Feb) Men; 60an: K 
annum , 1 . 11 -l.in loom: C Malcolm 
If’ ftOOm: D Lade}o iBelrMiel 
ISOOm. E Kta* t¥.w«. 60 fn hnMw : M 

O m wb ; Htahtefftp: BChaW 
UngCT •.O'-'ri Pol* Vault: T Tbomas 

■'.ct.- •v.n Lone hmp- D RMcMo (Sjiri 
Triple limp: I G oM ey I Itumr-. V.iik-v 
((•'I' i SIMM Pot M Proctor l Nrwh.im 
u fr*., .> SmdU relay (200m. 

ftOOm. ftOOm ud BOOfoV C Malcolm. A 
Patrick i kVanl-.m Scinch M"un| B Donkin 
M Sftsay iltvrts Oi»| 

Woman: 60m; C BkwraJMd 

r'^-v S Amir r, on |Fh.if'»hurv 
H.vrr:i ftOOm: V On ll\Y« 800m: 
E P iM a n ISOOrg I bipnan 

rji ton hurdles: D ftm tew i 
« r%v*r Hlfk Jump: H DonUv, iW fooJ 
r ic Urnc I Pole Vault: p WRson 
■?.>: MiTtfi. long Jump: J Whe iCaui’ntrvI- 
Triple Jump: A Haaraen (Shifrcsbury 
L’.Tntn Shot Put: M Aimae iBioniinr): 
Swedish Relay: S Andaman, V Da* P 
rV.dc> S Dud g eo n 1 1 Ortufji Wfoofr-n 


V 11 


BASKETBALL 

THURSDAY'S LATE RESULT: Umfoall 
Haphr Semi- (bud. Mcoad Inc: IrKrsirr 
93 Pct-v Wl ift-rtv ivirj l/j-IM on 
.vp'J.WI 

NBA: irelyu 99 fMidrlphw95 WtisIwiEl'Ji 
95 5S K.mlou 91 New leriey 92 

iOT). C-Cve'.iM OS New Ycafc 76. Utah 97 
L>CH.W B£> 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

$2m 

The amount ( £1.25m ) 
- his salary for last 
year - that Sergei 
Fedorov of ice hockey's 
Detroit Red Wings is 
donating to set up a 
charitable child welfare 
foundation. He will 

also donate S91 for 
every goal his side 
scores this season. 


MEN’S EUROLEACUE Rnat steadings 

i loo four ham rart graap qualify 
for quarter -fouls) 

CROUP B P W LPW 

Zalglrts Kaunas (Llth) _ I G 12 ft 28 

Fenerbahce (TirJ ft. 9 7 25 

cHmmu Zagreb (Croa)_.16 a 8 2ft 

Pan Ortfcaz (Fr) 1G 8 8 2* 

i (Sp] 16 5 II 21 


"A 


i ORme) —16 ft 12 20 

CROUP P P Ml L Pm 

PABAcMnalkos (Or) If- 15 I 21 

EI«S PDMa (Oirl 16 II 5 *7 

MaccabJ TUI AH* (tor) „i6 7 n 23 

iai»w |N) 16 7 9 23 

VfnrIaISp} 16 7 9 23 

' .16 3 13 13 

p w l 


(Rua) 

CROUP Q 

OtynpUa, (Cr| Vi II 6 37 

Wndar Sofoxna fRJ 16 10 6 26 

CSKA Moactn* (Rosl — It W 6 36 
IMmsy*. Bohrgna |ft| _l6 9 

PACK Salonika (Or) 16 7 

Samara (Ra»|- 

CROUP K 
O L|nM]ana (StoMn) _.T6 13 3 29 

' - 7 2S 

7 25 
9 23 


7 25 
9 23 
16 1 15 17 

P W LPtft 


SPORTING DIGEST 


FOOTBALL 

Bristol Rovers have signed the 
defender Robbie Pethrck from 
Portsmouth for a nominal fee. 
Rovers' manager. Ian Holloway: is also 
negotiating with two other Pompey 
players, the former Arsenal mid- 
fielder David Hillier and winger 
Martin Phillips. 


I (Hoc* Kong}: Mo 

ftj. Henuncte: 


VllkwOftmin |Fr) 16 

Rwl Madrid (Sp) 16 

U fltar ftpur fair) 1 6 

Alha Bnrfln (Gar) 1 6 6 IQ 22 

KA Zadar |Croa) 16 ft 12 20 

QUARTER-FINAL DRAW: ZN* im Kaunas 
fblhl v Ulhwspor flur). FertettMhce (Tur) v 
Kfjf MMmi i5p|, VUIeurturaic (ft) v vAoru 
Zj£rct> (Crooi. Oiimjufj Ljuoihxu (Stovcni v 
ftiu OrWe.' (Fr). Paruthhulhoi (Or) v Teom- 
sysiem Bolpgnj |li). Ef« Pdsen (Tur) v CSKA 
Mjscow (Bus). Kinder Bcriognj (lt| v Wk- 
idOt M Anv (iwl. OlvmD.ikoft {GO v Vaiese 
I'll 

CRICKET 

ASIAN TEST CHAMPIONSHIP 
(CakWta; Fourth day) . 

FaMKtan awn r«s 

RUQSEUI - Rnt lonkn 1 8S |Mu»i KMn 
70. 1 SmuUi 5-ft61 

INDIA - Fine Innings 223 (5 Ramesb 79, 
SlUAh AUKar ft-71) 

PAWSTAH -Sftcoad Innings 316 (Saeed 
Amvai !83no. Yousuf Yauluru 56. 1 South 
B-351 

INDIA - Sacood Intdnga 

(Ovcinism ft for Oi 

S Rimesli Ibw b 5>iqla«t ftO 

V V S Lwtw c Vbutuiu b SaqUn . 67 

R Dund c Mom b Shoab 13 

S K lenduftar nai out .9 

*M Anuruddin c Ybuhaiu b Saqten .20 

5 C Ganguly not out 2J 

IN R Mongia Ibw b 5lKulb ..I 

A Kumole not our 17 

bn (9b ut> fftflP) . . . 29 

Total (tor 6. T3 earn) 21* 

Fall: I >108. 2.13ft. 3-145. *-1*9. 5-163. 
6-190 

bbKH Singh. J Sriiuth. 0KV Prrad 
Bonding; Start AMiur T7-4-39-2. Wfts/m 
Aknan 2T -3604; Atiw Mahmood 60-234; 
5Mf*n Mushtaq 25-5-69-3: SluDId Am* 
ft-l-10-0. 


ico 1 (Marques 3ft. Aburolrt • 
pen88lE.svplO 

gJru 3 [ScraciMov 5. teo* 23. 521 1 

Ceuj-ur Xi 0 

UNIBOND LEAGUE Prcmiar DhrWon: 
r ft n pc wiart (mariaa*d pfczft): Ldffi HMI 
■ RkOKOm 

HL CAMJNG PWBMBtSHIP Wa ara yM 
Hataraa: lkn2 Man foctentumoSoutrunip- 
ron (from 2* fcOl Ibn 9 Man Leeds v fot- 
lenfum |/rom 6 Mar | MM 10 M a rt 
BUchboni v Evens*!. Lverpool v Manchester 
Uld [oofi from 6 Mar). Mxtttesbrough v 
OietscJ tlrcm Sun 7 Men 
NATIONWIDE LEAGUE Pottponad Sam: 
lb* 23 Feb: Rochdale v Cvnonow Uttt 
AUTO WINDSCREENS SHIELD No- 

ar r ang ed Bawrc The 23 Feb; toowalc i 

THURSDAY'S LATE RESULTS 

iCapSw 

ivtoen- 
: Barren ftoven 

a Bor-tvm Wcxxl 3 
CarsTuRcn 7 vuwon 6 Hastum 0; VVhneieere 
0 Wartime 2. 


Land Treptas tMrt 

ieighron 3 PON IKS 
aeSreffWd Wednes- 


OUbufY 
Ionian I 


iffingstonian 


i oiuiiL Bedford town 1 1 
LEAmC Hot DMskacI 
day 1 Manchester OcyO AVON WSURAMCE 
COMBINATION: Norwich 1 AUwjil 3. Crys- 
ui Rdjce 3 Swindon 0 nrTSRUNK EX- 
PRESS MIDLAND ALLIANCE Industrial 
B e wkali Leaguft Cnp tterd ro 
1 SjndvucliaTTOUR MATCH: I 
Widttn Lodi (Poll 3. 

DUTCH LEAGUE; PSV Endhcwsi 3 Ttvenw 
Enschede 0 SPANISH CUP Quarter- tail 
IYnl«BiMn)2iaiBtu3 nMUNCUP 
Saml-Boai IbaMeg: Bctognj 0 ftorendna 2. 
INTEIMAT1CNAL nUEKXJES (Ooate- 
mala Clty|: OvJtenvsId 1 [Ndrj A6; Chile 1 
IMKhon pen 9di; (QM^Mril): Ecuador I 
(CIUL1 68| Peru 2 (Prsrro 28. Mendtua *Bl. 

GOLF 

NISSAN OPEN (Lof Ancaha) Uadnc 
Ili M r oo nd icons (US mlm Mated): 

66 D Duval. 8 Esree 67 L Patera, N Price 
iZimj, K TrJctett. K SuttierLmd. A Bratton; 
68 I Kelly. R Feftr. F Couples. P Mickefcon. 
M CdGHeatfj, P SonLomiu b Tiw n l»- 
OSKt. 3 Geiberrer. 8 Quigley; F Eb (SA). 
B Andrade. S Jones, M Brooks, C Derails 
Sateite<fc<STWacdK70iM0nabaU5p|. 
72 6 Hienstedt (Sum). V Smgft iF^). F No- 
bdo (Nt) 


LPGA HAWAIIAN OPEN (KapoidQ I 
bur llnx- round scores (US unions sea t- 
«dlf 66 M Lunn (Ausl. 67 M McGann. 68 
C McCurdy; M Redman. V Ode&ird. W 
Doolan. M Hjorm (Swe); 63 H Koteyashi 


(Japan), N Rarasbotxom. C Johnson. E Gib- 
son. M EstUI. M Edge. D Coe-Jones JCanl. 
T Barrett. N Noro (Japan) . P Hunt. KGoid- 
en. A DeLuca. H Oat^Oonotno, Selected GB: 
70 A Niowias. 71 H Dobson; 72 S Lowe. 
S Strudvvtck 7* V Fergon. « MarshalU 7ft 
L Davies, L Hackney. 

C AN ON CHA L L ENGE ^tgpas) ^ Le agiy 

«d|: 133 R ftvnplBig 67 66. 137 S Conran 
70 67. ACrawford 69 68: l » E BouK (NZJ 
7366; TftO G OgSvy 71 69. K Drvce 70 70. 
M Cam 6B 72. M Lons (NZ) 70 70. Ifti J 
Moseley 71 70. 1*2 £ 70 72, P 

MCWbtaney 72 70. A Pavwer 70 72. D Susa 
INZJ 72 70. T Price 73 69; 1A3 C Spence 
76 67. C Warren 75 68. 1 Legsatt (Cml 7* 
69. A GUkgan 72 7 1 . P Sen«x72 7 1 . A Stola 
7ft 69 

ICE HOCKEY 
THURSDAY'S LATE RESULTS 
SEMONOA SUPERL8AGUE: Manchester 
Stcem ft BriKkned Bees 3 (or): Newcastle 
RhierWngsl London Knights 3. 

(ML: Carolina 2 Washington 2 |OT) Ottawa 
2 Boston 0 Montreal 3 madeY^na 1 Sc Loots 
0 Florida 0 (07) Los Angeles 3 Edmonton 


■ASTERN CONFERENCE 

Atlantic Division 
W L T OF 
PtriladaipMa _29 13 13 I7S 117 
New Jersey — 31 is 7 Ibfl 141 

P Tnaii ai ft ll 30 1 6 7 171 1ft2 

NYRapn — 21 27 7 150 157 
NY (danders -l 7 31 7 135 172 
Northeast DMsfon 
HL T GFSA 

Ottawa 31 16 8 160 117 

■towwto 31 20 ft 178 166 

Bnffak) ^^ 26 19 10 1ft8 118 

23 27 B 137 151 
22 2ft 9 136 129 
Southeast DMston 

Wl T CFGA 

Carolina 25 22 10 149 1*6 

Florida 20 21 15 135 146 

KtesUncton— 22 28 5 138 146 
Ttenpa Baj_.11 39 5 11) 205 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Central DhWoa 

HI T tf M 
-30 2 3 4 168 1ft2 
-22 22 10 149 140 

Nashville -19 31 5 127 17B 

Chicago 16 33 8 127 179 

Nonhwcst Division 

W L T GF OA 

C olor a do 29 21 5 tft9 13ft 

g dm got on 22 26 8 154 147 

Cdnry._m.19 28 8 137 161 
I h nco— r ,18 31 7 141 177 


ftdflc Div i sion 

W L T OF OA 

10 8 153 105 
29 IS 10 142 113 
23 2ft 9 >47 1*0 

San Jom 20 13 13 129 129 

boo Angeles -21 31 ft 132 151 


Pfao 

A 


67 

*9 

A1 


62 

5ft 

S3 

Pts 

60 

55 

•a 

27 


3ft 

43 

40 


63 

52 
40 
43 

Pts 

70 

68 

55 

53 


NORDIC SKIING 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS (Rameau, 
Ant] Men's 30fcm Cross-country 
fr ee s t y l e: 1 M MyayU (FM) I hr ISmin 
26-29CC 2 T Altgaard (Nor) 1:16:01.5. 3 
B Daefille (Nor) 1:16:08.7: ft FVMbusa (If) 
1:16:35.9; S AStadlober lAut) 1-16:37 ft: 

6A“ 

mam _ 

1.172*5:8 VVPIlsov (Russia) 1:17.58.2; 
10 S Krlanln (ftus) 1:18 13.ft 


I BemtroemJSwel 1.I6.55J. 7CHo7T- 
mjAjtJ I -1 7 03 J: BP Etofsson (5we) 


RUGBY UNION 
UNDER-21 WTSWLAJTONAL: Rales 24, 
Ire l a n d 18. M NIen Dries G fraud. C fMor- 
gw. ftotem: PeoaltJes S Jones 3. Ireland: 
Tries B Cunningham, 0*Dibcoll: Coov u - 
sloes Murphy. PeoaiUes Murphy 2. (at 
Cnerp w y j 

THURSOAITS LATE RKSU1TS 
CHBJBiDMM AND GLOUCBTER CUP 
Second roond: Bristol 3 N o rthampton 50. 
WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE Brw Ohdskw: 
Crass Keys 33 Merthyr 2ft. 


SNOOKER 
SCOTTISH OPEN (Aberdeen) TtlW 
roond: A McManus (Sot) bt C Small (See) 
5-0: J Higgins (Sco) be D Haipfd (Eng) 5-1; 
y (Scol be B Morgan (Eng) 5-3; K DO- 


OM Pin SHer*lrv(5colbtB Moroni (Eng) 

117 71 herty [Irll bt F O’Brien (Vt) 5-3 

(a i ca final: G Dott (Sco) bt P Hunter ( 


■ (Eng) 5 -ft. 


TENNIS 

France's Mary Pierce, the world No 
9, has withdrawn from Monday's 

Paris Open with shoulder and thumb 
Injuries. 

WORLD INDOOR TOURNAMENT (Rot- 
terdam) Saamd i w d; C PioSne (Fr) bt 
R Kralcek (Neth) 7-6 7-6. K Kucera (scwkl 
be F Santoro (Fr) 7-6 6-4. G Ruseddu (GB) 
bt E Kemps (Neb) 6*1 6-ft.T Henman (G8) 
bt P Korda (Cr Rep) 6-3 6-4: R ftdeer (Swtt) 
bt U Bohdan (Ct tepl 6-ft 7-5. Qnrter- 
Iteato VKafrinftcw |FiaJ btRFedeiei (Stik) 
6-1 5-7 6ft: T Henman (GB)btK Kucera (54o- 
vak) 6-ft 7-6 

mBSR WOMEN'S GRAND PROC (Han- 
norteti Ger) Singles. Quarter- fkuls: J 
Nmetna (Ct Reol Oi S YestudJFr) 6-1 6-ft. 
VIMMam [US] bt B Riftner (Ger) 6-2 6-1 


ST JUDE TOURNAMENT IMwnptils) 
TNM rowel: T Ha* (Ger) bt R Delgado (F^r) 
7-6 6-4; M Puern (Arc) be R Renebsrg (LEI 
ft-6 6-3 6-4: ANe (AnslbtJ Novak ICrRepl 

6- ft ft4 64; T Mam (US) bt K Carisen (Den) 

7- 6 6-2; D NeSRjr (Can) bt M mHppoussb 
(Ausl 1-6 6-3 7-6: J Courier (U$1 bt L Tide- 
man (to 6-7 7-5 6-1. J-M GarTKM (US) bt 5 
Draper (Aus) 6-3 7-6: J van Lot cum (Neth) 
btTWoodbridge (US) 6-ft 6-4. 

WTA EVENT (Cobankao. Col) Svcond 
rouad: P Suaree (Ar» bt C Con tin (Arjd 6-3 

" er (RHh' 


6-1 

DMfS CUP (Seoul): South Korea read 
India 2-0 


SANDOWN 

Going: Chase course Good 
(Good to Soft In places) 

Hurdle course: Good ro Soft 
(Good M places) 

t AS: (2m 1 10yds novice hurtle) 

1. BACCHANALjw a Bczgcraid 13-8 ten 

" ’ “ - - - PHhta 11-1 

.T J Morphy 7-ft 


Kin 
Abo ran: 6-1 

Evrra Man. 20-11 


2. Entogy - 

IHimMUi 


\ P McCoy 6-4 rav 
Abo ran; 3-1 Nahthen Lad. 9-2 Djeddah. 
13-1 Iftorcdi (4*b). 

6 ram. 7, nk, dht (Wfnner boy gelling by 
Hat Sunset out a f SbnbcHa, trained by D 
WUlam* at Nevrthiiy for NOT Racing Syn- 
dieate). «m: Co. 30, £4 30. £2.70. DF. 
E48 00 CSF £106 38. Tfrcast- £249.87. 
NIC Jefferies. Stay Lucky 

3.53 (2m 4f 1 10yds handicap hurdle) 
1.TURRIU. HOUSE -N UBatnuo S-1 
Ibr a B rog au ... . — J t Johnsoo *-1 
3. B FnMn ..... ...TJ Murphy 9-1 

Abo; 7-2 Jt f*r AJaoomo, 7-2 it far Sha- 
diann (4th). 9-1 B Don, 14-1 Garnwin 
(SCh). Walter's Destiny (Gte). 

8 rte. ft. T/m I '/-. 1 V-. 6 (VM nner bay rare 
by Charmer oat of Megobuda. trained by 
WMussonat Newmarket for JRHawk^ey 
SCH PWiiffliew). 'totet £5.30: £2.20. 
£7 JO. E230 DP £1080 CSF £23 41. W- 
cbsc E15B.42. Trirecta: £269 70 NR: 
Goodtime George. 


RACING RESULTS 


4-30: (2m ftf 1 10yds handicap chase) 

1. AROUM3 THE GALE ~T J Nterpby 4o-1 

2. Sounds Uka Fun — I CoBoey 6-1 

3. CarcRnal Rule N WBlUamsou 4-1 


Abo ram 7-2 fav Headwind. 5-1 Nalysari 
(Stk). 13-2 Pemtands Flyer. 10-1 Scavo 
(6tb). 11-1 Capenwray (ftth). Shining 
Ltehu 20-1 Fak Society; 

10 ran. 2'A. 37.. 37.. 27. (Winner bay 


i Game (SCh]. 16-1 The 
re Tlmeji Smmt (fttk). 

■v. Coble 


25-1 Gone BaHStlc, 33-1 Bta Brian. 

Lane. Ouk* Succession. 50- 1 Keynote 
(Stfa). PMgeon Post 

UraLii.'/s 7. 9. 7i. (iWriner eftesmur 


aekUng bv Boo Bath ourolJutOta. craned 
by N Henderson at Lamboum for Lady Lloyd 
Webber) Awe: £2 W; Et .30. £1,80. £1.30 
DF: £9.7a CSF: £18.41 . NR. Hoh Invader. 

2.20 (2m ftf 1 fOyds novice chase) 

1. DAWN LEADER JT J Murphy 4-6 rav 

2. B etter Offer - ° D wiw oorfy 5-1 

3. SoJomaa — P Hide 10-1 

Also rare 3-1 Cbtk Season. 

4 ran. 15.9. (HhMerbaypaUfapOySbirBne 
Leader out at 7udor Down, trained by J OM 

at WfougWon for Bonosprtnc). Tbc*: £ J ^0 
DF: £3. JO. CSF: E4.T2. NR.- Behwiro. 
Strong Faiadin. 

2.50: (2m 110yds ftyo hurdle) 

1. WAV* ROCK ■ . J CuOacy 7-2 

‘ 2-1 fav 
R Johnson 14-1 
Abo rare 7-2 Mothers Help (fttfa). 8-1 Her- 
tnWm (6te). 10-1 Ibsasontt- >6-» 

Sic impart. 20-1 Inner light (5th). SO-1 
lamorin Dancer. Zada. 

10 ran. 1. 5. ft. 8. 14. [VOnner bnum r/e/O- 
ing by tragic Hale out of Moonsatpe. 
mined by Miss H Knight at Wantage for 
tlw Earl CacJogan). Tote: E3.90; El .40. 
El 50. £3.10 DF: £4 90. CSF: £10.35. NR: 
Satwa Boulevard 

3*23 (3m 1 10yds handicap chase) 

1 . SYMBOL OF SUQOeSB _R Jatem 20. 1 

2. Eulogy BFaecon 6-1 


£2.60. DF £118.20. CSP. £129.36. Tric- 
ase. £53597. 

S-OO: ( 2 m 1 10yds nh flat race) 

1. FROSTY CANYON » Osborne 3-1 

2. Dorans Odd 1 CnDocy 12-1 


3. Tbsmasteris Cbolee J* PmveO 64-1 
Abo ram 4-6 fav Oemrs Adracate (5thl. 
5-1 Maikieu*. 33-1 Royal Quest. 50-1 


1. KfflTBt STRATFORD (Mr C R 
Weaver) 100-30: 2. Stead Rom 7-1; 3. 
Masseuse 15-8 faw 10 ran. 3’/,. »/.. [p 
Webber. Banbury). Item £4 30: £ 1 .60. 
£1.70. £1.20. DF: £30.00. C5F E25.77 
Piaeepot £28 20. Ouadpoc El 1 .60 
Place 5: £28.10. PUoe St £12.79. 

SOUTHWELL 

Going Standard 

1.40: 1. <XNER0GE (J Ufeon) 8- J ; 2. TBy- 
<l->: 3 .He , »Ooel«inipi 9 -ftf«i 10 
£2 ea 

O.oatl50 DP. £50.00. CSF £81 2ft Tri- 
cast: £237.58. 

2.10: 1. BUSTLING RIO IP uoode) 1 1 -ft 
..... — — ,5-i; 3. Lost Spirit 33-1. — 


fav. 2. minty 

iiPHasum). TbeJ £3 60. tV.6 

- -~j- — p.40. E21 30. DF. £15 JO. CSF: £12 i 

Court Napping. Moon Island. Nava rone Tricast: £330.90 
(Ate). 66-1 Cferwejl. Xoreo (St*) 2Ji04 1. BOLD ARISTOCRAT (PM Our 

11 1 10. 1 1, hd. (Winner bay 6-1: 2. Mabeanla 13-2: 3. Palacen 

■“' *"“■ ’ “ 2»««fc3-i 12 ran. 5-2 fav Sue Me(5|j 

Hd- W i Hrtiinsteadl.Tteu: £6.80; 13.5 
p.50. £1 10. DF £25.60 CSF £41.41 N 
Saamrar 


getdhrq by ArtUc Lord out of fibse Rovvk. 
trained by P Webber at Banbury for Mrs P 
Sherwood) Took £4.90; £1.80, £1 80. 
£12.00 DR £26.00. CSR £34.68. NR KU» 
at The Castle. 

Jadtpoc not won (pool of £14.119.00 car- 
ried forward Co Newcasd* today}. 
Plaoupoe: £\ 37 20. QuCpoc £33.00. 
Place & £212 67 Place 5: £169.45. 

FAKENHAM 

Going: Good to Soft 
(Soft patch after water jump] 


3. 1 5: 1 : AMB7nOUS (W Ryar) 5-2; 2.6c 
oral Kobe sens far i River Ens(n 25 
2,'^c 2 , 1 *tes £33 

£1.50. £1 tO. DF- £2.20. CSF; £5.00 
pS: 1. ntNDSMUer (R Winston) 9-ft fi 
2. Air of esteem ft- 1: T Wnmrni Co. 
m a ml 7-2 6 ran- 3. 7. (D Shaw). Tbt 

fj0 7 27 El D0 °- ° F; t*™- O 

ftjft T. IMSH CRgAM (J P Spencg) 
f*r. 2, Carrie Iteoter 9-4; 3. Star For 


15 ran. 7 j. 8. (M U9iec £a<t Garston). IbtK 
£8.10: £2.40, £1.80, £1.70. £3 00 DR 
£70.00. OF: £48. 12.’ IricWt ^28 ig 
a^Nte 1-MONKASMAN (E HiBOand] 3-1 
jt fav: 2. Madam Muck 3- 1 |t fav; 2. «rii 

Mood 9-1 . 9 ran. 1 1 . l ft. ,e McCowl 

DR £4.00. CSR Ell 79. Trtcasc £84.48. 

23(fc 1. COUNT CAHnONI (0 Leahy) 7-4 
fav: 2. Easton Gale 9-4. 3. Kaiaate 7.1. 
® t* I /“. BBC (Mrs J Pitman. Upper Lam- 
bWim).Tbte; £3.00: £1.10. £1 .10. £2.10. 
DF: £3.70. CSF: £5.69. 

3.00s 1. HOUSE CAPTAIN (p Nnenl 
11-8 fav: 2. Knock Lewder 7 2: 3. W 
AMkauVI fitWL 15.2 1 /:. (JRCtGeraW. 

SfSS"i s ^.g” t£ ' “ E ’^ 

a’aigwfflBfag.?? 

isaFwtSYi:,fssgrs 

£13.70. CSF: El 6. 10. 

00:1. PRO BONO (Mr H Fenuy) 3-1 ■ 2. 
l l n l atteit 7-1; 3. Gonbawn jd-1 
8 !??" Ilf* ,au barren Boy (4th|. ■/.. 22. 
fW Cxkhiwll. Abingdon), lute: £3 30- 
y 2a £2 JO. £2.6&Df. £12.40C^ 


Jane 11 -ft 8 ran. 3. I ’ (P Bmms]?Tb 
£3.50; £1 .70. El 80. £ 1 .00 DF; £4.70. C 


AJO-- 1; U NIFOW (A McOone) 4-1. 

6-1 . 3. Modlarfi 10-1. IOr 
t : j (4th) 3.1V. (Mbs 5 Ha 

ifate: E5 70; £3.40. £2 10 £3 oq t 
£ 16.70. C SF- pT.O! Trtcast-' E209.80 
EfN*!"* £20 70 QuMpat; £4 5n 
£10.69 mSTS.42 


WH£ INDEPENDENT 


RACING services 

0891 261 + 

l^y 6 - TOMMEgnARIBJ^UJSj 


ASCOI 


>ffWCASTlf~ 


WARWICK 


UNCORD 


WaWHAMTON® 


971 


972 


J 73 


974 


975 


981 


982 


983 


984 


9BS 


AU. COURSES RESULTS 

0 891 261 970 

alp ,J 
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SPORT/27 


Henman out 
of touch in 
Kucera win 


AFrER a match plagued with 
inconsistent strokes by both 
players, Tim He nman over- 
came the Slov akian Karol 
Kucera 6-4, 7-6 in their quarter- 
final meeting at the World in- 
door Tournament in Rotterdam 
yesterday. 

The British No 1 won an 
early break to lead 3-2 and then 
wrapped up die opening set 6-4 
with his third ace of the 
afternoon, winning in just 43 
minutes. He battled back hem 
a 4-1 deficit in the second 
set to lead 5-4, only Bur Kucera 
to break back immediately to 5-5. 

The Slovakian fell behind 
again after his ensuing service 
game, however; allowing Hen- 
man a chance to serve for the 
match. Henman moved into 
the driving seat with three 
match points but then extend- 
ed a Gfefme to Kucera who, after 
saving two match points, hit 
a blistering forehand that 
Henman could only volley into 
the net 

1\vo points later Kucera sent 
the set to a tie-break, hustling 
to his right on the baseline and 
passing Henman with another 
forehand as the Briton charged 
the net Henman finally sealed 
his passage to the semi-final 
breaking to lead the tie-break 
6-4 before a Kucera lob sailed 
wide on the final point 

The Russian No 2 seed, 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov, started 
strongly in his match but sur- 
rendered the second set to the 
fierce attack of the Swiss youth 
world champion. Roger Feder- 
er. before emerging a 6-1. 5-7. 
6-4 victor. 

In Hanover Venus W illiams 


TENNIS 


By Derrick Whyte 
in Rotterdam 


showed little mercy to Ger- 
many’s Barbara Rittner, pow- 
ering to a straight-sets win to 
advance to a semi-final show- 
down with Steffi Graf at the 
Faber Grand Prix. 

Williams, seeded second, 
posted a 6-2, 6-1 rout of Rittner; 
a qualifier playing hdr sixth 
match of the £300,000 event “I 
played very aggressively and 
went\o the net" said Williams. 
“Vbu have to do that if you want 
to be successful against Steffi.” 

The top-seeded Jana Novot- 
na, of the Czech Republic, also 
advanced, recording a 6-1, 6-4 
win over France’s Sandrine 
Testud. The powerful Czech, 
who lost to Patty Schnyder of 
Switzerland m the final here last 
year; found her serve-and-vot- 
ley game well suited to the 
quick indoor surface and gave 
Hsstud few chances to shine. 

The match-up between the 
charismatic Williams, ranked 
sixth in the world, and No 7 
Graf had been the one the Ger- 
man public wanted to see. 
Graf; who gained a hard- 
fought victory in her last meet- 
ing with the elder of the 
Williams sister, was comfort- 
able about her chances in 
today’s match: “When I’m fit 
and can train weU, then I can 
still beat the top players,” said 
the German. “I have these 
circumstances here.” 

Germany’s women's coach, 
Markus Schuc yesterday wel- 
comed Grafs derision to return 


to her country’s Fsd Cup team 
after a three-year absence. “1 
hoped there would be an agree- 
ment and Fm glad that it came 
so quickly” Schur said the day 
after the former world No l ex- 
pressed her willingness to re- 
join the team. 

Graf currently seventh in 
the WTA rankings, helped Ger- 
many to a Fed Cup victory in 
1987 and 1992. She will lead the 
German team when they meet 
Japan in Hamburg this ApriL 
The oth er singles pteqper Kkg - 
Jy to be Anke Huber 

W illiams had no trouble 
against Rittner a former Tbp 30 
player breaking her serve to 
take a 3-1 lead in both sets. The 
veteran Goman was forced to 
qualify because her rating has 
plummeted after an injury. 

WHIiams expects a tougher 
match against Graf, 29, stfil 
struggling to regain her domi- 
nance in the women’s game 
after a serious knee operation. 

“It will be very hard against 
hec," Wiliams said. “ Vm going 
to have to play aggressively and 
try to follow through on my 
strokes to make the points.” 
Spain's Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario, who announced on 
Thursday that she would not be 
playing any Fed Cup matches 
for Spain this year went one 
step further yesterday, an- 
nouncing that she is to retire 
from the Fed Cup altogether. 

The 27-year-old French 
Open champion, who has com- 
peted in the Cup for the past 13 
years, said: “I want to have time 
to niyself and be able to live my 
own life." 

Results, Digest, page 26 



Tim Henman shows the strain as he straggles to a 6-4, 7-6 win over Karol Khcera in Rotterdam yesterday AP 


Dagne’s race against 


ATH LET1CS 


Christie to take part in 
Australian handicaps 

Namibia’s Frankie Freder- 
icks said yesterday that the In- 


ALAN STOREY, who coaches a 
number of entrants in today's 
British trials for the World 
Cross-country Championships, 
has a very clear view of its im- 
portance in the general scheme 
of things. 

“The only reason not to run." 
he said, Is if you can’t or if you 
are Paula Radcliffe.” Radcliffe, 
world silver medallist on the last 
two occasions, can afford to 
miss todztys activities in Wolia- 
ton Park, Nottingham - the 
Reebok Inter-Counties Champ- 
ionships. to gjve it the foil title. 
Instead, she is preparing at al- 
titude in Albuquerque to earn a 
senior version of the world 
junior title she won in the snows 
of Boston seven years ago. 

But such is the competition 


BY MIKE ROWBOTTOM 

for the remaining five places in 
the team alongside Radcliffe 
that none of the women can fed 
entirely safe in missing the 
race. Among the most promis- 
ing challengers, on paper; is 
Birban Dagne, the Ethiopian 
who is currently in the process 
of applying for British citizen- 
ship. But Dagne, who has al- 
ready represented Britain in 
the Ekiden relay event, has 
been suffering for a week from 
suspected food poisoning and 
wfll have to make a late decision 
on whether she can run. 

Storey, her coach, is half re- 
signed to her dropping out, al- 


though he would prefer her to 
run if possible. “Kfe can stand 
and talk to each other and stiff 
not understand what each 
other is saying, but she looks a 
bit iffy for the race,” he said. 
There are doubts also about the 
participation of the Scottish 
pair of Hayiey Haining and 
Vikki McPherson, but the ex- 
pected presence of Heather 
Heasman, the North of England 
champion Jayne Spark, Lucy 
Elliott, Lucy Wight, Tara 
Kryswicki, Sonia McGeorge 
and Commonwealth medallist 
Andrea Whitcombe should en- 
sure a dose run thing. It is this 
depth of ability that helped the 
women bring bad: the team 
bronze from last year’s World 
Championships in Marrakesh. 


time 

Two leading men will be 
absent from Nottingham - the 
reigning champion Keith 
Cullen, who has a knee injury, 
and tee former European 
champion, Jon Brown, who, 
like Raddiffe, is preparing on 
the other side of the Atlantic 
for the World Championships, 
which take place in Belfast on 
27-28 March. 

The World Championship 
format introduced last year; 
which includes shorter races, 
means that 12 teams will be an- 
nounced by the selectors after 
today's racing. The method 
used is identical- six setecifons, 
with the first three past the post 
taking automatic places, and 
the other places being given on 
a discretionary basis. 


LINFORD CHRISTIE is to run in 
two races in Australia over the 
next two months The former 
Olympic cfaangaon will take p art 
in the Botany Bay Gift race in 
Sydney tomorrow with a metre 
handicap from Darren Camp- 
bell He is also a confirmed 
starter for the Stawell Easter 
Gift in Melbourne in March. 

The Stawell promoter; John 
Toleman, said it was a coup for 
the historic 120 metres sprint 

“It' will probably be the last 
chance for Australians to see 
one of the best sprinters of all 
time," he said. “The only proviso 
they’ve asked for is that we 
don’t start him on scratch." 


ternabonal Olympic Committee 
should get its own house in 
order before lecturing athletes 
on the rights and wrongs of 
sports doping. 

Fredericks, the world and 
Olympic silver medallist at 100 
and 200m, said the IOC was in 
no position to take the moral 
high ground when it was em- 
broiled in a scandal over the se- 
lection of Olympic sites. 

On the eve of a meeting in 
Sydney, the venue for the 2000 
Olympics, Fredericks asked: 
“I hope the TOC win dean up 
their house and get it in order 


-because how can they tell us 
not to be cheats, to go and be 
dean, when they are doing all 
these dirty things?" 

“I would like to see an inde- 
pendent body where the people 
who are testing us don’t care 
about the Olympics." he added. 
“All they care about is to make 
sure that everybody competing 
is dean. If someone tests pos- 
itive, they don’t realty care 
about what tee number is, they 
don’t care about what the name 
is. If it’s a big name, it’s a big 
name. If it’s a small name, it’s 
a small name. If somebody is 
positive, they are positive, tffoy 
need to be punished.” 


Leigh in 
for ‘acid 
test’ of 
fortunes 



By Michael Latham 


LEIGH’S NEW Australian 
coach, i«ti Mllhvard. feces what 
he an “arid test" of his 
team’s revival in fortunes at 
Dewsbury tomorrow when the 
Northern Ford Premiership 
again takes centre stage. 

“We've already got a couple 
of monkeys off our back," MiU- 
ward said. “We won our open- 
ing league game, which was 
important for confidence after 
finishing bottom of the pile last 
yean Then we won at Barrow 
in the [Silk Cut Challenge! Cup. 
the first away win for 17 
months. Another away win 
could realty get things moving." 

Dewsbury’s coach Neff Kelly 
was dismayed by his side’s 
Cup exit at Oldham last Mon- 
day “But it’s early days and 
eventually the cream usually 
rises to the top." says Mill- 
ward. "Dewsbury were a top 
three side last season and this 
year I expect them. Huff KR and 
Widnes to go strongly." 

Widnes face a stiff test of 
their title credentials at the 
Recreation Ground where the 
former Kiwi Test player Kevin 
Tamati, Whitehaven's new 
coach, has his side playing in 
the uncompromising fashion 
which marked his own playing 
career. “Once my players un- 
derstand what I am aftec they 
will do weU" promises TamatL 

Hull KR, the championship 
favourites, are expected to be 
unchanged against a miserly 
Batley side that kept Oldham 
scoreless in the opening league 
game and then kept out the 
Super League newcomers 
Wakefield Trinity for the open- 
ing 46 minutes of last week's 
Cup tie. Gary Barnett the in- 
fluential Batley scrum-hall re- 
turns after injury. 

Bramley's latest signing, the 
Papua New Guinea half-back 
Tom O'Reilly, is set to feature 
at some stage when Keighley 
visit Headingley. Bramley's 
player-coach Mike Ford also 
drafts in recent recruits Maea 
David and Danny McAllister 
into his starting line-up. 

David Plange, Hunsiet's 
coach, has signed a uew two- 
year contract and should cele- 
brate with a win against a 
Workington side mauled 92-0 at 
Bradford in the Cup. Latham 
Tawhai returns for HunsleL 

Ray Barchard, a 29-year-old 
prop forward who has repre- 
sented the New Zealand 
Maoris, is expected to make his 
Barrow debut at Rochdale, 
while Lancashire lynx travel to 
unchanged York without the in- 
jured forwards John Donno 
and Neil Mawdsley. 

Swinton, plagued by injuries 
and 764 losers at Hudders- 
field in the Cup, face a difficult 
trip to resurgent Doncaster. 


Chaos in crowd after 
Tendulkar is run out 


PAKISTAN AND India's Asian 
Test Championship encounter 
was poised on a knife edge at 
the close on a tense fourth day 
that was marred by contentious 
decisions and crowd trouble. 

Pakistan stiff need four wick- 
ets and India 65 runs as they re- 
gained composure after a near 
riot was triggered when the 
home hero. Sachin Tendulkar, 
was run ail India, chasing 279 
to win. collapsed from 134 for l 
to 214 for 6 by the close of the 
fourth day's play watched by a 
crowd of 95.000 at Eden Gardens. 

India's hopes of pulling off a 
win now rest mainly with 
Saurav Ganguly, unbeaten on 23 

and Anil Kumble >12 not out). 

Play was held up for 66 min- 
utes during the afternoon ses- 
sion as a section of the crowd, 
disappointed at Tendulkar's 
.dismissal threw fruit and plas- 


CRICKET 


By Abdul khan 
in Calcutta 


Pakistan 185 & 316 
India 223 & 214-6 


tic bottles on to the field. Ten- 
dulkar had crashed into Shoaib 
Akhtar just as he was about to 
complete a third run and then 
narrowly Failed to beat the sub- 
stitute Nadeem Khan’s direct 
throw from the boundary. 

Television replays, called bv 
umpire Steve Bucknoc indicat- 
ed Tendulkar may have ground- 
edthebatbefbrehebangedinto 
Shoaib, but it was raised when 
the ball hit the wicket 

When the third umpire KT 
Francis rightly declared Ten- 
dulkar out because Shoaib had 
not collided deliberately with 


tee batsman, tee crowd chant- 
ed “cheats* cheats" against the 
Pakistani fielder and threw 
missiles when he returned to 
the long-on fence. 

The match referee Cammie 
Smith called the players off 
the field as security men im- 
mediately ringed the outfield 
and baff boys deared the debris. 

Smith ordered an early tea 
break before play resumed and 
Tendulkar went on a walkabout 
in the crowd. “It was very good 
for Sachin to agree to our re- 
quest to parity tee crowd." said 
police chief Dinesh Vajpai. 

Yesterday’s disturbance re- 
vived memories of the World 
Cup semi-final on the same 
ground in 2 996 when Sri Lanka 
eventually beat India on default 
after a riot ended play wite the 
hosts on the brink of defeat 
Scoreboard, Digest, page 26 



England held up by captain Englefield 


VD took Lhe hon- 
econd day of the 
al Under- 19 Test 
xantfra yesterday: 
> England's 295 all 
land, who need to 
Lch to level the 
tst 61 runs behind 

>ts in hand by the 

vis stiff have some 
tvery fiat pitch to 
finning position. 
1m McIntosh and 
arrod Englefield. 


England Under- 19 295 
New Zealand Under-19 234-4 

second wicket before McIntosh 
skied a catch to Richard Logan 
off Richard Dawson. 

Englefield. who has been out 
of form in this series, was 
dropped by Marc Symington 
when he was on 22 and went on 
to make 69 before being bowled 
off an inside edge by Joe Tucket 

Left-arm spinner Graeme 
Bridge look the fourth wicket 
when he trapped Brad Patton 
leg before for 12. 


Earlier in tee day, England's 
tail had failed to wag after they 
resumed on 272 for 7. Syming- 
ton and Logan were out to poor 
shots and England were all out 
before the first hour had ended. 

Scant day of four. 

Eng land Under- 1 9 won toss 
ENGLAND UNDER-19 
Hrw tnOaga 
(Overnight: 212 tar 7) 

M J Symington c McGlastian b Stow .*4 

R J Logan c Ginespte b Shaw 4 

»M A Wallace not OUC 7 

0 Bridge b Shaw -..4 

Enas (Ib7. w7, nbisj — 32 

Total (11 3.4 oven) 295 

Ml {cam}: 8-278. 3-284. 
na wBn g Shaw 2 1 .4-6-54-*: GHiesple 
18-5-73-1; fionWhi 1 7-1-35-2: McNamw 
4-1-H-O; Martin 35-14-49-2. Jansen 
23-6-66-1. 


NEW ZEALAND UNDER-19 
fine f naings 

T McIntosh c Logan b Dawson 71 

M Papps c Wallace b TUcker .25 

*J Englefield b Tucker 69 

B Patton Rmr {> Bridge 1 2 

J McNamee not out - 30 

J Franklin not out - 10 

&mt (b7. lb*. w2, nb4) 17 

%ul (/Or 4, 85 over*} — 234 

PWl: 1-47. 2-160. 

To hot: M Gillespie. B Jansen. IP 
McGl«han. B Martin. H Shaw. 
BowjJiw- Bufbeck J 3- l-38-O: Logan 
14-4-33-0: Dawson 28-8-60-1: Tucker 
8-1-29-2: Symington 8-1-29-0: Bridge 
13-2-31-1: Gough i-O-3-O. 

Umpires: K Barber and J FenwkJc 

■ The head of Britain’s anti- 
doping program has warned 
the cricket authorities they 
would be naive if they thought 


the sport did not have a drugs 
problem- Michele Vfcrokken, di- 
rector of UK Sports Council’s 
program, said the International 
Cricket Council should have its 
own worldwide testing system 
rather than rely on individual 
countries operating their own. 

“Ybu don't know you have a 
problem until you actually try 
and assess whether the prob- 
lem exists ” Verokken said, 
reacting to reports that the 
ICC does not plan to bring in 
drug testing at the World Cup 
in England in May and June. 


Storm to 

DERBY STORM will appeal on 
Monday against the season- 
long suspensions given to Eng- 
land’s \brick Williams and Rico 
Aiderson - but seem sure to 
lose their fight to dear teem for 
the Uni-ball League Trophy 
final against Manchester Gi- 
ants on 13 March at the Na- 
tional Exhibition Centre in 
Birmingham. 

Williams and tee American, 
Aiderson, refused to allow their 
personal traumas to wreck the 
ambitions of their team-mates 
on Thursday night and shared 
45 points in the 93-90 defeat at 
Leicester City Riders which 
gave Derby a 1 0-point aggre- 
gate semi-final win. 

The bans were imposed for 
the Derby players' part in the 
fighting which forced the 


Cannock 

CANNOCK, WHO took over tee 
Premier leadership last week- 
end from Canterbury play host 
to toe Kent side tomorrow in the 
day’s top fixture. Although both 
teams appear likely to quality 
for the end-of-se&son top four 
play-ofe, the match is likety to 

be fiercely contested. 

The Cannock and Wales 
manager, Martin Giibody, 
agrees teat the game might be 
something of a Welsh trial, with 
both teams liberally sprinkled 
with Welsh internationals and 
Canterbury are handled by the 
Welsh national coach, David 
Bunyan. Giibody has injury 
doubts about three of his squad 
- Michael Johnson, J immi 
Lewis and Kalbir Tafeher 

“We want to win the League 
and the play-offs but we are tak- 


appeal over bans 


BASKETBALL 


BY RICHARD TAYLOR 

abandonment of their game at 
Chester Jets three weeks ago. 
The appeal will be heard on 
Thursday. 

The Storm general manag- 
er, Tony Ironmonger said: “Wfe 
are appealing against the 
length of the bans. A lot of fac- 
tors are working against us, but 
we have got to fight all the hard- 
er for them. 

“They were a credit to the 
dub at Leicester.” he added. 
“Yorick, in particular; took a 
real battering but he just got on 
with the game". 

Williams and Aiderson are 
set for their final game of the 
season against Sheffield 


Sharks at Moorways tonight 
before the League takes a 
10-day break to accomodate 
England's European Champ- 
ionship fixtures against Be- 
larus and Israel, and next 
Saturday's All Star game. 

After that, Derby have only 
five games before the Uni -Rail 
final, so the bans against 
■Williams and Aiderson would 
have to be more than halved for 
them to play. 

Without their joint leading 
scorers, Derby will be the rank 
outsiders for the final against 
Manchester, who are tee only 
team still challenging Sheffield 
for the league title. 

Neville Austin, of Thames 
Valley Tigers, has been added 
to the England squad for next 
week’s games. 


intend staying top 


HOCKEY 


by bill Colwill 

ing it one game at a time," he 
said- Speaking of tee play-offs, 
all games of which, except the 
final, will be played at Reading, 
he added: “Although I have 
nothing against Reading, I find 
the decision to play there un- 
believable- It compounds every- 
thing that is wrong about the 
play-offs ” It is a view ex- 
pressed by other potential play- 
off sides, both men and women, 
who fed that there should have 
been an opportunity to play for 
home advantage. 

Third-placed Southgate trav- 
el tee short distance to Chigwefl 
to face Old Lough tomans, who 
in last weekend’s double head- 


er had odd goal wins against 
East Grinstead (5-4) and Can- 
terbury 16-5). Southgate's Aus- 
tralian coach Neil Hawgood 
will be looking for consistency 
and full commitment 
Surbiton, the Division One 
leaders, wffl hope to consolidate 
their position away at Lough- 
borough before they lose the 
services of their four South 
African internationals. 


■Reading are in good spirits 
after two matches in the Euro- 
pean Indoor Club Championship 
in Prague After their first game 
wite the Russian club Dinamo 
Ekaterinburg ended 4-4 thev 
beat Croatian dub HR Mara'- 
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The Sweeper 

By Clive White and Nick Harris 


Believer Brown’s 
eternal optimism 


IT would appear that 
| a \ Glenn Hoddle was not 
^ the only British Isles’ 
^ national coach to believe 

in spiritual matters. Craig 
Brown is also a believer - though not 
in reincarnation. Indeed the Scot- 
land coach even gave a sermon last 
s umm er; prior to the World Cup fi- 
nals. at Billhead Baptist Church in 
Glasgow when he read from the Old 
Testament book of Exodus - ap- 
propriate enough given the Scots' 
early departure from France. 

His theme, on which he spoke for 
three-quarters of an hour was “The 
Worship of Ftilse Gods", which must 
also have met with some accor- 
dance from any football fanatics 
among the congregation. 

Unlike. Hoddle, much less, say, 
Rene Simoes - the Jamaica coach 

who walks around in a “Jesus Saves” 
T-shirt - Brown, however, does not 
publicise his beliefs. As he says: “Tb 
be honest, I would never bang on 
about it, but if asked Fd place myself 
within the tradition of the Christian 
faith. I work most Sundays which is 
a terrible excuse, but I'd like to be 
more spiritually active than I am." 

When he is engaged on the sub- 
ject Brown, whom his time has been 
a journalist, a headmaster and a col- 
lege lecturer as well as a combative 
footballer for Dundee, makes rather 
more sense than a certain person. 
He says: “Ina book I was reading re- 
cently I came across a comment re- 
garding all of life's ambitions about 
people 'finding that when they get 
there, there is no there!’ I've seen 
many people, not just in football, 
climb the peaks of achievement 
only to feel flat, so maybe the only 
there' is the eternal” 

POP AND football, part 
| ^ 3,499. In a week when a 

* w. ./ former top 40 chart star 
was appointed En glan d 
coach -K^in Keegan hav- 
ing got to No31 in June 1979 with 
Head Over Heels in Love - two 
bands have broken through with foot- 
balling connections: Surreal Madrid 
and Petit Voodoo. It remains to be ■ 
seen, though, whether Keegan re- 
mains head over heels in love with 
the England job come the anniver- 
sary of bis hit Sadly we are more 
likely to be getting a tearful rendi- 
tion of It Ain't Easy - another of his 
recordings which radio stations have 
been playing recently. Which is more 
than can be said for his poor played- 


out predecessor A colleague with 
time to kill before Keegan’s press 
conference on Thursday stumbled 
across the duet, Diamond Lights, by 
Glenn (Hoddle) & Chris (Wbddle), in 
a second-hand record shop. It had 
been knocked down from £L50 to 
£1.50 to £1. 

INSTEAD OF painting a 
rosy picture of Eng- 
x land’s future to the 
i media on Thursday. 

Keegan's time might have 
been better spent putting himself in 
the picture vis-a-vis the Polish 
threat to England's European 



a 


SONG SHEET 


Chelsea fans' funky 
Italian dance chant 

‘D\ he’s delightful, 
■I’, he’s incredible, 
‘NT, heSjngestic, 

" athletic 



Championship hopes. Had he taken 
himself a few miles down the A3 to 
Kingsmeadow Stadium be would 
have been able to watch a leading 
Polish dub, Widzew Lodz, play 
Kings tonian. 

The visitors, who are on a short 
pre-season tour of the country, in- 
cluded three full internationals 
among others in their side who 
could well be taking the field at 
Wembley on 27 March. Widzew, 
who were leading scorers in their 
country last season, won 3-1. 

IT IS rumoured that 
Steve McManaman - 
T~~W /. whom, it is reckoned, 
Keegan will bring in 
from the cold - has been 
acquired by Real Madrid not so 
much to play as to be sold. The fact 
that the Spanish giants are £130m 
in debt may have something to do 
with the latest gossip doing the 
rounds in the capital. It has been said 
that Guus HIddink does Dot want the 


player and certainly all the pro -Mc- 
Manaman comments have come 
from the president, Lorenzo Sara, 
rather than the Dutch coach It is a 
well-known fact that coaches who 
have signed players an free trans- 
fers - as with the Liverpool player 
- are under less pressure to field 
thaw those signed for many 
nuBians. Even the player bimselfhas 
admitted that his rale in foe side has 
not yet been defined Nevertheless, 
the smart money is on Hi delink 
leaving the European champions be- 
fore McManaman does. 

CONTRARY TO expecta- 
tions, the Football As- 
sociation's snappy 
decision to replay last 
week’s FA Cup tie be- 
tween Arsenal and Sheffield Unit- 
ed because of the unsporting 
manner in which the Gunners' 
“winner” was scored, has been 
favourably received world-wide. Gi- 
ammari a Visconti, executive vice- 
president Of Intemawnnalp (and 
nephew of the famous film director), 
rang David Dein, the Arsenal vice- 
chairman, alter hearing of the FA’s 
decision to tell him: “It could only 
happen in England Here, our fed- 
eration would take 18 months just 
to discuss wfaat to do next” It 
seems that our hitherto dilatory gov- 
erning body is now a trail blazer. 

THE REPUBLIC of Ire- 
land, who have been 
heavily criticised for 
their decision to take 
Robbie Keane to the Wald 
Youth Championship in Nigeria in 
April, ranging him to miss six of 

Waives' promotion games, has re- 
ceived support from an unBseJy Mid- 
land source. Alan Thompson, the 
Astern Villa midfielder reckons that 
young players like his own team-male 
Gareth Barry (who has been excused 
from that championship by the Eng- 
lish FA) are being subjected to too 
much pressure at a young age and 
that participation in events Iflcr the 
Nigeria one are much more benefi- 
cial at ft »s stage of their careers. 
Thompson, who competed for Eng- 
land in the same event seven years 
ago in Australia, said: “I had a great 
time. I am sure it would have done 
Gareth a lot of good to have got away 
and had some international experi- 
ence. Youngsters getting into first 
teams at such a young age [17] is a 
change which is creeping up on us ” 




Mascot on the mat 


Name: Captain Canary. 

Club: Norwich City. 

Appearance: A yellow bird 
with largish feathers who 
wouldn't hurt a fly. 

Crime sheet: The Captain 
may lead a relatively crime- 
free life, but he's made the 
mistake of falling in love with 
Camilla Canary, a trouble- 
some tabby who has had the audacity to ruffle the 
hair of Norwich's most famous patron (saint), Delia 
Smith. Not only has the Captain fallen in love with 
Camilla - despite her treasonable offence against 
the nation’s No I egg boiler - but worse, he com- 
mitted the sich-making gesture of presenting bus 
new bird with a bouquet of roses recently. 

In mitigation. Your Honour Described by his club 
as a bit or a Ttireetie Pie’, Captain Canary would 
rather entertain the fans at Carrow Road than give 
Sjilal the Cat his feline tormentor the bircLThe Cap- 
tain tosses pancakes for charity, switches on 
Christmas trees, and lores children. Ahhhh. 
Other information: The Captain is a peace-loving, 
compassionate canary, who once offered the hand 
of friendship to Wolfie, the Wolves mascot but was 
promptly bitten on the neck. Reports that Wolfie 
was sick afterwards due to saccharine overload 
hare not been confirmed. Joe Morris 


MY TEAM 



David mellor 
CHELSEA 

Thsk Force chairman, broadcaster, writer 
“I grew up in Dorset with no big team nearby and 
precious little football on television. I had no alle- 
giance until I moved to London and lived a stone's 
throw from Stamford Bridge. At the end of the 70s 
the racism and violence got so bad I went across to 
Fhlhaxn for a while but when Ken Bates came on 
board in the 80s, and being an MP in a reasonably 
adjacent constituency (Putney), I came back- The 
absolute best moment was the Cup- Winners’ Cup 
win in Stockholm -when the present team showed 
it matched the team of the 70s. And then winning 
four trophies in just over 12 months. There are a few 
dark horse title contenders but only three prime can- 
didates - Manchester United, Arsenal and Chelsea.” 



The price is right 



ANOTHER TREBLE up 
(paying £26) last Sat- 
urday and it would 
have been £146 if a 
strawberry blond Italian 
who, let’s face it with a bamet like 
that is just begging to be deport- 
ed, hadn't scored that clearly off- 
side header half an hour into irgury 
time against Sheffield Wednesday. 
Arsenal (home to Leicester) 
Blackburn (home to Sheffield 
Wednesday) and Liverpool (home 


to West Ham) look home banka* 
material and merit inclusion in 
some fourfolds with Coventry to 
hoW Manchester United to a draw 
and Southampton to gain a draw 
against Newcastle. Aston Villa ran 
gain a draw with Wimbledon on 
Murdocfavisfon t omor row but if 
you want to see some real class, 
watch I at io fab* Inf wrtflzinnalp , g 
poor defence apart on Channel 4. 
Finally let’s add Blackburn to our 
FA Cup portfolio. 


THE SWEEPER’S BLOND HIGHLIGHTS 


■libero wagers 

(Hve £2 Jour-folds with Stanley): Ar- 
senal co beat Leicester (1-2);- Black- 
burn to beat Sheffield Wednesday 
(5-6); Coventry to draw with Man- 
chester United (12-5); Liverpool to 
beat West Ham (8-15): Southampton 
to draw with Newcastle (12-5). 

■ SUNDAY SKY MATCH 
Wimbledon v Aston Villa 
Draw (£2, 9-4, Ladbrokes). 


■fA CUP ANTE-POST PORTFOLIO 
Blackburn (£1. 12-1. William Hill. 
Ladbrokes & Tote). 

| SUNDAY C4 ITALIAN JOB 
Lazio v Internationale 
Lazio (£2. 10-11, William Hill). 
ORIGINAL BANK: £100. 

oirreot" iinre £171.89? 

TODAY'S BETS: £16.35 (inc. tax). 


IN T’NET 

Found on the Web: Magic Celtic moments 
The prospect of Celtic beating Intemazionale in a 
European final these days is less remote than Dum- 
barton’s chances of winning the Premier League 
in Scotland within the next five years. But for all 
those who like to live in the past and remember the 
days when the Bhoys really were the Continent’s 
top dogs, the official Celtic site has a video and audio 
library which includes, amongst other things, 
Steve Chalmers’ winning goal in the European Cup 
final in 1967, John Hughes' diving header against 
Leeds in the senntinal of the European Cup in 1970, 
and Tommy GemmelTs goal from the final the same 
yean The site as a whole is as comprehensive as 
any, with up to date news, match reports, ticket in- 
formation and links to other Celtic sites around the 
world. 

http:ffxDww.ceiticfc.co.iik/ 

SEEN BUT NOT 
BOUGHT 

HAVING PERUSED the Celtic site (above) and spent 
some time reminiscing on the past, there can be 
few better ways for supporters to spend £7 than go 
to the club shop and splash out on a box of Celtic 
Gentlemen's Handkerchiefs. Green and white, 
and tastefully embroidered with ‘Celtic’ and a sham- 
rock. they are the perfect receptacle for tears. 


THEY’RE NOT 

all Dennis 
Bergkamp 


Unsung foreign 
legionnaires No 27 
RICARDO COSTA: The 
20-yearoid pint-sized Portuguese 
midfielder started his career with 
Porto in his native country before 
moving on to Boavista and then, last 
month, to Third Division Darlington 
as a trialist Obviously not a fan of 
the English weather; be has already 
raised eyebrows at Feethams by 
wearing gloves (the first Quakers 
player Lock) so, apparently) but has 
rescued himself from any possibility 
of deprecatory banter by bis 
performances on the pitch. “He’s a 
left-sided midfielder and a nippy 
winger” a dub spokesman said. 
Costa has made three substitute 
appearances so fan On his home 
debut, two weeks ago a gains t 
M a n sfi e l d , the speedy youngster 
scored a 90th minute goal to crown 
his side's thumping 5-1 win and help 
them climb to 12 th in the table. 



Staying ahead of the game at Madame Tussaud’s 


THERE IS only one true barometer 
of fame: Madame Tiissaud's. If 
you're one of the 400 dummies on 
show; you're in the loop. Beyond lies 
the abyss to which has-beens are 
consigned. Or at least the head 
room. In Modem Times: Waxworks 
of the Ridi and Fhmous (BBC2. 
Wednesday), assorted celebs ru- 
minated on being in with the wax 
crowd - and what it feels like when 
your time is up. 

The programme was particular- 
ly cruel to Geoffrey Boycott, who 
was removed following his recent 
run-in with the French legal system. 

“Do you know what happens 
when you're deselected?" the in- 
terviewer asks him. “Deselected?" 
he replies. "Is that a political term 
or diplomatic term? What you mean 
is they melt them down and use 
them again." 


CHRIS 

MAUME 

SPORT 
ON TV 



“They don’t actually do that" she 
tells him, slightly hesitantly. “They 
behead them." “Ah, that's not very 
nice," he says, looking hurt. 

The camera pans across the 
shelves of severed heads: Nureyev 
next to Kruschey Frost snuggled up 
to Hope, Davis Jnr whispering 
sweet nothings to CQla Blade, Tom 
Baker and Meglos the Cactus 
looted into a fierce staring contest, 
Goering and Laurence Olivier won- 
dering what they’ve done to deserve 


each other Gagarin, Ann of Bo- 
hemia ... and Boycott As the cam- 
era moves up his face he looks 
deeply offended by his fate. “Oh, 
thank you very much," he says 
when told his head is still on the 
shell “Like Henry VIII, is it? 
Locked up all his wives’ heads and 
put them in a corner; or a cupboard 
Thank you very much." It’s not 
dear whether he’s being serious or 
sarcastic. 

There is a star chamber that 
meets in secret to dedde who’s in 
and who's out For every newcom- 
er; someone must die. Fame's like 
that After vigorous lobbying from 
the women on the staff. Michael 
Owen gets the nod. though we don't 
find out who he replaced And the 
other big news is that Paul Gas- 
cogne. still trapped inside his, ex. 
svelte 1990 guise, needs a major 


refit Terry Vhnables is still there, 
down in what they call the Garden 
Party. “Oh no," he says when told 
he’s next to Gazza. “Can’t I even 
have a hit of peace and quiet in 
there?” 

Venables evinces weird views 
when reflecting on the cer umin ous 
afterlife. Beyond the shelves of 
heads there is somewhere even 
worse, beyond public view. The 
cupboard "That's how life normal- 
ly is at the end, isn’t it?” he chuck- 
les. “You gain a big cupboard.' , 'YbuTl 
never be England manager ag ain 
with ideas like that, Terry. 

Speaking of dummies, the less 
fortunate among you may; for rea- 
sons probably best kept to yourself, 
have been up at 6.30 on Saturday 
mornings watching BBC's digital 
venture News 24, whose domestic 
terrestrial viewing figures have ap- 


parently numbered, ooh, in the 
dozens. Fbr some misguided reason 
they wheel on a hack to discourse 
on the weekend sport, and one of 
their regulars is Chris Maume, 
usually described as “Sports Editor 
of the Independent", which is a 
laugh (Fra told he corrected the 
error the first time he was on but 
has strangely failed to on subse- 
quent appearances). When I taped 
his performance last Saturday he 
was on his usual gabbling form. 

Generally, when the camera 
alights on his ashen, waxy, lifeless 

face he obviously sees himself on the 
monitor and realises with a horrid 
shock that he has all the vim and 
vigour of a body recently dragged 
from the Thames and hurriedly 
dried out The insane grin he quick- 
ly adopts doesn’t come dose to 
compensating for the sense of 


impending rigor mortis. Then, once 
he opens his mouth, sense gives in 
without a fight and is borne out of 
the studio on his prodigious waffs 
of hot air. 

Bbrtunateiy for him, he usually 
has the patient and amiable David 

Robertson leading him by the hand 

through the headlines. A curious 
and irritating feature of Maume 's 

style is his habit of talking over the 

questions - Tes. Yes. Yes. Right 
Yes. No, that’s right Yes. Yes. Ab- 
solutely” as if Robertson needs the 
coaxing rather than himself Shut 

it! I wanted to scream at the screen 
(in fact did scream at the screen;. 

Robertson kicked off with the 
Charlton floodlights affair; Maume’s 
contribution amounting mainly to 
the fact that match-fixing is "sys- 
tematic and endemic" in the Tar 
East (thanks for that) and that one 



a dire ctly invasive manner ." g 

teriy fascinating. 

Desperate to daw back 

[ifii L. .u. . i . 



cession issue. “My informa 
that Keegan] can be wow 
said at one point- “myinfom 

consisting mainly of what hij 

paper had printed that mi 
Well, at least he can read. 

Maume must also learn t 
us hands to himself Cleai 


“w-wuie apparent 
Pfniment of gunfire as he ; 
his microphone at one star 
As they say down Tel 
t'entre, don’t give up the di 
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FOOTBALL/29 


Wolves 

ready to 
tackle 

leaders 


THE SUNDERLAND assistant 

Bobby Saxton, in- 
sists his side win be able to 


NATIONWIDE 

league 


Wbrth ®e t oo Cup faeaSrSk 
and stay on course for promo- 
tion against Wolves today. 

Leicester ended the Wear- 
siders 1 dreams of reaching 

Wembley in midweek but P^er 
Reid’s No 2 is confident tbeyrrin 
pick themselves up from that 
setback. Sunderland, who 
through the semi-final, second 
leg with no fresh injuries, are 
eight points dear at the top of 
the First Division and Saxton 
said; “We were disappointed, 
not because of the way we 
played, but because we just 
couldn't get that second goal 
which we needed to take it into 
extra- time. But that’s all water 
under the bridge now.” 
Wolves, who lie two points 
outside of the play-off posi- 
tions, expect to have Neil Em- 
blen back and their assistant 
coach, John Ward, said: “We’re 
on a nice little spell and the 
only time weVe lost in the last 
eight games was when we 
were beaten by Arsenal in the 
FA Cup. Sunderland are like- 
ly to be smarting a bit after 
going out of the Worthington 
Cup against Leicester, but I 
can’t think of a better place to 
go to play footbalL" 

The Watford managei; Gra- 
ham TayJoi; has set his side a 
target of four straight victories 
to propel them back into con- 
tention for automatic promo- 
tion. They are a creditable sixth 
in their first season since pro- 
motion from the Second Divi- 
sion but Tayloi; who is without 
his leadings corer Gifton Noel- 
Williams forihefrip to Queen’s 
Park Rangers, is looking for fur- 
ther improvement He ex- 
plained; “ Our last six or seven 
games have not been our best 
in terms of results and we need 
to put that behind us. Three or 
four wins on the trot would 
make a massive difference.” 
QPR are slowly moving 
away from the relegation zone 


s B? Steven baker 


but their manager Gerry Fran- 
cis, is far from satisfied. He said: 
“We’ve only lost fijur of our last 
16 games but we’ve been draw^ 
mg a few too many games We 
gave away late goals against Ip- 
swich and Sunderland but, with 

three points for a win, we would 
have been better off if we had 

lost two games and won two/ 


Lennartsson, has warned Ms 
side they could face relegation 


The Robins are next to bottom 
mid Lennartsson, whose men 
visit West Bromwich, said: 
“Points are crucial to us at 
stage. If we lose the next two 
games, it wffl be tough for us to 
get out of relegation trouble." 

The Crewe manager; Dario 
Gradi, is looking for his side to 
develop the killer instinct at 
home to Stockport Crewe, who 
lie at the foot of the First, have 
failed to win when playing well 
against Crystal Palace and 
Barnsley in the last two weeks, 
and Gradi said* “They’re both 
teams who came down fimm the 
Premiership and they weren’t 
bad results. But we were 2-0 up 
at Barnsley and we felt that we 
were playing well enough to win 
against Palace." 

Oxford’s manager; Malcolm 
Shotton, is seeing signs his 
side ran pufl away from the dan- 
ger zone. They have moved 
four points dear of the relega- 
tion places and Shotton, whose 
team visit high-tying Ipswich, 
said* “Ws're starting to put a Mt 
of aruntogethernow." 

In the Second Division, fill- 
ham host Notts County in the : 
Cottagers’ first' match since 
Kevin Keegan became Eng- 
land’s new part-time coach, 
while the leaders, Prestem, visit 
Reading and improving Man- 
chester City face a home derby 
against the bottom dub, Mac- 
clesfield Town. 



Steve Lomas (centre), the West Ham midfielder, who was the subject of an improved £<L5m offer from Blackburn Borers yesterday Mirror 

Mexico cruise in Hong Kong 


RAFAEL MARQUES. Juan 
Manuel Abundis and Her- 

nandez scored as Mexico beat 
Egypt 3-0 yesterday to win 
the Carls berg Cup tourna- 
ment in Hong Kong. The 
Mexicans were plgying without 
Jorge Campos, who flew home 
on Thursday after their goal- 
keeper’s 65-year-old father, 
Alvaro, was kidnapped in 
Acapulco. 

The match, played in front of 
a 35,000 crowd, gave Mexico, 
who fielded many of their Wjrid 
Cup squad, the chance to test 
the Egyptians ahead of the 
Confederations Cup, which 


by Gordon tvnan 

they win host in July. In that 
tournament, Mexico play in 
the same group as Saudi 
Arabia, Bolivia and Egypt 

Marques headed home in 
the S4th minute following a 
Pavel Pardo free-kick and 
Abundis tapped in nine min- 
utes later Mexico also domi- 
nated the second half and 
Hernandez scored from the 
penalty spot with two minutes 
left 

The Mexico coach, Manuel 
Lapuente, said he was using the 
Hong Kong competition to 


prepare for the Copa America, 
in which Mexico will again play 
as an invited guest along with 
Japan. 

Hristo Iovov scored twice as 
Bulgaria trounced the Hong 
Kong League XI 3-0 to finish in 
third place in the four-team 
tournament Hristo Stoichkov 
scored in the fifth minute, 
Hristo Iovov made it two in the 
23rd minute and Iovov added 
his second after the interval. 

Bordeaux’s Ali Bernabia 
has been banned for two 
months for deliberately stamp- 
ing on a linesman's feet The 
midfielder, who attended a 


French Fbotball Federation 
disciplinary commission on 
Thursday, stamped on the 
linesman's feet at the end of a 
league match at Rennes 
earlier this month. 

Bernabia had been sent 
from the Bordeaux substitutes' 
bench for disputing a free-kid; 
awarded to Rennes five 
minutes from time. Rennes 
equalised from the award and 
the game finished in a 1-1 
draw. 

“I apologised to the linesman 
and to the officials. And 1 told 
them I accepted the ban. Of 
course I reacted badly but no- 


body was injured. 1 didn’t hit the 
linesman, 1 ' Bernabia said. 

The Giroudins’ vice-presi- 
dent Jean-Didier Lange said 
the dub will lodge an appeal 
against Bemabia's two-month 
suspension. Bernabia is likely 
to miss five at the last 10 league 
games and should return at 
Sochaux on 24 April. 

The Bordeaux coach. Elie 
Baup, also sent off that evening, 
said the punishment will mar 
the end of the championship. 
-There are 10 matches to go and 
a two-month ban is very severe." 
he said “Eveiybody knows that 
Bernabia is our key player.” 


Goram misses Celtic visit after crowd fears 


TOM BOYD, the Celtic captain, 
believes he understands why 
Motherwell have chosen to rest 
Anty Goram tomorrow - but 
believes the Fir Park club’s 
fears about potential crowd 
trouble were misplaced. 

Boyd described the decision 
to drop the former Rangers 
goalkeeper from the team as 
“common sense” in the wake of 
media allegations of finks with 
Northern Ireland terrorist 
groups, wtakh the player denies. 


SCOTTISH 

PREVIEW 


Motherwell have backed 
Goram but, fearing both a 
media frenzy and a hostile re- 
sponse from the visiting sup- 
porters, their manager Billy 
Davies decided, with Goram's 
agreement, to leave him out 
Boyd appreciates why, but at 
the same time is concerned 
about the apparent presump- 
tion that the Celtic travelling 


support might have caused a 
mqor incident during the game. 

“Maybe common sense has 
come into Motherwell's deci- 
sion," Boyd said “I fed our fens 
would have given him Ms usual 
reception but, with the situa- 
tion, 1 suppose Anty Goram has 
done the right thing. Even so, 
I don't believe cur fans would 
have done anything different 
aside from verbal abuse, and 
Anty is well used to punters 
singing songs against Him- 


“Our fans have got a great 
reputation of behaving them- 
selves. However; it is Mother- 
well’s decision and they are 
standing by it so we just have to 
concentrate on the game.” 
Dundee United are playing 
down reports of an amalgama- 
tion with their neighbours and 
Premier League rivals, Dun- 
dee. In a statement released 
last night, they said the matter 
is “pure speculation." United 
face their fellow stragglers Ab- 


erdeen today and Clydebank on 
Tuesday in the fourth round of 
the Tennents Scottish Cup. 

“Dundee United is facing 
two crucially important fix- 
tures within the next five days,” 
the statement read. “Given the 
importance of these matches 
the dub will make no further 
comment on the continuing 
media 'Speculation. The dub’s 
position remains that the pre- 
sent talk of amalgamation is 
pure speculation, nothing else." 


Inter 

await 

Lazio 


ITALIAN PREVIEW 


By Ian Davies 

Lazio, TOP of Scrie A for the 
first time since 1975 and 
favourites to win only their sec- 
ond league championship i their 
sole Scudetto triumph was in 
I9"4i will be out to further 
avenge defeats in last season's 
Uefa Cup final and more re- 
cently. in the Italian Cup when 
they entertain Intemazkmale in 
tomorrow's live Channel 4 
game at the Olympic stadium. 

Rome's big spenders, also 
favourites to relieve Chelsea of 
their Cup- Winners' Cup trophy 
this spring, splashed out in the 
summer; signing Christian YIeri. 
the Italian international striker 
from AUetieo Madrid for Elftm, 
and Marcel n "ilie matador" 
Salas, the Chilean forward, from 
Argentine dub Kivpr Plate for 
Ctilm. Lino were hit by usuries 
early on. but still gave Inter a hu 
mi haling 5-3 beating at San Siro 
in October They have since 
staged a nine-match winning 
run which was only ended when 
Cagliari, their hosts last week, 
held them to a 0-0 draw at their 
notorious island stronghold 

Conversely Inter, who meet 
Manchester United in the Eu- 
ropean Cup quarter finals next 
month, are ui disarray. Their 
league form, particularly on 
the road - they have won just 
two and lost five of their 11 anav 
games - has been erratic and 
they lie fifth, eight points behind 
their hosts tomorrow. Moreover, 
on Wednesday. Inter Mt a new 
low when, in the first leg of their 
Italian Cup semi-final they lost 
2-0 at home to Parma after 
three of their players were sent 
off following a major run-in with 
the referee. 

Inter's plan this season to 
link up Ronaldo, their brilliant 
Brazilian centre -orward, with 
the veteran play-maker Rober- 
to Baggio, signed from Bologna 
in the summer, has been 
thwarted by ixyuries to both, es- 
pecially Ronaldo, plagued by 
tendinitis since the World Cup. 
Inter have looked impotent 
without their key front men, los- 
ing 2-1 at lowly Perguia last 
week. Ronaldo and the winger 
Francesco Moriero will be miss- 
ing tomorrow but Ivan “Bam 
BanTZamorano, their veteran 
Chilean striker, returns. 

Fbr Lazio, Men (fever) feces 
a fitness test, while defender 
Giuseppe Pancaro has influen- 
za. Paolo Negro deputises. 

r. Bokjgru v 


Other (mm ti 

Empafc Juwntus v Vicenza; Milan v Ciglon: 
SaJcmiura v Rvrru; SampdorU * Pucervu; 
lldlnese v Bon: Vmejij w Perugu 
Umbo nw night: Barmina v Romo 


QUOTES 
OF THE 
WEEK 


We would prefer to have 
Kevin [KeeganTs services 
fbr far longer; but, quite 
honestly, not many people 
wanted the job. 

Noel White of the Fbot- 
baO Association on the dif- 
ficulties in finding Glenn 
Boddle’s full-time succes- 
sor as England coach. 

Hi duck that question. 
I've answered every one this 
week but HI duck that one. 

FA interim executive 
director David Davies, 
when asked if he has given 
np hope of persuading 

Keegan to take the 

England job full-time. 



Anuiem. i 

drop them if they don t 
sing it -well only if 

they're out of tune- 
Keegan on his new 
charges* 

When Kevin brote^ 

the first-team squad he usea 
tositonmytaee^B^ 

traV enedtoawaygMn»l 

SS 5 KS* 


WEEKEND FIXTURE GUIDE AND POOLS CHECK 


_ _ Albans Oty): Bromley v Aylesbury UtCt Car- 

TODAY Shaitan JVnvedev Harrow Be* ought Owsham 

* i Sutton ucd: Duhrrtft Hamlet v Enfield: 

- _______ , — Hampton v Pur fleet: Hendon v Aldershot 

FOOTBALL Town: Hcybrtdae Swifts * Borenam wood. 

3 O unless stated Sfcxjgh Tbum v St Ait»ns Oty: Walton A Her- 

BL CARLING PREMERSMP sham v Dagenham fi jtadfartdg?- PL 

« flu-nil ij i kteAcrar HOgriOY ^fcg^S WWlv HdfluCC TCWffi; 

3 Cowl try v Mandiescer Utd HltcNn Tbwn v Uxbridge; Laatherhead v 

A Derby v Charlton Berfchamsted town; Romford « Camey b- 

5 Leeds v Everton — land: Staines Town v Maidenhead Utrt Wenv 

6 Liverpool v West Ham . — bfey v Worthing; Whytefeafe v Barton 

7 MJdclIesbrouph v Tottenham Rovers; Yeac&wv Leyton Pennant. Second 

5 

FIRST MVISIOpi ing a Mitcham: Hungerford Tbwn v North- 

10 Barnsley v Grimsby wood; Marlow v Bartons; Wfthom bum v 

1 1 Bury v Norwich ChalfoM 5t Peter Wlveiihoe Town v Wftnd- 

II r.rewe v Stockport sor 6 Eton; Wokingham Town v Horsham. 

13 Huddersfield v Tran mere Third OWirtom A wdeyy W^pte & Finch- 

K — ssmassisssris 

18 52 Town; East Thunodi Utd V &wes; 

1 6 QPR v WaUtXd- — Tbwn v T*)bury. Epsom & Ewell v Conn chl- 

17 Sunderland v Wokr es .. — an Casuals: FUcfcwefl Heath v Clapton: Wng 

18 Swindon v Portsmouth.— Town v Southall: were v Hornchurch. 

19 West Bromwich v Bristol ary UNEBOND lesok Pwn u r D M i l o m 

SECOND DIVISION Bambei Bridge v Frtckley Arhletfe Chceley 

I i fSSZTSm county 

23 liymoor Utd v NtrtnQwmfwnsford iftchr 

24 Manchester City v Macdesnew Whitby town: Worttsop vColwyn Bay. First 

25 Miltwall v 5cote owstons Pettaan Utd vAlfreicmfrm* Brad- 

26 Oldham v Northampton ford Part Avenue v Matlock Tbwn: Conge- 

27 Reading v Preston -.... ron Tbwn v Rboon; Great Harwood town 

28 Walsall v Chesterfield » Eastwood Town; Hucknall "fewn v Necher- 

ja Mom v Bournemouth field Kendal; Lincoln UtdvOoyteden. Rad- 

SuSSiam vVbrk. diHe Borough v Gretna; SnxksMd« v 

I? UMornbe v Bum fey Be) per Iowa TraHord v 3ursaxJEK wilt- 

32 Carlisle v ManNWd — m league P Mhr DMsfkm; 

33 Darlington vl Plymouth /wrRtone Utd v Burton AlWon: Bath City 

3A Exeter v Hartlepool v Nuneaton Borough ; Boston Old v Gres- 

35 Hull v Bamet ley Rouen; Cambfage Oty v Xamworth, 

36 Leyton Orient v Cambridge Utd DorchcstciTown v Bromsetove Rouen: 

37 Peterborough v Shrewsbury Gtoucester Oty v Crawtey Iowtc Hastings 

as Sthertamv Brentford v Weymourri; King's Lynn v &anrham; 

Swansea Tb«n v Arthyr TydW. Salisbury 

39 Rrxhdale v Halesowen Town; Worcester Gty v Ukf 

- Scun th ^vlrgg™ 16 ' Sion Tbwn. MldUnd DMaloa; Blakerufl v 

- Southend v Bn^iton wesmvsuper-Mare: Oewdon Tbwn v Soll- 

- Torquay v C htSte r ....-— ^ 0 ^^ Moor Green « RadngQ* Ww- 

SCOTTISH PREMIER LEROUE wick; Newport (Gwent) * Sedworxtt Utd; 

M oundee l/td v Aberdeen - Reddlun utd v towvrtcu Iouk Shepshed 

7. u_arts v St Johnstone - Dynamo * BHston Tbwn; Stafford Rangers 

21 Kilmarnock v Dunfermline v HmddeirUtd; Stamford v Stourbriclge: VS 

*5 ^^KuDundee Rugby vanderfbrd^ Tbwn: Sutton Coidfleld 

* 3 riuslfp hp ct "v”™ Tbwn v Evesham UcftWisbedi Tbwn vftrger 

Seotkera DhrbloK Andcwer v 

45 Fat kirk v Hibernian.-.- ---- --"-- 

S Greenock Morton v HamilWn 

*7 telrh v Ayr - — ;* Fleet Tbwn vSltdnebourne; FoM<e5Wi!e ln- 

2a oranraer v Glydebank ....... vtcra v Grencester 'Smoi: Havant fiUMer- 

*S Stram^ ufVZSION loovnie v Margate; Tbnbriflge Aqgeh v 

^ Alk» « Invert a — BraddeyfowrcfefownvChetaisfordaiji 

“ aJErath v SdrHiw - - scuBMPOCMWCTiEUBUEPrewlerW- 

" R fe ikta Badrwell Uid v Bridgewater Town: 

- Q *^ r v r rfr. Ff-tpr Bkhop Sutton v Chippenham Tbwn; Brid- 

- Liwtf !£ t0 ruLwi of the South pon v Bristol Manor Farm; Caine Town * 

- l^jS^liniBKW BWeford; ElmcHP v Rjidton Rovers. Keyn- 

sham'foweivBamsapleljiwi; WesdwryUM 

_ Berwick vOueen ! ***- - „ 0 ^ vtovil v Bdslington. 

> BrechM V StCThftBerniw. umsPORTUraTEDCOUBfTM LEAGUE 

_ rftvvdenbeath pmoier DMsiorr. Bostonlbwn v Sowars 

_ nurnbarten v Ptowtatm — 4 Uoyds Corby; Eynesbury v Buddngham 
Bos* County v East a ttngig^...^;. -fomm; Ford Sports v Kempston; Ho»eoch 
ukttONWIdE COW UltthfCfc w woonore long Bud. by » Mtrrfces Black- 

Q^rroW v Yeovil — swneNortnampicfifcencervStNeoBjRN- 

- rf^w Greer, v Dontasrer ton v Bourne; Spaftflng v Desborough; 

“ woWns — WeUMgborougfi « Stotfold: VUey v Co- 

'”2K»dvCh5ienham genhoe. 

'S°^rnmai»VK««rlng_ JEW50H WESSEX LEABUEl Newbwy V 

- ^ p ^ t{ £SLi»ee. Botmemoutfi FC. Tbtrco v Gosport Boreugh; 

- Lew Bemmon Heath Harlequins v Easdeterw 

- Morccambe Brtxtenhisstv East Cbacs Us fttaqiMA 

_ Rusfidcn « v BAT Sports; Portsmouth RN v Hamble; 

_ Southport v Far?«orougn .. WNitlwh lrtri*Th»fl»wnTbv« Wrtibtw 

_ moiling y NprtbW 10 ! MfDtSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE Pro- 

mjaSBfRfi wferWirWo": Canterbury Oty v Chatham 

Whftstable Tbwn * Faversham Tpwn. 


UMJET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Hi* 
DUrian: BreadMdge Hearn v Easr Preston; 
ChkhesterCkyv langney Sports; Eastbourne 
Tbwn v Razham; Hassocks v Eastbourne Utth 
Horsham VMCAvHalsham Town; ReiMn v 
fbrtfWd JBngmer v Shorehant Saltdnan Utd 
v Burgess Hill Tbwn; WNtehawk v S etsey 
NORTH WESTERN TRAMS LEAGUE 
Hrst D M do a: Atherton LR v Boone: 
ChearAe Ttwm v Ramsbouom VJtd; MosUey 
v Hotter OM Boys; Newcastle Tswn v 
Nantwloh Town; Prescoc Cab l es v Glossop 
North End; Rossendaie Utd v Atnertcn Cof- 
nertes: St Helens Tbwn v KUseroue AtWet- 
Ic Salford Oty v vatKhall GM: aewiersdale 
Utd v Maine Road. 

WO KI H L WM COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE 
PrwnHr DMWoa: Buxton v Gar forth 
Tbwn: Ecdestilll Utd v Ossert Albion: 
Gias5ftoughton Welfare v Ffontefract; Hal- 
Vam y flrmth«oe Welfare; Uvereerlge v Den- 
aby Utd; Mabby v Arnold fcwn: Ossett Town 
v North Ferrfjy; Wdrer ln gTbiwi vBrtegTbwn: 
Selby Tbwn v sheffiew; Savefey trTfiadc- 
ley. 

INTERLINK EXPRESS MDLAND AL- 
LlANCEi BoldmereSt Michaefe v Pdsan VO- 
la: Oiasetown v Barwell Knypersiey; Waorta 
V Stourport Swifts: Rsshore Tbwn v INednes- 
Wd; Rusnall Ofymplc v Halesowen Ham- 
ers; San dwell Borough v Stratford Town: 
Stufnal Town v Odbury Utd: Stapenhlll v 
Bndgnorth town; wwenhall Town » Kings 
Norton Town 


iMnc Ely v Halstead ; Gorleston * War- 
boys; Great Yarmouth Town v SuSxjry 
Wanderas: Mstan v Maldon Tbwrr. Lowesiolt 
v Fatenham : Soham Town v Newmartet : 
Stowmartet Tbwn v Bury Town; Sudbury 
Tbwn v Fbtatowe Pott 6 Tawn; vurcaham 
vUbtten. 

ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE Vbtt DMskw: Consett v West 
Auddand: Crook Town v South SNeids; Dun- 
sion FB v Bill Ingham SynthonU. Eastngron 
v Shfldon; Gubborou^ Town v Jamw foof* 
mg; Marste Utd y Tow Law Tbwn: Morpeth 
Town v Chesoer-ie-soeer; Newcastle Blue 
Star v BUnngham Town; Seaham Red Star 
w Penrith. 

LEAGUE Of RULES; Barry Town v TVS 


Uansantffrald p. 30); Caernarfon Tbwn * _ . . . 

Afan Lido f2 30); Con naft's Quay* Inter Ca- BASKETBALL 

Cwmbran BUDMfEISER LEAGUE: Derby Storm » 
(3 301 . 'giyl V Bangor Oty p 30] . Westfield SbarVs ShetrieWiT 30); Re- 

* JO URNA L wgh LANp nault Leicester Riders w Edmburgh RocLt 
^*9 U ^- S ^ fa tong ers > Rothes: BucMe (7 30): Exide Umdon Towers v>te.v^s- 

^ Eagtes(7.0): Manchester Giants w 
pemeao. feign utyv Naserourga k>tkw» Peugeot Bullets Birmingham (7.10): fTT 

^WThmg Bears vlSfiton Keynes U- 

SMIRNOFF EttSH LEAGUE PramlerM- ' 

vWom Omagh v Newry. Brst DhtMoa: unrvn. 

Dungannon drifts v Bangor. HOCKEY 

BASS RUSH CUP SbrthRomufcBaDymena OtAUENGE CUP SwnMtaaL Rnt Mp 
vBallydaie;Cart4ciiv Aids: aifiorwilev Glen- Sheffield v Manchester (7.0 1 
roran, Coleraine » Lou0i»H Utd: Dbcdlery SEKOMPA SUPERLEAGU F; Ayr v Ngw 
w Brantwood: Glenagun 1 / Crusaders; LkifieW castle (6.30); Nottingham v London 
v Qdmney Comer. (7.0). 

HARP LAGCR NATIONAL LEAGUE OF 

IRELAND Premier DtvUoo: F(nn Harps HQfKFV 

vwaterford (7.30): SBgo Ram. Bohemtans '*?'-*** 

(7.30) SOUTH Prvnicr Black heath v Becv- 

enham; Bournemouth v Maidenhead. 

Diir-nv uuinu Chichester v Gore Court. High Wvccmbe 

RUGBY UNION * Farehom; Old Cranleighans v Winches- 

LL OYDS T SB ten Old Whltglftlans v Purley. Tunbrioge 

PIWE NATIONS- CHAMPIONSHU* WeUs v City 0 ! Portsmouth; Wimbledon 

England w Soitland (2.30J v Richmond. Woking v Heme Bay. Vitok- 

(at Twickenham) Ingham v Anchorlans 

Wales v Ireland (3.0) OTZ MIDLAND Premier Coventry & 

(or Wembley stoeBum) Monh Warwick v Hartsome: Leek v Edg- 

»mm duNBaR hasten: Nonh Notts v Shrewsbury. Norm 

PREHUERSKIf* TWO Stafford v of ton 61 West Warwick. 

Pylde w Rotherham (2.3D) Northampton Saints v Hampforwr^Arpen. 

CHQJENHABI AMD GLOUCESTER Nottingham v Kholsa. 

GUPSCOND R0U*O PREWUER HOUDAV5 EAST Premier; 

London v Scottish Sate (H.O) ^rnbrto Gty w Biueh^n. Ombr.dge 

Waterloo v Exeter (1.0) Unte w ^ THshops StaNford; ClKton w 

JGMISON NATTONAL LEAGUE ONE U 

Morley v Rosslyn Port (3.0) l k 

Newbury « Henley (I2.e5) W^T OP ENGLAND ASOUm WAiJS 

Nottlngum w Umpool St Helens (3.0) 

TWO NORTH RJO): SetWey Part v San- J! 

dal: Sheffield v XeneW: W&atl « Hinckley 

TWO SOUTH: BarMng v BrtJgwatet "tetorHuper-MOT y Bj th Bac.^ 

gsss s ir wttt,a “- 
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WOMEN'S EHL Premier: CHIton Scol- 
nsh Life v Highrown (Z.0|: Doncaster v 
Slough ( 1Z 01; Fylfes Leicester v Ipswich 
|1 3 sO); Otton Tetraquesi u Sutton Cold- 
field il I 0 King Edward VI School, Edg- 
bast on) 

Brst DMsImu Aldridge v Wimbledon 
(l 30): Chelmsfoid Highway w Lough- 
borough Students (7 151. Sunderland 
Ashbrote v Canrerbury (13.0). Trojans v 
Bradlord (1 301 

Second DMsfon: Ejllng u Shenvood 
il 301. Hampton-m -Arden v Woking 
1 1 3.301. Old Lought onions w Wynton (1.0). 
St Albans v Bracknell 11 0) 

WOMEN'S NORTH BratDIetslMK Lrv- 
erpaol v Lev land Motors: Sheffield v Don 
Vatiey 

WOMEN’S EAST Premier; Cambridge 
City v Bury St Edmunds; Deteham v 
Maries: an Magpies, Ipswich v Lcich- 
nortti; Sevenoahs v Ashford 
WOMSTS MIDLAND Premier: Bedford 
v Kertenng: BelDer vCnmson RamWers: 
Lougnbotougn Students v North Stalls. 
Oil on Tert.vjaesl v Lulon 
WOMEN’S WEST P re mi er . Cheltenham 
V Lecrmnster. Cohvall v BoOTemcum. E*- 
mouth » Eketer; PC'ftlshesd Firebrands v 
Rediand. bunion Vale v St Austell 
WOMEN'S SOUTH Hr*t Division; Dul- 
wich « Winchester Maidenhead v City trf 
Portsmouth; Rover Cowley v Reading. 
Southampton v Hendon: West Witney v 
Horsham 

TRr5PORTSWOMOirSTHRSECOUN- 
HES flnt DhAsiorc Bracknell v Newbury; 
Oryol 0»tc«dv Hen lev. Famham Commcm 
v Rover Cowley. Otf.ard Hanks v Wat Mfii- 
ney CXfiard Unv v MiQon Keynes. Ptioeno- 
Rjnebgh v WcAngrura Readnc vSonmne; 
Wyc.-imbe Rye v Windsoi 


OTHER SPORTS 

SNOOKER; Sroudh Open (Aberdeen I 


TOMORROW 


FOOTBALL 
Bl CARUNG PREMIERSHIP 

Wimbledon v Aston Villa (A.O) 

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

Birmingham y Bolton (T O) 

SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

MotherweJI y Celtic (6 05) 

LEAGUE OF WALES: Holywell vHavet- 
fordwe« {2.30). 

HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE OF 
1BELAND Premier Division: Cork City 
e Derry City (12.0). UCD v Snelboume 

13.151. 


RUGBY LEAGUE 

3 0 unless stored 

NORTHERN FORD PREMIERSHIP 

Bramley v Ke<ghtey 

Dewsbury v Leigh <3.30) 

Doncaster v Swmton 

Hull K R * Bdtley 

Hunslet v Working ten <3.30) 

Rochdale v Barrow 

Whitehaven v Wldnes (3 30) 

York v Lancashire lyn* 

RUGBY UNION 
ALLIED DUNBAR 
PREMIERSHIP TWO 

Coventry v Bristol (3 0) 

CHELTENHAM AND GLOUCESTER 
OR* SECOND ROUND 

Gloucester v Leeds 13.0) 

Moseley w Wakefield 12 .0) 

Newcastle v Richmond (2.0) 

Rugby v Bedford (3 0) 

Saracens v Bam (3 0) 

CLUB MATCHES: London Irish XV v Sui- 
rey (2.30) 

BASKETBALL 

BUDWEISER LEAGUE: Peugeot Bullets 
Bimn^twi u m L4i£ UfartHng Bean (&.Q) 


tor Auan vrna Insure Cmrre): Edinburgn 
Rocks v Chester Jets (5.0), Mflion Keynes 
Lions v adldas Greater London leopards 
West Retd Sharks 5h ettwo v Exlpe 
London IbwersfA 0 ). 

ICE HOCKEY 
CHALLENGE CUP ScmMfnai. Brat tay: 

Cardiff v Noituigham (2 0). 

SCHONDA SUPERLEAGUE; Newcastle v 
Sheffield (6 SOI. 

HOCKEY 

EHL Premier: Both rM fir « Lrddington 
< 1 2 30): Brae-wands v Guiidrord (2 01 . Can- 
nrck v Canterbury |2 30). Hmohiow v Dee- 
sron (2 Oi. Old LnughiDnunsv Southgate 
(2 0). first DMsImu Barfed Tigers v St 
Albans |2 0). Bromley v Indian Gymkruiu 
(1.0|. Doncaster vSlpurport |2.0| East- 
tote v Isca )1 Q|. Hampstead h llWirmin* 
Stcr V Ch ford HasvkS |I2 30). Haileston 
Magpies v Lewies (3 . 01 . Hull v Havant UO). 
Lwighborough Students v Surbiton (2.30): 
Or o<d LWv v Frrebf.mds (2 01. Shefneu 
v Chelmsford (2 301 

WOMEN'S NORTH Fine DMaloa: 

Blackburn v Winruneion. Chester v Dee- 
side 

OTHER SPORTS 

SNOOKER: Scothsn Open (Aberdeen). 


THIS WEEK S 
TRANSFERS 


FULL TRANSFERS 

Free or ureter fixed tew unAKs vfofrel 
Marian P a hi r a (fornjrd) Sfcamo Riga (Lari 
to Southampton (CStXI.OOOI. O^ml TV m* 
ldrtenilni Uml (*ri 10 Livnpuol iCSSOXMQl. 
DaoM Wair (ddenderl Hearts tr* Evcrton 
IC2SU.0001- Ptte- BearRa (forivardl Port 
Udr to Notts County (f?SO.OOO|. B wn 
Bid lock (imoiieider) Swindon to Buiy 
(£700.000). Lea Cofflaa ( defended Auon 
vaia loStokeOtv 5 ckc Pamidg* (fonyartn 
larquay Utd to Brentford iE 100 UOOt. Chris 
B sec h invdfirideri Harrtrpool Utd to Hud- 
dersfield town (£65.000) (frtNmuf retOntl 
CoBb AUda fiomatdl iwenln Gty to Hull 
City (EV30001. Gerry Craaney itWViStffl 
St Minm w Notts Dually David M r Ha mee 
invdfleldn I St Mirren ta BUckbur ir Bmtna 
O’Brien (rmdfieider) St fiftnen 10 ttartbum. 
Rabble Parbkk (defender) Pammoutn to 
Bristol Rovers: Alex Mariatee (nudfirftkr) 
Scar borough in Hibemun. Lee Ho way (to- 
ward) Burnlo in Non lump ran. oapk— » 
PeimmvanWy (defenderi (tot Vale to 
CMchewei Uid. Adam Bar r e t t idefendn) 
Leyton Diem 10 Plymouth Areyie . 1 Gerard 
Uebwrcy Deny Oty to Derby Couniy 


LOANS/TRIALS 

•wail Mhh (larward) Ccy 

m BtiKMfsx*-. CariSwnrank (drientkiS Hew- 
castle to Bury. Paul HU | midfielder) Cmen- 
try to Buy. Htenoa Asptaxll (mid firkin) 
Brcnrfwd 10 Cot cu«ter lira, Matthew 
Graft (CWH'eeper) Crystal Palace to 
Swansea Clnr. Paid Haryfee (rorvoid) Cry». 
EalFbface to Torquay ifld.De* HamBtoe (de- 
lendei) Newcastle to rtmonsflHd' nab 
E miyhi w (ddendnj Cardiff to Middles. 
****&': Sea Roberta (goalirapn) Muufles- 
breu 0 i to MSkwL John Eustace (iredfWaer) 
Cneniry City to Dundee Utd. Sanu 
Obrien (mKtoten) Blackburn to ft imnen: 
p^ Mc Mmee jmidfldder) Blackburn to 
m iwien. sterna Brown (etulheepn) "fat- 

fielder) Parma (U) 10 Snefflcsa Wnhiestlav 

gsassasRaSS 

aa a,a. ^ 

jivm^tn 0 ^ n 

«). Wdiad Grtmths (forward) Wrxc w. 

oty » Ttequw Itrtal): Whyae Con 
Harlow town to Oioham AoiietR (tiS)f ,t ^ 
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Everton intent on displaying hidden talents 


FIRST AN apology. In recent weeks 
these columns might have implied 
watching Everton was akin to 
watching paint peel and that only 
those with long pockets, tedious 
lives or severe inclinations towards 
self-harm would pay money to gain 
entrance to Goodison Park. 

It has since been brought to our 
attention that the team is brim- 
ming with entertainers, their strik- 
ers can shoot straight and that they 
are dripping with goals. Vfe apologise 
for any misunderstanding our ear- 
lier comments may have caused. 

There, you never expected to read 
that this season, and even Everton's 
most blue-eyed supporter must be 
fearing that the events of the past 
eight days area mirage in a desolate 


BY GUY HODGSON 

desert of scoreless draws but, if ever 
a team illustrated that a week in pol- 
itics is considerably shorter than one 
in football, they have. 

Seven goals (two in the FA Cup, 
five against Middlesbrough) have 
transformed the mood in half of 
Merseyside and Everton travel to 
Leeds today in hope rather than 
trepidation of scoring successive 
wins in the Premiership for the 
first time since January last yean 

“Defensively, we've been quite 
solid as a unit, especially at home," 
their goalkeeper Thomas Myhre, 
said, “but we've not scored many 
goals. We've needed a bit of fortune 
to get the right result Our players 


are good enough not to be in the po- 
sition in the table we’re in.” 

The transformation has come 
partly due to the abandonment of the 
over -rigid 3-5-2 formation that too 
eaaty fedtafiremenaithebad5.and 
to the re-emergence of Nick Barm- 
by. He has scored four goals in 
Everton’s last five games and, op- 
erating on the left, is alternatively 
drifting to bring much-needed width 
or even more desired striking op- 
tions. “His form over the last few 
games has been tremendous," Whi- 
ter Smith, his manages said of a 
player who has not always justified 
his 25.75m fee. “He is now per- 
forming to his full potential” 
Barmby’s last two goals were 
against his former club Middles- 


McAllister 
points way to 
brighter future 

Coventry City's inspirational leader is back to his best ready 
for the challenge of Manchester United today. By Phil Shaw 


EVERYONE WITH even a passing in- 
terest in football has heard of the 
Hand of God. Many Scots revel in the 
pious indignation it provokes in the 
English and celebrate it in song. 
Gary McAllister, always his own 
man, is probably alone among his 
countrymen in having fonder mem- 
ories of God’s Finger 

No. it is net a sex aid, although 
people have been known to wax or- 
gasmic beneath its erect form. Nor 
is it anything to do with the “It could 
be you” slogan, even if it is used in 
the build-up to a four-yearly inter- 
national lottery. And there is no di- 
rect link with Diego Maradona. 

God's Finger is actually a moun- 
tain near Rio de Janeiro, at the foot 
of which lies Brazil’s World Cup 
training camp. McAllister was there 
last spring, pitch-side for the Chan- 
nel Four programme Planet Fbot- 
baU, gazing in awe as the likes of 
Ronaldo, Roberto Carlos and a per- 
sonal favourite, Rivaldo, trained for 
a friendly against Argentina and the 
forthcoming festival in France. 

While he had progressed be- 
yond the stage of feeling forlorn 
about the cruciate- ligament injury 
which had already ruled him out of 
the World Cup, it was nevertheless 
a fillip to McAllister's morale to be 
recognised by Rene Simoes, Ja- 
maica's Brazilian coach. Moreover, 
the sagacious Simoes knew all 
about his knee problem and had 
some unusual advice. 

“He’s heavily into sports psy- 
chology" McAllister explains, “and 
he assured me that the physical side 
of my recovery wouldn't be a prob- 
lem. It was the mental aspect l need- 
ed to concentrate on. He suggested 
that every night, 1 should dose ray 
eyes for 15 minutes and picture all 
the positive things I've done in 
matches: great goals and free-kicks, 
going past opponents, and so on. 

So did you do it? “I told him." he 
replies, unable to stifle a laugh, “I'd 
need at least an hour for that!" McAl- 
lister's response was the stoical 
humour ot a player striving to keep 
his spirits up rather than conceit, 
but whatever methods he used 
Scotland's playmaker leads Coven- 
try City today against the Premier- 
ship leaders. Manchester United in 
arguably his best form since he left 
Leeds two and half years ago. 

In the SHy Blues' last home game 
he dominated midfield in opposition 
to Liverpool's England partnership 
of Paul lnce and Jamie Rcdknapp. 
Last Saturday brought a deflating FA 
Cup exit at Everton, but McAllister 
scored with the kind of cunningly 


flighted set-piece that would occu- 
py his mind’s eye for several minutes 
on the Simoes scale. 

Defeat at Goodison Park left 
Coventry in the familiar position of 
having nothing to look forward to ex- 
cept the fight to protect their 32-year 
tenure in the top flight Despite a fur- 
ther setback at Newcastle on 
Wednesday McAllister is convinced 
they will survive. Not because they 
have always done so, but “because 
we’re good enough”; and because, 
in Darren Huckerfiy and Noel Whe- 
lan, they possess the attackers to 
score the requisite goals. 

“I’ve played with some fantastic 
strikers - Eric Cantona, Tony 
Yeboah, Lee Chapman - but they 
were all relatively old- The exciting 
thing about Darren is that he’s so 
young. There's no limit to what he 
could achieve. 

“Snowy (Whelan) was the star of 
our juniors at Leeds when they beat 
Manchester United in the Youth 
Cup final and he stood out above the 
Beckhams and Scholes. He was 


'To get the better of 
United you have to stand 
toe-to-toe and battle with 
big international players . 
Any sign of weakness 
and they'll go for it' 


very versatile then. He’s definitely a 
forward now, with real craft.” 

But McAllister is at a loss to ex- 
plain why Coventry have foiled to 
build on last season's mid-table fin- 
ish. “At the start of the season I had 
high hopes oF coming back in the au- 
tumn into a side that was Bowing and 
well up the table. It didn't happen 
and I wish I knew why. People sav 
that selling Dion (Dublin! can't have 
helped, but he was here for the first 
15 games and we were in the bottom 
three or four then. 

Even though Coventry needed 
the points, McAllister was not 
rushed back the way he might have 
been at some clubs. Gordon Stra* 
chan, the manager; trusted him to 
say when he felt ready. The respect 
is mutual, says the captain, though 
their relationship has changed since 
they played together for Leeds and 
Scotland. 

“That goes without saying when 
a friend becomes your boss. We still 
talk about football tilings but we don’t 


brough, who are falling so fast that 
they are eray bit as anxious as dubs 
far below them. Today they meet Tot- 
tenham at the Riverside in a match 
proving that attitude rather than 
points can be more important 

Spurs are a point behind today's 
opponents, but whereas their sea- 
son appears to be on the up on the 
back of rea ching the Worthington 
Cup final Boro, who have not woo 
so for this year; are becoming in- 
creasingly gloomy. 

“We had a fantastic start to the 
season,” their goalkeeper Mark 
Schwarz er said, “but we've slipped 

away in recent weeks and we need 

to get back* on track and climb the 
league again.” Tbo right they do. 

Of the Premiership leaders, Ar- 


senal appear to have the most com- 
fortable fixture of the weekend, a 
home game against Leicester who 
hav e alarms of their own afterjdip- 
ping into the bottom eight. 

The Double winners emerged 
fixmthdrtestatt^TSaffiardinmid- 
week content that they had stopped 
a potential eight-point gap emerging 
between themselves and Manches- 
ter United. The Gunners now em- 


chibs at lOfh place or below, so they 
have it in their hands to buM the mo- 
mentum they achieved last spring. 

Dennis Bergkamp is available 
after bis one-match ban but his 


manage Aisene wajgea; was so im- 
pressed by Nwankwo Kami on his 
premiership debut that he sudden- 


ly has aft embarrassment of riches 
up front “You could see from the 
start that Kami has a great talent,” 
he sairL Bergkamp on toe bench? It 
could happen. 

Manchester United travel to 
Coventry and a ground which gave 
Alex Ferguson an unhappy end to 
1997. His team were leading 2-1 
with four minutes to go when Dar- 
ren Hucfcerby took flight to earn the 
Sky Blues an unlikely 3-2 win. This 
time United arrive at Highfield Road 
withan li-match unbeaten run and 
with the potential to use Ityan Giggs 
again as he returns from a ham- 
string injury. “The team is playing 
well and the spirit is great,” Fergu- 
son said, “ft's just a matter of getting 
Our heads down and concentrating.” 


Spare a thought for Coventry's 

Bosnian centre-bads Muhamed 

Koxsic, who made his fell debut 
against a rampant Alan Shearer in 
Til defeat at Newcastle and now 
faces the prospect of tody jMeand 
Dwight Yorke, who have the Utile 
matter of 40 goals between them. 
And someone told him it w® 3 eas y 
money in the Premiership... 

Ron Atkinson would not agree 
with that Nottingham Forest were 
massacred 8-1 by United two weeks 
today are 


me . 

travels, Chelsea. A Forest wm 
against the Premiership’s second- 
placed side is unlikely. But impos- 
sible? When Everton can score five, 
nothing is that any more. 


realty socialise. The other players 
wouldn’t feel that was right, under- 
standably.” 

McAllister believes that Stra- 
chan, who tends tobe fiery where he 
is phlegmatic, is growing into the 
role. “Gordon certainly speaks bis 
mind, but I’ve seen him count to 10 
a few times lately in heated situa- 
tions. Everyone says he wants us to 
play with the passion he shows, but 
that’s the least he expects from us. 

“His belief is that you may have 
special skills but you won’t be able 
to show them unless you give max- 
imum effort Look at [Zine dine ] Zi- 
dane for France against England last 
week. It might have looked as if he 
was walking about but it wasn’t a co- 
incidence that every time he got the 
baQ there was nobody near him. That 
was down to sheer hard graft." 

McAllister; who was 34 on Christ- 
mas Day, harbours managerial am- 
bitions of his own and has observed 
with particular interest the progress 
of another ex-colleague, David 
O'Leary at Elland Road “David al- 
ways had his own ideas and was 
pretty shrewd You don't last 20-odd 
years as a top-class defender by 
being naive. 

“If someone told me that my first 
job as a manager .would be with 
Leeds United Ed certainly be in- 
tested I don't know where IT start 
But all I know is football and I want 
to stay in it There’s pressure, sure, 
but it's good pressure, not stress as 
I understand it” 

He has become accustomed to 
Leeds fans booing him for his sup- 
posed betrayal of their dub (though 
he points out that he twice declined 
moves when they tried to offload him 
and was prepared to stay for a 
salary for smaller than Coventry 
were offering); and, ironically, to 
being barracked by Manchester 
United’s followers for helping the 
Yorkshire side pip them to the 
championship in 1992. 

Curiously, McAllister could have ' 
been part of the Old TTafford set-up .. 
himself. From the age of 12 to 16. 
during the reigns of Dave Sexton 
and Ron Atkinson, be was promised 
to United Every school holiday, he 
travelled from Bellshill - coinci- 
dentally, Sir Matt Busby's home 
town - to train with other wannabes 
such as Mark Hughes and Norman 
Whiteside. 

“In the end United came up to 
Lanarkshire to our house to toll me 
they weren’t taking me,” he re- 
members. “A nice way to deliver bad 
news. I suppose." 

The route that led him to High- 



Gary McAllister has recovered from his World Cup injury disappointment to find form with Coventry City 


Rm Vieira 


field Road has been strewn with epic 
battles with United and more than 
one famous victory. “To get the bet- 
ter of them you have to win the in- 
dividual battles, stand toe-to-toe 
with Kg international players. In my 
case that means people like Parti 
lnce and then Roy Keane. Any sign 
of weakness and they’ll go for it, but 
they're very enjoyable games.” 
McAllister, who views such en- 


counters as ideal preparation for has 
anticipated return to the Scotland 
squad when the Euro 2000 qualifiers 
resume next month, is excited by the 
panache of Chelsea, whom he sees 
as a more resilient version of Kevin 
Keegan’s Newcastle. Although he 
has also been impressed by the 
progress of Aston Villa and by the 
manager John Gregory's straight- 
talking style, he senses that the title 


race win boil down to a struggle 
between United and ArsenaL 

“I reckon United will win it, but 
themselves, Arsenal and Chelsea are 
playing a different game from the 
rest of us. Things have moved on 
since we finished top at Leeds seven 
years ago. You could win games 
through power and pace then. Now 
there’s more sophistication." 

United’s front two, Dwight Ybrke 


and Andy Cole, combine all those at- 
tributes and more. McAllister; who 
believes the strike-force is the most 
important unit in any side, calls them 
^‘aimdfieMer’s dream- the best pair 
in the country”, Coventry have a 
mountain to climb, both today and 
in the months ahead, yet the man 
from God's Finger will be doing his 
utmost to point the way to brighter 
days on the Sky Blue horizon. 


In the wake of omnipotent Brian] Kohler forced to quit 


AS A seven-year old in the autumn 
of 1977. living in the comfortable Mid- 
dlesex suburb of Hounslow , being told 
(due to paternal work commitments) 
that we were going to relocate and 
start a new life in a new city was the 
most traumatic piece ofnews I have 
ever heard. The tectonic plates had 
shifted and the ground had opened 
up before me. With whom would l 
swap my Star Wars cards? Would 
they still show The Six Million Dol- 
lar Mem on the strange planet ' .called 
Nottingham) I was moving to? 

Although I recognised the new 
culture as dose to my mvn, there 
was a fundamental difference in the 
belief system of the new species. The 
ubiquitous red and white scarves to 
stave off the cold< it ts colder up 
north). A seven-year-old “Kenny 
Bums" tackling an eight-year-old 
“Tbny Woodcock" in the playground. 
And then there was that higher 
befog they worshipped in this new 


FAN’S EYE 
VIEW 

NOTTINGHAM FOREST 
BY ADRIAN MCGREEVY 


land, who was always on the televi- 
sion, in the papers, everywhere. This 
deity was easily recognisable - he 
was omnipotent after all - and his 
name was Brian Clough. 

i remained nominally, thanks to 
avuncular influences, an Aston Villa 
supporter in my first few months in 
Nottingham, but after returning to 
Hounslow for a weekend viat my con- 
version finally took place, and when 
ftcam&itmeipaweiednie.Iwas sit- 
ting m London watching the League 
Cup final of 1978 and suddenly I was 
watching my city beat Liverpool 


thanks to the determination of a very 
young Chris Woods deputising for 
Peter Shilton. When we won the 
championship that season, my in- 
doctrination was complete. Anyone 
fora nostalgic rendition of We've got 
the whole world in our hands? 

Brian Clough was the greatest - 
no question. During his reign at For- 
est, except for the final year in 
charge (the relegation year I tend 
to think of it now as a Doftos-esque 
dream sequence which should be 
erased from the historybooksinre- 
specttotiiemanMiverpoolandEbr- 
est were the only two teams to finish 
in the top half of the table every sin- 
gle year— every single year! That's 
consistency foryou. That’s 15 years 
on a budget that wouldn't pay for 
Duncan Fbrguson’s left toenati. 

He made bad players mediocre, 
mediocre players good, good play- 
ers very good, and very good play- 
ere world-beaters. The fist of players 


who “foiled" after leaving fbrest is 
monumental and most of them 
went to Manchester United (haD - 
Davenport Birtles. Webb et aL Pun- 
dits talk of Roy Keane as the com- 
plete midfielder bat anyone who saw 

him at toe City Ground realises he 
isn’t half the player now that he was 
when playing for us. 

Every civilisation has to come to 
an end, but why did the destruction 
have to happen so suddenly at Fbr- 
est? Fbrest, the jokey ac r o nym 
(Fighting Off Relegation Every Sat- 
urday Tteatime), Fbrest the yo-yo | 
specialists, whaf s become of us? i 
Ron Atkinson? Please! I suppose 
well have to waft another hundred 
(thousand) years fora similar civil- j 
isation to emerge m Nottingham, I 1 
suspect we might never see its | 
like again and we wiQ have to be am- j 
tent with worshipping a deity that | 
has long since gone. I have my , 
“Ctoughie” prayer mat out already. 


david KOHLER is to step down as 
Luton Town chairman and leave the 
dub after his home was threatened 
with a petrol bomb yesterday. 

Kohler took over the dub eight 
years ago but two relegations have 
seen Luton slump into ihe Second Di- 
vision. Some fans have blamed him 
because of the dub’s polity of seffing 
players to balance the books. They 
also complained that he was drawing 
a salary which the dub eculd ifi-afibrd 
to pay having appomted himself 
managing directoc.He owns 52 per 
cent of the football dub's shares. 

Chairmen are coming increas- 
ingly into the firing line - the Fort 
\fele chairman BH2 BelTs car deal- 
ership was vandalised recently. 
More seriously, though, in the early 
hours of yesterday, a petrol bomb 
and matches were poshed through 
the letterbox erf Kohler’s home near 
St Albans. They were not ignited 

“Tve been involved with Luton 
Tbwn fora quarter of myiife and have 


always tried rqy best to act in the in- 
terests erf the dub," Kohler said. 
“What happened is an art that any 

reasonable person most deplore. As 

a husband and father of three chilr 
dren, the youngest onjy five weeks old, 
my primary responsibility is to them. 
The pofioe have viewed this petrol 
bomb as a warning. However; I am not 
prepared to use my family as a shield 
or place than in any circumstances 
that could endanger them." 

The Blackburn Rovers manager 
Brian Kidd is to make an improved 
£45m offer for West Ham’s ca ptafo 
Steve L oma s, with the p ossib ility of 
a casb-pfos-pfayer exchange rtrai 
Kidd’s need for toe Northern Ire- 
land international increased yester- 
day, with fears that Bflfy McKnlay 
may need groin surgery. The nud- 

RaMBpipfrieBaa twufiiuf0Mu:.La. a 


Edd is worried about going into the 
vital final weeks without his ser- 

rices. Now RovoswiQ offer jztore cash 

tohasten the Lomas mova They may 


ers as an option - Nathan or 

Kevin Davies could be sacrificed. 
^Dwight Yorke has applied for 


ms new status to catapult him into 
Kevm Keegan’s England side. The 
Trnndad and Tobago international 
sfays he wants to be a British nation* 
~ tosave i time at airports. The Man- 
***** is ^ of 
foogtfly check-ins when he returns 

ftom European trips with toe Reds. 


may require a long speD of rest 
The combative McKinlay had a 
hernia operation fast Summer after 
Scotland’s World Cup campaign and 


ana urarg Moore has hitasnag 

because the pliers wfll have to tote 
pay art The Birmingham City 

X2LS25S?® 1 *?** 


Birmingham's wage structure! 
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MATCH OF THE WEEKEND 



Nottm Forest v Chelsea 



SO BfUCH for Ron Tied Ad^ Atkinson's fire- BY NICK HARRIS 

fighting ability. A win in his first gamp in 

change may hare doused the flames for a few 
days - but that match was followed by an 8- 
1 home defeat to Manchester United and a 
2-1 submission to the recently out-of-sorts 
West Ham. On current form, he conld be fac- 
ing a towering inferno by the fima Gfon h ic** 

1 JI.TP.UU - 1 _ 1 1 .B.A 


Ground this afternoon. 

Atkinson yesterday admitted he was fec - 
ing a further dfiemcna over Carlton Patino; 
whom he signed for £i.im from Southamp- 
ton last month and wanted to play as a mid- 
fielder In the lanky dynamo's first three 
appearances far the Premier League's bot- 
tom dub, Atkinson has had to play Palmer 


at the heart of the back four in an attempt 
to plug Fbresfs leaky defence. Big Ron still 
wants topush die »year-old - who, contnuy 
to his image, must be one of the hardest work- 
ing players in the countzy - into midfield to 
provide attacking options and admits he is 
now faces a selection problem. 

Palmer himself said: “1 really don't have 
much of a standpoint on the issue. It was Kg 
Ron who converted me into a midfielder. Pm 
happy in either position and feel I can do a 
job in both." If Atkinson does decide to ask 
Palmer to play in midfield, it is likely to open 
the way for dub captain Steve ChettJe to re- 
turn to the starting line-up. Chettie has yet 


to start a game under Atkinson but stepped 
off the bench in last weekend's defeat at the 
hands of the Hammers to make his 500th se- 
nior appearance for the dub. That wasn't 
the way I wanted to pass that milestone, and 
rm just hoping to get back in again." Chet- 
tie said. “None of us will give up hope until 
it’s no longer mathematically possible for us 
to stay up,” he added of the relegation strug- 
gle. Atkinson is considering recalling Jean- 
Claude Darcheville to partner Pierre van 
BooQdonk (left) at the expense of Neil Ship- 
pertey. Another change he wiQ have to make 
is at right back. John Harkes has a calf in- 
jury so Matthieu Louis-Jean will deputise. 

Albert Fferrer (knee) is back in Chelsea's 
and could play some part alongside Franck 


Lebeouf (right) but manager Gianhica Yial- 
li is without suspended the midfield duo Den- 
nis Wise and Roberto Di Matleo. Tbre Andre 
Flo is back in training after his knee opera- 
tion, and Graeme Le Sara should be fit de- 
spite a kick on the hip forcing him out of 
Wednesday's l-i draw against Blackburn. 
After Vialli's sending-off in midweek, Gian- 
franco Zola is the Blues' only remaining strik- 
er neither injured nor faring a suspension. 

NOTTINGHAM FORE5T i-ionr.i EtiJ-: Sim- 

UM.Owrdr UrtJe. W-re* Swne Ge-im.. Jc—iv.'?’ 
Domicile Sniper Wy Van Hsanarta.Fraesiu- Pc”iio. 
Ban-VJiMjrrs Banaiu. vttoar 0*av 
OBSXiW :>£**>. larftuuTJf Irturu' Bio- 

jure. Le Saux. Mans fVrescu VVs: i Fcnsn: Nr»x- 

ion HeCKOCh GcWSaeV. KVx -wn VtVl Tr'iy 
«ltn: VJ«r C *• Vjr:r: 
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Arsenal v 
Leicester 


DENNIS BERGKAMP is back from a one-match suspension and 
will be cme of several Arsenal changes from the team that drew 
1-1 at Manchester United in midweek. The Dutch striker is like- 




Premiersfaip debut at Old Ttefiord. RiB-back Nigel TOnterbum 
is out with a one-match ban far eight yeflow cards, centre-half 

MarfmTCmwn is still out w ith hmTKrt rmgtrrg^lr* andeapfam Thry 

Adams or veteran Steve Bould could be rested Nicolas Anefira 
may also be rested, and Arsene Wfenger h?re already said Em- 
manuel Petit - who completes a three-match suspension today 
-vriDncrt be recalled for TUesday’sFA Cup replay against Sheffield 

IMtedafl^a^ravatinganmiklft fYTm5tioTi Tn thP-Ti>>^mvU ? V{imy 

game. Nelson Vivas replaces Winterbum, while either Stephen 
Hughes or R6ni Garde will deputise fix- Petit 
Leicester's Emile Heskey faces a late fitness test on a back 
injury but is likely to struggle topass it 3fce attaching duo of Andy 
Impey and Arnar Gunnlaugsson return to the squad after being 
rap-tied far Wednesday night's Worthington Cup semi-final win 
over Sunderland. 

ARSENAL (from) Seaman: Dixon, Adam. Bould. Upson. Vim Parlous Viera. Hugh- 
es. Garde. Ouermars. Bergkamp. ArteUuu Diawara, Kano, GrtmancS. Manninger. 
IFVTS lfcH CITY (from): Keller. A/phexacl Guppy. UBachtxne. Taggart. Sndatr. Wateh. 
BBott. Kaamerfc. Izzet, Lemon. Savage. Pariter. Gurmlaugson. impey: Codec. Hes- 
key: Wilson. Campbell Marshall. Zagorakis. 

Suspene l ong Arsenal: Ml Wlruerbum. lalwMe Taggart. 
is P Durkin. 


Blackburn v 
Shef ^Wednesday 


CJffiis SOTTON will have a lunchtime fitness check to see if he 
is fit Binn gh to lead the Blackburn Hne. He injured an anMe at 
Chelsea in the 1-1 midweek draw. BiHy M r Kin la y and Christian 
Dailly both remain absent through iqjmy. Stephane Hencboz 
rthf gfy higpfthix nTL riftHr Tmy term ahsaitew Karin 

Galia^^G$ffi^$ISm)ffaadI>azmen Johnson are stiD out Brian 
Kidd, fee Rov CTs manageq said yesterday he was optimistic about 
t ^g^feQ^atefe riskswitohim.Wnhavealookathim 
a deciskm then.” Blackburn have lost 
onfy once under Kidd, who has steered the dub from bottom to 
fifth bottom. 

Sheffield Wednesday's England left-back Andy Hinchcliffe 
is doubtful with a knee problem, while his potential replace- 
ment, Dejan Stefenovic, has a shoulder injury Centre-back Jon 
Newsome is also doubtful with a hamstring strain, so young- 
sters Steven Has lam and Mark McKeever are in the squad. 

Wednesday have won just once in tteir last nine visits to Black- 
bum, 3-2 in October 1982." 

BLACKBURN ROMB*S (from] nan. Kama. Hendioz, Broomes, Croft. Dunn, Mancofci. 
MCAner, Jansen. Sutton. Wind. Gfllesple. Blake. Duff. Flowers. Peacock. Davidson. 
Davies. 

SHEFFIELD WEDESOAY (from]: Pressman. Atherton. Jonk. News ome. MbBox 
Carbone. Booth. Sanetti. Coblan. Humphrey*. Briscoe. Sieftnwrtc. Oakes. Hbieh- 
cliff e. Emerson, Rudl. Atoandersson. Sonnes, Morrison. HasJam. McKeevec CUrte. 
Suspensions: None. 

Referee: A WiUde. 





Coventry v 
Man Ued 


STRUGGLING COVENTRY will be unchanged from toe ade that 
tosttoNewcastteinmidvreekBosnianinterHatianalcentre-baek 



ftiD game on Wednesday following his £2m move from Mcn&co. 

Manchester United have Denis Irwin back in contention for 
a place. The Republic of Ireland full-back could take overfrom 


he has recovered from his hamstring fojuiy The ^febh inters 
national returned to action after two weeks on the sidefines when 
he on near the end of Wednesday's l-i draw wto Arsenal 

at Old Traffbrd. Alex Fterguson wants to improve Giggs’ maWi 
fitness but he is also wary of the threat heavy pitches pose to ms 


with a lot of rain about heavy pitches are plfTm* pert at toe 
moment” Ferguson said. Giggs himself said: *Tve been train- 
ing now for about a week Tm just looking to get a few games 
under my belt with the Intemazaonale game axnmg up. Umtr 

ed have won fire ™t of six 

BBaaassisasa 

Brown. Berg. Van Der Gouw (gk). 

Suspensions None. 

Referee: D Gallagher. 


Derby v 
Charlton 




nS from a iqury^l codd also 

Sfosasasssssa* 

- ssafaESss&.--£ 


And statistics 

Record breaking in the making? 


MANCHESTER UNITED, single- 
handedly. are doing what they can to 
keep scoring levels respectable. No 
side has bettered the two goals per 
game average that they themselves 
managed in 1996-97. although 
Newcastle made a commendable 
effort by scoring 82 in 42 games in 
1993-94. At current rates. Alex 
Ferguson's side will manage 88 this 
season if they Keep up the good 
work. Andy Cole's fine run of form 
has lifted him into the exclusive 
Premiership 100 Club, where his 101 
goals put him level with Liverpool's 
Robbie Fowler, and among the pack 
chasing Alan Shearer on 148. 

With two-thirds of this season 
gone, a number of records look 
likely to tumble. Support for top 
flight football is set to climb to new 
heights - Premiership average gates 
have improved year on year since 
1992-93 and this time they're 
standing at an average of more than 
30.000 people per game, which is 
40 per cent higher than during the 
Inaugural season. Top-level 
attendances are at their highest for 
more than 25 years, and look likely 
to be increased further still by fans 
at Sunderland’s Stadium of Light in 
the new millennium. 

While more people are watching 
however, less goals are being scored 
overall this season, despite the best 
efforts of Cole and his team-mates, 
who have netted eight and six times 


in single games In recent weeks. Last weekend 
Nottingham Forest scored the 600th goal In the 
Premiership’s 243rd game this season but the 
average goals per game since last August still 
stands at 2.49 per game. 

Everton's difficulties in scoring have been well 
documented, but they tore up their bore-draw 
script to put five past Middlesbrough on 
Wednesday. They had managed just 1 4 In 24 
games before then and had seemed on course 
to fall below Stoke City's lowest -ever total of 
24 in the oid First Division in 1 984-8S. 

The unwelcome record of fewest home 
Premiership goals (1 S) is held Jointly by 
Leeds and Forest In 1 996-97 and Crystal 
Palace last season. Palace and Forest 
were relegated on those statistics but 
Leeds managed 28 points at home 
and achieved mid-table with their 
meagre haul. Evert on. with just 
eight goals from 1 3 home games, 
must still find another eight to 
avoid joining the others as co- 
lowest scorers at home, but 
things look much brighter for the 
Goodison faithful. 

Ever ton can take heart that one 

is in the bag - the seven goalless 
>me games played so far this season 
already beats the six Leeds provided for 
their season-ticket holders two years 
ago. Thar Leeds team - and Sheffield 
United in 1993-93 - played, home and 
away, in nine 0-0 draws. Ever ton have 
managed eight this season so far. which 
represents O-Os In more chan 30 per cent of 
their matches. Nil-nils overall stand at 14.1 
per cent of games this season overall. 


Goals galore - the top flight’s leading lights 


Season 

Team 

Goals 

Games 

Goals/ 



scored 

played 

game 

1992=837; 

Blackburn 

r-. . : 


T« 

1993-94 

Newcastle 

82 

42 

1.95 

:19944S 

Black bum 


/r'X- tQ. 

1.9 

1995-96 

Man Utd 

73 

38 

1.92 

1996^7 ' • " 

Man Ufa 

76’- - 

- 38 - 

•TT" 

1997-98 

Man Ufa 

73 

38 

1.92 

1998-99“ 

Man Ufa 

-.'I €0 

• 26 ' . 

23 

* so far 






Premiership hot shots - top Right goals since 1992-93 


Name 


Current dub 

Goals 

JUanSbrater 

28 

' Newcastle 

148 

tan Wright 

35 

West Ham 

111 

Les Ferdinand 

32 

Tottenham ' • 

1 10 

Andy Cole 

27 

Man Utd 

101 

.Rdbbie Fowler : • 

23 ' 

Liverpool 

101 

Matt Le Tlss5er“ 

30 

Southampton 

95 


~Le Ussier is the only player within 10 goals of the 100 Club. 


Pretenders to Alan Shearer’s top-RIgbt goals record 


Robbie Fowler 

bom: 9 April 1975 
Club: Liverpool 


Andy Cole* 

bom: 15 Ocr 1971 
ClUbs: Newcastle / Man UCd 


Season 

Goals 

Apps 

Goals 

Apps 

1993-94 

. 12 - 

28. 

• 34 

40 

1994-95 

25 

42 

21 

36 

1995-96.; 

- _28 • 

• 38 

11 

34 

1996-97 

18 

32 

6 

20 

T 99t-98 . 

-9 • 

-20 • 

16 

33 - 

1998-99 

9 

18 

13 

22 

"TOTAL 

101 

178 

101 

175 


In 67 pre-Premlershtp 
nd Newcastle. 
Premiership. 


Defences on top 

Goals* 

1222 
1195 
1TS5 . 

988 
970 
' '1019 
945 ; 

* The First three seasons hod two more clubs than present and 52 more games. 
** Projected, at current levels. 



1992- 93 

1993- 94 
199*795 

1995- 96 

1996- 97 

1997- 98 

1 998- 99* \ 




Southampton’s 
Matt Le Ussier is 
Just five goals short 
of joining the 
Fhremlershfp 100 Club, 
a small 6lite led by his 
former team-mate Alan 
Shearer 


The 0-0 specialists 
Team 

Everton 


Number 
of o-o* 

:a ■ 


Gates on die climb 
Srawii Average Premiership 


Arsenal 

6 


attendances 

1992-93 

.WekHam. 

- S 

1932-93 

2i;i25 

1993-94 

Aston Villa 

4 

1993-94 

23.040 

1994-95 

Chelsea 

. 4 

1994-95 

24J27T 

1995-96 

Derby 

4 

1995-96 

27,550 

1996-97 

Leeds 

4 

1996-97 

28.434 

1997-98 

Tottenham 

4 

1997-98 

29.190 

1998-99 

No dub has avoided blank results entirely. 

1998-99 

(so fer) 30.468 



have only been boohed bi one apiece. 


Drawing blanks 
Season % of goalless draws 
8.2 
93 
11 
7.1 
10.8 
8.7 

so far 14.1 

Statistics; Brian Sears/Nick Harris 



TOMORROW 4PM 


Wimbledon v Aston Villa 


a return. — . 4 . 

fag on Christmas DaK hut is jn me 




sss-asssssKrasg 

again hare to setfie fora place on^bendk 

'■ KraS* 11 p . r MM to ftjwefl. Tiler. IGnsefla. RoMocn, Red- 

» iMiJffilSSto itaSSv Bright park*. P*T gle. Mw- 

SSESiiWw. . 

ook None. 
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ASTON VUIAS Mark Bosnich could make 
a dramatic return to action tomorrow. 
Villa's manage John Gregory had initially 
planned far Bosnich to return in the Mid- 
lands derby with Coventry on 27 February, 
but now intends to include the Australian 
in his squad to face the Dons if he passes 
a late test “Mark is looking good in train- 
ing at the moment. Providing he gets the 
all-dear from the final check with the spe- 
cialist, I have told him I want him in the 
squad for Sunday” Gregory saMyesterday. 

If he plays, the game will be Bosnich's 
first for five months and come after an un- 
convincing display by his deputy, Michael 


Oakes, in Wednesday’s 2-1 home defeat at 
the hands of Leeds. Gregory believes hav- 
ing Bosnian in the side is a vital factor if 
fife dife are to reignite their title challenge. 
The news was less ©MXiuraging regarding 

the central defender UgoEhiogu, who has 
had an operation to correct a fractured eye 
Socket sustained in a collision with Alan 

Stearer three weeks ago. Gregory said: ‘‘He 

might come bade before the end of the sea- 
son. But the eyes are^ very delicate and you 
have to be careful " Stan CoHymore is ex- 
pected to keep his place on the substitutes’ 
bench while Dion Dublin will again play 

through his groin problem. 


Wimbledon, who win be looking to bounce 
back from the disappointment of losing out 
on a Wtorthington Cup final place to Tbt- 
tenham in midweek, will be without the sus- 
pended John Hartson. Gareth Ainsworthis 
a longterm absentee with a groin iiguiy but 
Joe Kizmear has Jon Goodman and Peter 
Dear back in first-team contention. 

WBRBLBXM (From! SuUnrt. HeaU. Cunningham. K*n- 
Ue. Perry BiadcweB, Thatcher, Jupp. Pom. C Hughes. 
Earle. Euefl. M Hughes. Roberts, Anile* Fear. Kennedy 
Etato, Gayle. Goodman. Leaburn, tort. 

ASTON VILLA (from): Oakes. Watson. Scbneca. South- 
gate. Barry, Wright. Menon. feyhx. Hendrie. Joachim. 
Dubfln. Grayson. Thompson. Wassefl. Standing, Samuel. 

Enctataun. 


sPAIeoch. 





Leeds United 
v Everton 


LEEDS' YOl/NG defender Jonathon Woodgnle is slrunfikn;; in 
be fit after missing the midweek win over Aslon VflLi with a kiu v 
injury. Lee Bowyer, who was also missing at Villa Pari; with an 
ankle injury and ftu. hopes to be bade fur what would he his l noth 
appearance in league and cup matches since leaving LTuiriton 
in the summer of 199G. Bruno Ribeiro, Stephen McPtuil, Alan 
Mayburyand David Batty are all still injured, so Sawyer's return 
in place of Matthew Jones or Willem Knrsten is likely to hi* the 
only change. 

Everton’s confidence will have given a lift by last week's FA 
Cup victory over Cox-entry and the 5-0 Premiership thrashing 
of Middlesbrough on Wednesday. The return to fitness of David 
Unsworth and the end of Marco Materazzi's suspension meant 
that veteran defender Dare Watson was on the bench against 
Boro and he is likely to be so again. Mitch Ward. Alex Cloland 
and Slaven Bilic a re unavailable with long-term injuries. Ever- 
ton's last league win at Leeds was a 2-1 victory in September 
195L since when they have played 32 league games ut Ell and 
Road and come away with nothing better than a draw. 

LEEDS UNITED (From) Marryn. KiDr. W&ticraU. Radtbe. Harte. H.uonrt. Jcwv 
Bmvyer. HopLm. Karstea. Keuelt. HaucUumk. Smith, GuiwUe. Kiuruik. XVijn- 
ruiC. WoaSgare. Robmson. 

EVERTON (From)- Myhre. Dtmne. Unsworth. Mater.uri. Ball. Burnt)* Grant. 
Dacourt. Oster. Hutchison. Jeffers. Slmonsen. Wjtson. Bokjyoko. Oiiirrunni. 
O'Kane. Wrtr 
Suspensions: None. 

Referee: D EJIeray 


Liverpool v 
West Ham 

Paul Ince will miss his former dub's visit to Anfield through 
suspension. Also banned is Dominic Matteo, which gives Rigob- 
ert Song the chance of his full home debut in defence. Patrik 
Berger is likely to be available after a hamstring ifijuxy, which 
could see him in an attacking midfield trio alongside Jamie Red- 
knapp and Steve McManaman. Liverpool need to dose the five- 
point gap between themselves and Aston Villa, with fourth place 
in the Premiership the only certain Uefa Cup qualification po- 
sition. Three suc ce ssi v e away defeats have not helped their 
cause, but they have won their last five home league games. 
West Ham have a poor record at Anfield, but they beat Liver- 
pool 2-L at Upton Park earlier in the season. 

West Ham's Harry Redknapp feces injury problems. Italian 
striker Paolo Di Canio is out with a groin strain and Neil Rud- 
dock will miss the return to Liverpool with a calf injury. An out- 
tareak of flu has thrown doubts over the chances of IhexwSindaii; 
John Moncur and Samassi Abou. Gavin Holligan, Jimmy 
Bullard, David Partridge and Michael Camckhave ail been in- 
cluded in the squad 

LIVERPOOL (froml lames, Heggem. Suuncon. Carrjgtier. Sent:. Bjorncbyr. R«J- 
knapp. Beige*. McMaiuman. Thompson. Onvffi Fowtei. Riedie. Friorid. Harknesi. 
Leoniumsen. Babb. 

WEST HAM | froml: HUIop. Feidmand. Pe.vre. Lomas. Sinclair. Lampard, BerkoiL. 
UizarKfeS. Berhovic. Kicscn. Potts, Poe. Cole. Mmto. Forrest. Bullard. Holliran. Par- 
tridge. Carrick. 

: UuTpooi: ince. Maura Mast Ham: Dicks 
e:N Barry 



Middlesbrough 
v Tottenham 


x 


MIDDLESBROUGH FACE continued iqjuiy problems as they at- 
tempt to bounce back from their 5-0 midweek drubbing al Ever- 
ton. The defenders Gianhica Festa and Curtis Fleming, 
midfielder Phil Stamp and strikers Brian Deane and Hamil- 
ton Ricard are all out injured and their manager. Biyan Rob- 
son. indudes the youngsters Robbie Stockdale, Craig Harrison. 
Mark Summerbefl and Andy Campbell in an 18-man squad. Boro 
have beaten Spurs only once at home in the last fire visits by 
the Londoners, managing a 3-0 win in April 1993. Robson will 
be desperate for a result to stop Boro’s free foil continuing. 

Tim Sherwood is likely to make his full Premiership debut 
for Tottenham. George Graham's £3 8m signing from Blackburn 
missed the Worthington Cup semi-final win over Wimbledon on 
Tuesday because he was cup-tied, but is back in the squad for 
the trip north. Sherwood made an instant impact on his full debut 
in the FA Cup last weekend at Leeds, giving Spurs the lead in 
a l-l draw. Graham’s other recent signing. Mauricio Tbricco. 
was also cup-tied in midweek but is back in a near full-strength 
squad. Spurs have kept a dean sheet in four of their last five 
league wins at Boro. 

NODDLESBROUGH (from) Schwaner. Bemfcd. Sic* kettle. Cooper Vtckrrv Pol- 
lster. Gordon. Homwn. Kinder, Maddnon, Summrrbrll, lewmrnd. Gascoigne. Mus- 
tue. Moore. Beck. Campbell. Bbckmore 

TOTTIMHAM HOTSPUR (from): Itaftef. Coir. Freund. CjIOhiwiSJ. Nielsen. Tc*. 
Andenon. Ferdinand. Armstrong. Ginola. Vega. Iwersen. t.rrlicc. Shennixd. Sinton. 
Campbell. Voyng. Boartteen. 

I None 
i R Kamv 





Southampton v 
Newcastle 


SOUTHAMPTON MANAGER Dave Jones' ^ans to unleash Latvia's 
answer to Michael Owen on the Premiership have been held up 
because 22 -year-old striker Marian Pahars’ workpermitmgy take 
up to three weeks to come throu^L Pahars scored a hat-trick on 
his debut in English football last week for Saints' reserves. Mark 
Hughes starts his fourth suspension of the season, a two-match 
ban imposed after he collected his I4th booking of the campaign. 
Defender FTands Benali is in line for a recall after missing the 
last two months with a broken arm while midfielder Matt Le 
Ussier could make a surprise return to the squad after three 
weeks out with a torn hamstring. 

Newcastle’s midfielder Stephen Glass is out after picking up 
a knee injury in Wednesday’s 4-1 win over Coventry. Ruud GuT 
lit otherwise has a virtually full squad from which to choose. 

although Croatian midfielder Silvio Marie will not figure bereS 

his work permit has yet to be issued. " 

SOUTHAMPTON (homl Jam. Dodd. Montou. Lunckftuam, CoVier D 
den. Oakley KdcNouL Osrertswd. Bearrir. Le rosier. HUey. 

Bridge. Swnsgurd- ^ wnh - Bena "- Marshall. 

»®*CASTLE irrom) Gum Harper. Chanwr. Barion. Howra Datwj* r 

Solano. Hamjn n. Brady. Shejier. Ketsbaw. Sana, 

Rchms G Poll. 
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^^VlEE^RUGBY^^ROL^POI^P 2 ^^VlcALLIST^^r>i^FEARLESS LEADER P 3 Q 


Five Nations: England’s No 10-elect can expect a storming Scottish welcome as he stakes claim for World Cup told . 

■* ■ »' , 

Wilkinson enters the cauldron! 


§ 


IF EVERYTHING goes to plan - 
and in Anglo-Scottish terms 
things have largely gone to 
plan for England from the mo- 
ment Nigel Heslop scuttled 
over for a second-half try in 
Twickenham's south-west cor- 
ner eight years ago - England 
will lay down two highly signif- 
icant markers in retaining the 
Calcutta Cup for the umpteenth 
time this afternoon. They will 
establish themselves as odds- 
on favourites to win the 78th 
and final Five Nations' Cham- 
pionship and. in the process, un- 
veil their outside-half for the 
real business of this calendar 
rugby year, the World Cup. 

No, we are not talking Mike 
Catt here, although the Bath 
midfielder's high-octane ver- 
satility will prefry much guar- 
antee him a place in the squad 
come October The stand-off 
under debate - and he is very 
much a stand-off, regardless of 
the feet that he sports the No 
13 shirt today- is Jonny Wilkin- 
son. and at the risk of piling 
great steaming dollops of un- 
wanted pressure on the poor 
petal, he is in the perfect posi- 
tion to bring all the recent 
“Stransky for England” buf- 


by Chris hewett 

foonery to an early conclusion. 
Clive Woodward might easily 
have selected the 19-year-old 
wunderldnd in his optimum 
role for this game; indeed, were 
he still locked into the “sweet 
bird of youth” mindset that 
marked his first nine months or 
so as national coach, he would 
almost certainly have done so. 
But Wbodward has wised up 
since he fed Wilkinson to 15 
Wallaby-sbaped wolves in 
Brisbane last summer 

An outmgat inride centre be- 
hind a pack well capable of 
dominating both possession 
and territory is a far more sym- 
pathetic method of introducing 
a future general to the ranks. 

There is nothing new in the 
kid-glove theory of selection. 
The Australians did something 
very similar with the 20-year-old 
Michael Lynagh. back in the 
early 1980s; snugljKsandwiched 
between the great^^Iark Ella 
and the ever-dependable An- 
drew Slack, the maestro in 
waiting was afforded tbe priv- 
ilege of learning the interna- 
tional ropes at his own speed 
while laying the foundation df 


ENGLAND v SCOTLAND 

at Twickenham 


m 


N Beal Northampton 

D Rees Sale 

J Wilkinson Newcastle 

J Guscott Bath 

D Luger Harlequins 

M Catt Bath 

M Dawson Northampton 

J Leonard Harlequins 

R Cocke rfll Leicester 

D Garforth Leicester 

M Johnson Leicester 

T Rodber .. Northampton 

L Dallaglfo Wasps, capt 

N Back Leicester 

R Hill Saracens; 

IkplMTHl—T 16 M ftjTTf (Both). 17 
P Grayson (Noitrumptofl): 18 K 
Bracken (Saracens). 19 M Corry 
I Lett ester). 20 D Grewcack {Saracens): 
21 GRoMntree (Leicester): 22 N Mc- 
Carthy (Gtouaestei\ 


15 G Metcalfe Glasgow Ga{ 

14 C Murray .Edinburgh Reivers s 

13 A Tilt Edinburgh Reivers 

12 J Leslie Glasgow Cal 

11 K Logan Wasps 

10 G Townsend Brive 

9 G ArmstrongNewcastie. capt 

1 T Smith Glasgow Cal 

2 G Bulloch Glasgow Cal 

3 P Burnell.... London Scottish 

4 S Murray Bedford 

S'. S Grimes .’.Glasgow Cal ; 

6 P Walton Northampton 

7 M Leslie. -Edinburgh Reivers 

8 ;E POters...-;;.„..-.,_.-_iath; 

feptocwtMrts: 16 S Ue p aH (Glas- 
gow Cal): 17 C Chalmers (Edinburgh 
R): 18 I Mriay (Edinburgh R). 19 A 
ranOMy (Northampton): 20 A Reed 
(Wasps); 21 D HBna (Bath): 22 S 
Broawroxw (Edinburgh R) 


Referee: D McHugh (Ireland) Klck-olf: 2.30 (Sky Sports 2) 


a kicking routine that would 
establish him as the most pro- 
lific poin ts-ga therer in the his- 
tory of Test rugby. As a centre, 
Lynagh contributed 44 points to 
the Wallabies’ Grand Slam of 
Britain and Ireland in 1984. 
Within a year, he had moved 
into the green and gold No 10 
on a very long lease. 

Having over-hyped and over- 
faced Wilkinson last June, 
Woodward is understandably 
reluctant to make the same 
mistake twice. However; he 
' still gets carried away when- 
ever the Bey Wonder subject 
crops up in conversation. 

“Even though he is still a 
teenager and starting a Five 
Nations match for the first 
time, we believe Jonny can 
cope with anything Scotland 
migh t throw at him, " insisted 
the coach yesterday. “We're 
sure he can kick goals under 
pressure and, if the Scots tar- 
get him to capitalise on his in- 
. experience, we’re confident he 
will cope with the ordeaL” 

Woodward’s breathless en- 
thusiasm was echoed by 
Jeremy Guscott, no less: 
“Jonny is a natural organiser; 
he’s been telling us what to do 
all week,” he said. Wilkinson 
was wearing short trousers to 
. school and scurrying around 
\the mini-rugby fields of his 
toative south coast on a diet of 
orange squash and peanut 
' butter sandwiches when the 
“Bath legend made his first 
_ full Five Nations appearance 
for England, but there is no 
suggestion of any guv'nor- 
apprentice arrangement. Gus- 
cott knows a good 'un when he 
sees ohe. 

Much of the fascination of 
thislafternoon’s contest sur- 
rounds the rival. midfields, es- 
pecially now that Gregor 
- Tpwnsfend is back in his right- 
ful oiitride-half position to load 
the bullets and create the 
space for John Leslie to wreak 
his Otago -style havoc. In feet, 
Leslie represents a substantial 
threat to Wilkinson’s equilib- 
rium; the New Zealand south 
islander was good enough to 
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The England coach, Clrve Woodward (wearing cap), gives a tactical briefing before today’s big game at Twickenham 


David Ashdown 


impale Garin Hastings’ Lions 
on the rough end of the 
pineapple back in 1993 and if 
his performance against 
Wales a fortnight ago was any- 
thing to go by, he has lost 
none of his potency. 

Fbrall that, England are not 
so much worried about the 15 
Scotsmen on the field as the 


single tracksuited Borderer 
usually to be found prowling 
the touchlines. Jim Telfer 
knows more about this sea- 
son's bouquet of red roses, 
from Jason Leonard in the 
front row to Nick Beal at full- 
back, than they know about 
themselves; on the 1997 Lions’ 
tour of South Africa, he made 


it his business to workhis way 
into the hearts and minds of 
twb-thirds of this English team 
and, like the proverbial ele- 
phant, he forgets nothing. 

“You don't have to remind 
me about the threat he poses,” 
Lawrence Dallaglio, the Eng- 
lish captain, said this week “I 
have grpat respect for the 


things Jim does with a rugby 
team; he puts great emphasis. 
on getting the basics ab- 
solutely right and he demands 
intensity from his players. 
That victory over Wales a fort- 
night ago had Telfer stamped 
all over it” 

By the sameyardstickTfelfer 
needs no reminding that Eng- 


land hi> )d all the aces, particu- 
larly in the first phase areas of 
scrum and fine-out The Scots 
win play a quick game this af- 
tenioon; they wffl ruck like wild 
things and crawl over their 
white-shirted foe like a rash. 
But England will have the ball 
and, at this level, the ball counts 
for everything. 
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Friday's solution 
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ACROSS 


Last Saturday's solution 
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. LI 13 U Q a 53 13 , 

u cs a in a hi a 
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DOWN 

2 Vocal music - nothing giv- 
en to piano over a long 
period C5) 

3 This month L in front of 
spectators, kick off (9) 

4 Heath erhas taken m 
fashionable feature of 
winter coat 16) 

5 Get back to sort 
out historic sports 
statistics? (63,6) 

6 Embarrassed about 
theologian hanging round 
sleazy cafe (3-5) 

7 One’s head taking in 
parking information <5> 

8 Teams taking on leaders 
in European soccer break 
for refreshment (9) 

14 A source of power; infor- 
mation and inspiration 
used by King (9) 

16 The writer getting 
into abuse of steroid 
equipment in medical 
cabinet? (9) 

17 Extract of foxglove a 
blessing? It's easy to get 
hooked on i8) 

20 Surface of road 
where river-creature 
turns up (6) 

22 Requirements observed 
to nse. after daughter's 
settled in t5> 

24 Racket from hoots: en- 
veloping one (5) 


The first five correct solutions to this week's puzzle opened next Thurs- 
day receive hardbacked copies of the Oxford Dictionary of Quotations. 
Answers and winners' names will be published next Saturday Send 
solutions io Saturday Crossword, RO. Box 4018, The Independent, 1 
Canada Square. Canary Wharf, London El4 5BL Please use the box 
number and postcode and gfre your owopostoode. Last week’s win- 
ners: M Holgaie. Sevecoaks: A McArthur, Fleet; A Maguire. Monkstown; 
J Sheppard Sutton; P Roots. Ttmbridge Wells. 


lands Friendly aspects 
of church helping the 
poor? (6,8) 

9 Played a part - so need 
part to p%? (10) 

10 Wings of petrel forming 
outer covering (4» 

11 and 12 It’s what one 
stands for in the 

country! (8.6) 

13 Tbriasn commander 
trapping king in Indian 
town (4; 

15 Excess love’s to suffice in 
poetry (8) 

18 Officially noted as working 
with tape ii6i 

19 Last of players remains in 
the band <4> 

21 and 23 Handsome hero 
preparing to box rough- 

25 Something offensive to 
the eye will be long out 
of fashion >4> 

26 Rat microbe is 
destroyed as a result 
of some pressure (10> 

27 and 28 Bare sculptress 
should be bundled in floor 
covering <&6) 
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FA to cast a wider net 


WHEN THE Kevin Keegan era 
is done and dusted, the Fbotball 
Association will not shrink from 
treading foreign shores to find 
his successor as England coach. 

Senior sources at the FA 
gave strong indications yester- 
day that even if the best man for 
tbe job is not English, he will still 
receive serious consideration. 
Of course, the men currently in 
charge at Lancaster Gate still 
hope to persuade Keegan to 
stay on. 

The FA’s acting chief execu- 
tive, David Davies, not surpris- 
ingly found himself still 
defenefing the decision to employ 
Keegan as a stop-gap. 

“In the circumstances, we 
had to give the players the best 
chance of qualifying for the 
Euro 2000 finals,” he said. “We 
also believe that, come the aid 


By Chris Maume 

of tbe season, the choice in 
terms of who to go for may be 
significantly wider than.it is at 
this particular moment.” 

The obvious implication of 
that statement is that individu- 
als have already been targeted 
but are under contract with as- 
sorted dubs. 

Bryan Robson asked Keegan 
yesterday to come and watch 
Paul Gascoigne. Ke eg an's an- 
nouncement that Gazza could be 
welcomed back into the England 
fold during his reign was greet- 
ed favourably on Teesside. 

“Obviously that's a boost for 
Gazza,” Robson said. “I think 
he’s been playing well of late, 
and ft’s up to Gazza to keep play- 


ing well - and then it's up to 
Kevin Keegan. Gazza’s had a 
reasonable season for us and I 
think he’s coming on quite 
strongly wilii his fitness and wifti 
his game, so Td to recommend 
Kerin that he should have a look 
at him.” 

John Tbshack, whose reign as 
Wales manager was even short- 
er than Keegan's is likely to be 
in the England set-up, thinks 
Keegan wfil have a smoother 
ride during his four games in 
charge than Tbshack did in his 
tenure. 

Keegan’s former Liverpool 
team-mate resigned after just 
one match in charge - a 3-1 
home defeat by Norway - fol- 
lowing a row with the Fbotball 
Association of Wales. 

“They had decided they were 
going to get rid of Tteny Ybrath 


and they wanted me to replace 
him,” Tbshacksaid. “But my sit- 
uation was a different kettle of 
fish to Kevin's. Fbr a start I was. 
inSanSebastien coaching Real 
Sodedad. so I was working a 
k>ng way away from my players. 

“1 decided to give it a go for 
a period eft time until they sort- - 
ed somebody out, but once I saw . 
the house from the inside I re- 
alised it was not particularly. . 
nice.” 

“With Kevin we’re only talk- 
ing about three months and 
four games, that’s all I don’t 
think taring to do both johs will 

affect him and he will probably '•'! 
bounce one off the other He's 
more or less dictated what he •' 
wants from tbe FAand that’s tbe 
kind of lad he is. Whatever he - 
puts his mind to, you would not- . 
bet against him.” 


IN MONDAY’S 12-PAGE SPORTS SECTION 

'With Battersea the next stop, Britain's No 2 knows he has to be back to his best' 
JOHN ROBERTS ON GREG RUSEDSKI 
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Your life can change at any moment, if it does or you think it’s about to, come into your Lloyds BanK 
or TSB branch to arrange a Persona! Review. For more information call us on 0800 055 0180 
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WARS: 
BLOOD ON THE 
DANCEFLOOR 

FEATURES. PAGE 9 



IV1Y DESPAIR, 
BY LEWIS 
WOLPERT 

BOOKS. PAGE 14 





GLORIES OF 
A GARDEN 
IN SPRING 


GARDENING, PAGE 1 8 
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Flirting with 
the enemy 

When is it acceptable to take tea 
with a ‘war criminal’? Newly 
uncovered secret documents 
reveal that in 1 949 the British 
government was prepared to break any 
moral barrier to save its retreating army in 
Palestine. Here was a ghostly prelude to 50 
years of Arab/Israeli conflict... 

i 

• i 

i 

A fter the Second World War, Arab uprising against Britain in its last days of much freedom he would be given. The Grand Mufti's German coui 
Palestine was cru mb l in g. A rule in Palestine. sud d en appearance, the legation noted, had not sur- then lecture 

“hell-disaster”, ; Churchill No wonder; then, that the old Colonial Office file prised the Lebanese prime minister; RiadSolh, but his Lnterviewe 
called it Menachem Begin's was not released under the usual 30-year rule, but the Lebanese insisted that “a member of the in words tha 
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A fter the Second World WSan 
Palestine was cnimbfing. A 
"hell-disaster”, ; Churchill 
called it Menachem Begin's 
Irgun had blown up British 
headquarters at the King 
David Hotel in Jerusalem, the 
British were e x ecu t i n g Jew- 
ish "terrorists”, and the Jews 
had hanged two kidnapped British Army sergeants. 
The Arabs were determined to destroy the fixture 
Jewish state of Israel. The old imperial mandate 
was in a state of incipient civil wan You have only 
to open Colonial Office file 537/2643 to understand 

why in their moment of agony the Bri tis h toyed with 

the idea of negotiating with an Arab deric whom 
they had, only two years earlier; tried to extradite 
as a war criminal. 

Indeed, in 1941 Haj Amin Al-HusseinL the Grand 
Mufti of Jerusalem, had been chatting to Hitler in 
Berlin, urging the Reich to prevent the departure 
of European Jews to Palestine; and two years later 
he had been helping to raise a Muslim SS battal- 
ion in Sarajevo to fight on the Russian front. Later 
on, claim ing ignorance of the Jewish Holocaust, he 
told theGerman foreign minister Ribbenfrop in 1944 
that if Jews were to be “removed” from . Germany, 
“it would be infinitely preferable to send them to 
other countries where they would find themselves 
under active control Isicl, as fix- example, Riland.. ” 
When he attempted to flee Germany in 1945, the 
French captured the Grand Mufti, but allowed him 
to escape to Egypt In 1947he turned up in Lebanon 
as leader of the Palestinian Arabs, a powerful and 
influential voice that could pacify - or provoke - an 


Features 


Arab uprising against Britain in its last days of 
rule in Palestine. 

No wonder then, that the old Colonial Office file 
was not released under the usual 30-year rule, but 
kept secret for half a century. Its contents - aston- 
ishingly they were overlooked by historians on their 
release last month - speak not only of hidden con- 
tacts between the Grand Mufti and British diplo- 
mats in Cairo, but also of imperial despair in 
Palestine and, most dramatically of outrage at Jew- 
ish “reprisals” against Arab civilians which con- 
stituted, according to the British High 
Commissioner; "an offence to civilisation”. Indig- 
nation and fury permeate the file. So does defeat 

On 15 December 1947, Lieutenant General Sir 
Alan Cunningham sent a top secret memorandum 

by Robert Fisk 

to the British colonial secretary Arthur Creech- 
Jones, outlining the dvfl war in Palestine in fear- 
ful detaiL “Situation now is deteriorating," he 
wrote, “into a series of reprisals and counter- 
reprisals between Jews and Arabs, in which many 
innocent lives are bang lost the tempo of which may 
accelerate... I have been considering what steps 
could be taken to mitigate this dangerous situation. 
As fer as the Arabs are concerned it is undoubtedly 
a feet that word from the Mufti in the right quar- 
ter is probably now the only chance of inducing them 
to hold their hand until we have gone.” 

Haj Amin had arrived in newly independent 
Lebanon in earfy October 1947, and the British Lega- 
tion in Beirut immediately set out to discover how 


much freedom he would be given. The Grand Mufti's 
sudden appearance, the legation noted, had not sur- 
prised the Lebanese prime minister Riad Solh, but 
the Lebanese insisted that “a member of the 
Sfirete” was in constant attendance on Haj Amin, 
that his activities would be “controlled and re- 
stricted” by the Lebanese and that be “would not 
be allowed to indulge in any activities directed 

a ffifo st British intAwxrtQ** Ag nnr diplomats in ttpinif 

were well aware, however the British Middle East 
Office in Cairo had already made contact with the 
man whom Britain and the Allied Fbrces Command 
in Europe regarded as a war criminal. 

On 29 September our man in Cairo bad sent a 
secret note to the Foreign Office enclosing the re- 
port of an interview with the Mufti from “an unim- 
peachable source”. The carefully typed notes - 
presumably frwn a British intelligence officer -por- 
tray a man who realised that disaster faced the 
Arabs of Palestine. The Mufti refused to contem- 
plate thepartitionofPalestmeinto Jewish and Arab 
states. “He was not bargaining with the Zionists 
about a possession in dispute," says the report 
“Palestine, including Jaffa and the Negev; be- 
longed to the Arabs, and he did not recognise the 
right of anyone to ‘offer’ them what was theirs as 
a condition of consent to partition. It was like a rob- 
ber trying to make conditions on which he would 
return stolen property." Besides, Haj Amin said, “no 
form of partition. . . would finally satisfy the Zionists. 
Whatever they got would merely be a springboard 
from which to leap on more.” 

The Grand Mufti, who had supported the Arab 
revolt against British rule in the Thirties and bad 
subsequently sought refuge in Iraq after a pro- 
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German coup, 
then lectured 
his interviewee 
in words that must 
have taken the Briton's 
breath away. “Put your 
selves in the Arabs* 
place,” Haj Amin ad 
vised. “Remember 
yourselves in 1940. 

Did you ever think of 
offering the Germans 
part of Britain on condition 
that they let you alone in the rest? Of course not, 
and you never would." The answer to partition or 
a federal Palestine was “NO. categorically NO.” Jews 
would have the same rights as Arabs in a Palestinian 
nation “but the Arabs would never agree to any 
bestowal on the Zionists of political power or priv- 
ilege that put them above... the Palestinian state 
government”. 

There was no reason why Arabs and tbe British 
should not co-operate, Haj Amin said. But common 
interests “should not deceive the British into think- 
ing that any Arab leader would weaken where Pales- 
tine was concerned... Palestinian Arab enmity 
towards the British was purely political - they hated 
the policy that had founded... the Zionist national 
borne." If Britain (fid not support Zionist claims to 
Palestine, and rejected partition, “she would gain 
Arab friendship in a moment". But if the British con- 
tinued their support, “they could never hope for Arab 
co-operation, for the Arabs would then be co-op- 
erating in bringing about their own destruction" 

Then, in words which have an ironic historical 
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resonance, the Grand Mufti talked of the future. "He 
did not fear the Jews, their Stern. Irgun, Haganah 
[gangs]. The Arabs might lose at first they would 
have many losses, but in the end they must win." 
The Zionists “will eventually crumble inio nothing, 
and he did not fear the result unless of course 
Britain or America... intervened, and even then 
tbe Arabs would fight and the Arab world would be 
perpetually hostile.” 

When his British visitor suggested that the 
Arabs might do better to accept part of Palestine 
rather than risk losing alL Haj Amin replied: “Who 
are we? A handful of exiles. Nothing. But we shall 
never give in or surrender our principles no mat- 
terwhat bribe is offered" 

Should the British talk directly to Haj Amin? As 
fighting continued in Palestine, the British Lega- 
tion in Beirut reported to the Foreign Office on 27 
November that Haj Amin “no longer regards us as 
Arab Public Enemy No 1”. But “if a decision un- 
favourable to the Arabs is reached at the United Na- 
tions... it is probable that the ex-Mufti fsicl will be 
exposed to pressure from his extremist followers... 

Continued on page 2 
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Why we walk on by 

Sin I could not help having a wry 
smile when I read of the Home 
Secretary calling on the public to 
intervene when they encounter 
juvenile law-hreakers (“Straw 
condemns ‘walk on by 1 society”, 
lSEhbruary). 

The main disincentive for this 
action is die attitude of parents, the 
police and Crown Prosecution 
Service in the event that the children 
respond with violence, ox; even 
worse, make false accusations of 
inappropriate behaviour against yon. 
It is also not uncommon for good 
citizens to be assaulted by the 
parents of young vandals should they 
have the temerity to point out their 
behaviour 

I would not consider taking action 
unless there were a host of reliable 
witnesses about, and I felt I could 
safely defend myself should the 
need arise. 

DM WILLIAMS 
Southend-on-Sea, Essex 

Sir Congratulations to our Home 
Secretary. We must each be ready to 
try and stop unruly behaviour Bat 
what he advocates wQl not come 
about until there is an end to that 
foolish parrot-cry of “Do not take the 
law into your own hands." He is 
asking us to do just that instead of 
standing by and waiting for a 
p oliceman. 

It is necessary for Parliament and 
the courts to give effect to his 
assertion that we should each act to 
maintain public order. The 
policeman who was prosecuted and 
fined for walloping a youth should 
have been thanked instead. 

Teachers are afraid to try and 
discipline their pupils for fear that, if 
they touch a pupil, they will be 
charged with assault 

It is old-fashioned to say it but 
what is needed is lie teaching of 
discipline, that is to say, 
self discipline, and concern for the 
well-being of other people, at an 
early age. Because lack of courtesy, 
and of concern for other people, has 
become so widespread, the ordinary 
citizen is afraid to do the kind of 
thing to which Jack Straw referred. 
Nevertheless, we should salute Him, 
act as he says, and hope that he may 
have started a turn in the tide. 
SGRATWICKQC 
SevenoakSjKent 

Baby ‘experiments’ 

Sin The headline on your report on 
theuseofanewtypeofventflatorfor 
premature babies tells us that “28 
babies die in hospital experiment” 

(18 February). 

Last month I returned from 
several years in Tanzania as a 
volunteer teacher in a technical 
school and in a university medical 
school We designed and built a low- 
cost low-tech incubator for 
premature babies. In Tanzania, the 
cost of commercial incubators puts 
them out of reach for most hospitals. 

One of our principal aims was to 
design something which looked as 
nearly as possible like a cot and not 
like piece of technology. 
Paediatricians know that the death 
rate amongst prematures under lfeg 
birthweigbt is very high, perhaps 90 
per cent in village conditions. An 
incubator might save half of these 
deaths. Howevec the mothers do not 
distinguish full-term babies from 
prematures; they are all just babies. 
Some of these wfll die, but not half of 
them. If you have a (premature) baby 
in hospital and they put it in an 
incubator; it is much more likely to 
die than the average baby. 

Conclusion: incubators cook babies; 
don't let them put your baby into one. 

One can understand a woman 
from a village in one. of the world’s 
poorest countries confusing 
elementary statistical points; but 
one does expect the sort of person 
who wrote your headline to know 
better - particularly as it is pointed 
out that the death rate for babies 
kept in the new ventilatorwas not 
different from that of other babies. 

Our “Moshi hotcot" was a great 
success and is in use in other 
hospitals. There are many children 
alive now because of it We did a lot of 
laboratory development work, but 
there was bound to come a time 
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when the device would be used for 
the first time on real babies. If you 
like, we experimented on them. 
What else could be done? Were we 
unethical? I thought we were trying 
to help. 

J CARR 
Huddersfield, 

WestYorkshire 

Sir. The questions that need to be 
asked about the North Staffordshire 
stud|y are very simple: 

Did those planning the study 
reasonably believe that the 
experimental treatment was at least 
as good as or better than 
conventional treatment? 

Was consent obtained from the 
parents? 

Was that consent truly informed 
consent? 

Did those babies who received the 
experimental treatment do worse 
than those who received 
conventional therapy? 

If so, was it possible to discern the 
outcome of the study before the 
study was completed so that if 
necessary it could be terminated 
early? 

If these questions cannot be 
properly answered then those 
responsible for the study deserve to 
be pilloried- Until that time, perhaps 
Hie Independent should devote 
itself to folding out the facts rather 
Ilian stigmatising an entire 
profession. We are not the orify trade 
which needs to avoid the sin of 
arrogance. 

Dr DAVID THOMAS 
Cardiff 


Modified famine 

Sin I am at a loss to fathom what 
need mankind has of genetically 
modified foods. 

We are repeatedly told by 
biotechnology companies and not a 
few politicians that genetically 
mortified foods are foe solution to the 
developing world’s ills. In the West 
we produce more food than we know 
what to do with. In the developing 
world people starve fora variety of 
reasons, few having anything to do 
with the inability of their lands to 
produce the food they need to 
sustain them. Genetically modified 
foods will do little to help the 
starving in Africa, but stable 
government and an end to 
internecine slaughter will cure many 
of their woes. 

Even supposing peace and 
stability could be brought to the 
worst famine-afflicted regions, are 
we to believe that this wonder 
technology is to be given away at a 
price which foe poorer nations could 
sustainably afford to pay? 

The case in favour of genetically 
modified foods has nothing to do with 
any benefit that mankind may derive 
therefrom and everything to do with 
control and money. Biotechnology 
companies are currently engaged in 
a race to acquire control over foe 
methods of, and money spent on, 
food production. No doubt foe 
financial means will be found to foist 
this technology on to an 
unsuspecting developing world and 
thus increase the dependency of foe 
developing world on the West far 


from helping the poorer nations to 
feed themselves. 

It is at best a foolhardy exercise 
and at worst the most cynical 
example of the exploitation of foe 
developing world we have yet seen. 
SIMON TUDOR-PRICE 
London SW15 

Sin At least we now know foe next 
stage in the Blairite project New 
Labour New Fbod. 

JOHN GHUBRAND 
Menai Bridge, Anglesey 

Gesture for peace 

Sir: Maybe the best way to solve the 
logjam over ERA decommissioning is 
for Britain to take its natural place 
on foe highest moral ground. 

The IRA refuses to hand in 
weapons because they see this as 
surrender and humiliation. But what 
but such confusion would you expect 
from them? The IRA are only 
terrorists: I know this because I read 
it in foe British press. The people 
who brought you Bloody Sunday fay 
contrast, are Security Forces. 

Since the latter are so much more 
honourable than foe IRA, let them 
lead the way on surrendering 
weapons too (just on a token, 
symbolic basis, of course). Alter all, 
lb ny Blair told foe IRA that their 
decommissioning would be not 
surrender; but a declaration of foe 
victory of peace. 

THOMAS HUTCHISON 

McFADDEN 

PernbrofceCo&ege, 

Oxford 


Feeble Euro-Tories 

Sir It was good to see foe pro-euro 
Tbries pleading for the Government 
to come off the fence on their plan for 
joining the single currency (“Brown 
will issue advice to business on 
trading In euro", 19 Ffebruaxy). 

However; their assertion that they 
cannot crusade for early 
membership until the Prime Minister 
gives foe official lead we all crave is 
astonishingly feeble. It underlines 
the sad reality that foe pro-euro 
Tories are essentially too weak to do 
other than extensive silent hand- 
wringing. They have no clout left at 
AIL Hie courageous demarche of the 
DonneUy-5tevens dissident Toiy 
group ism impressive contrast 

The feebleness in official circles 
and amongst the Tory europhiles is 
sadly mirrored in the total deafening 
silence of the European Movement 
This is supposed to be a crusading 
or g ani s ation pressing hard for euro 
membership for the UK In equally 
sad reality it has now effectively 
become an arm of the same 
government andfrs hesitations. 

Until Labour gives a decisive lead, 
industry lacks foe legal authority to 
persuade shareholders and others to 

support si gnifican t spending on 

essential technical preparations. The 
Chancellor needs to find the 
necessary political courage, without 
delay. 

The referendum must surety be 
held before foe next election. 

HUGH DYKES 
London Wl 

Mummy in garden 

Sir You should have doneyour 
spadework before publishing your 
story “Egyptian mummy found 
buried in garden” (15 February). My 
father did die a year after bringing 
bade the mummy’s remains from 
Egypt - but there was no curse and 
no one in my family ever suggested 
that there had been. John Wilhelm 
Rowntree, who was not an “explorer" 

hwtM Q uaker historian, had heen in 

bad health long before he ever came 
into contact with the mummy. 

The artefact was not displayed in 
the library, as you report, but in a 
coach house some way from the 
main building. Nor was it “hastily 
buried” by “grieving relatives". It 
was disposed of more than20years 
; after my fathers death because it 
.. had begun to decompose. 

• JEAN ROWNTREE . ' 
Stone4n-Oxney,Kent 

IN Brief 

Sin Michael T Phillips Qettec 18 
February) must be very unlucky with 
his torn copies of The Independent, 
although he does have a point Does 
“bigger and better" really mean that 
or are we readers of the broadsheets 
and quality Sundays merely keeping 
the paper recyders in business? 
However; I think that I must be very 
lucky indeed, for Richard, my paper- 
boy wilL in all weathers, carefully 
disassemble the various sections and 
feed them individually through the 
letterbox precisely in order to 
prevent my receiving a tom 
newspaper 
J J S GOSS 

Bletchley, Buckinghamshire 

Sin The Rev Peter Mullen (Religious 
Notes, 16 February) says foe 
overwhelming argument for 
establishment of the Church of 
England is that “all inhabit the same 
plot ... this realm ... this common 
language and shared history .. . the 
need to remain religious in the 
English mode”. That is in fact a 
definition of a localised sect, not a 
great world religion. It is nationalism, 
parochialism and cultural d omina tion 
- called “comprehensiveness”. 

Dom ALB ERIC STACPOOLE 
Amplqfbrth Abbey, York 

Sir: Adam LeBox; in his poignant 
article on the visit of the judge and 
jury to Domachevo (17 February) , 
made one important error. The Jews 
did not die for their religion; they died 
because they were bom Jews. Giving 
up their religion would not have 
saved them. 

BERNARD FOX 
Hove, East Sussex 


Flirting with the enemy 


Continued from page one 
Contact even of a most informal sort with 
British officials might serve as a safety 
valve." The British memorandum, marked 
"Secret", adds that although Haj Amin's 
“dubious past renders the prospect of even 
unofficial contact with him distasteful", it 
could not be denied “that he enjoys very 
considerable prestige and influence and he 
may still play a part in the future govern- 
ment of Palestine". The Mufti had “learnt 
a lesson through backing the wrong side 
in the last war", and “advantage might be 
taken of his anti-Communist leanings 7 ’. 

Riad Solh, the Lebanese prime minis- 
ter; had already offered to arrange a meet- 


ing between the Mufti and a Beirut-based 
British diplomat called Evans, over cups 
of tea - Evans had been “non-committal" 
to the idea - but “I think it would be all to 
the good for a member of my staff to see 
him occasionally," the Legation head 
wrote. It would now pay the British “hand 
over fist” to exert ary influence to avoid a 
wholesale dash with Palestinian Arabs. 
Meeting the Mufti as “an individual” would 
not mean “that His Majesty's Government 
had abandoned their principles or con- 
doned the Mufti's misguided Isicl past., 
if... he has hada change ofheart, mild and 
discreet contacts with the British might 
give him a chance to prove it If the leop- 


ard is still the same we shall soon Gnd the 
spots under his henna.” 

Beneath this eloquent letter: the British 
diplomat had added in his own hand the 
damning remark that the US assistant mil- 
itary attache in Lebanon had already paid 
a visit to the Mufti. By mid-December; Gen- 
eral Cunningham was pleading from 
Jerusalem for pressure on Haj Amin “to 
get him to dissuade local Arabs from fur- 
ther violence. .. while we are still here”. But, 
the High Commissioner noted, “it is dear 
that we cannot approach the Arabs with- 
out taking parallel action against the 
Jews. We are, of course, doing all we can 
to point out to Jews the unmitigated foDy 


of their actions which can only end in fu- 
ture bitterness which may well in foe end 
mean disaster for their new State.” Jew- 
ish claims that their actions were carried 
om fay “dissident groups" had proved to be 
untrue and It can be seen that the Jews 
have inflicted many more casualties on foe 
Arabs than foe reverse. Practically all [Jew- 
ish] attacks have been against buses or in 
dvflian centres.” 

And, in a remarkable moment of angez; 
Cun ningham concluded that “we have 
never at any time on the slightest excuse 
escaped vociferous and hysterical accu- 
sations by Jews that we were a people who 
were prone to brutal reprisals. Now they 


[the Jews] have themselves come out with 
reprisals of a kind which would not have 
crossed the mind of any soldier here, and 
which are an offence to civilisation.” 
Cunningham's plea for discussions with 
the Mufti was forwarded to the Foreign Of- 
fice. Within days, however; foe Legation in 
Beirut was ordered to make no contact with 
Hsq Amin. British MPs had long demand- 
ed his trial for war crimes and our ally King 
Abdullah of Jordan - foe late Ring Hus- 
sein's grandfather - hated foe Mufti. The 
British departed from Palestine in disgrace, 
leaving Arab and Jew to fight for foe land. 
Three-quarters of a million Palestinians 
fled or were expelled from theirhomes. The 


Arabs did not eventually win, as Hqj Amin 
had predicted, and the 51-year old Israeli 
state did not end in disaster as Cunning- 
ham had suggested it might. Israeli 
spokesmen regularly condemn foe Mufti 
far his flirtation with Nazism, and have 
sought to demonise foe Palestinians with 
his name. But recent research suggests 
that he was an Arab nationalist rather than 
a national socialist - his fairest biograph- 
er is a former Israeli military governor of 
foe occupied West Bank. 

The Mufti died in Beirut in 1974, ignored 
and largely forgotten even in Lebanon. 
Among the mourners at his funeral was 
Yasser Arafat 
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For food to be ‘safe’, 
our countryside 
must be protected 

HERE is an intriguing exercise in comparative con- 
temporary history. Rewind the video of British politics 
back not quite two years, to 6 March 1997. A report into 
hygiene in abattoirs had found serious risks of the 
Spread of E coli bacteria, but it was not shown to min- 
isters and its recommendations were not acted on. The 
. leader of the opposition was incredulous. Tbny Blair 
demanded to know: “*Wh.en will someone in the 
government take responsibility for the proper and 
competent administration of our affairs?” 

Now that the boot is on the other foot, how does it 
fit? It is now two-and-a-half weeks since the Leader 
of the Opposition caught Mr Blair unawares at Prime 
Minister's Questions on an issue of food safety. Since 
then, the “hoo-ha” has inflated into a felly fledged food 
scare, cul min ating this past week in a series of front- 
page frighteners in other newspapers. Two years ago, 
ministerial reassurances failed to reassure, and 
opposition demands for minis terial resi gna tions were 
brushed aside. The same is true today. 

However; there are important differences. E coli 0157 
has killed many people, and poses a Ear more potent 
and immediate threat to consumers than genetically 
modified food. And the Government’s response has in 
fact been different True, there have been imcomfort- 
able echoes of John Major’s tetchiness in Mr Blair’s 
tone, and Jack Cunningham has been hopeless. But 
Jeff Hooker; the deputy Agriculture Minister; has 
- explained bow he is tightening up the labelling of GM 
food and what he is doing about GM crops in his matter- 
of-fact Birmingham accent, and with the confidence 
that transparently comes from knowing what he is 
talking about 

The truth is that there is a lot more to worry about 
in our food than genetically modified ingredients. GM 
soya, tomatoes and maize cause no direct harm - the 
risk is only that some unintended consequence of alter- 
ing plant genes may damage human health in some 
unforeseeable w$y at some time in the future. Mean- 
while there are direct and real risks of death fromE 
coH , salmonella, listeria and aflat/urins Then there are 
potential risks that ought to be more worrying than 
messing about with DNA, such as the use of chemi- 
cals on crops and antibiotics on animals and farmed 
fish. Some of these risks are increased by intensive 
farming methods, others hypoor itygiene in food pro- 
duction or preparation. All of them require rigorous 
government supervision and control - 
So Mr Blair should be applauded for preparing to * 
set up the IfoodStapdanlS Agency. Inrailthe fuss over, 
the mad scheme to fend it by charging a fiat-rate tax - 
on supermarkets and sandwich kiosks alike - which 
the Prime Minister has already suggested will be 
changed - the central point has been lost Which is that 
the agency will be answerable to the Department of 
Health rather than the Ministry of Agriculture. This 
is vital, because the aspect of the GM foods saga that 
inspires least confidence is the conduct of big com- 
panies, primarily Monsanto, whose profits depend on 
further mtensifying and industrialising farming. 

Our colleagues on other newspapers have this issue 
completely wrong. What should alarm us is not GM 
food, but crops that have been genetically modified to 
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make them resistant to Monsanto’s weedkillers and 
pesticides. Whole prairies in the US have been turned 
into “green concrete”, in which GM soya or maize 
grows - and nothing else. No weeds, no wild flowers, 
no wildlife. This does not bother Americans, who live 
in a big country, with wilderness areas larger than the 
United Kingdom. But two-thirds of Britain is cultivated, 
and skylarks, com buntings and many small furry 
mammals have nowhere else to live but farmland. 

Oddly enough, on the same day two years ago that 
Mr Blair was demanding minister ial accountability for 
safe meat, his colleague Tony Banks, now a minister, 


accused the Tories of being “prepared to let people be 
poisoned by rotten stinking food when they could 
have healthy organic food". 

It was rhetorical overkill, of course, but neither this 
government nor the last is doing enough to encour- 
age less intensive agriculture. 

Meanwhile, demand for organic food is rising so East 
that much of it has to be supplied from abroad. A Flood 
Standards Agency accountable to the Health Depart- 
ment is not enough. We need a powerful Green 
Ministry to protect the diverse wildlife of our 
countryside, too. 


The backward glance when 
you’re packed and ready to go 


Mr Blair is the real 
Bennite now 


READERS OLD enough to remember the crazy years 
when Tony Benn nearly gained coni ml of the Labour 
Party will recall the methods his supporters used. 

They fixed constituency delegations and trade union 
block votes in defiance of the wishes of the "rank and 
file” members in whose name their revolution was being 
carried out. 

One reader who is old enough to remember this is 
Tony Blair, who helped persuade John Smith to tran.N- 
form Labour's internal democracy in ima. abolishing 
trade union block voles in the selection of parliament- 
ary candidates and the election of the party leader. 
Another year on. Mr Blair was himself elected leader 
under this new franchise. More than three-quarters of 
a million trade union members, who paid their few pence 
to the Labour Party on top of their union dues, voted 
as individuals in a nation:il ballot, and helped choose 
their future prime minister. 

But now he has betrayed that legacy Today the 
Labour Parti 1 in Wales votes to choose its leader ;ind 
likely first minister of the Welsh Assembly. Superficially, 
the system looks the same as that under which Mr Gbar 
was elected. The votes are divided in equal thirds 
between MPs (and Welsh Assembly candidates*, parly 
members and Labour-supporting trade unionists. But 
trade union leaders have been allowed to cast block 
votes on behalf of their unions, and to decide for them- 
selves how to do so. 

Yesterday, the GMB general union announced the 
result of a "branch consultation ballot" in favour of Alun 
Michael, the establishment candidate, against Khudri 
Morgan, the troublemaker. We are back in the worst 
dark days of Bennism. only this time Mr Blair and the 
GMB are the Bcnnites. 

The GMB bosses "consulted" their branches and then 
added up the membership of each branch to produce 
figures for their spurious “ballot". In every secret vote 
that has been held in Wales, whether of Labour mem- 
bers or of trade unionists. Mr Morgan has beaten Mr 
Michael hands down. 

This may not reflect fairly the merits of the two cand- 
idates: Mr Morgan is a disorganised joker; while Mr 
Michael is dull but efficient But it fairly reflects the 
resentment that Labour members and supporters feel 
at Mr Blair’s attempt to fix the outcome of a decision 
they thought had been devolved to them. What is the 
point of handing power from Westminster to Cardiff if 
the Labour Party is going to act as though the UK is 
a one-party state? “If we can’t actually trust Labour 
Party members with decision-making within the 
Labour Party, how on earth are we going to go out and 
try to win support for the Labour Party in the broader 
community?” As one Mr Blair said in 1992. 

Of course, that same Mr Blair learnt another lesson 
from Labour’s civil war in the early Eighties: that a 
democratic party that is serious about winning must 
be united. But, as he argued, that unity cannot be fixed 
or imposed by bureaucratic means. He has to win the 
ai^ument in his own party that Mr Morgan would be 
an electoral liability - or. for that matter, that Ken Liv- 
ingstone would use the mayoralty of London as a 
power base from which to undermine the Labour Gov- 
ernment That he has not even attempted to make either 
case suggests that neither is true, and that the attempt 
to block Mr Morgan and Mr Livingstone will in the end 
be a much greater liability for the party; 
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IT ONLY realty begins to kick in dur- 
ing the last three days. It may be a 
trip you have known about for weeks 
but because thinking about it involves 
> all kinds of unpleasant possibilities, 
’* you tend to push reality away And 
then the exigencies of travel m a ke 
further evasion impossible. The 
phone c alls from the office multiply. 
Queries about air tickets, money 
and tips, and advice from others 
who have travelled the route before 
you There are crackty phone calls 
from fixers with exotic names in far- 
away places prom i sin g to meet you 
at the airport or haggling over their 
daily rate- 11 couW he a mere Amir 
in Afghanistan, Kumiai in Colombo, 
V in Johannesburg, or a hundred 
other names femiliar to the people of 
the road. 

I love travel but I hate the leaving 
the sense of instability and msecunty 
it creates in the atmosphere. That is 

why I try to pack my bag when there 

is nobody else in the house, always 
at the last minute. And once packed 
I by to hide it away. Who am I ftxtf- 
. fog? Of course my loved ones know 
** I am g oing but somehow I fed that 
bag sitting in the hall way is too empty 
a sight for all of us. 

There was a time when I derided 
those of my colleagues who were su- 
perstitious. Martin Bell’s white suit 

was not for me. Too theatrical by half, 

I thought But something has been 
happening because these days I too 

carry charms. There Is a Khmer staff 

I picked up in Cambodia: a small 
wooden icon of the Madonna and 
Child; and my beloved Claddagh 


heart and above them a crown. Love, 
honour and friendship is the gener- 
al idea. I never travel without it 

Why the superstition after all 
those years of sneering disbelief? I 
think it has something to do with age. 
I am lurching towards the big 40 mid 
I am looking forward to my 70th birth- 
day. Anything 1 can possibly do to 
ward off bad luck, I will do. When I 
am heading off to one of the world’s 
bad lands, I do nay best to avoid think- 
ing about the possible dangers. I as- 
sess the risks as best as possible, and 
with that done, Itxy to push the dark- 
er thoughts to one side. 

When colleagues of your own gen- 
eration have died in war zones, there 
is naturally a much greater aware- 
ness of mortality. Suddenly death is 
no longer only something that hap- 
pens to the people you are reporting 
on: the high-velocity round; the shell 
fragment, the machete blow - they 
all smash through the illusion of 
invufoerahifity Briefyourseff wefl but 
do not dwell on the fearful possibili- 
ties. That way madness lies. 

I like to leave early in the morn- 
ing when everybody is asleep. No 
tirna then for sad goodbyes. I move 
around the sOent house gaihering my 
hots and pieces, gulp down a-black cot 
fee and wait for the grovri of the taxi 
in the street outside. But on this lat- 
est trip to Africa it didn't quite work 
out like that I was shaving in the 
bathroom when I beard a knock on 
the door I opened it and saw nty 
three-year-old son standing their 
sleepy-eyedL 

“My name is Daniel Patrick 



FERGAL 

Keane 

I put my son to bed and 
waited outside for the car. 
I needed to be moving; to 
get a grip on my emotion 


ThepoorcMdwasbatf asleep. Some- 
thing had woken him A dream per- 
haps, or was it my presence moving 
around the house? 

I picked him up and he fell asleep 
again wi thin seconds. Feeling him 
dose to me, sleepy and warm, I 
wanted to pick up the telephone and 
cancel the trip. But I couldn’t and so 
I earned him to our bedroom and set- 
tled him in beside his mother. And 
then I crept out and down the stairs 
onto the street I needed the car to 
come; I needed to be moving; I need- 
ed to get a grip on my emotion. 

And so I left for another early 
morning rendezvous at the airport 
Cfe Heathrow Oh Heathrow-that for- 
lorn temple of the foreign corre- 
spondent The sight of my traveling 


tend to choose your fellow travellers 
with as much care as possible. If you 
are going to dangerous or unstable 
places, you need people who don't 
panic, who are not gung-ho mer- 
chants, and who have a strong sense 
of humour. Kevin and Nigel are too 
such gents specialists in the black hu- 
mour of the road. 

There is one vital ritual to com- 
plete before leaving Heathrow: the 
purchase of whisky and cigarettes. 
These are not for our own con- 
sumption - honestly - but our gifts 
for potentially useful and co-opera- 
tive people at the other end Believe 
me, many an army colonel has been 
charmed by the introduction of a bot- 
tle of Johnny Walker into the con- 
versation The cigarette has been the 
passport to co-operation at many a 
dodgy road block. 

First the handshake (never let go 
of a man’s band in such a situation 
- he is much less likely to blow you 
away if he can feel your hand in his) 
and then the offer of a smoke. For 
the really uncooperative road block, 
Xoffera packet of cigarettes; for the 
psychotic, a whole carton. The 
whisky, of course, must never ever 
be produced at a road block. The 
men blocking your way may already 
be drunk. The last thing they need 
is fire water that will rev them up 
even more. 

The road can be a very lonely 
place. Where there are telephones 
it is possible to mitigate the loneli- 
ness. Nothing is sweeter than the 
voice of a loved one over the distant 
miles. You long to hear the most 


Has the bqy’s cold gone yet? After 
what can sometimes be days of hor- 
ror and fear you live for the soft re- 
assuring voice of the normal. At 
night when the beers come out 
and we are all congregated in some- 
one’s hotel room (it is the luckless 
Kevin, the youngest of us on this 
trip), we start out with other stories 
of places we have been. 

There is almost an element of 
besting one another “You think that 
was bad Whit until I tell you about 
Kisangani.” But sooner or later we 
end up talking about home and those 
we miss. Kevin is talking about foot- 
ball a lot on this trip, but then he al- 
ways does. He is a Queens Park 
Rangers fen, a devoted one despite 
some cruel mockery from the rest of 
us. Kevin’s great strength is his 
calm. I have yet to see him lose his 
temper; which travelling in Africa is 
some testament to his forbearance. 
Big Nigel Is a prince of the road: the 
man who for several years in Bosnia 
was cameraman to Martin BelL You 
feel safe around big NigeL He has a 
lucky aura. 

Vfe have a lot of work to do here. 
Long days among some very strange 
people. But home is just a week away. 
And on the road that is what you lire 
for: homecoming. It is that inde- 
scribable feeling when the taxi slows 
to a halt outside your front door and 
your child’s face appears at the win- 
dow; laughing. And then you promise 
yourself you will not go to such 
places again. And this time you realty 
do mean it 
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the question of an invisible stranger cheered me up. In this business, you latest on the tiling job in the kitchen? Correspondent 
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MONITOR 

All the News of the World 

Genetically modified food • Kevin Keegan's part-time job • Hillary Clinton's ambitions 


Ocalan's arrest 


Jack Straw has a go 


GENETICALLY MODIFIED FOOD 


Comment on public anxiety about the 
safety of genetically altered food 


THE DAILY 
Telegraph 

THE GOVERNMENT deserves to be 

supported against those who 
scream for new bans and. morator- 
iums. But it would be quite wrong 
to suggest that nothing serious is at 
stake here. Ignorant as most of us 
may be about the science involved, 
we are surely right to sense that the 
growing possibilities of breaching 
the species barrier are threatening 
to our sense of the order of being and 
our human place in it We need guid- 
ance across this new territory and 
we are uncomfortably aware that we 
are not getting it 


the Times 

MANY CONSUMERS are under the 
impression that “Frankenstein 
foods" have yet to escape from the 
laboratory, even though 60 per cent 
of processed foods contain genetic- 
alb' modified sqya. Giving shoppers 
more information about what food 
contains is the surest way to allay 
their fears. Genetic engineering is 
a complex issue which cannot be ad- 
dressed by soundbite assurances or 
allegations. If Mr Hague confronts 
consumers' fears in an adult man- 
ner, r eaffirming his belief that in- 
formed individuals should make 
their own decisions about what they 
eat he win win plaudits. If not he 
will find that food scares are creat- 
ing a Frankenstein’s monster which 
he cannot control 


The Birmingham 
post 

Once again, the vested interests of 
corporations, governments - and 
sheer greed - have introduced an- 
other potential for disaster into the 
human diet: a mrbtaii sw imming in 
artificial substances, food which is 
irradiated, treated, modified and 
mutated. Fbod poisoning has been 
at an all-time high. As if the lessons 
of BSE and the salmonella in eggs 
scandal were not enough, the gen- 
etically modified food scandal again 
exposes the fact that where public 
health issues and safety are con- 
cerned, the controlling authorities 
and regulating bodies are too inept 


to tackle the issue of GMs. Let us 
hope that toe smah business corner 
shop can win back customers from 
the multiples by selling natural 
produce. (Fay Goodman) 


New statesman 

SCIENTISTS HAVE to make a living 
like anybody else and those in the 
forefront of biotechnology research, 
hungry for grants from industry and 
government, are hardly likely to sup- 
port a moratorium on further work. 
So what should the Government do? 
One answer is to produce food in 
order to feed people, not to make 
profits. Another perhaps more real- 
istic, is to treat people as adults, giv- 
ing them the (uncertain) facts, 
insisting on proper labelling and 
then allowing them to make up 
their own minds. Which is exactly 
the polity that governments adopt 
for the riskiest products of alL to- 
bacco and alcohol. 


THE SUN 

ALTERING THE way Mother Nature 
produces the things we eat may well 
be to everyone's benefit But no one 
is going to be reassured by the glib 
words of any politician, least of all 
Jack Cunningham. And while Lord 
Sainsbuiy (recognise the name, 
shoppers?) is a junior minister the 
Government will find it hard to con- 
vince anyone it has no axe to grind. 
The Sun has never made the mis- 
take of leaping on to the band- 
wagon of every latest scare story. Wb 
didn’t do it with Aids or BSE - and 
we're not going to with GM. What we 
need is exhaustive scientific tests 

and an nnhiasart, factual opinion. 


THE MIRROR 

THE ATTACKS on Lord Sainsbury 
area red herring in the storm over 
GM foods. For it all comes down to 
the public's lack of confidence in 
their safety. Tony Blair: usually so in 
touch with public opinion, is for mice 
out of step. He must understand feat 
his opinions on these controversial 
new products cannot be rammed 
down people’s throats - any more 
than GM foods can be. 


Leader’s fate inflames Kurds 


Turkish Daily news 

TURKEY IS a powerful state whose arms 
can extend everywhere to apprehend a 
criminal and bring him to justice. Hirkey 
has proved that it is an asset for its 
friends and a dreaded enemy for its foes. 
Ithas flexed its muscles in the Ocalan event 
and has proven its value. Turkey not only 
pushed Ocalan out of Syria but also 
prevented ary European country from 
giving refuge to this terrorist leaden His 
arrest is only the beginning. We feel he 
should be brought to justice without any 
delay or hiss. However; we all have to be 
on guard against emotional separatist 
terrorist outbursts these days, both at 
home and in Europe. 


LA STAMPA 
Italy 

ALL THE European countries have good 
reasons to try to stay away from the 
Ocalan case. Germany has to think about 
its 2 million Ttirfes and half a million Kurds 
residing on its territory and about the pos- 
sible risks for its public order Greece al- 
ready hag very difficult relations with 
Turkey. In Italy, part of the leftist parties 
have close ties to the PKK [Kurdish Work- 
ers’ Party] and the volatile government 
majority may split over Ocalan. But the 
truth is that the Kurds are a nation, the 
PKK is a party and the European Union 
is neither 

The Kurdish problem may even be im- 
possible to solve. Europe doesn’t have the 
courage to either to face it or simply deny 
it As it always happens, Europe could onty 
■cover its weakness with silence. 


M AAR IV 
Jerusalem 

TURKEY WILL be Sony that O calan was 
captured. The Kurds will express their feel- 
ings not onty in the streets of Europe but 
also by acts of terror in Turkey Wbrid opin- 
ion sees people such as Ocalan as freedom 
fighters. If he is sentenced to death, world 
leaders wifl act for his amnesty, the Kurds 
will take hostages in an effort to win the 
freedom of their leader The struggle for 
Kurdish independence will be renewed. It’s 
questionable whether all this is worth the 



ABDULLAH OCALAN’S ARREST 


Verdicts on Turkey's capture and intended trial of the 
leader of the Kurdish Workers' Party, Abdullah Ocalan 


head of the leader of the underground, who 
was seen as an escaped terrorist 


THE AGE . 

Australia 

IF AUSTRALIAN Kurds are genuine about 
making rep r es entations on behalf of Kurds, 


they could do worse than exploit that re- 
lationship and whatever leverage we can 
exert Tbrfcey’s treatment of the Kurds re- 
mains a stumb ling block to its joining the 
EU and it knows it The Government 
should press Turkey to ensure that Mr. 
Ocalan’s trial is both fair and transparent 
and that a better deal canbe found for the 
country’s Ku rdish population. 


CHICAGO TRIBUNE 
US 

THE KURDS have long been a people in 
search of their own country. They have 
been gassed by Saddam Hussein in Iraq 
and persecuted in Iran, In ‘Ibrfc^y they rep- 
resent some 15 per cent of the population 
today, and their claims go bade to 1920. It 
is one measure of Turkey’s unbending 

approach to dissent that the separatist 
rebellion h as gone so long without a neg- 
otiated settlement. At first blush, it doesn't 

appear that Ocalan’s arrest win make such 

a settlement ary more likety- 

— ♦ 

KHALEEJ TIMES 
UAE 

The mood in Turkey is both jubilant and 
defiant in the face of Western criticism. It 

would, however; be in Ankara's interest to 
hold a fan interrogation and trial of Ocalan 

and to be seen to be doing so. At home. 
P rimp Minister Bulent Ecevit is a doubly 

crowned hero -during an earlier stint Turk- 
ish trpops had invaded northern Cyprus 
and remain there - but he will need to neg- 
otiate through choppy international waters 
with great care and astuteness to sell his 
new triumph to the world. 


The Japan Times 

THE CAPTURE of Ocalan, used wisely, 
could permit the Turkish government to 
rialm that it has defeated the armed 
struggle and is now ready to get on with 
apolitical solution. Ocalan has never been 
an ideal leader and a more thoughtful, pol- 
itically attractive and savvy leader could 
now emerge in his place. That may not be 
good news for Ihrkey with its current pol- 
icies - especially since the trial of Ocalan, 
ifnot handled right, presents Ankara with 
major problems, attracting international 
press coverage, putting Ttirirish justice it- 
self an trial and perhaps (xeatinga national 
martyr for the Kurdish population. Handle d 
correctly his trial could also present a 
major opportunity lor the government to 
demonstrate a new tolerance toward Kur- 

ftipb prilitirail griroHyin ftp rnimtry amn n g . 

moderate, non-violent -and democratic 
Kurdish leaders. Turkey should have the 
self-confidence to move in this direction. 


KEVIN KEEGAN’S PART-TIME JOB 


Views on the Football Association's decision to appoint Kevin 
Keegan as temporary manager of England football team 


The Evening 
Mail 

MANAGING ENGLAND is more 
than a livelihood, it is the great- 
est honour our game can. be- 
stow. A life of itself. Al-Fhyed, 
Keegan's boss at Rilham, ap- 
pears to understand this and 
gave permission to Keegan to 
talk to the FA Fbr Keegan not 
to would have seemed wflfuL He 
is a man whose emotional 
agonies have fascinated us and 
who preferred to play golf in 
Spain to staying in the game. 


Evening 

Standard 

QUITE WHAT has transformed 
Keegan from helmsman of 
Mohamed Faycd’s money- 
laden “plucky cup battlers" to 
potential world-beater in the 
fortnight since Hoddle's de- 
parture is undear. But we must 
wish Iiim well and hope that, in 
tiir short term at least, his 
drive will do the trick. In the 
longer term, the FA must 



abandon sticking-plaster solu- 
tions, look a little further than 
inspiration and set up a 
conveyor belt of tactically astute 
coaches. 


The Birmingham 
Post 

THIS GIVES the former Eng- 
land captain the opportunity to 
test out the demands of the 
national job. He has the best of 
all worlds. Win and he’s a hero. 
Lose and he’s only the care- 
taker with an exit door wedged 
ajar for a swift getaway. 


The Sun 

KEEGAN IS in an awkward 
spot He cant answer to the FA 
and toe oily Egyptian. We need 
an above-board appointment 
with no strings. And that means 
no deals with a man as slippery 
as camel dung: 


The Daily 
Telegraph 

ONE OR two of Keegan’s 
predecessors have been found 
twisting in toe wind, banged by 
their own words. In certain 
sections of the press, he will 
find, our football managers 
and coaches are treated far 
more severely than any of our 
politicians. There will be 
unsuccessful days on the field, 
after which he wiD find himself 
described on the pages of the 
tabloid newspapers in terms 
designed to makp his family 
flee their home. He will find it 
easier to take this playfulness 
with good humour if he learns 
by heart Kipling’s poem. “If". 


HILLARY CLINTON’S AMBITIONS 


The US press considers the possibility of the First 
Lady running for election to the Senate 


Topeka Capital 
Journal 

IT WAS dear from the outset 
that Hillar y Ro dham Clinton 
would not be a cookie-baking 
first lady. She has her own fol- 
lowing, and undoubtedly her 
own silent ambitions. Mrs Clin- 
ton has emerged from her hus- 
band's scandal looking only 
taller fbr her dignified air and 
measured tongue - and fbr 
weathering toe buffeting winds 
stirred up by her husband’s 
philandering. A race in 2000 
with her in it would be intrigu- 
ing. In fact, why not stage an- 
other Dole-Clinton race for 
president - only in high 
heels? Just when you thought 
politics was dull... 


USA TODAY 

CONVENTIONAL WISDOM this 
week has Hillary running next 
year for a US Semite seat from 
New York State. Probably. Or 
possibly even as vice-presi- 
dential running mate to A1 


Gore. Either would be viewed 
by her as a stepping stone. 
With 20 or more years left fbr 
her own political career; 
Hillary’s goal has to be a return 
to toe White House, as the first 
female president She might 

mate jt, sans a “fa-st man" fln- 

less Elizabeth Dole beats her to 
it, hubby Bob in hand. 


Pioneer Planet 

LET US once again turn to the 
Constitution: *Tf toe president 
is impeached in the House and 
acquitted in the Senate - his 
wife must move to New ’fork." 
Speculation akimbo: If Hillary 
runs for Senate, her campaign 
could be both lively and a per- 
fect cover for a trial separation. 
Tty to imagine Sen Hillaiy Rod- 
ham Clinton as a new junior 
member Who’s going to tell ber 
that her seat is in the bade? On 
President Elizabeth Dole - as 
first husband Bob hosts toe 
traditional Senate spouses 
lunch, where Bill Clinton is 
wearing a name tag- 


JACK STRAW HAS A GO 


Response to the Home Secretary's appeal to the 
public not to turn a blind eye to crime 


The express 

DRAWING THE line between 
standing up fbr the citizen on 
toe street and putting one’s own 
personal security at risk is dif- 
ficult The danger in Jack 
Straw’s call far an end to toe 
walk on by society is toat in 
obeying his command people 
will get hurt None the less be 
is right if we did all stand up for 
each other more, it would make 
an enormous difference to our 
quality of life. We should not 
allow ourselves to be held 
hostage by toe thug society. 


THE GUARDIAN 

STRAW SHOULD use his 
authority over the police to 
encourage a preventive line by 
officers at toe scene Of crimes. 
Instead of asking witnesses 
what they saw, officers should 
a* how events were allowed to 
get so out of hand It ought to 
make witnesses think more 
deeply about what could have 
been done to prevent the part- 


icular crime or antisocial 
behaviour The test facing Mr 
Straw is whether his attack on 
the “walk on by" society is left 
as a one-off soundbite or has a 
proper follow-through. 


Daily Mail 

WE ARE an undisciplined soc- 
iety teeming with self-right- 
eous semi-anarchists, in which 
we increasingly use the law to 
try to regulate fairly minor 
antisocial behaviour The result 
is.. . many people feel that to be 
active citizens in the way Straw 
recommends is to go along 
with an increasing busybodi- 
ness that is deeply unpopular 


The Daily 
Telegraph 

MR STRAW'S rallying cry is an 
admirable one, but until he 
takes steps to ensure that en- 
forcing the Jaw will not land the 
ordinary citizen on the wrong 
ade of it, it may fall on deaf ears. 


THE VIEWS OF THE WORLD 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


Stories from around the world 


the Gazette 
C anada 


Trouw 

Netherlands 


LUBBOCK 

Avalanche 

JOURNAL 

US 

TODAY IS “Kids Aren’t Cargo 
Day*. This refers to the danger 
posed to children riding in the 
beds of pick-up trucks. That 
danger is such an obvious one 
toat it is hard to believe any- 
one would allow their children 
to do such a thing . 


Milliyet 

Turkey 

THE AUDIO cassette to be 
played at the pro-religion 
Virtue Party CFP) rallies begins 
with litanies in praise of God 
and ends with Boney M’s 
“Rasputin” which tells the 


Story of the “mad Russian 
priest”. In the new version, the 
lyrics, in Thriosh, are a call for 
justice and freedom. For toe 
first time, female voices are 
used on an FP cassette. The FP 

Chairman approved of the cas- 
sette, accenting to the chair- 
man of Ironyplus, the 
advertising company which 
prepared the medley. 

♦ 

Vietnam news 

when The national J udo team 
took part in the games in Bei- 
jing after a 16-year absence, it 
returned home empty-handed. 
Just a year later we’ve picked 

up the gold medal at the Games 

held In Manila, signalling an 
mpnessive return by Vietnam 
into toe regional judo arena. 


Research by Sally chatterton 


quotes of 
the Week 



“In future, I will do as 
little as I can get 
away with” 

Julie Walters, actor 
(pictured) 

“It’s the worst day for 
Frinton since the 
Luftwaffe beat up the 
town in 1944." 

RoyCaddick, 
secretary of Frinton 
Residents’ 
Association, cm 
the vote allowing the 
town its first pub. 

“If you have a 
problem seeing naimri 
bodies, you have a 
problem,” 

Melinda Messenger, 
model and 
television presenter 

“%u don’t have to not 
like sex, drugs and 

rock’n’roll just 
because you stop” 
Kate Moss, model 

“Shakespeare had 
British Fbreign 
Secretary Robin 
Cook’s fiercely 
shrewd eyes.” 

Camille PagHa, 
feminist author and 
broadcaster 

“We middle-aged 
should firmly 
boycott all those 
businesses that 
show the slightest 
signs of having 
been infected by 
the youth virus.” 

John Humphry 8, 
broadcaster 
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I; S:, 

'" Silv h*s 


Missing: one doctor, one dentist, one hairdresser 
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IT MUST be a couple of years now 
since I saw my doctor; by which I 
njean the general practitioner with 
wiom 1 am officially registered. 
Every time I make an appoin tment 
I see a different locum, each as 
friendly and as efficient as the 
last, and yet 1 cannot help f«H?ng 
vaguely dissatisfied with the 
arrangement. I tike my doctor; or; 
at any rate, what I remember of 
him- He has, after ail, been, privy to 
the more intimate details of my pri- 
vate life for nearly 20 years, and 
while friendliness and efficiency 
play an important part in the doc- 
tor-patient relationship, familiarity 
must surely have its place, too. 

“How come I never get to see Dr 
T any more?” I asked the recep- 
tionist last time 1 went to the 
surgery. She said she didn't know, 
she was new herself; but she 


thought he was more involved in 
general admin these days. Non- 
sense, ” said the woman following 
me info the waiting-room. “He's got 
a very lucrative little number ad- 
dressing focus groups in California 
about bow muchjob satisfaction he 

gets out of being a GP in London.” 

Thmkmgabout it afterwards on 
the bus going home, I was struck 
byjust how tedious a GP’s life must 
be - peering down infected throats, 
squinting into seeping ears, prod- 
ding pus, examining rashes cm the 
less attractive parts of the human 
anatomy. The wonder is that more 
of them don’t cut and run to Cali- 
fornia in search of focus groups. 

And then, funnily enough, the 
same thing happened with my den- 
tist. “He only comes in three days 
a week now,” explained his secre- 
tary. "Your first appointment won't 



SUE ARNOLD 

Peering down infected 
throats - the wonder is 
more of them don't cut 
and run to California 


be for six weeks, fm afraid” No, ixjt 
focus groups this time. Forensic 
dentistry that's what my dentist 
does on Thursdays and Fridays. He 
helps the police to identify murder 


victims by their dental records. 
Last time 1 went, he'd just come 
back from the Far East where he'd 
been helping investigators to ident- 
ify more than 100 people killed in 
an air crash. I remembered that 
particular crash. About 30 people 
survived, and through a mouthful 
of spit - he was performing a par- 
ticularly delicate root-canal treat- 
ment - 1 asked my dentist where 
the survivors had been sitting. 
The older I get the more paranoid 
I become about flying. 

He said it had been one of his 
jobs to reposition the bodies in their 
seats for this very reason, but alas, 
there was no set pattern for sur- 
vival, no guaranteed safe seat The 
upshot of all this is that, for from 
dreading them. 1 now relish my 
twice-yearty visits and the prospect 
of yet more macabre tales. 


Everyone benefits from an out- 
side interest I was planning on find- 
ing mine in the £5 years I am due 
to spend in the wilderness shortly, 
if I follow the ancient Hindu rule for 
a perfect life. The guru who gave 
them to me had just returned from 
his wilderness stint 
Here's how It goes. In your 
first 23 years on earth you grow in 
mind and body. In your next 23 
years you achieve, you acquire. In 
your third 25 you renounce the 
world, go into the wilderness and 
meditate, and in your last period 
you return to society and teach the 
wisdom you’ve learnt in the 
wilderness. I wonder whether 
California counts as a wilderness. 
With any luck, when my doctor re- 
turns he will regale me with so 
much Baywatch wisdom that it 
will quiLe take my mind off my cur- 


rent ailment which is where this 
story began. 

The last locum 1 saw in place of 
Dr T advised me that there was a 
five- month waiting-list to see the 
NHS consultant In the circum- 
stances. I'd better go privately. 
Did I have private medical insur- 
ance? Certainly not, I don't believe 
in it I said. “In that case," said the 
locum, “it will cost you about £130 
but you can see him tomorrow.’* 

I bad no idea that private hos- 
pitals were such luxurious places. 
This was less a hospital than a 
hotel, with flunkeys in red satin 
waistcoats carrying silver trays 
full of dainty afternoon teas along 
thickfy carpeted corridors. My con- 
sultant. who had a spotted bow tie 
and a pink carnation in his but- 
tonhole, neither squinted, peered, 
prodded nor examined. He merely 


glanced at the X-rays of my 
wretched fingers and said, in the 
weary tones of one who has said it 
many times before. “The trouble 
with us writers is that there is no 
real cure apart from anti-inflam- 
matory pills, which could have 
side-effects, and steroid injections, 
which don't always work." Now 
there's a man who's been stuck in 
a rultoo long and could do with on 
outside interest, such as California 
focus groups or murder victims. 

“And you paid £150 for that?’' 
gasped a friend. Well no. I paid C£3. 
£150 for the consultation and £75 for 
the X-rays. 

Tb cheer myself up I rang the 
hairdresser for an appointment. 
"HU have to be next Thursday" said 
the girl. ‘ Gavin only works tun days 
a week now. Didn’t you know ? He’s 
training tu be a magistrate." 
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The Saturday Profile 

Terrence Malick, film Director 

The return of 
the maverick 




TERRENCE MALICK, the JD Salinger of 
American film-making , is back after a 
magisterial 20-year hiatus. Never mind that 
this famous recluse won't give interviews 
or allow a recent photograph of himself to 
be used in publicity drives. His war movie 
, ^The ThmRedLine, with its ctotch of Oscar 
^nominations, speaks for itself No one 
else but Terrence Malick could hare made 
it He's unique. 

The swirl oflegends, whispered stories 
and rumours that surround the name of 
this elusive 56-year-old film-make r are 
extraordinary. He's almost as reclusive as 
that other film-making, unshaven, oil- 
man's son, Howard Hughes. Why did he 
give up film-making for 20 years? Did be, 
like David Lean after Ryan's Daughter, 
simply give up after a very bad fiim-mak- 
ing experience Gn Lean’s case, for 14 
years)? Did he, perhaps, go picturesquely 
mad, as some have rashly said? Was he 
realty working through a vast, gas-dofiar 
inheritance throughout the Eighties? Why 
exactly was he living in Paris? Vfos heper- 
baps in some rednsive-director pact with 
Stanley Kubrick, just over the Channel? 

We do knowafew facts about MaBcfWs 
know for sure that he was born in 1943 in 
Ottawa, Illinois, the son of a wealthy off- 
company executive. He was mostty raised 
in the Texan redoubt of Waco among the 
gen tty nodding donkeys of the oilfidds - 
w yes, that Waco. A super-bright Harvard 
graduate, he studied as a Rhodes scholar 
at Oxford before becoming a journalist for 
Newsweek, Life and The New Iforker. 

When that career failed to please him, 
he opted for another; loftily teaching phflo- 
sophy at MTU before finalty succumbing to 
the mire of film-making He went off to film 
school and then started writing scripts at 
a dime a dozen. 

It’s here that the legends begin: that in 
1971 he had a hand in the screenplay (un- 
credited) for Drive He Said, Jack Nicol- 
son's forgotten directorial ddbut and 
follow-up to Easy Rider. Then there’s a 
fefrty credible story that it was Malick who 
wrote the first draft for that classic CKnt 
Eastwood vehicle. Dirty Harry. Who 
knows? By 1972 he was getting legit, and 
he wrote an accredited screenplay for 
Stuart Rosenberg’s Pocket Money before 
following up the next year with his stun- 
ning directorial dObut, Badlands. Malick 
realty arrived in 1973 - and no matter that 
Jje shared that year’s honour with Martin 
Scorsese and his ddbut, Mean Streets. Bad- 
lands starred Martin Sheen and Sissy 
Spacek as a deranged dustman and his 
moll on a killing spree through the epony- 
mous Badlands of Dakota and Montana It’s 
a seminal film that still knocks a dozen later 
sleazy exploitation clones into a cocked hat 

its air of unreality is acce nt ua te d by the odd 
musical score and the superb cinemat- 
ography. As an examination of the murder 
and surreality behind the white jacket 
fences of the US suburbs in the Fifties, it 
pre-dates David lynefa’s similar incursions 
by many years. 


Nevertheless Malices old employer 
The New Yorker sniffed that it was “so pre- 
conceived that there’s nothing left to re- 
spond to”. It’s an accusation that has 
dogged the director all these years - that 
he’s absurdly cerebral and wfltingty high- 
brow. Of The Thm Red Line, even that 
receptacle of supposedly august film crit- 
icism, Sight and Sound, churfishty asserts 
that “[the] Christian symbolism seasoned 
with a hodgepodge of anthropological ref- 
erences... suggests that Malick has spent 
more time than was good for him reading 
The Golden Bough”. 

Another three years went tty before he 
tried another film, and a gain it was a 

LIFE STORY 

Origins: Born 1943, Occawa, 

Illinois. Precise dace unknown;' 
Background: Father an executive 
ac Phillips Petroleum. Two brothers. 
Education: Episcopalian School, 
Austin, Texas. Harvard University. 
Rhodes scholar, Oxford. 

Married: First, Jill Jakes, an 
assistant to the director Arthur 
Penn; now married to Michgle 
Gleaspon. From France. 

Career: Journalism (Newsweek, 

Time and The New Yorker), lecturer 
in philosophy ac MIT, and cinema. 
Training: American Rim Institute. 
Translator of Heidegger's The 
Essence of Reasons. 

Films: Badlands (1 973). Days 
of Heaven (1977) and The Thin Red 
Line \ 1999). 

Residence: Paris, France. 
Philosophy: “Our confusion is not 
anarchic, it has its own discipline." 
(Introduction to Heidegger) 

His colleagues say: "He's a 
genius. That's the good news and 
the bad news." 

His actors complain: ‘Terry won't 
let go. He'll nit-pick you to death." 

He says: Almost nothing. 

iMansie- Rut after finishing the shoot, Mal- 
ick spent two years in the editing suit, cut- 
ting and remitting the scenes with the kind 
of perfectionist mania for which he was fast 
becoming famous. (This is where he dif- 
fers mast from Kubrick: Kubrick has an 
almo st rnathemntirai approach to the con- 
struction of movies, whereas Malick is 
always thought of as having a “poetical” 
approach, a more lyrical style, editing on 
hunches rather than searching out the per- 
fect takej Eventually the completed film 
was prised out of his reluctant hands, and 
Days of Heaven was released in 1978. A 
Gar more sweeping fifr" than Badlands, it 
features Sam Shepherd as a dying gentle- 
man farmer firing in a wooden. Gothic 
house like an island in a sea of wheat Enter 
Richard Gere and Brooke Adams as sea- 
sonal migrant workers who con their way 


into Shepherd’s life; cue tragedy death and 
vast panoramas of a 19th-century prairie 
harvest The photographer Nestor Almen- 
dros netted an Oscar for his work on the 
movie, which Variety was to dub “One of 
the great cinematic-achievements of the 
Seventies”. 

Btrt things were awiy in MaBck’s world. 
Even before the movie was released, news 
of his fights with Richard Gere were leg- 
endary. The director is known for brooking 
no argument: he sees bis own movies as 
personal quests of a quasi-utysfical nature, 
which certain actors are invited to attend. 
Malick, like Prospero with his spirits, lays 
down the law in his private domain; but the 
uppity Gere - we assume in pre-Buddhist 
phase - decided to take his ego for a walk. 

After the movie’s critical success, Mal- 
ick was offered a dream movie deal by 
Charles BInhdom, head erf Paramount’s 
parent company Gulf & Western, which al- 
lowed him virbikltyunlimited resources in 
which to come iqj with his next movie. Shut- 
tling between homes in Austin, Texas and 
one in Paris, Malick began to tinker with 
a film that would dramatise “the origins of 
life”. He very expensively assembled 
footage from all over the world - the Arc- 
tic, toe Great Bairier Reef -featuring puls- 
ating jellyfish and fracturing ice-shelves. 
Whenever Paramount was foolish enough 
to ask for some results, Malick would 
simply send t h e m an incomprehensible 
script foil of visual descriptions of invert- 
ebrates and with no dialogue whatsoever 
It was a splendid, career-destroying folly. 
Paramount got nervous, but Malick pre- 
empted them; in 1983 he walked away from 
the megalomaniac project altogether and 
disappeared into the wilderness. 

What did he do then? Nobody realty 
seems to know the answer His friends are 
aff sworn to silence. It’s dear that he didn’t 
realty need to earn a living, but maybe the 
answer was a simple creative block. The 
sprawling, unfocused nature of his Origins 
of Life project certainty seem to indicate 
an artistic crisis: that be was stuck in a rut 
of gathering material, but never having the 
confidence to fashion it 

There are persistent rumours that he 
became a highty paid script-doctor (not nec- 
essarily a lowly job - Carrie Fisher does 
it- but certainty an invisible one). But this 
seems mildly implausible, bearing in mind 
that conventional narrative has never 
been one of Malick’s strong points. And yet 
here is a contradiction: for all his highbrow 
leanings as a director of his own material 
we (fisoiver that during the Eighties he was 
involved in such pap as the Jerry Lee Lewis 
hiopic Great Balls of Fire and the 1989 Paul 
Newman vehicle Blaze. 

How did the man who dreamt up Dirty 
Harry and Great Batts of Fire come to be 
regarded as a great poet of American 
cinema, almost without pax; a legend 
partly because he never makes anything 
and an he has ever made has been ex- 
ceptional? Extraordinary talents are al- 



The visionary director actors rushed for parts in Malick’s latest film, "The Thin Red Line’, out next week AP 


hack work does belie an interest and 
understanding in conventional movie- 
making and pop culture, an interest that 
is entirety subsumed by the more philo- 
sophical bent of his own directed films. 

In 1989 Malick was approached by the 
theatre producers Robert Geisler and 
John Roberdeau to write a script for D M 
Thomas's novel The White Hotel. He 
turned down this account of the Holocaust 
(oft admired, still unfilmed) and told them 
he was willing to write ether 77ie Thin Red 
Line (based on James Jones’s book) or 
Moltere’s Tartuffs. They passed on the 
French number. When the script of the war 
movie was delivered, the producers set to 
work to persuade Malick to direct it 

When it was suddenly announced that 
Malick was casting fora new movie, there 
was an almost unseemly rush as every 
young actor who had grown up working the 
video of Badlands ragged vied for a role. 
There were more than SO speaking parts 
in the script; plenty of roles were on offer 
No matter that the producers let in de- 


stabilising cameos from the likes of George 
Clooney and John Travolta (thereby in- 
jecting a weird sense of Nineties celebrity 
culture into this paean to the Second 
World War battle of Guadalcanal in the 
Solomon Islands). Big names wanted in. 

Here's a small window on the man. 
Actors who report their phone calls from 
Malick, who would personalty tell them that 
they had been cast, reveal a very softly- 
spoken. understated person. He would be 
almost apologetic, as if they were doing him 
a favour rather than the other way round. 
He was always refined, polite and rather 
European in his manner. 

The Thm Red Line is up against Sailing 
Private Ryan in the Oscar stakes, but it 
does seem possible that Malick will steal 
Best Director from Spielberg. Spielberg 
by all accounts, admires Malick, sharing 
a limo with him to one award ceremony 
recently; Malick has just the kind of broad 
sweeps that Spielberg idolises in David 
Lean, though with a distinctly more paint- 
erly style and with a pointed tendency for 


arcane lyricism. The Thin Red Line is 
dream-like, obsessed with natural images 
and order idespite the horrors of war), and 
though Malick shares with Spielberg a 
tendency to explore issues of masculinity, 
he is a highty cerebral film-maker. When 
he’s behind the camera, at least. 

So if you watch the Oscar ceremonies 
you may see a sighting of a very rare bird 
(another Malick feet- he's an expert orni- 
thologist), the Hollywood recluse. He's al- 
ready indicated that he enjoyed the 
experience of making The Thin Red Line 
so much that he wonts to direct another 
soon, though it’s hard to say whether he'd 
still have the power that such a comeback 
project always has. Would famous actors 
dear their (fiaries for him next time? Who 
knows. At least he's back a great director, 
safety back from the sticks, making un- 
conventional expressive and inspired 
movies of the kind no one else can manage. 
Hollywood needs its mavericks now more 
than ever. It needs its slow-burning fuses. 

Roger Clarke 


ISN’T THE name just perfect? Try 
calling him Douglas or John. It 
doesn't work. But Stirling suggests 
the driver’s essential Englishness, 
an Englishness that hardly ever 
existed outside the movies or the 


y — 

steely determination, Feats or 
derring-do executed with panache, 
silk scarves, cocktails tfll dawn, 
and. underpinning it all the Eng lish 
gentleman’s code of honour 
The 1958 Portuguese Grand Pnx 
provides a perfect example of 
Stirling the gent His British rival 
Mike Hawthorn, spun his ear ana 
was threatened with (fisquanfication 
and the loss of seven points. Moss, 
who witnessed the incident, spote 
up for Hawthorn, who was allowed 
to keep the seven points, ensuring 


that he won the championship - by 
just one point - even though Moss 
outgunned him in race victories by 
four to one 

Moss, of course; never won a 
drivers’ championship. That’s bow 
English he was. He was a patriot - 
one of the reasons for his faffure to 
win the championship was his 
determination to (hive for British 
teams whenever possible - but that 
was not what endeared him to the 
British public. By the time Stirling 
emerged in 1948, they had had 
enough of that in the wan Stirling 
was a dashing cavalier; brightening 
the post-war austerity and helping 
his countrymen forget about petrol 
rationin g and bread queues. 

But dont allow the raffishty flying 
scarf and the Cooper cars from the 


ACCIDENTAL HEROES OF THE 

20th Century 

28: Stirling moss, Racing driver 


Httfefed^m&irtxtonfodyouinto 
believing that this was some kind of 
romantic amateuc Moss was fceenty 
aware of his own worth, and pursued 
endorsements enthusiastically. 

He even had the gall to advertise 
the Crown Topper; a toupee, despite 
never seeking to hide the baldness 
that afflicted him - blessed him, he 
would say - from his mid-twenties. 
His rather ambivalent tribute to 
the product inchested that if he 


thereto wear a wig, this would be the 
one he would choose. 

Stiriing’s lack of hair; he recently 
told the BBC programme Sporting 
Greats, has in feet enabled him to 
retain his sexual allure into his 
fapni ght years, since his appearance 
is not significantly different from that 
in his racing days. 

He Is now 69, and makes Us 
living telling racing stories at 
expensive dinners- By all accounts, 


he gives excellent value, as ever. It 
is difficult to think oi anyone other 
than Moss who could get away with 
telling an audience of blue-rinses on 
a cruise ship: “In 1954 1 went by ship 
to Sebring, on the Queen Elizabeth, 

but I only went by sea because of the 
crumpet Mind you, there’s not 
much crumpet on this one." 

It's difficult to know how much the 
“crumpet" - a recurring feature of 
Moss's reminiscences - was, along- 
side the silk scarves and the 
baldness, part ofwhal would now be 
called brand-building (a black-and- 
white newsreel hero, maybe, but 
ahead of his time), but you could 
excuse drivers of his era living for 
themoment given the extraordinary 
dangers they faced every time they 

took to the track. 


“The cars were mobile death- 
traps." according to the commen- 
tator Murray Walker. “There were 
petrol tanks over the drivers' legs, 
behind them and alongside them. 
There was no crush protection; the 
drivers had no safety-belts: they 
wore T-shirts with bare arms, and 
linen trousers and helmets." 

But it's not the fed that he chose 
to risk death that makes Stirling a 
hero tort the styte and extraordinary 
skill with which he did it He also 
earns our respect by his unwilling- 
ness to remain rooted in that era. He 
retains a keen interest in the current 
Formula One scene, and is unfoil- 
ingty generous to modem drivers in 
their much safer cars. Another 
sterling quality. And to think his 
mother wanted to call him Hamish. 
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The Weekly muse 

by Martin Newell 




The cuckoo pint and elder leaves 
Are first to come and long to stay 
And Spring, the tinker loiters near 
But never gives the game away 
Then cold sets In to dose the day. 

Rhubarb, rhubarb, that's the stuff. 
Unfashionable? No, think again. 

The restaurants can't get enough 
And “forced" may be the New Champagne 
The compotes with foie gras terrine 
Mean rhubarb's coming home at last. 
But Rheum rhapondcum once seen 
In gardens of my misspent past 
Was massive in its leaves and stem 
And only grown so boys like me 
Could catapult great holes in them 
From high up in a nearby tree. 

With sedatives dropped in their food 
lb temper those in frisky mood 
The horses of Her Majesty 
Are not as sharp as they should be. 
Excessive equine pie d’esprit 
May hinder Household Cavalry 
Who cannot risk being thrown en masse 
Base over apex - or cuirasse. 

The drug with which the fodder’s laced 
Goes by the clubby name of “paste”, 
And, stoned on it, the steeds stand by 
lb do their duties dull of eye. 

Now some will say this needs to be 
Bbr state occasions’ dignity, 

While others may prefer of course 
To stone the Efelace, not the horse. 

Hang on! It’s “Nineteen Eighty-three... 

A Merman I Shall Turn lb Be". 

This isn’t some nostalgia drift - 
But Hendrix playing in the lift! 

The firm that brought you Muzak say 
That Jimi’s been decreed OK, 

So hotel lobbies, lifts and halls 
Have Hendrix bouncing round the walls. 

A snappy slogan, too, no doubt: 

"Turn up, turn in, nod off, check out.” 
And there beside the freebie soap, 
“Your complimentary blim of dope”. 

The food, the food of Frankenstein 
Is cheap, looks good and tastes divine. 

We smoke, we drink, we drive a car- 
Such temples as our bodies are. 

Why panic when our soya beans 
Are modified by dubious means? 
Besides, our kids, the little loves. 

Look sweet in their three-fingered gloves. 


The Weasel 

Great platefuls of whelks, tripe and bone marrow are preparation 
for a veritable feast of Goya in a city where it pays to be French 



THOUGH THE wretched conditions of 
its textile workers inspired Victor 
Hugo to pen some of his less cheery 
works, modem Lille turned out to be 
incomparably more wealthy, stylish and 
well-preserved than any British town 
of the same size (pop 172,000). It 
boasts two world-dak art museums, 
a trendily spruceckip old town, a thriv- 
ing theatre (Peter Brook’s company is 
currently in residence) and a food mar- 
ket that would not look out of place in 
heaven. How do the Froggies manage 
it? On our visit last weekend, Mrs W 
and I took sly consolation from the 
prodigious mounds and curlicues of 

dog shit which force pedestrians to 
perform a frequent fandango when 
negotiating the city's pavements. At 
least in curbing their poodles, the 
British are streets ahead. 

After rendezvousing with our 
Parisian pals, we made tracks for a 
brasserie. I stoked up on bulots in gar- 
lic sauce (why are French whelks so 
much tastier than ours?) and the tripe 
sausage known as andoiuSette. Incid- 
entally. in her classic volume Char- 
cuterie , Jane Grigson writes that this 
delicacy is “quite easy to make at 
home. .. If you have to dean the tripes 
yourself the bath is the best place." 
Anyway, it was around the midway 
point in this blow-out that I saw another 
dish being delivered to a neighbouring 
table which I amply had to have. It was 
not so much greed as the strictures of 
Britain’s nanny state that prompted me 
to order this treat 

A few minutes later something re- 
sembling a pile of sawn-up cricket bats 
was placed before me. “This is illegal 


in Angleterre,” 1 told our bemused 
friends as I probed the hot beef bones 
for their cache of oozy marrow. Tta be 
honest, I fdt a bit queasy afterwards. 
Tm sure it was the unhappy gastro- 
nomic marriage of whelks, tripe and 
fatty marrow that caused my discom- 
fort but I don't know whether ni get 
quite so worked up about New 
Labour’s interdict in future. 


Butrd forgotten the power of V&at 
in France. The male half of ourlYench 
chums works for the Ministry of Cul- 
ture. He cocEy skipped the quene, whim- 
pered in an official ear and returned 
with four tickets. On the following 
morning we were prowling tire Goyas 
- a hallucinatory mix of glowing por- 
traits and nightmari sh visions - before 
the army of aesthetes arrived. 


structures winch he had embellished 
with state fends: “There’s one of mine, 
and there and there...” And all over 


HOWEVER, WE were not in Iille 
just to pig out on Flanders nosh. At 
the Modern Art Museum, we saw 
works ranging from a stunning 
black-and-white Jackson Pollock to 
a concrete-mixer carved in wood 
(nothing to get churned up about). 
But the main point of our visit was 
a rare exhibition of works by Goya 
at Lille's grandiose Palais des 
Beaux Arts. Mind you, it seemed 
touch and go whether we would 
gain admittance to the Spanish 
masterpieces. “You didn’t book in 
advance? Oh dear!” ducked an 
En glish couple we ran into on - 
Saturday morning. It seemed to me 
that their sympathy was not with- 
out a touch of schadenfreude. “We just 
managed to get in by queuing last mgbL 
Its bound to be worse today.” 

Sure enough, when we entered the 
museum an endless serpent of Goya 
tens was queuing for admission. It was 
painfully reminiscent of the time when 
Mrs W and I went to Amsterdam for 
the Vhn Gogh centenary show a decade 
ago and, omitting to buy tickets in ad- 
vance, saw no more than the s haking 
head of a Rqksmuseum guard. 
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Our influential pal pulled off an 
even more impressive feat when we 
visited Paris a couple of summers aga 
At foe time, he was involved in refurb- 
ishing a number of churches prior to 

fl Papal visit fTtathw rannify thp. FTnly 

Father did not reveal exactly which 
church he intended to pop into, but pro- 
vided the French government with a 
list of possibilities.) From the observ- 
ation deck at the top of foe Pompidou 
Centre, our friend pointed out foe 


glittered where his finger pointed. 
« 

AS WE prepared to part from our 
JYench friends, we realised that our rail 
journeys home would take exactly foe 
same time. Their journey from 
Lille to Paris Gare du Nord was 
scheduled to take exactly 64 min- 
utes, foe same as our subterran- 
ean hike to Ashford International 
My joy at this symmetry was only 
sligh tly marred by the feet that the 
return tickets for the Weasels cost 
£152.40 (which I grizzled about at 
length last week), while foe 
Parisian duo paid only £65. 1 sup- 
pose someone has to cough up for 
£i0.5bn hole under foe Chan- 
nel OK, so there . was a slight dis- 
parity in travel costs, but foe cost 
of a two-night stay in a Lille hotel 
is bound tobe the same for JYench 
and English guests, isn’t it? Well, 
no, as a matter of feet Taking ad- 
vantage of a government scheme 
aimed at encouraging the French to 
take weekend breaks in the republic’s 
towns rather than the countryside, our 
friends paid exaetty half as much as us. 
So much for foe entente cordiale. 


TT WOULD only end in tears an this side 
of the Channel, but I rather like foe 
French habit of naming streets after 
the great and good. Mind you, some 
names are better than others. Our 


Parisian pals have the good fortune to 
live near rue Brfllat-Savarin (18fo ar- 
rondissement), which honours foe 
culinary phdosophe, but it must be 
slightly dispiriting for their daughter 
who recently moved to rue Emile 
Durkheim flSth air), the renowned 
authority on suicide. 

After Sipping through foe pages of 
foe Plan de Paris , foe capital's equiv- 
alentof foe LondrnA toZ.1 reafisefoat . 
there are many worse possibilities. 
Imagine the chagrin, if you happen to 
be nasally well-endowed, of tiring on 
rue Qyranode Bergerac (18th arr), and . 
it would surely intensity the pain of 
euckoldry if you had the misfortune to 
live on rue Ffeydeau (2nd ar r), wh ich . 
celebrates France's sauciest farceur. 
It would be scarcely reassuring to re- 
side on rue Becquerel (lSth arr), who 
gave his name to a measure of radio- 
active exposure. I wonder whether the 
residents of avenue Prud'hon (16th 
arr), who was famous for believing “all 
property is theft”, suffer a particularly 
high rate d! burglaries? 

Imagine the surreal pleasure of 
starting foe day on allee Andre Breton 
(1st arr) or walking your lobster down 
rue Gerard de Nerval (18th arr). Some 
addresses are singularly appropriate 
for Anglophone residents: it wiD always 
be summertime on rue George Gersh- 
win ( 12th arr), but a touch chilly on rue 
du Capt Scott U5th arr) and un- 
doubtedly creepy on rue Edgar Poe 
(19th arr). Tm sure that rue du Docteur 
Finlay <15th arr) imparts a bracing hint 
of Taimochbrae to the rive gauche. 
Personalty I feel irresistibly drawn to 
avenue Gordon Bennett (16th arr). 


Spirit of the age 
Paul Valle ly 
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The medieval strikes a chord 




THE VIDEO of The Name of the Rose 
sits oddly amid the tomes of medieval 
Latin on Denys Turner’s shelves. Yet 
if it feels an anachronism, it is by no 
means an exception. In pop, there are 
foe Medieval Baebes. In classical 
catalogues, foe music of the Middle 
Ages is the largest growth area. In pulp 
fiction, there are the best-selling early 
medieval mysteries of F.liis Peters' 
modem-minded Brother Cadfeel All 
things medieval are now the fashion. 

Hardly surprising, then, that the 
newest professor of divinity at 
Cambridge is to be a medievahs - 
Denys Ttimei; currently head of the 
theology department at Birmingham. 
So I went to his study there to ask what 
lessons we should draw from foe cur- 
rent fed. Isn’t interest in the Middle 
Ages just a lot of romantic escapism? 

He began, as academics do.bytak- 
ing issue with my vocabulaiy. “The veiy 
term ’Middle Ages’ suggests an 
impoverished period which merely 
connects two important ages - foe 
Classical and foe Renaissance,” he 
began. “It assumes that in that 
degenerate and corrupt period - after 
Augustine in the fourth century and 
before Luther in foe I6th - nothing 
important happened. But the idea of 
ignoring more than half of foe entire 
history of Christianity is eccentric." 

In any case, the medieval is very 
post-modern, if you focus on its 
tradition of mysticism rather than on 
the fact that life in those days was, in 
Hobbes's caricature, poor, nasty, 


brutish and short “Tbere’s a strong re- 
vival of interest in that area - Julian 
of Norwich, Hildegard of Bingen. 
Meister Eckhart, Margerie Kempe. 
Peopte are groping back through mod- 
ernism to that pre-linguistic, ineffable 
experience of transcendence which is 
Indescribable In scientific language.” 
Professor Turner doesn't seem 
terribly keen on science - oc at least, 
on its current inability to look beyond 
the bounds of the provable. The real 
Middle Ages, he reckons, is the time 
between 1470 and 1970. “Itis then that 
the longer traditions of European 
thought were interrupted by capitalism 
and science - and foe Enlightenment 
insistence that there’s a rational 
answer to everything that there is a 
grand historical narrative leading to the 
present moment, and that through 
Instruments of reason and technology 
humans can master nature.” 

This Is not what I expected from a 
medievalist, but it seems to make 
contemporary sense. Our new eco- 
logical awareness now questions foe 
assumption that put humankind at the 
centre of the universe, displacing both 
God and nature. Our new conscious- 
ness of the fallibility of language has 
made us impatient with the cul-de-sac 
of epistemology. And foe myth of 
progress has been foe subject of in- 
creasing scepticism, especially in its 
tendency to equate technological 
progress with moral superiority. 

Exactly, said Dr Turner. “Post- 
modernism - with its deconstructive, 


sceptical, ironic, almost nihilis tic sus- 
picion - is saying that there are alter 

native ways of thinking to foe ‘common 
sense 1 of modernity" 

So, ditch foe romantic meffievaEsm 
of Chesterton, harking back to a golden 
age of Christendom, and William 
Morris trying to recapture a pre- 
capitalist idyfl. And ditch their New Age 
equivalents, which Turner dismisses 
as “the religion of late capitalism - en- 
tirely parasitic upon what it rejects, re- 
peating foe mistakes of established 
religion, only the second time as farce”. 

Instead, he said, there is something 
real to be discovered by reuniting foe 
traditions of mysticism (which is 
subjective and hard to describe) with 
theology (which is conceptual and 
non -exp erien rial). “Western Chris- 
tianity has let foe two fell apart In our 
time, we are witnessing a sense that 
we need to bring them back together” 

What foe medievalists understood 
was that “only negative statements 
about God are true; affirmative ones 
are always insufficient and inappro- 
priate”, he said. That is why Meister 
Eckhart said “a person must take 
leave of God, in order to find God”. And 
foe greatest of foe medieval theolo- 
gians, Thomas Aquinas, insisted that 
it is better to say that Ckxi does not exist 
than to sgy he does -fia; as with all ling- 
uistic fonnutations, it can onty diminish 
the Great Reality. 

“It is onty when you begin to push 
foe bounds of language that you are 
doing real theology,” said Turner 




Prof Turner regards the Renaissance as the true Middle Ages 


“Language has to become disordered 
before we can begin to talk of God.” 
Here, the links between contemporary 
views of language, meaning and value 
and those of the medieval mystics are 
manifold. Aquinas meets Wittgenstein 
not in what they said so much as in 
their approach. “How can you say 
that Christ is really present in foe 
Eucharist? Tb do so, Aquinas has to 
develop a pretty sophisticated account 
of what language is, and how it hooks 
into the real world.” 

This has nothing to do with the God 
that modern atheists, such as Richard 
Dawkins, a tta ck . It sets on one side the 
deist account of God as a bloke who is 
just bigger than everyone else and 
pushes everything else out of the way. 
People tike Dawkins, says Turner; 
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have trouble with foe idea that the ' 
world was created out of nothing- 
precisely because they use phrases ' * 
such as “out or, which set the mind 
up to presume that even nothing is a ; 
funny kind of something That is mak-, 
mg foe mistake of assuming that the • 
universe is just a big place, even as he 
thinks God is just a big bloke. 

“The big question for post-mod-.- ■■ 
ernism is whether all this decon- 
struction offers a way forward, or is just •- 
in danger of disappearing up its own 
fundament ” said foe new professor of ' 
divinity. “The medievals can, perhaps, 
help us sort out the one from foe other: ' 

Of course, you can’t restore their con- - - 
fidence in creation merely by manip- 
ulating language. But it may offer 
dues as to where we go next” 


Days Like these 


22 FEBRUARY 1914 

GEORGE BERNARD SHAW, 
author (pictured), describes 
his mother's JuneraL 

"1 must rewrite the burial 
service; for there are things 
in it that are deader than 
anyone it has ever been read 
over, but I had it read not 
only because the parson 
must live by his fees, but 
because, with all its faults, it 
is foe most beautiful thing 
that can be read as yet 
At the passage ‘earth to 
earth, ashes to ashes, dust to 
dust', there was a little 
alteration of foe words to suit 
foe process. A door opened in 
the wall: and the violet coffin 
mysteriously passed out 
through it and vanished as it 
dosed. I went behind the 
scenes at foe end of the 
service and saw foe real 
thing. I found there the violet 
coffin opposite another door; 
a real, unmistakable furnace 
door. When it lifted there was 
a plain little chamber of 
cement and firebrick. No 
heat No noise No roaring 
draught. No flame. No fed. It 
looked cool dean, sunny 
though no sun could get 



there. You would have walked 
in or put your hand in without 
misgiving. Then the violet 
coffin moved again and went 
in, feet first And behold! The 
feet burst miraculously into 
streaming ribbons of garnet- 
coloured lovely Same, 
smokeless and eager; tike 
Pentecostal tongues, and as 
the whole coffin passed in it 
sprang into flame all over; 
and my mother became that 
beautiful fire." 

24 February 1842 

LORD SHAFTESBURY, 
philanthropist and reformer, 
writes in his diary: 

“All [the Prime Minister; Sir 
Robert] Peel’s affinities are 


towards wealth and capital 
His heart is manifestly 
towards the mill -owners; his 
lips occasionally for the 
operatives. What has he ever 
done or proposed for the 
working daises? His speech 
of last night was a signal 
instance of his tendencies. 

He suppressed all the 
delinquendes of foe 
manufacturers, bepraised 
machinery and treated the 
distress as severe but 
temporary. Now he might 
have said that no small 
portion of the suffering was 
caused by the forced 
immigration of families in 
1836, reducing the already 
low wages, and aggravating 
the misery in the stagnation 
which followed. He might 
have said, too, that while we 
cannot interdict machinery, 
we ought not to be blind to 
its effects; it may cheapen 
goods for the consumer but 
it pauperises irrevocably 
thousands of workpeople, 
who can never resume their 
position, whatever be foe 
activity of the trade. 

In short, the speech was a 
transcript of his mind: cotton 

is every thing , mpQ no thing !” 

Ian Irvine 


Singing the praises of Wales 




f I AM prepared to admit in 
^ passing, the antiquity of the 
V "Welsh race. We have that on 
foe authority of Shakespeare 
and on foe authority of Mr Lloyd 
George. Mr LJjyd George is a member 
of the bardic circle. 

He has told us - true, it was in a per- 
oration - that nearly 2,000 years ago 
Suetonius Paulinus massacred, on the 
shores of Anglesey, a throng of priests 
and women while they were singing 
Welsh hymns. Six weeks ago, I heard 
the Dowlais choir singing Welsh 
hymns, and I do not think anyone on 
earth could have massacred them. 
They sang a hymn called “ Jerusalem”, 
and I think Paulinus would have knelt 
by their side had he heard them. Hie 
complaint I make against you is that 
in moments of economic excitement, 
such as we had in foe coal strike last 
year; the sweet harmonies are broken 
and the songs are turned into slogans. 

But of your antiquity there is no 
doubt You are alleged to be directly 
descended from the Tnojans. Geoffrey 
of Monmouth hath declared it I 
venture to differ from foe venerable 
Archdeacon. I am convinced font no 
Welshman would ever have allowed a 
wooden horse inside the city. 

The Celtic memory was a long one, 
and to those who looked on foe Welsh 
from over foe border; it was a source 
of satisfaction to see that ancient as foe 
race was, and ancient as was foe 



Classic 

podium 


From a speech by the Prime 
Minister, Stanley Baldwin, 
delivered at the 
Saint David's Day banquet 
in Cardiff 
(1 MARCH 1927) 


language, and great as was their 
history, they had what many ancient 
peoples had not they had a present and 
a future. 

You have a present, and no one can 
have the slightest acquaintance with 
the achievements of Whies in foe last 
25 years without recognising foe 
Idealism with which you have 
challenged the rawand stubborn facts 


of life and striven to transmute them. 

Where I now stand is almost without 
parallel in these islands for foresight 
in planning foe buildings required for 
a great and growing centre of 
population. You have housed here 
your municipal, county and national 
authorities in a way which stirs the 
i magina tion and exalts the self-respect 
of yourpecple. They are a tribute to the 
untiring zeal of hundreds of the best 
men and women in Wales. Ybu have a 
beautiful country in Wales. Don’t let 
strangers spoil it foryou, and don't spoil 
it yourselves. 

You have in Wales the Snowdon 
district, the city of St David and foe 
bays beyond it; you have the Carnar- 
von peninsula, and just outside Wales 
there is the Forest of Dean. Isn’t it 
worth t hin k ing whether it may not be 
possible to convert some of these dis- 
tricts into national possessions, which 
can never be ffisfigured, which can 
never be built oven where it may be 
possible to go in my old age without 

having to listen to foe blast of a steam 

whistle or foe hoot of a motor-car? 

Men who deny their nationaL spirit- 
ual heritage in exchange for a vague 
and watery cosmopolitanism become 
less than men; they starve and dwarf 

their personaffies; they turn into asort 
of political eunuch. But if the instinct 

of n atio n aBtyis natural, it needs always 
to be directed and often to be curbed 

We mast temper it with other InyaiKoc 


Long and Utter was the fighting *- 
between Wales and England, but there ‘ 
came a day whim, under foe banner 
with foe dragon, Henry TUdor marched 
a cros s Wales and placed upon his.-’-- 
brow the crown of England From 
font day foe Welsh began to work with .]■- 
toe E ngli s h , giving what they had to the -T : 
common stock, and drawing from the - - 1 : 
common stock -what they needed, ’•-* 
while preserving their own nationality '■*’ 
their own language and their own fire. 

I cannot end better than by quoting to- -• •• 
you words more eloquent than min e. ■ 
They are the words of Ben Jonson to 

Queen Elizabeth. 

, ^us country has always beeh-£2 
fruitful of loyal hearts to YourMqeSty .gj 
a yeiy garden and seed ptotoflrone^ jgf 
minds and men. What light ofleanriflg® 
hath Wales sent forth from -yod^Sg 
schools? What industrious students 
your law? What able ministers ofP® 
yourjustice? Whence hath the Crown, . 
maU times, better servitors, more^S 
uheraj of their lives and fortunes? I ' 

gad to see it and to speak it, and : 
though the nation be said to be ‘ 
unconquered and most loving liberty \ 
yet it was never mutinous, but stout, 
valiant, courteous, hospitable, tern- 
Perate, ingenious; capable of aD good . 
arts, most lovingly constant, charita- 
oie, great antiquaries, religious ^ 
preservers of their gentry and vf- 
geneatogy, as they are zealous / - 
and knowing in religion.” * '* 
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It’s no longer the story 
but the life that counts 
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Kathryn 

Hughes 

With novels refusing to 
provide useful life maps, 
documentary has been obliged 
to step into the breach 


THE BOOK by which Iris Murdoch is in dan- 
ger of being most remembered is not by 
her at afl. The obituaries that met her death 
this month were more inclined to lead with 
John Bayley’s memoir of bis late wife Iris 
than ever they were with one of her 27 nov- 
els. ’Bricky Murdoch classics such as 
Under The Net. a book which re-drew the 
possibilities of what the post-War En glish 
novel might achieve, retreated into the 
shadows cast by Bayley’s intimate mem- 
oir of his wife’s last years with Alzheimer's 
disease. In the days following her death it 
was Murdoch's miserable ending rather 
than her glorious achievements that trib- 
utes focused upon. 

Of course, the irony of an Oxford 
philosopher losing her mind makes us want 
i QP think about the connections between life 
and art. But more than that was going on 
in the days fbflowingMurdocb’s death. Old, 
pre-Bayiey lovers were identified and 
their pictures printed; Murdoch’s domes- 
tic arrangements were picked over. Her 
cheekbones, bieyd e-riding and Irish in- 
flections were afl set down in detail. Mur- 
docb's life - and her most private life at that 
- had become the real story. 

Last yean almost as much biography 
was published as general fiction. The 
genre's growing popularity emerges from 
the current fascination with tbereal, or at 
least a highly mediated version of it, as 
shown by the popularity of magazines like 
OK and a rash of television docu-soaps. 
Blake Morrison's dad and newspaper 
columns about disappointing husbands all 
offer the possflality of getting dose to an- 
other pezson’s life and, in the process, our 
own. Comparisons can be made, con- 
trasts noted Measured against these tem- 
plates the mess of your own divorce, 
anorexia or alcoholism starts to look pos- 
itively normal. Reading about other 
•people's lives is the equivalent of coming 
•'away from a session of Cafe Rouge giri-ialk 
feeling positively sane and saintly in com- 
parison with your screwy friends. 

Once upon a time, novels filled this func- 
tion too. Victorian fiction created three- 
dimensional worlds with characters as 
solid as the furniture on which they sat. 
People a bit like you or me got themselves 
into scrapes; had adventures, died or won 
a fortune. A novel was counted a success 
if readers discussed the goings-on as if they 
had really happened In 1871 the nation 
worried about how Dorothea Brooke was 
going to manage as Mrs Casaubon, while 
two decades earlier many a stolid pater- 
familias got teary over the death of Jo the 
crossing-sweeper in Bleak House. 

These days, by contrast, it is hard to get 
worked up about the fate of anyone who 
appears in a new novel Three decades of 
" post-modernism have left us with narra- 
tors who refuse to play God characters 
who will not be read and plot lines that 
peter out on the road to nowhere. Modera 
"■ 'fiction has invested afl its consid- 



Charles Dickens: the great novelists of the 19th century gave the public three-dimensional characters as solid as the furniture on which they sat 
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]e cleverness in trying to convince the 
reader that the world it describes never 
masted And the characters, wed the 
characters never leave the page. _ 

So with novels refusing to provide use- 
ful life maps, documentary has been oblig- 
ed to step into the breach. But just as no 
one ever met a woman who wa s qui te like 
Dorothea Brooke, so we don’t want to be 


actiy like ourselves. We need them to be 

the same but different dose enough to be 


turn. That’s why BBCl’s doeu-soap Pfctd- 
dmgton Green, about a dreary corner of 
central London, has hit the buttonby hav- 
ing a transsexual star Ldkesiders, which 
similarly followed everyday shopping-mall 
folk, featured a girl in her journey from 
mafewq) counter to recording stutfio, akind 
of Cinderella with too much slap. 

And it's far exactly the same reason that 
we want our biographies - and our bio- 
graphers^ - a little on the exotic side. Prod- 
uct recognition is vital since publishers are 
naturally reluctant to pay advances far 
books about people no erne has ever heard 
of. So the biographical subject needs to 
have written novels, won battles orpaint- 
ed pictures, while still having feet positively 
mired in day A tacky marriage, a bad habit 
or two, is just the thing to grab the read- 
er’s - and the publisher’s - attention. 

And if no one has heard of either sub- 
ject or biographer there are ways of an- 
nexing other sources of celebrity. Not 
much was known about Georgian a. 
Duchess of Devonshire, until Harper- 
CoDins published Amanda Foreman’s bio- 
graphy last year But the fact that the 18th- 
century duchess was bora a Spencei; en- 
dured a painful marriage and became 
hooked cm a flashy trashy Efestyie gave her 
a familiarity that made the most cautious 
readerfeel Kke investing the decidedly odd 
sum of £19.99. Likewise Fbremarfs own 
picaresque life story - as the daughter of 
High Noon's screenwriter Cart Foreman, 
and an early academic failure -handed ho* 
publicists plenty to play with. And as The 
Guardian pointed out recently, the girl’s 

crwn good looks hardly harmed Out of this 
cluster of extra contexts a commercial 
blockbuster was forged from what had 
started life as Foreman’s DPhflL 

In this gossipy environment, bio- 
graphers naturally feel under pressure to 
come up with saucy revelations about their 
subjects. At times it seems as if there is a 
kind of psychological striptease going on, 
with the biographer acting as MC. The re- 
cent spate of books on Virginia Woolf, far 
instance, concentrate on the sexual abuse 
she suffered at the hands (rfherhalf-broth- 
ers, the Duckworth boys. Several Amer- 
ican studies pretty much read Woolf as a 


psychiatric case history, and reduce her 
novels to a set of symptoms. This sudden 
interest might be understandable if the de- 
tails of the DuckwixIhs’fiLimbliDgs had only 
just come to light But Woolf herself gave 
away the information in the early Twen- 
ties, during two papers delivered to the 
Bloomsbury group's Memoir Club, as well 
as in numerous chats and letters. 

It is not the facts that changed over the 
intervening 70 years, but the context in 
which they came to be written about In 
the late Eighties and Nineties, sexual 
abuse gained a new resonance in the wake 
of scandals in Britain and America. Hist- 
orians of the family had long surmised that 
girls - and boys - had been "interfered 
with” far centuries, but it was only in the 
light of this new hysteria that a recognis- 
able pathology of sexual abuse emerged, 
which could then be applied retrospectively. 
Hardly surprising, then, that incidents of 
child molestation started to pep up not only 
in biographies of Virginia TO»otf- where the 
proof was strong - but in plenty of other 
cases where it was not 

And proof will always be the problem 
when it comes to reconstructing private 
lives. In the case of those long dead, the 
evidence win be scattered, though the 
chances of being landed with a libel suit 
are slight. And time phangpa meanings . A 
series of friendly letters written a century 
ago may be just that- friendly not adul- 
terous. It is hard to prove a sexual affair 
without the evidence of the bedflnen. 

Even when all seems dean a tag of 
doubt must always remain. When working 
on my recent biography of George Eliot 
CFburth Estate) I looked at a diaiy written 
in 1851 by her landlord, John Chapman. 
Chapman already had a wife and a red- 
dent mistress, and it was his habit to note 
down in his diary whenever he had sex with 
either of them. One weekend in January 
the initial “M” (presumably for Marian, 
EEaCs real Christian name) appears twice 
on Chapman's pages. I took this to mean 
that they made love, a shocking revelation 
for a married man and a single woman in 
the early Victorian period. The hypothe- 
sis builds on what we already know about 
Chapman’s promiscuity and Eliot’s vul- 


nerability to any man who wanted hen Con- 
temporary gossip certainly had them 
down as lovers, and even whispered that 
there was a child born from the affair. But 
in the last analysis we can never know 
exactly what that scribbled U M” signifies 
in Chapman's diary. He may simply have 
been making notes about his mother 

Similar problems arise when bio- 
graphers make judgements about their 
subjects’ most secret habits and desires, 
lives from 50 years, let alone two centuries, 
ago look odd when viewed through the lens 
of current preoccupations. Sometimes 
this works in the subject’s favour When 
Margaret Fbrster suggested in her 1993 
biography of Daphne du Mauri er that the 
novelist had exgoyed an affair with the actor 
Gertrude Lawrence, it did nothing to 
harm du Marnier's reputation. In fact, the 
idea of a little recreational lesbianism only 
added lustre to du Mauriec who was in dan- 
ger of being written off as an eccentric Cor- 
nish recluse, interested only in boats and 
dogs. 

But in other cases, the changing con- 
text can do lasting damage. Andrew 
Motion's fine biography of Philip Larkin 
came out in the same year as Forster’s 
book on du Mauriec But the misogamy and 
racism that Motion reported in his subject's 
life hardly chimed well with sensibilities 
in the earty Nineties. The book’s revelations 
caused fuss and bo then and Larkin's rep- 
utation emerged sub tty changed. While 
nothing could harm his status as a poet- 
which was hardly Motion's intention any- 
way -never again could his verse be read 
with such guiltless ease. 

Male biographical subjects suffer most 
from this habit of viewing past lives 
through contemporary concerns. This is 
a feminised age, which values nurturing, 
co-operation, and invested personal rela- 
tionships. So any sutject who displays a 
range of pre- Seven ties masculine behav- 
iour including promiscuity, alcoholism or 
violence, is bound to come off badly. 

Ffemale subjects, by contrast, do well in 
the game of shifting contexts. Even women 
who lived 150 years ago can be daimed as 
Bridget Jones prototypes, attractive in a 
messed-up sort of way. Running after im- 


possible men, getting much too thin and 
dreaming of stardom, are the kinds of self- 
loathing behaviours that a Nineties sens- 
ibility is happy to spot and celebrate in its 
Victorian fbremothers. 

There are signs, though, that bio- 
graphers may be changing the way they 
conceive of themselves and their art The 
idea of the biographer as the knower and 
disposer of someone else's secrets has 
started to seem tawdry. For if we accept 
that there can never be a final authorised 
version of a particular life, then the status 
of life Writer (as the academy now has it) 
must be in some way diminished. Godlike 
claims of omnipotence, including the 
promise of secret- spilling, now sound like 
so much pompous clatter. 

A recent spate of books suggests that 
more thoughtful biographers are facing up 
to the limitations of their own power. 
Claire Tbmalin, who has written on Kather- 
ine Mansfield and Jane Austen as well as 
on great men’s mistresses, has always ac- 
knowledged the lacunae in her narrative, 
the places where she simply “doesn’t 
know” what happened next. Hermione 
Lee’s 1996 Virginia Woolf sets out paral- 
lel hypotheses about the same incidents 
and refuses to adjudicate between them. 
Geoff Dyer's recent book on DH 
Lawrence. Out erf Sheer Rage, is more con- 
cerned with what be doesn't know about 
his subject than with what he does. 

Where once the best biographers 
rushed to divert the reader's attention from 
the places where their arguments became 
patchy, these days they are only too de- 
lighted to wear their frailties as a badge 
of honour: The more gaps there are, they 
seem to say, the more truthful the rest of 
my narrative must be. What remains to be 
seen is whether readers take to this new 
mood of doubt and uncertainty. Ftar if you're 
the sort of person who likes - and needs 
-to believe that there is a {dace where Real 
life happens, then the new generation of 
“I'm not sure" biographies is likely to leave 

you feeling very edgy indeed. 

The writer's biography ‘George Eliot 
The Last Victorian' is published by 
Fburth Estate, price £20 



Ross Macdonald of the Brits 


Sunday 

Dreaded VaJentme’s Day. I go to the 
gym to try to avoid the whole issue. 
Today we are finalising the press 
office and faying out the tables. The 
final technical preparation fa bong 
done; there are sereral artists in the 
building today, including Robbie 
Williams- Preparations started last 
week. The laying of the carpets 
took two days 3,690 chairs had to be 
brought in. and we needed parking 
for 200 Emouaihes. There are 150 se- 
curity staff and 300 waiting and 
catering staff and we have ordered 
5,000 bottles of champagne. 

Monday 

I am running around chasfng pic- 
tures for our corporate brochure all 
morning and then have a meeting 
with a promoter from Disney mice. 


I organise some radio interviews to 
talk about hosting the Brit awards. 
Today Fm realty starting to feel the 

buzz There is live music banging out 
everywhere - with less than 24 
hairs to go the pressure is realty on. 

I leave work at seven, go home to 
watch EastEnders and relax. 

Tuesday 

This is the big day. I go to the gym 
and arrive m work at nine Theplace 
is absolutely manic, lorries every- 
where, and I cant get a parting 
space. The technical preparation has 
been going on since seven and we 
are now virtually ready to go. The full 
dress rehearsak start at one. Whit- 
ney Houston, The Coirs, Cleopatra, 
Steps and Billy are all here. 

Is the afternoon I run through 
procedures far the customer ser- 


MY WEEK 

Ross McDonald, Marketing manager 

FOR LONDON ARENA'S BRIT AWARDS SHOW 


vices desk and check the limo and 
taxi drivers' parting arrangements 
are set Crowds start to arrive at 
about two. Last year there were pro- 
testers, but not this year ludrity. 

At five I get changed infamy blade 
suit and put on my make-up. The 
doors open at six for the dinner 
guests. This is when the real buzz 

ticks in. 1 spend the first hour down 

in the main foyer dealing with 
inquiries about 'seating. I am sur- 
prised by the number of people who 
have forgotten their tickets. At about 


eight, there is a tammy announce- 
ment to round up the press and the 
photographers. I go up to our VIP 
box to greet our clients. I spend most 
of the night flitting backwards and 
forwards, Evmyone seems to be hav- 
ing a realty good time. 

When the Emythmics pfaM every- 
one is bopping around. Whitney 
Houston is great and it’s realty mov- 
ing when Bono and Muhammad Ali 
launch Jubilee 2000. It sends shivers 
up my spine. 

The show finishes at eleven and 




Barometer 

Sean O'Grady 


Cheatdown 

Serious 
allegations 
about the 
probity' of the 
makers of 
Countdown hare 
been made b>- A 
Matthew Parris. Mr Parris 
claims that celebrity* guests an* 
given the answers to anagrams 
through their ear-pieces by the 
production team. At least they 
aren't asked to impersonate 
transvestites nr serial 
adulterers. Channel 4 admits 
that guests get help. This Is a 
bit upsetting. Some of us 
considered Richard Whilok-v 
Countdown'* anchorman, to U- 
thc only broadcaster we could 
trust. Could his fabled nit not !x* 
his own? This is the man. after 
all who said in on interview 
with The independent's nun 
Deborah Ross that he likes 
living in Wensleydale because 
"Americans never know where 
Wensleydale Ls. so I tell them 
it's between Tueslejdale and 
Tlmndeydale" No one. let us 
pray, had to help him with that 
particular gag. 

Roach 
efty 

Scientists 
at the 
Hebrew 
University of 
Jerusalem have 
discovered that cockroaches 
can run 3ft per second ilhe 
equivalent of a human hitting 
oomph » and twist and turn 25 
tiroes at the same moment. Did 
you also know that: females 
mate only once, producing 
about 280 offspring-, roaches 
carry up to 40 diseases; and the 
median number of roaches 
found in a low-income 
apartment in Gainesville, 

Florida, is 13.000? They even eat 
GM food. How about a pet? The 
roach of choice these days is the 
Madagascan hissing cockroach. 
It grows to 2-3in long and tin 
wide. It hisses tty- forcibly 
expelling air through breathing 
pores when disturbed, and 
during courtship and aggressive 
encounters. “There is nothing 
like the purring of a contented 
pet hisser on your belly", as one 
fan says. Just so long as it 
doesn't get frisky. 

Barely 
adequate 

A Babylonian tale 
from Hollywood Dr 
Steven Hoefflin, a 
cosmetic surgeon, 
has been at the 
centre of a court 
case this week. It 
• was claimed that 
jV. Sylvester 
Stallone asked 
-■ Dr Hoefflin to 
make his 
unconscious 
girlfriend’s breasts 
“big, but kinda 
pericy. kinda like a 
17-year-old". 

Stallone issued his 
instructions when 
he walked. 

uninvited into the operating 
theatre where Angela Everhart 
was anaesthetised. A Sly more, 
but hardly a wise one. When 
Miss Everhart discovered what 
had happened she had the 
implants and SlaUonc removed 
from her life. 


Image of Che week 

The Mirror produced this 
memorable montage at the 
height of the GM food palaver. 
Remember, Tony thinks it’s 
safe. 




THE PRIME 
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1 stay for the big after-show party*. 
There are about 4,000 people and it’s 
fairly wM I hare a couple of glasses 
of wine and manage to get home 
around five after losing my keys. 

Wed 

In work by about ten feeling as if I’m 
in The tioUight Zone. 1 go to our 
designers in Covent Garden to 
finalise the corporate brochure. It’s 
pretty fraught because we are work- 
ing to a neal]>’ tight deadline. Every- 
one is calling me every five minutes 
to ask how foe Brit Awards went I 
leave at about seven and go for a 
drink and a bite to eat 

Thursday 

I'm in the office for about nine. It's 
all pretty manic. There are loads of 
technical guys loading up equip- 


ment I have to call in a photo- 
grapher to take pictures of the front 
of the arena for our brochure. There 
is loads of cleaning and tidying up 
to be done after the Brits. I need to 
make arrangements for The Corrs 
who are playing on Saturday. I leave 
work early today but my phone 
continues to ring with work (falls all 
afternoon. 

Friday 

I cheek that all the Brit awards 
posters are down and The Cores 
ones are now up. The buzz far The 
Cores has started but I am hoping 
today’ will be a quiet day. It's the first 
time rve looked out and not seen lots 
of people everywhere. It’s a bit of an 
anti-climax now’ all the carpets and 
banners have gone and all the hype 
has finished. 
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the weekend review \Jt‘- 


Emperor’s new clones 


What do the Duke of Wellington, 


Pinochet and Stanley Kubrick have 


in common? By Kim Sengupta 


The hard man 
of soft tactics 


B m Gates and a carpark 
attendant in Guildford: 
Newt Gingrich and a 
librarian in a (Mean 
seminary; Conrad Black 
and a schoolteacher in Soweto; 
Alexander Lebed, Augusto Pinochet, 
Stanley Kubrick and the current 
Duke of Wellington. A disparate 
bunch without perhaps, a huge 
amount in common, except a deep 
interest in Napoleon Bonaparte. 

One hundred and seventy-eight 
years after his death, the fascination 
with the Emperor of the French 
and conqueror of most of Europe 
appears to be stronger than ever. 
More books have been written about 
the period than any other and there 
are more biographies of Napoleon 
himself than anyone else. 

It is one of the ironies of modem 
history that the two victors of Wa- 
terloo, the Duke of Wellington and 
the Prussian Marshal Blucher, 
□ever approached the level of adu- 
lation of the man they defeated. The 
Iron Duke went on to become Prime 
Minister and the man Mamed far the 
Peterioo massacre. Bhlcher became 
demented, convinced he was preg- 
nant with an elephant 
Churchill was deeply interested 
by Napoleon all his life. Henry 
James, delirious on his deathbed, 
thought he actually was Napoleon. 
To Victor Hugo, he was “the mighty 

s nmnamhntis t nf a vanished d ream- . 
General fascination abides. 

This weekend will see the annu- 
al Napoleonic Fair in London with 
an international guest list lectures, 
discussions, and. of course, war 
games. This is one of a plethora of 
events around the world, including 
battlefield tours, visits to Corsica and 
St Helena. There are seminars on 
Napoleon's marshals and seminars 
on his women. There are Napoleon- 
ic societies in 25 countries. The lat- 
est one to open was in India, at the 
Theosophical first Grade College for 
Women at Karnataka, which is 
twinned with the International 
Napoleonic Society in Canada. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


According to specialists on the 
subject, the great thing about being 
a Napoleonist is that it gives one 
such a blank canvas to paint on. De- 
pending on your perception, you can 
choose from Napoleon the military 
genius, Napoleon the architect of the 
Code Napoleon, Napoleon the fascist 
dictator; Napoleon the liberal re- 
former, Napoleon the French hege- 
monist, Napoleon the European 
federalist and so on. 

The proprietor of the Ifetegro ph 
newspapers, Conrad Black, has a 
portrait ofNapoleon on a wall at his 
office in Camay Wharf. Those who 
know him say he is given to prefac- 
ing remarks to executives with ob- 
servations such as “As Napoleon 
said before Borodino...' 1 or 
“Napoleon had similar problems 
with the Jacobins*'. Nelson is an- 
other one of Mr Black’s heroes, but 
he is keen to point out that “Nelson 
won and died, Napoleon lost and sur- 
vived". Asked yesterday about his far 
terest, Mr Black was circumspect. 
“I am interested in Napoleon as a 
general and militar y commander;” 
he said through his PA. “But I don't 
consider him a particularly ad- 
mirable personality.” 

It is Napoleon the civic leader; not 
the militaiy strategist who fasci- 
nates the Russian forma- general, 
Alexander Lebed. He sees the Em- 
peror as just the kind of personali- 
ty needed to puli things together in 
the disintegrating Soviet Union. 
“He was a unifier;” says the man who 
sees himself as both Yeltsin and his 
country’s saviour. “You can say 
what you like about Napoleon, but 
he treated a legal code which has op- 
erated for 200 years.” 

In Seattle, Microsoft’s Bill Gates 
observes he has veiy few mentors, 
but Napoleon is at the top of the list, 
followed by F ranklin D Roosevelt 
and Leonardo Da Vinci. It is 
Napoleon the moderniser and the 
meritocrat who appeals to the rich- 
est man in America. 

“Napoleon really is all things to 
all men,” says Philipp ElbottWright, 



Nuts about Napoleon: the former Emperor still has numerous admirers including (from top) Conrad 
Black, Augusto Pinochet, Newt Gingrich and Stanley Kubrick Mary Evans Picture Library 


a historian and academic who has 
immersed himself in the subject for 
28 years. “There is stfil a lot of ap- 
prehension at being associated with 
Napoleon, especially for politi cians 
Wilh the level of spin there is, a bust 
ofNapoleon on one’s desk could be 
used to infer all kinds of things. 

“The En glish, in parti mlar, have 
a very ambivalent attitude towards 
Napoleon. Don’t forget that for 25 
years he was at war with this coun- 
try. He threatened our trade links 
and the Empire. Tfet, there is now 


this fr emt»nd nnK mfer nsf: m him OH- 

viously the debate abort unifying Eu- 
rope has given this an impetus. 
Was he a man ahead of his time?” 
In Guildford Surrey George and 
Carol Brown and their children, 
Mark and Caroline, are all enthusi- 
astic members of the Napoleonic As- 
sociation. They re-enact Napoleonic 
battles with a reconstructed 2nd 
(Queen’s) Royal Regiment of Foot 
Regular trips are made to the Con- 
tinent to take part in campaigns with 
European units. 


Mrs Brown, who works at a 
museum in her home town, says: 
“Europe is sametinng we are aD talk- 
ing and thinking about more and 
more with other members in the 
Napoleonic Association. 1 suppose 
that most people would accept the 
euro and be happy to become part 
of a bigger Europe. 

“But this is one aspect of 
Napoleon's plans I do not agree with 
- 1 don’t want to be part of a feder- 
al Europe. I would prefer to stick to 
the militaiy aspects of this.” 


IT WAS my turn to be player- 
manager of the veterans' 
Sunday league football team, 
and who better -to model my 
performance on than Chel$ea[s 
shaven-beaded Gianluca Viaffi? 
So, on Monday morning I 
headed down to the barber’s, 
gestured to my lank, grey curls, 
and said: “Cut it all off, please.” 
The sensible New Zealand 
hairdresser; unaware of my 
intended symbolism, declined 
to take my order literally but 

she nevertheless cropped my 
hair shorter than it had ever 
been before. Shot enough to 
be greeted by a screech when I 
got home, followed by, “%u 
look like Vinnie Jones” 

Anywsy I was satisfied that 
the cut would project a new 
har dness of resolve to the rest 
of the team when we met up for 
our pre-match tactics-and- 
training session at the pub. 

It’s extraordinary what 
effect even a modicum of 
responsibility can have on your 
behaviour; which is probably 
why I have spent so much of 
my life trying to avoid it Ra- 
the first time on record, I was 
early to the pub, and by the 
time the others arrived I was 
happily sipping beer and 
drawing up far-fetched team 
formations, with arrows to 
indicate intricate diamond 
passing patterns or lung- 
busting sprints fay our heroic if 
ageing full-backs. My 
colleagues patiently advised 
that the moves would leave us 
weak in defence, a bit tight in 
midfield, and tn^iiiwa; m 
attack “But you’re tile boss.” 
By the end of the evening, we 
hod agreed on our usual plan: 
“Prevent the opposition from 
scoring, try to nick a goal or 
two for ourselves.” 

The day dawned bright and 
cold, the pitch frozen 
underneath and slippery on 
top. Our most destructive 
midfielder was in bed with the 
flu, and our only substitute was 
feeling jet-fagged after a 
business trip to the States. As 
usual, our opponents looked 
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collectively about a century 
younger than us. 

Our first plan - to prevent 

the opposition from scoring - 
collapsed in the second minute, 
when a defender fell flat on his 
face in front of goal, presating 
their centre-forward with an 
easy chance- Thereafter our 
defence was reasonably secure, 
but we failed to play the ball 
into their half of the pitch. 

With 15 minutes left and no . 
further score, 1 made the 
ultima te sacrifice and took 
myself off to give jetlagged 
Dave a run. He hardly looked 
thrilled, and who could blame 
him- rarely can a one-nil 
scoreline have seemed so one- 
sided. Then a harmless push, a' 
harsh decision, and our 
opponents scored a second 
from the penalty spot I looked 
on helplessly as my team's one 
remaining record - not losing 
by more than one goal for two . 
seasons - was torn from our 
grasp, under my management 

But a game is never over 
until the final whistle, and in its 
dying minutes the referee, 
perhaps feeling guilty evened 
matters up with a penalty in 
our favour. Vindication, our 
record saved. Never has a 
manager hand ed over the reins 
of power with such relief. 1 
greeted my men with a “Well 
played” as they trudged off; the 
weight of responsibility lifted 
from my shoulders. Now for the 
next match, which Fll enjoy 
with the careless rapture of the 
unhyphenated player, 
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MULTILAYERS 

WIDOWS POORS F7E of PAINT -RU 
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Jobs that took hours are 
Sill now completed in MINUTES 


Tested tar safely by mdegwident UK. laboratory 
The flextts stripping "Snoers* art made of two* avion 
fflmnas embedded throughout with atamlalBn 
mUto strain. Wotte and eftecavefy on 
wood a metal surfaces - flat angled or rouid - 
WITHOUT SCORING TO GOUGHS. 

Get wo tiflM comen 4 crevices, bragutar shapes, 
■maul angta. Far more versatfle than wire brushes, 
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perfect for 0 Coring eporz* Mt 
- good ventilation. attractive \ 
and incrftdrt^y practical. ftk ~ - 
Solid pine wFth bevdled —i &SEY-cZi. 

adac*. Lid stay. TIIItLI I 

Finished old pine ggSg lUgBBl 
shade. Delivered 
fully assemb led. " 

£.143 + delivery 


House & Home 



WROUGHT IRON 


■nusoal aoghx. Far more versatfle than wire brushes, 

Bap vdveets. wee wool or sandpaper when working 
vnnd door & window tames, wrought cmwort. 
nwiidbigs. etc. Use for removal of paint, rust, 
corrosion. oxidation, bghr sanding, deaning & paishing 
of wood & meQL 4* &L 1/4* spindle. 

E9.95+E1J5 pip. SAVE £3.85 2 for £19.95 me. p&p. 

Send cheque/P.O’s payable to JusTools. 

MOULDING SHAPE MASTERCARD/VISA orders 24 HRS on 01538 720130 
72 HOUR DESPATCH. Money retarded K not ssfsfied. 
WIVir.TmlEt JUSTOOLS <D«pt HNS), 88 Station Road, ffSW 
Burton Latimer, NORTHANTS NN15 5JW ■■■» 
JusTools UX Regd T.M hto-2105284 
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281 Hackney Road London £2 
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We Make Sofas and Sofa Beds 

See yonr Sofas and Chairs being made * 

By Craftsmen and Women 

Choose yonr Sofa or Chair and Fabric. Leave the rest to us. 
Made to Measure 

Vast choice of fabrics. All leading Brand names. Sandersons, Monkweli, 
Osborne and Little, Liberty and many others. Open 7 days 

Letting, Contract and 
Interior Designers 
Welcome 
Re-Upholsteiy 
Curtains and 
Divan Sets? 

Certainly! - 


We will heal am other price of a comparable quality 


Call the FACTORY SHOP at Poetstyle Ltd. 
Unit 1 Bayford Street, Mare Su 
Hackney, London E8 JSE (Nr Well SLJ 
Tel: 0181 533 0915 2 lines Fax: 0181 985 2953 




Slairlift Rentals. 


Call us now on freefone 

0800 19 19 19 

For a hss no obligation quote. 

• Direct from the manufacture jr 

m Next day installation available jYI 

• nationwide. jT i I 


• Rent or buy 

• Newer 
reconditioned. •« 
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*8* 0800 OIS 2003 
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The British dance establishment wants control over the teaching of Latin rhythm. It faces fierce resistance. By Spencer Bright 

The fight for the soul of salsa 


& 


Y ou can hear the rat- 
tat-tat-tat of the salsa 
beat being stomped 
out with ever more 
emphatic determin- 
ation as each oppos- 
; . ^ tog camp takes up its position. It is 
the sound of the burgeoning British 
salsa dance scene as it splits in two. 

If they ever made a movie about it 

they might can it “Dirty Dancing", 
were that title not already cla imed . 

At stake are the spoils from and 
control of salsa dance teachin g in 
this country, and its commercial 
spin-ofls. Some salsa* teachers want 
to link up with the long-established 
British dance scene through the 
United Kingdom Alliance of Pro- 
fessional Teachers of Dancing 
(UKA), which is tainted in some 
people’s eyes by its l inks with mori- 
bund ballroom dancing. Others are 
more sympathetic to a nascent as- 
sociation of salsa-teachers that 
stresses cultural purity through an 
adherence to salsa's Latin roots. 

The once nearly lost art of part- 
ner or social dancing in Britain has 
been undergoing a steady revival for 
about a decade. We are becoming 
ever keener on dances such as 
ceroc (a French form of jive), line 
dancing, tango and, most popular of 
all salsa. In every major dty and in 
numerous towns throughout the 
country salsa has taken root, ap- 
pealing to urban twenty-somethings 
and middle-aged housewives alike 
You come across salsa in The 
Archers, where friends Ruth Archer 
■and Ushar Gupta attended salsa 
classes and a salsa duh. And in eaity 
March the cast of BastEnders will 
be seal learning how to dance salsa. 
An estimated 10,000 people attend 
regular weekly classes in London. 

The schism cuts straight through 
a salsa scene that, ifyoul excuse the 
^ pun, is still fining its feet AD salsa 
9 dance teachers want to reap the ben- 
efits of increasing popularity they 
are divided on how best to do it 
On one side are tbosewhobefieve 
that the industry must be regulated 
in order to safeguard the liveli- 
hoods of teachers, the standard of 
dancing and the safety of partidr 
pants. On the other are those want- 


) 



Salsa has taken the UK tty storm, appealing to urban twentysomethings and middle-aged housewives alike Tbny Kyriacou 


tog a Looser framework that permits 
diversity and does not fall under the 
control of the larger dance move- 
ment, while staying as dose to the 
dubbing scene as possible. 

Each ramp straddles the Latin/ 
Anglo divide, but the racial/cultural 
issue has on occasion been used as 
a weapon. The ballroom-linked UKA 
fr lt enriftri tn laiinrh Tte toaohrwg rat- 
ification- and its bid for control -last 
November at the Paragon Hotel to 
Earl’s Court, London. They had to 
abandon a public meeting because 
of intemperate interruptions. One 
heckler shouted at Paul Harris, a 
UKA committee membe; “%uVe no 
right to be here; you can’t dance; 
you’re white.” It's not a view rather 
side would wish to associate with. 


If ballroom teachers 
want to teach salsa 
they need to come to 
the clubs; they need to 
understand the culture 


but it shows bow high emotions ran. 

What was lulled by the UKA as 
“Salsa - the Main Event” was just 
one of many mosty ballroom dances 
featured at their London Congress. 
There were cups, medals and tro- 
phies proudly displayed there, the 
very paraphernalia that raises the 
hackles of the salsa purists. As one 
respected teacher put it “lib had the 
feeling we didn't belong.” 

Joseph Davids, a promoter of 
Latin shows and salsa events, is 
committed to neither side, but he 
criticised the UKA for its disas- 
trous attempt to win over the 300 
sa lsa teachers invited to the Para- 
gon Hotel. “They had a whole array 
of medals and awards on one wall 
and everybody waited to and said 
‘ballroom'. And they said, ‘we’re 
not. we’re W; but there were all 
these ballroom medals there and 
there were all these guys sitting 
around in toeir pink suite with dress 
shirts. They tfid a show, a cabaret, 


with lots of people jumping up and 
doing lots of ballet kicks, and that's 
not salsa” 

There is a warning from history. 
Latin dance was first introduced to 
Britain in the fbrties directly from 
Cuba, by Doris Lavefle and her 
partner Monaeur Pierre. But it be- 
came bastardised and is now known 
as British Latin American, having 
been slowed down for British tastes. 

Paul Harris, a disciple of Doris 
lavefle, says be has been a salsa fen 
store the Seventies. He is a choreo- 
grapher and has written a book 
notating salsa dance steps. This 
has controversially become the 


UKAs guide syllabus for its recently 
instituted salsa examinati ons for 
teachers, though one wag damned 
it as “critically unaedaimed". 

Hams explains; “Because 1 know 
dance notation, and because I know 
authentic Cuban social dance and 
what went wrong with it, the UKA 
approached me to notate salsa. Ihe 
reason for that was because the 
British Dance Council were getting 
inundated with calls from people 
askin g for salsa. And they weren’t 
allowed to give out telephone num- 
bers of unqualified teachers." 

He claims that he has suffered 
“serious racial abuse” that would not 


be tolerated if it were anti-Latin. 

Harris was a key player in bring- 
ing three of the most respected 
salsa teachers into the embrace of 
the UKA - Nelson Batista, Elder 
Sanchez andXihomara Granados - 
aD of whom have been awarded 
honourary fellowships. 

“What people £afl to see is that by 
joining the UKA we are getting 
recognised and giving it some 
value,” says Batista, who came to 
this country 12 years ago from his 
native Cuba. “All the Latin people I 
know in London, especially those in- 
vohred with the Latin scene, they 
couldn’t put a sandcastle together 


We are still very Latin in that way. 

“I prefer to be part of an official 
scene. The UKA can’t teach me 
salsa, but they can teach me a lot 
about organisation. There are mare 
than 100 so-called salsa teachers in 
the UK... but a lot of them haven't 
got a clue” 

Batista believes that about half of 
what he radls the decent salsa 
teachers to the UK want to join, and 
disputes charges that finking up with 
the UKA wffi lead to the “ball- 
roomisatian” of salsa. “The more we 
expose salsa to an exi s tin g dance 
scene, the better we get” He is 
happy for salsa to adopt the ways of 


mainstream dance, with its medals, 
certificates and diplomas. 

One of Batista's colleagues at the 

UKA is Ansell Chezan. who started 
teaching ballroom dancing in 1966. 
“We are not touching the salsa 
movements at all, otherwise it would 
be bastardised, as the rumba and the 
samba have been," he insists. “It’s 
their teaching abilities that we are 
concerned with... some of these 
people cant even count the music.” 

Quality, according to the oppos- 
ing salsa teachers, will look after it- 
self in a free market, where poor 
teachers are soon driven out of 
business. Their primary fear is 
being dictated to by an organisation 
they see as unrepresentative; that 
and the trickle-down effect of ball- 
room dance teachers taking a salsa 
qualification as a means of earning 
a better living, and dominating a 
scene that owes its vitality to grass- 
roots clubs. 

Elissa Ernst, born in Colombia, 
has been teaching salsa for 12 years, 
and is leading the opposition to the 
UKA from her base in Reading. 

“Salsa is not just a dance," she 
says. “It is a way of life rooted in 
Latin culture.” She believes that 
introducing a system of competition 
ignores the fundamental ethos of the 
dance. “We are very, very concerned 
that the most valuable aspect of 
salsa, which is the feeling and the 
freedom of expression and the spon- 
taneity of the dance, is going to be 
lost They are going to pollute the 
natural feeling of salsa. 

“If ballroom dancers want to 
teach salsa they need to come to the 
dubs; they need to understand a tot 
cf the culture before passing a test 
and starting to teach." 

Ernst and fellow independently 
minded salsa teachers are this 
weekend meeting to London to set 
up Ihe rival Professional Association 
of Salsa Dance Teachers. 

“The movement is split" she 
says. “I hope the problems we are 
facing are not going to affect the 
salsa scene. We Latin people feel m- 
crecfibty flattered that British people 
want to learn salsa. We are very glad 
about that provided they do not 
dilute its authenticity ” 
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Gp Capt Peter 
Johnson 


PETER JOHNSON was reputed to 
have led more bomber raids in the 
Second World War- and soine of the 
most dangerous and successful ones 
- than any other commander. Yet 
after the war and until the day of his 
death (when he was at work on his 
fourth book, a novel) he made a de- 
tailed and prolonged study of the ef* 
fects of this form of warfare. This 
maite him unpopular in the Air Mm- 
istry and Minikry of Defence Neither 
Bill Clinton nor Tony Blair would, it 
seems, agree with his views as they 
look towards Baghdad and Kosovo. 

Bruce Kent, on the other hand, 
hailed his 1995 memoir The Withered 
Garland, which sets ant his case 
(it is subtitled “Reflections and 
Doubts of a Bomber"!, as the book 
of the century. 

The son of Captain Robert John- 
son RN, killed in September 1914, at 
the beginning of the First Wbrid War; 
when his ship, HMS Creasy, was tor- 
pedoed, Peter inherited his father's 
abhorrence of personal publicity. 
This endeared him to his friends but 
not to his publishers. This reticence, 
uncharacteristic ofan RAF officer of 
his rank, denied him the recognition 

as a war hero that would otherwise 
have been his. Even his memoir was 
silent about most of his exploits, and 
such recognition as he received 
was due to the insistence of others. 

The Johnson family emigrated to 
upstate New Ybrk in the reign of King 
George n, who in 1755 bestowed on 
the head of the £amD^ the intriguing 
title General Sir TCQiam Johnson Bt 
of New York. (The title is now held fay 
Peter's nephew, the Seventh in suc- 
cession, the yachting writer Sir Ifeter 
Johnson.) The second baronet 
raisedaregimentin the War of Inde- 
pendence but, fighting on the losing 
side, the family had to become tem- 
porarily asylum seekers in Ontario. 

They duty returned to Johnstown, 
named after them, as also is near- 
by Fort Johnson. When Peter John- 
son visited Johnstown at the age of 
88 his hosts persuaded Mm to be dri- 
ven down Main Street to the equiv- 
alent of a ticker-tape reception 
before a cheering crowd. "" 

His erudite later life was scarce- 
ly to be predicted. After a childhood 
to which only a ducal son might now 
aspire, and an unambitious school 
career, he had a spel* at Dartmouth. 


YU QIULI was deputy prime minis- 
ter of China from 1975 until 1982 
and was a member of the Chinese 
Communist Party Politburo. 

He was one of the last of the Long 
March generation of Chinese lead- 
ers who survived the epic journey by. 
Communist forces across China in 
the mid-1950s to become an impor- 
tant figure in the administrations of 
Mao Ike-tung and Deog Xiaoping. YU 
was a soldienbureaucrat who found- 
ed China’s modern oil industry and 
helped Deng modernise his army. 

By the time of his death, Yii had 
ceased to be one of the central 
figures in Chinese policy-maldng for 
more than a decade. But be had 
continued, like other former leaders 
of his generation, to keep up to 
date with state affairs by carrying out 
frequent inspection tours around the 
country. He was particularly involved 
in efforts to promote the economies 
of the former base areas of the 
Communist guerrilla armies, many 
of which are still mired in poverty. 

Yu's background was typical of a 
Communist guerrilla- turned -leaden 
He was born in 1914. three years 
after the collapse of China's last ira- 


THE DECISION of Pete Myers to 
leave the BBC while at the height of 
his popularity robbed listers 
African Service and what is now the 
World Service of one of the most in- 
novative and magnetic broadcasters 
to grace the international airwaves. 

In the mid-1960s, as the first pre- 
senter of the African Service’s con- 
troversially revamped breakfast 
programme. Good Morning Africa, 
Myers was an immediate hit with the 
huge new audience which had just 
been opened up by the mass- 
marketing of transistors and, par- 
ticular!}' in West Africa, by the start 
of the BBC’s Atlantic relay station 
on .Ascension Island. Within months, 
he was being accorded pop-star 
treatment whenever he arrived on 
tours to meet his fans in person. 

Pete Myers was bom in 1939 in 
Bangalore of Anglo-Indian parents 
but as he grew older enjoyed shroud- 
ing his origins in mystery. Conse- 
quent and much to his delight, few 


The Navy, though, was not for him, 
and he turned to London and was ar- 
ticled to a firm of chartered ac- 
countants. Far too intelligent to 
become one of Bertie Wooster’s 
companions, he none the less would 


Aden in readiness to support the 
Abyssinians. Then came the Hoare- 
Lavefl Pac± and a crestfallen fight- 
er pilot had to return to England, 
disillusioned. 

When war came he was told he 


as he went the round of debs’ 
dances, nighkdul^ weekend parties 
in country houses and the other de- 
lights on offer to a debonair young 
man with little work; to do. 


Reading the long 
indictment 
against the Nazi 
leaders, he put 
dawn his glass 
of wine. ‘I am a 
war criminal 
too / he said 


Despairing of a pointless life, he 
set off for Australia to take up sheep 
farming, and learnt how to castrate 
lambs with bis teeth. But Wigian^ 
called and in 1929 he came bade to 
another desk job, for a grocery man- 
ufacturers, where he was particu- 
larly involved in a new product, a 
“singularly nasty breakfast cereal" 
called “Aviator Wheat Flakes”. He 
decided to join the RAF and was 
commissioned in 1930, and trained 
as a fighter pilot He was proficient 
at sports and played cricket, squash 
and real tennis for the RAF 
Then one day the “Peace Ballot” 
questionnaire from the League of 
Nations Union arrived; Johnson 
and his wife Joan, whan he had mar- 
ried in 1932, both signed it, as did 
some 25 per cent of the British pop- 
ulation. Another world war was 
coming, he had decided, but here 
was some small hope that another 
mass slaughter might be avoided. 
When Mussolini invaded Abyssinia 
in 1936 and the League of Nations 
resolved to act against him, Johnson 
cheered; and be cheered again when 
his fighter squadron was ordered to 


sent to T raining Command as 
chief instructor This was not to his 
faking; he felt it Ms duty to be up in 
the air with the others who were 
going to risk their fives. His charm 
and persistence eventually got 
him to Bomber Command and to 
Number 5 Group. 

All the qualities for command of 
an operational unit were proved to 
be hfo He bad immense fhflrisnw 
bravery and a gift for giving praise 
in the right measure and at the ap- 
propriate time. He also knew that a 
large fighting unit going into action 
several times a week with inevitable 
casualties could not succeed without 
discipline and a high standard of 
efficiency that he had to set hfmselL 

After every raid he had the 
painful duty of writing to the fami- 
lies of aircrew who had failed to re- 
turn. Despite the loss of so many 
from his station its morale never Al- 
tered, which owed much to his own 
qualities; he himself led all the raids 

imrU»r his wimmanri 

There were lighter moments, 
though. His much beribboned uni- 
form had a magnetic effect on the 
girls. One claimed that having seen 
him at the station in Gran tham she 
followed him into an empty com- 
partment of the train and by the time 
they reached Peterborough -a mere 
20 minutes away - matters had 
advanced as for as was practical. 

Many years Later; as a widower in 
his late eighties, the magnetism 
survived Living in a stately home 
converted into flats, he never 
seemed to go downstairs without 
passing the come- hither nf another 
resident happening to go up to her 
room. “My immediate family have 
had nine divorces," he announced, 
which served his purpose in more 
ways than one. 

After the war; at the request of 
Marshal of the RAF Sir Arthur 
“Bomber” Harris, he made a de- 
tailed report on the effect of the aer- 
ial bombardment of German cities. 

One of the most failing arguments 
against it, he said, was a personal 



Johnson, a reluctant war hero, changed his mind about die effectiveness of aerial bombardment 


one. Hitler ordered that any soldier; 
even on the Russian and North 
African fronts, whose home had 
been bombed should have a fort- 
night's compassionate leave. The 
consequence was that when he re- 
turned he redoubled his efforts 
against Allied forces, and persuad- 
ed his comrades that they were 
fighting a callous enemy who 
bombed their parents and grand- 
parents in the middle of the night 

In 1946 Johnson was asked to at- 
tend the Nuremberg trials. Given a 
copy of the long indictment against 
the Nazi leaders, he took it away to 
read over a picnic lunch at the lake- 
side. Before reaching the final count 
he raised his glass of wine; about to 
take another sip, his eyes caught the 
first few wads and as he read on he 
replaced the untouched wine on 
the ground. “I am a war criminal 
too,” he said to himself. 

War crimes the relevant Article 
defined as 

Atrocities or offences against persons or 
property constituting violations of the 
laws or customs of wan including but not 
limited to, murder, Ql-treabnent or 


df^iortatian to slave lalxjur or fn- another 
purpose, of civilian population from occu- 
pied territory, murder or QHreatmentof 
prisoners ot war orpersons In the seas, 
tilling of hostages, plunder of public or 
private property, wanton destruction 
OxereJohnaan was brought up shard of 
cities, towns or villages, or devastation 
not justified by military necessity 

Furthermore, liability was barely 
limited; 

Any person, without regard to national- 
ity or the capacity in which he acted, is 
deemed to have committed a crime . . . 
if he was (a) an accessory to the com- 
rmssion of any such crime or ordered or 
abetted the same, or tb) took a con- 
senting part therein, or <c) was con- 
nected with plans or enterprises 
involving its commission. 

After that there were many oc- 
casions when friends were told of 
Johnson's misgivings. It was not for 
some 25 years that one of them 
urged him to put these thoughts on 
papa: The result was two books 
which no other RAF officer could 
have or would have written. The first 
was Neuirolity: a policy far Britain 
(1985) and the second, written when 
he was 87, The Withered Garland. 
(He also wrote The Hinge of Op- 


portunity: a security system far Eu- 
rope, 1992, and articles for The New 
European on defence and foreign 
policy issues J 

The Withered Garland contains 
a vivid account of life in Bomber 
Command; it cogentty conveys the 
tensions and conflicts among those 
who decided the strategy, inducting 
Winston CburcfailL Air Chief Marshal 
Sir Christopher Pbxtey-Norris, in a 
foreword, characterises Johnson's 
“gift for philosophical analysis” of 
this branch of modern warfare. 

To the end Johnson remained fit 
and active, mentally as much as 
physically and planning yet anoth- 
er adventure abroad - North Africa 
he had in mind this March. At the 
time of his death he was the oldest 
member of the MCC. 

Richard Body 

Peter Warren Johnson, cur force 
officer, bom 13 November 1908; 
DSO 1945; OBE1954; married 1935 
Joan Hare (one son, one daughter, 
marriage dissolved 1961), 1962 
Anne Bower (died 1987); died 
ARrury, Surrey 12 February 1999. 


Yu Qiuli 


perial dynasty, into a poor peasant 
femity. By the age of 14 he had taken 
part in a peasant uprising. At 16 he 
joined the Communist Party. 

Yu was among the tens of thou- 
sands of guerrillas and their sup- 
porters who from 1934 joined the 
Long Marx* in an effort to break 
through the nationalist blockades 
around the Communist base in the 
south. In 1936, he was injured in the 
arm during a skirmish with pursu- 
ing nationalist forces. He continued 
on the journey north over treach- 
erous terrain. Nine months latex; 
after he had completed a journey of 
thousands of miles in terrible pain, 
his ann was amputated “I am a man 
who has gone through nine deaths," 
Yu told the American journalist 
Harrison Salisbury in 19M. 

During China’s Anti-Japanese 
War of 1937-1945 and the subse- 
quent civil war; YU was a leading 
political commissar and training 
officer in the Communist forces. 
After the Communist victor}’ in 1949. 
he became the head of a military 
academy and thereafter held vari- 
ous posts in the central mflitaiy com- 
mand, including the head of the 



Yd: ‘I have gone through nine 
deaths’ Popperfoto 

military’s financial affairs. He rose 
to the rank of lieutenant-general 
In 1958, Yu was appointed minis- 
ter of the petroleum industry. The 
move thrust him into a far more 
prominent role in the fledgling 
Communist government In the fol- 
lowing year; the discovery of huge ofl 
reserves in Daqing in the desolate 
wastes of north-eastern China gave 


him a mission that on its own would 
ensure his place in Communist 
China’s history books. Yu's task was 
to turn Daqing into a model of 
Chinese industry. 

Under Yu’s direction, the 
mosquito-infested marshlan d - in 
winter an expanse of ice - was 
transformed into China's biggest ofl 
production centre. Daqing was writ- 
ten into the Communist lexicon as 
a name synonymous with proletar- 
ian heroism. It produced the famous 
Maoist icon Iron Man Wang, who, in 
order to stop a blow-out leapt into 
a pool of liquid concrete to mix it 
usi n g his own body. After his success 
in Daqing YU went on to establish 
several more major production cen- 
tres. In 1964, China declared itself 
self-sufficient in ofl. 

That yean Yu was moved into the 
most important government min- 
istry related to the economy the 
State Pl anning Commission, as 
deputy chief. In 1965. Mao made him 
the top drafter of the third five Year 
Plan and put him in charge of 
relocating major industries to the 
remote hinterland of south-western 
China. Despite the claim of his offi- 


cial biographer that YU suffered 
severe persecution during the tu- 
multuous Cultural Revolution that 
began in 1966, he appears to have suf- 
fered less harm than many of his col- 
leagues. In 1975, he was appointed 
deputy prime minister, as was Deng. 

After the death of Mao in 1976, Yu 
was promoted to the ruBngFbfiltHin). 
He was a member of what is cora- 
raonty referred to as the “petroleum 
faction", a group of senior officials 
who advocated using the profits 
from petroleum exports to finance 
high technology imports from the 
West TTiese officials were essentially 
conservative Stalinists in their 
economic thinking, favouring central 
planning and heavy industry — a 
strategy that rifljdipd wilb font of fog 
ascendant Deng. 

As Deng’s political fortunes 
rose in the late 1970s, those of the 
petroleum faction waned. YU was 
forced to make a self criticism after 
the collapse of a Japanese-made oil 
rig in the Bohai Gulf in 1979. He was 
transferred from the chairmanship 
of the State Planning C ommission te 
the less high profile post of head of 
the State Energy Commission. 


In 1982, howeveq YU was back in 
uniform as head of the military’s 
General Political Department His 
predecessor in this rale had been 
ousted after the publication of an 
article in the military newspaper 
criticising Deng’s policies. Despite 
his differences with Deng over eco- 
nomic policy Yu was apparently still 
regarded as someone who was rel- 
ativety unfettered by old-style Maoist 
ideology and could therefore help the 
military to modernise. His official 
obiluaiysa^ that he focused on rkt 
ding toe mflifaryof“lefiist”- in other 
words radical Maoist -thinking. 

Yu retired from the Politburo and 
other significant posts in 1987. 

James Miles , 

YU Qiuli, politician: bom Ji’an, 
China 15 November 1914 ; Vice- 
Premier, State Council of China 
1975-82, State Councillor 1982-84; 
member of the Politburo, lift Cen- 
tral Committee, Chinese Commu- 
nist Party 1977, 12th Central 
Committee 1982-87; Deputy Secre- 
tary-General Military Commis- 
sion 1982-87 ; died Peking 3 
February 1999. 


Herman 

Herst 

Jnr 


HERMAN HERST Jnr made himself 
the world’s best-known philatelic 
auctioneer of the mid-20th century. 
He died after a protracted fight ag- 
ainst Parkinson's disease which onty 
a year ago finally led to his contact- 
ing friends around the world to say 
he would no longer answer letters. 

Fbr a man who always replied 
within 24 hours, this was a sad de- 
cision; “Pat" Herst (he was bom on 
St Patrick’s Day, 1909) relished the 
stimulus both of unexpected finds 
among items sent for auction and in 
exressing his always ou tspok en, 
often outrageous views in letters and 
in his long-lived' house journal - 
Hersfs Outbursts. 

He graduated from Reed Col- 
lege, in Portland, Oregon, in 1931, 
gained an MA at the University of 
Oregon, and worked briefly as a 

newspaperman TO* the Depression 
biting be soon lost the job and, lack- 
ing the rail fare, “rode the rods” to 
New York, where he worked as a 
delivery boy for a Wall Street 
municipal bend house at $12 a week 

That didn't last; Herst spent his 
fawh hours with stamp dealers on 
Nassau Street, America’s philatelic 
centre, and loved to tell how be cor- 
nered supplies of new stamp issues, 
made money for colleagues, and 
speedity departed to start his own 

business. Unlike most driers, he was 
realty to share a % with readers, and 
helped many a collector to a better 
understanding of the stamp market. 

Wbrking both in Nassau Street and 
from his home in Shrub Oak, New 
York, Herst created a “local stamp" 
to pay postage as his Alsatian dog 
carried mail to the post office: en- 
velopes bearing these triangular 
“Shrub Oak locals" are eagerly 
sought by collectors. 

His first wife, Ingeborg Adam, 
whom he married in Berlin, encour- 
aged him to travel widely at a time 
when few other US dealers realised 
what opportunities lay off their own 
shores. His adventures, especially 
around Communist Eastern Europe 
and in the still undeveloped Ear 
East, made good copy for his New 
Iforfc Times features, for magazine ar- 
ticles, and for ins 18 books; Nassau 



Pete Myers 


people knew whether he was a Latin 
American, or an exotic blend of 
English, German, Jewish, Lebanese 
and Chinese. His father had in fact 
worked on the Indian railways. 

Myers’s fed for Africa resulted 
from his arrival in Ghana in 1957, 
around the time of independence. 
His broadcasting career began un- 
expectedly in Accra when he was 17. 
He had got to know the presenter of 
a jazz programme who allowed him 
to listen in the studio while the 
show was being broadcast Then 
came the day when the presenter re- 
membered, just as he was about to 
go on ate that he had left Ms script 
at home. Dashing out of the build- 
ing to retrieve it, he was knocked 
down and killed- The panic-stricken 
producer had no choice but to ask 
the teenage Myers to takeover: 

Myers did so with such natural as- 
surance that after five years he be- 
came Ghana's top music DJ and 
radio personality, and a favourite of 


the country's president. Dr Kwame 
Nkrumah. 

Awty from the microphone, Myere 
pursued a parallel career as one of 
the founders of what subsequently be- 
came Ghana’s National Theatre. 
During the Congo crisis, he and bis 
companions listed their lives enter- 
taining UN troops in Katanga. As 

Myers like to recount, the high spots 

of his thespian activity wore taking 
the part of Elvis Presley in a musi- 
cal called Pick Me a Paw-paw and 
playing Hamlet in Moscow at 
Nkrumah's behest 

Leaving Accra for London in the 
mid-1960s, he was snapped up to be- 
come the presenter of Good Mom- 
ing Africa. In stark contrast to what 
had gone before, his resonant bari- 
tone and slick mid-Atlantic infor- 
mality soon made him a household 
name throughout the continent 

A year or so Iatec while increas- 
ing his workload at Bush House, he 
became one of the founding pre- 


senters of Radio l’s Late Night 
Extra. But with a restricted playlist, 
and without the freedom to indulge 
his sometimes anarchic sense of hu- 
rnouc he failed to make the same im- 
pression on his domestic listeners. 
However; at the beginning of the 
1970s, as a result of his spectacular 
success with African audiences, 
Myers was entrusted with trans- 
forming Good Morning Africa into a 
flagship breakfast show for the world. 

# He presented T7ie Morning Show, 
with its mixture of pop, politics and 
personalities, four days a week, and 
at the weekends hosted PM, his 
own show-biz interview pregramme. 
His treatment of celebrities like 
Peggy Lee, Shirley Basse? and In- 
grid Bergman -his favourite -her- 
alded that of Michael Parkinson on 
BBC TV. Myers was thrown by 
Dame Edna Everage, for once im- 
personated across the microphone 
by a dapper Barry Humphries in 
suit, monocle and trilby. 


Having broken the mould of 
broadcasting at Bush House, Myers 
fait he needed a change of scene and 
went to Lebanon to become toe man- 
ager and resident impresario of a 
nightclub, the Crazy Horse Saloon. 
Unfortanatetyhe arrived just before 
the outbreak of the dvfl wan 

Bombed out of Beirut, he re- 
turned to London to find that The 
Marrung Show had beenrelauncfaed 
as Network Africa and a new pre- 
senter; Hfltonltyie from Sierra Leone, 
bad taken bis place. Through ex- 
colleagues, he found work at Ratfio 
Nederland, in Hflversum. There be 
produced and presented pro- 
grammes in the Asian, African and 
English sections and eventualty took 
over the helm of one of its most pop- 
ular programmes, Happy Station. 

Haring once been married, he 
found happiness in his private life, 
setting up home in Utrecht with a 
male partner whose ex-wife and 
sons became a surrogate family. 



Herst: ‘unhinged’ 


Street (1960) was the onty work of its 
kind to sell over 100,000 copies. 

Hersfs first wife died in 1954, and 
in 1957 he married Ida Busch. Still 
writing when he retired to Florida in 
1973, he was often invited to address 
meetings when he would uncover rare 
“finds” from his hosts' attics. In 1982 
his prolific writings brought him an 
hoooratylilDfitanTOfliamlfennCtrf- 
lege. He won every philatelic award 
to the United States - including Most 
Disti ngui shed Philatel ist award of toe 
American Fhflatefic Society- and sev- 
eral to Britton, and in 1994 was voted 
Man of the Year by the Ame rican 
Stamp Dealers Association. He 
served on philatelic juries to India, 
Taiwan and Britain, and as a Com- 
missioner represented US exhibitors 
at many international exhibitions. 

Like most informed dealers, Herst 
was also a collector, his study of the 
stamps and postal history of early 
Great Britain was frequently exhib- 
ited and earned many awards. 
There's an okiphilatefic joke, “Stamp 
dealers never die, they just become 
unhinged" (the perfect condition of 
a rare stamp); although he was cim- 
fined to a wheelchair in later years, 
many a collector will remember him 
careering around London stamp and 
ephemera shows, his wheels a con- 
stant danger to others, avidly snap- 
ping up whathe knew to be bargains. 


nersrs nome was burgled 
and he lost afl his awards, a sad blow. 
He founded the Herman Herst Jnr 
Hmatelic library at Florida Atlantic 
University in Boca Raton, and was 
active in the AnupiM. t 


Myers: ‘Good morning; Africa’ 
Pete Myers last visited Londonin 

1987 for the 30th anniversary recre- 
ation of the original Radio 1 group 

photograph OO the steps^Afl Souls’, 

Langftam Place. 

Michael popbam 

Pete Myers, broadcaster: bom 
Bangalore, India 18 April 1939- 
died Vtredit, The Netherlands is 
December 1998. 


ty A32° Mason and a Shrineq he was 
n 5 ? * b0{ ^ d member of Temple 
Beth El in Boca Raton. 

Fht Herat’s reputation win live on; 
of his writings are still reprrnt- 
today, to bring his 
facies of experiences to a new 
readership. Even when he is wrong, 

tos writing is readable and amusing. 

Kenneth K . lake 
5™"? Herat, stamp collector 

SISSt 5 60771 17 Mapcft i*»; 

7 ^rnedfirst Ingdxjrg Adam ((bed 

Jr?. JSf ** daughter), sec- 

ond 1957 Ida Busch (one stepson, 

n%J! t T <iau9hter) ; died Boca 
Raton ' Florida 31 January 1999. 
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Norman Bluhm 


ifc 


THOSE WHO despise the Establish- 
ment need not be surprised to later find 
themselves unestablished. Norman 
Bluhm had little time for games of 
feme and fortune and no time for the 
machinations of the commercial art 
world; i t had just as little time for him. 

The importance or, more important- 
ly. the excellence of Bluhm’s oeuvre is 
an open secret amongst several suc- 
cessive generations of American critics, 
poets, curators and writers, but such 
clandestine acclaim guarantees little. If 
Bluhm cannot be memorialised here as 
a genuinely important painter; he can 
at least be honoured as a paradigmat- 
ic figure of cme of the significant cultural 
shifts of the 20th century, from the 
School of Phris to New Vbrk’s Abstract 
Expressionists. 

Bluhm’s trajectory was so archetypal 
of an artistic era (whilst obviously 
being enjoyably unique if not eccentric) 
that it smacks of a biopic in the making. 
He was bom in Chicago in 1921, but 
spent six years as a child with bis 
mother’s family in Lucca, in Italy. Back 
in Chicago, he became Mies van der 
Rohe’s youngest architecture student 
at the age of 16, such training perh a ps 
evjdent later in the gigantic scale and 
panel sections of his paintings. As he 
said: “It reminds me of the architect I 
never became.” 

During the Second World War; he flew 
more than 40 B-26 bombing missions in 
North Africa and Europe, even acting 
as personal aerial chauffeur to Marlene 
Dietrich. (As he was a legen dary racon- 
teur; some of Bluhm’s doubting friends 
brought him to a reception for the 
anger to prove this claim As he altered, 
Dietrich rose to her feet and cried, “Oh 
Norman, so good to see you.”) 

After distinguished war service 
Bluhm went back to Mies van der Rohe 
briefly in Chicago and then, supported 
by the GIBil to Florence to study fres- 
co painting, a major influence. In 1947 
he moved to Paris for nine years. Bluhm 
studied at the Ecole des Beaux Arts and 
knew everyone from Alberto Giacometti 
to Antonin Artaud, Paul Eluard to Rene 
Chan He also appeared in Jean 
Cocteau’s film Orphee, as a handsome 
black-goateed intellectual sitting in a 
ca&ireadmgPorlmttciftheArtistasa 
Young Man. 

Bhihm came to NewYfarkin 1956 (the 
year Jackson Pollock died) and was a 
central figure in what became known, 
not happily as second-generation Ab- 
stract Expressionism. He was a core 
member of the hard-drinking, hard- 
fighting crowd around the notorious 
Cedar Tavern, a now mythic high point 

nf Manha ttan h ohp.mianisn’L 



America’s best-known little-known msgjor artist: Bluhm in his studio in Vermont 


Don Rees 


With the poet and curator Frank 
O’Hara. Bluhm produced a series of 26 
“poem-paintings”. O’Hara's poem 
“Three Airs”, dedicated to Bhihm, per- 
fectly captures the artist's work in its 
first stanza: 

So many things in the air! soot, 
elephant balls, a Chinese cloud 
which is entirely collapsed, a cat 


and the senses 

of the dead which are banging about 
inside my tired red eyes. 

A year after arriving in New York, 
Bluhm had his first solo show with the 
new Leo CasteDi gallery; where he ap- 
peared with such contemporaries as 
Robert Rauschenberg and Jasper 
Johns. Bluhm popped in unannounced 
on his 1960 solo show at Casteffi’s to dis- 
cover paintings by Rauschenberg and 
Johns actually propped against his own 
works, entirely obscuring them. Castel- 
li wailed; “But Norman, what can I say 
they’re selling! ” Bluhm doubtless 


proffered physical violence and he 
nicknamed Castelli “Mighty Mouse”. 

The edipse of “Ab Ex” by “Pop” was 
almost as total and overnight as jour- 
nalism makes it sound and Bluhm suf- 
fered along with a whole generation of 
painters. EEs combative stance proba- 
bly did not help: “By accepting the 
rules of the dealer the artist destroys 
himself, better than anyone else could. 
New Tbrk now means this destructive 
merchandising of art.” 

Bluhm returned to Paris in 1964 for 
a year before moving to East Hampton 
and, finally, remote Vermont When he 
came to Manhattan it was to visit 
the Metropolitan and the Cloisters, 
whose 15th-century “Unicom” tapes- 
tries were as major an influence as the 
works of Tiepolo, Rubens, Matisse or 
ecclesiastical stained glass. 

If Bhihm was far freon modish he had 
become America's best-known little- 
known mzQor artist and his supposed 
neglect should not be exaggerated. He 


was in the collection of every major 
museum and honoured with various 
touring retrospectives. Indeed a 40- 
year retrospective is to open in March 
at the Butler Institute of American Art 
in Ohio along with the publication of the 
first full-length monograph, by Galleria 
Peccolo in Livorno. 

Bluhm’s slyle continued to evolve re- 
gardless of fashion, Mowing its own in- 
ternal obligations, and the paintings 
seemed to get larger every year; as if in 
dehberatedefianrooftheaitwQrid’srd- 
ative lack of interest Jbr Bluhm the only 
thing that mattered was the work and 
its own organic resolution; everything 
else was publicity and marketing By 
these standards, he was one of the most 
successful artists of the century. 

Adrian Dannatt 

Norman Bhihm, painter bom Chica- 
go, TUxnois 28 March 1921; twice mar 
tied (one son, one daughter); died East 
Wcdtmgfard, Vermont 3 February 1999. 
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literary notes 

H. R. F. KEATING 


Let’s read less of the 
American novel 


WHAT HAS happened to the 
British novel? From the 
highest level down to the 
run-of-the-mill it is being 
squeezed almost to death by 
a swarm erf invaders from the 
other side of the Atlantic. 
And those invaders come - 
never forget it - from anoth- 
er and a different country 
speaking a different lan- 
guage, American English. So 
what they have to tell us 
cannot be as useful to us, as 
nourishing to the imagina- 
tion, as the novels written by 
those who share our common 
assumptions. 

Not everyone here sees 
this. The young, ears rin ging 
with the lyrics of American 
music, minds filled with pic- 
tures from Hollywood movies 
and Channel 4 television im- 
ports, seem to feel they live 
in a land hovering some- 
where above the heaving wa- 
ters of the Atlantic But go to 
the land that actuaQy lies be- 
yond the Atlantic and you see 
how very different life is 
there. And we have allowed 
over the years this different 
America to spread too insis- 
tently into what I have to call 
our cultural life. 

We cannot help having lost 
cinema to Hollywood. But 
the shelves in our bookshops 
are too crammed with books 
from America. The columns 
of our newspapers are too 
filled with reviews of 
American novels. 

So, should it be said tbataE 
American novels should be 
somehow banned? No. All I 
am asking is that only those 


novels written there that are 
of truly world stature should 
be made much of here. There 
are enough of them indeed - 
Bellow, Updike, Wolfe - 
cream of the rich society 
abte generously to support an 
extraordinarily large num- 
ber of fiction writers of all 
sorts. At a mystery- writing 
convention I attended in 
Monterey a year or so ago, 
for example, there were no 
fewer than 400 published 
writers present 

This is not, however; com- 
pletely the fault of the books- 
pages’ editors up and down 
the land for paying so much 
attention to so many books 
that are essentially foreign 
to us. Perhaps, in fact, we 
should apportion blame to 
the young academic lions of 
yesteryear who, emerging 
with their brightly shining 
PhDs, saw America as an 
exciting largely untouched 
playground. Within a few 
years departments of Amer- 
ican Studies sprang up, giv- 
ing in consequence undue 
prominence to anything of a 
literary nature that had 
the magic of America 
sparkling oS it And haven't 
there been Popular Culture 
studies, too? Whose popular 
culture? That emanating 
from America. 

And what are we paying 
attention to these days? To 
novels from America that 
are by no means bad, even 
if they are often strictly 
parochial chronidings of 
the behaviour of people in 
that other country It does us 


no great harm to follow the 
reviewers and read them. 
Except that they do not do for 
us what a novel should do. 
They cannot The references 
are wrong. Their writers 
have been brought up from 
their very earliest days on 
nursery lore, children’s sto- 
ries, comic-book tales that are 
different from those British 
children experience. Let 
alone all the assumptions 
and influences, writers over 
there have sucked in during 
their adult lives. 

Only very, very few people 
in Britain will gain from such 
books their full value, espe- 
cially since what a work of fic- 
tion has to “say" conies not 
directly but insidiously from 
the tiny details, the barely ex- 
pressed thoughts. However; 
from books written by those 
who share their in-built as- 
sumptions and references, 
and written not in that dif- 
ferent language, they will 
be able to absorb everything, 
or almost everything, put 
before them. 

So let us give more atten- 
tion to our own books back- 
yard. Not all the plants in it 
are necessarily as well- 
written, as gripping, as illu- 
minating as their American 
counterparts. But most of 
them are, and they will do 
their work more effectively. 
They were made to do so. 
They cannot help having 
been so made. 

H JLE Keating is the author 
of ‘Bribery, Corruption Also’ 
(Macmillan, £16.99) 
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Births, 

Marriages 

& DEATHS 


DEATHS 


KSAKTY; Pat, on Wednesday 17 
februtuy 1999, died peacefully at 
Lome aged 58. Beloved partner 
o Jayne and sister to Leigh and 
ienis. Cremation service on 
hesdqy 23 February llam at 
xddecs Green West Chapel 
■Yields welcome afterwards at 
A Marquis Road, NWL No flow- 
rs; donations if desired to Royal 
■Yee Aids AppcaL Cheques Ip 
•pedal Trustees of the Royal 
Yee Hospital do Tom flernan- 
lez. Ian Charieson Day Centre, 
tom Sheet, London NWS 2QG. 


ROYAL 

Engagements 


The Princess Royal, Patron, 
Scottish Rugby Union, today 
attends the England v 
Scotland match in the Five 
Nations Championship at . 
Twickenham, Middlesex. , 


Changing of the guard 

TODAY: The Household Cav- 
alry Mounted Regiment 
mounts the Queen’s Life 
Guard at Horse Guards, 
Ham; Nijmegen Company 
Grenadier Guards mounts 
the Queen’s Guard, at Buck- 
ingham Palace, 11 .30am, 
band provided by the Scots 
Guards. TOMORROW The 
Household Cavalry Mounted 
Regiment mounts the 
Queen's life Guard at Horse 
Guards, 10am. 


Announcements for Gazette 
BIRTHS. MARRIAGES & 
DEATHS (Births, Adoptions. 
Marriages. Deaths, Memorial 
services. Wedding anniw 
gari ffq, in memoiiam) are 
charged at £8-50 a fine (VAT 
extra). OTHER Gazette 
announcements a re cha rged 

at £10 a line, VAT extra. 


Birthdays 

TODAY: Mr Robert Altman, 
film (firecton 74; Mr Roy 
Beggs MP, 63; Mr Gordon 
Brown MP, Chancellor of 
the Exchequer; 48; Mr 
John Browne, group chief 
executive, BE 51; Professor 
Andrew Fabian, astronomer; 
51; Dr Ruth Gipps, compos- 
er and conductor; 78; Mr 
Jimmy Greaves, television 
commentator and footballer; 
59; Mr Eddie Henunings, 
cricketer; 50; Mr Ian Irwin, 
chairman, Scottish Transport 
Group, 66; Commandant 
Dame Marion Kettlewefi, 
former Director; WRNS, 85; 
Mr Mike Leigh, playwright 
and theatre director, 56; 
Professor Donald Long- 
more, cardiac surgeon, 71; 
Ms Siobhain McDonagh 
MP, 39; Lord McNally, head 
of Public Affairs, Sbandwick 
Consultants, 56; Mr Norman 
Miscampbell QC, a 
Recorder of the Crown Court 
and former ME 74; Mr John 
Murphy, chairman, Inter- 
brand Group pic, 55; Mr 
Phil Neal former England : 
footballer, 48; Mr David ! 

O’Dowd, HM Chief Inspector 
of Constabulary 57; Sir 
Frederick Page, former 
chief executive, British Aero- 
space, 82; Dr Valerie Payne, 
former Headmistress, 1 

Malvern Girls’ College, 59; 

Mr Sidney Poitier, actor, 72; 
Vice-Admiral Sir Cameron 
Rushy, former chief execu- 
tive, Scottish SPCA, 73; Mr 
George Waring, actor and 
(firectoh 72; Mr Barry 
Wordsworth, conductor; 51. 

TOMORROW; Ring Handd 
V of Norway, 62; Sir John 
Bourn, Comptroller and 
Auditor General, 65; 
Professor Ruth Bowden, 
anatomist, 84; Miss JMy 
Cooper, writer and journal- 
ist, 62; M Hubert de 
Givenchy, fashion designer; 
72; Mr Michael Deaton, doc- 
umentary film maker; 60; Mr 
Leslie Durbin, silversmith, 
86; Baroness Fbokes, former 
ME 63; Sir John Govdden, 
UK Permanent Representa- 


tive, North Atlantic Council, 
58; Mr Carron Greig, 
company chairman, 74; Sir 
Michael Grylls, former ME 
65; Sir Conrad Heron, for- 
mer senior rivfl servant, 83; 
Sir Reginald EQbbert, for- 
mer ambassador to France, 

77; Sir John McGregor Hill, 
former nhairma n, British 
Nuclear Riels, 78; Lord 
Hunter, a former Senator of 
the College of Justice in 
Scotland, 86; Mr Robert 
Mugabe, president of 
Zimbabwe, 75; Professor Sir - 
Rupert Myers, scientist, 78; 
Mrs Diana Organ MP, 47; 
General Sir Robert 
Pascoe, former Adjutant- 
General, 67; Sir Ashley 
Ponsonby, former Lord- 
lieutenant of Oxfordshire, 

78; Professor John Prescott, 
Principal, Wye College, Lon- 
don University, 62; Lt-Gen 
Sir John Richards, former 
marshal of the Diplomatic 
Corps, 72; Mr Alan 
Rickman, acton 53; Miss 
Nina Simone, singer, 65; Mr 
Richard Tunmi^ Warwick, 
surgeon and urologist 74; 
Professor Leslie Wagner, 
Vice- Chancellor; Leeds 
Metropolitan University, 56; 
Mr David Wood, actor and 
playwright, 55. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

TODAY 

Births: Honoris Daumier, 
caricaturist and painter; 

1808; Dame Marie Rambert, 
founder of the Ballet Ram- 
bert, 1888; Carl Mayer; film 
director; 1892. Deaths: 

James X, King of Scotland, 
assassinated 1437; Luca della 
Robbia, sculptor; 1482; 
Nathan Field, actor and play- 
wright, buried 1633; 
Angustm-Eugfcne Scribe, 
playwright, 1861; Percy 
Aldridge Grainger; composer; 
1961; Robert Orion Bolt 
playwright arid screenwriter; 
l»5. On tins day: Austria 
declared herself bankrupt, 
1811; a great storm raged in 
Engl and, with much damage 
to the Crystal Palace, while 
the steeple of Chichester 


Cathedral was blown away, 
1861; Anthony Eden resigned 
as British Foreign Secretary; 
1938; John Glenn, astronaut 
was launched into space in 
the Mercury capsule Friend- 
ship 7, 1962; new-design £10 
notes were issued, showing a 
portrait of Florence Nightin- 
gale, 1975. Today is the Feast 
Day of St Eleutherius of 
Iburnai, St Eucherius of 
Orleans, St Sadoth, Saints 
lyranruo, Zenobius and their 
Companions and St Wulfric. 

TOMORROW 
Births: Peter m. Tsar of 
Russia, 172; Carl Czerny, 
pianist, teacher and writer; 
1791; John Henry Newman, 
Cardinal 1801; Charles- 
Marie Jean-Albert Widoc, 
organist and composer; 1845; 
Sacha Guitry, actor; play- 
wright and director; 1885; 
Anals Nin, writer; 1903; 
Wystan Hugh Auden, poet, 
1907; Douglas Bader; Second 
World War fighter pilot 1910; 
Tad Dameron (Tadley 
Ewing Peake), jazz pianist 
composer and arranger; 1917. 
Deaths: Pope Julius n, 1513; 
Jethro Tift agricultural 
writer; 1741; Kurt Eisner, 
Bavarian premier; assassi- 
nated in Munich 1919; 

George Ellery Hale, 
as tr o nomer; 1938; Malcolm X 
(Littie), black leaden mur- 
dered 1965. On this day: 
freedom of worship was 
established in France. 1795; 
the first republic of Cuba 
was founded, 1901; the 
British protectorate over 
Egypt ended, 1922; the New 
Statesman was founded, 

1931; it was announced that 
British women aged 60 and 
over would receive the Old 
Age Pension, 1940; identity 

cards were abolished m 

Britain, 1952; in the United 
States, John Ehriichman, 
HR. HTflldeman and John 
Mitchell were sentenced 
after the Watergate affair; 
1975. Tomorrow is the Feast 
Day of St George of Amas- 
tris, St German us of Granfel 
St Peter Damian, St Robert 
Southwell and St Severian 
of Scythopolis. 


LECTURES 

TODAY 

National Gallery: Rebecca 
Drew, “Love Gii): Cranach* 
Cupid Complaining to 
Verms”, 12pm. 

Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Susan Bright, “The 
Body in Photography", 2pm. 
Tate Gallery: Laurence 
Bradbury; “Sickert, Painting 
and Cookery”, lpm. 

British Museum: Paul 
Collms, “From Village to City 
in the Ancient New East”, 
11.30am; Paul Collins, 
“Records and Writing in the 
Ancient Near East”, 1.30pm. 
National Portrait Gallery: 
Malcolm Warner; “John Ever- 
ett Millais Series. From Pri- 
vate to Public Millais’ career 
as a portraitist”, 3pm <0171- 
312 2463 for tickets). 

TOMORROW 
Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Alistair Robinson, 
“Nine Contemporary Photog- 
raphers”, 2pm. 

Tate Gallery: Laurence 
Bradbury, “Degas, Sculpture 
and Dance”, 2^opm. 

National Portrait Gallery: 
Paul Webb, “The Film Career 
erf Ian Carmichael”, 3pm. 


Dinners 

Defence and Security 
Forum 

Lady Olga Maitland, Presi- 
dent, Defence and Security 
Forum, presided at a dinner 
held yesterday evening in the 
House of Lords, London 
SWL Field Marshal Lord 
Inge, former Chief of 
Defence Staff was the guest 
speaker Col Philip Howes, 
Chairman, also spoke. 

RAF Strike Command 
A Ladies Guest Night was 
held by RAF Strike Command 
yesterday in the Officers’ 
Mess, Headquarters Strike 
Command, RAF High 
Wycombe, on the occasion of 
the retirement of Sqn Ldr J. 
Barber; Sqn Ldr M. O'Reilly 
Sqn Ldr D. Lyons, Fit Lt W. 
Bissett and Sit Lt S. Pittawey. 


Post Gazerte announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 01 71-293 2012 
p 4 -hour answering machine 0171-293 2011) or fax to 0171-293 2Q1Q. Please give a daytime telephone number. 



Three key principles 
on gene modification 


j THE GIVENNESS of creation is 
one of the deepest realities we 
face. AH around us is a com- 
plexity and glory which is not 
of our making. Cloud forma- 
tions, oak trees, insects and our 
own digestive systems are all 
provided for us, and scientific 
understanding in these areas 
has to involve respect for what 
is there. Genetic manipulation 
is born of the unravelling of 
codes, of elaborate languages 
that communicate in ways we 
yet dimly understand. Those 
scientists who are believers 
rightly respond with awe for the 
Creator and the complexity of 
creation. God creates in ways 
which are beyond the cleverest 
Wie normally just manage to 
describe adequately and use 
successful^ what we are given. 

But awe for the Creator is 
not the only response. Some- 
thing less modest is often in 
evidmee. Take one of the issues 
thrown up by gene technology 
in the current controversy own- 
ership. If sun, wind, rain, earth, 
minerals, organisms and cell 
structures are all given to us, 
we can use the word “owned” 
oafy loosely. The natural things 
around us are owned by the 
God who has made them and 
us. We receive things, steward 
them and pass them on. Land 
is shared out and used, but we 
do not possess it Bottled water 
is sold,- but the price is for the 
bottling. We are surrounded 
by a vast priceless creation, 
and whnt we pay for simply re- 
flects our labours, technology 
and trading patterns. It is 
added value. 

However, agribusinesses 
involved in genetic modification 
see it another way They claim 
rights of ownership. Vet the 
gene technologists do not 
actual^ invent the genes. They 
get them from existing brands. 
In creation terms the technol- 
ogy can be quite crude: using 
enzymes and plasmids to 
transfer genes from one 
organism to another; and even 
gunpowder to blast particles 
into the target celL The genes 
in aO their breathtaking, coded, 
life-shaping power are as sup- 
plied the Gr^’Ifedmdo^st 
The junior mechanics just 
fiddle around a bit 

Indeed, the analogy is apt If 
a manufacturer supplies a mag- 


nificent car, and a mechanic 
does some slight modifica- 
tions, no one would expect 
the mechanic to turn round 
and say, “The car is mine now. 
and I have the right to sell it for 
the full price.” Yfet that is pre- 
cisely the move that the 
GMO agribusinesses have 
made, and have established in 
international law. 

They have moved around a 
few genes and are claiming 
ownership of the genotype; ad- 
justed the carburettor and 
taken over the can And, where- 
as it is reasonable to pay a good 
mechanic, it is unreasonable to 
have to buy something we’ve 
alreadjy been given. 


Faith 

& 

Reason 

Elaine Storkey 

The boundaries 
between creation and 
manipulation may be 
blurred but it is still 
possible to set sound 
guidelines on genetic 
experimentation 


But there is another issue. 
The knowledge built into the 
Creation is vast and we know 
only a little. In Einstein's 
phrase, we are dipping our 
toes in an ocean of knowledge. 
A philosophy of science and 
technology based on Christian 
foundations builds in humility, 
because we need awareness of 
what we do not know. But it is 
easy for some at the boundaries 
of technology to focus only on 
what they do know to have a 
doctrine of effective omni- 
science. Belief in omniscience 
makes it become possible to 
take on any modifications, and 
assert: “These changes are 
safe” - even, it seems, to the 
extent of suppressing evidence 
to the contrary. And yet every 
human and technological ac- 
tivity is surrounded by 
unintended and unforeseen 


consequences. In this area the 
range of unintended conse- 
quences could be vast - diges- 
tive and human body effects, 
antibiotics, bacterial modifica- 
tion, effects on plant, animal, 
insect, bird populations, body 
and health implications and so 
on. We are talking large crops. 
It is possible to have tunnel, 
vision and not see what is out- 
side our tunnel Some of what 
we are doing will be beyond our 
vision and our ken. 

The GMOs may be good and 
they may not be, but if we respect 
the already excellent creation, we 
approach possible changes with 
some constraint Titanics sink. 
Technologies faiL We are stiC dis- 
covering why we need a range 
of natural foods which artificial 
foods cannot replace. What we 
do not know has been built into 
the procedures of good quality 
science. There are research 
routines, trials, tests, patterns 
of review and structures which 
prevent self-interest leading to 
biased results. 

It seems that if this issue is 
to be tackled properly we need 
three principles in place. The 
first requires respect for the 
integrity of creation and of 
the boundaries that have 
been established Ttechnotogical 
manipulation can never be a 
free-for-all. Transference of 
genes must rest on a sound 
ethical basis. The second prin- 
ciple is that there should be 
open access to whal the Creator 
has given us. The manipulation 
of genotypes is something like 
horticulture or patenting a 
technology and does not 
•amount to ownership in per- 
petuity. The third principle is 
that we need to recognise the 
limits of what we know. When 
new steps Hte this are taken the 
company must be patient with 
research, and be prepared to 
be held responsible for all 
unforeseen consequences. 

What has become evident is 
that these principles have not 
been followed. Marketing has 
nudged ahead of scientific 

ethics, appropriated ownership, 
caused deep concern in the 
Third World, and knowledge is 
asserted rather than proven. A 
pause now would be better than 
recrimination later It would 
also leave us still free to enjoy 
what the Creator has given. 
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ARTS & BOOKS 


The agony 
and the XTC 


Stubborn, single-minded, eccentric - that’s XTC. But a comeback . 
album of orchestrations? That’s so Andy Partridge. By John Morrish 


T aking simps from a dis- 
gusting brawn drink that's 
supposed to restore him 
after a bout of fiu, Andy 
Partridge of XTC is in an 
unusually quiet mood. But 
even when he’s recounting 
the band's woes, he can’t resist a joke. “It’s 
a catalogue of errors,” he agrees, then elab- 
orates. “It's an Argos catalogue oferrors.” 
It certainly appeared an error when, in 
1982, after years touring the world, he 
developed permanent stage-fright and 
took XTC off the road. With an album and 
single (“Senses Wbrking Overtime”) high 
in the British charts, they had seemed on 
the brink of a breakthrough. 

Nor was it necessarily sensible to spend 
five years suing their manager after an 
unpaid VAT bill for £300,000 dropped 
through Partridge's letterbox. They lost 
some £500,000 on the exercise. 

Nor was it transparently worthwhile to 
spend another five years “on strike” in an 
attempt to escape frorp their “back of afeg 
packet" contract with Virgin records. 

And. even now; there are those who won- 
der whether the right way to come back 
after seven years of silence is with a 
record dominated by orchestrations: this 
from a band who made their name with an. 
album called Drums And Wires. But Par- 
tridge is not in the mood for doubts: “I was 
more excited putting the stuff together for 
this record, in more nervous anticipation, 
than I was for our very first album.” 

XTC “downed plectrums” in 1992 after 
Virgin records suddenjywithdrew their last 
single. Since then, they’ve effectively been 
paralysed. “If we'd done anything as XTC, 
Virgin would have owned it If we'd farted 
in the bath, they would have owned that,” 
he says. 

They took odd jobs, musical and other- 
wise, surviving on what Partridge calls “a 
low average wage” from publishing Andy 



hailed briefly as The Godfather of Britpop, 
worked with Cathy Dennis, IbnyHaO, Blur 
and others. Cofin Moulding, bass player and 
songwriter; did some sessions and made 
stained glass. Guitarist Dave Gregory, 
with only a nominal share of the publish- 
ing had to work moving rental cars around 
the country and not for the first time. 

But Partridge continued to write. He also 
built a studio in his garden shed, where he 
created increasingly finished demos, 
despite uproar in his personal life. In 
America in the early Eighties, he bad met 
a woman called Erica Wexlec Their asso- 
ciation threatened his marriage: on the 
Skylarking album, the band's biggest 
success in America, a track called “Another 
Satellite” was intended to warn her away. 
Luckily for him. she was not easily 
dissuaded. “I fell jam-side up,” he says, 
gesturing upstairs where Erica can be 
heard dumping about 

In the meantime, his wife Marianne had 
left him for another man. Partridge cap- 
tured his anger in a song called “Your Dic- 
tionary”, Intended, he says, “as an exercise 


to get the pus out of the top of my head”. 
It appears on the new album, which is 
hardly diplomatic. 

ftrtridge, no bousehusband, row found 
himself looking after his two young children 
for half the year. He began drinking 
heavily, until prostate trouble told him to 
stop. “It reduces you to real old man 
status,” he says. Then there was an inner- 

fn fevHon fhat might Haro * rfanfcrvrt him 

Butin the midst of his turmoils he sur- 
prised himself by finding “a new sound”. 
“River of Orchids”, the opening tracked the 
new album, began as a two-bar riff built up 
from pizzicato string samples, layered 

with rhants and mrindie fra g men t,*: “T think- 

it sounds like a nursery rhyme,” says 
Partridge, “which pleases me no end.” 

In 1997, free of Virgin, the band began 
preparing a new album Cohn Moulding 
had, as usual, a han dful of songs in prim- 
itive shape. Andy bad 40, finished. He 
insisted that the new record be a double 
album of 21 son^, half 1 “crdrostic", and half 
electric- In the event it will appear as two 
separate records: Apple Venus Volume l 
and Volume 2. 

Partridge once wrote his songs by 
stamping his foot and strumming into a 
mono cassette. Now he makes digital 
demos to his shed, then replicates them in 
his producer’s computer: Fbr the orches- 
tral Apple %nus, the budget allowed a day 
of recording at Abbey Road, where a 40- 
piece band played arrangements written 
fay Mike “WomWes" Batt But the human 
string players could not match the math- 
ematical precision of “River of Orchids”, 
as programmed by Partridge and producer 
Haydn BendalL Nor could the woodwinds 
cope with the computerised ostmato in 
“Greenmail”, another fine example of Par- 
tridge’s armchair paganism. The orches- 
tra became a glorified sample, cut and 
pasted together to achieve the “Vaughan 
Williams with a hard-on” sound required. 



XTC, then (left) and now. Partridge admits: Tm more excited about this than I was about our first album' 


Before all that, however, the new meth- 
ods had taken their toll elsewhere. After 
waiting years to make the record, then 
months to slot his guitar parts into the 
spaces allocated to him, Dave Gregory 
decided he’d had nnmigh He had been in 
the band for 19 years. 

According to Partridge: “I said to him, 
’Look Dave, I need to do these vocals in 
peace, and I cant concentrate with you 
sitting there shaking your head and going 
on about how it’s all foeked. So would you 
take a break while I do my vocals?' And be 
took that as permission far him to go." 

Gregory and Partridge have not spoken 
since, although there have been bitter 
faxes. Gregory presents his departure as 
a matter of craft skills displaced by new 
technology and he tries to be conciliatory. 
“It’s not the record I wanted to make after 
six years of doing nothing, but it’s a fine 
alburn,” he says. ‘T think Andy’s done a 
good job in recording the songs. Plus, there 
was a lot of personal stuff between Andy 
and me that got a bit out of hand." 


Recently, be has played a few sessions 
and recorded a new version of “No Milk 

Today" for Peter Noone of Herman’s Her- 
mits. Friends have received copies of his 
Remoulds, in whch Gregory creates 
brilliant Tom Eea ting-style forgeries of 
tracks ranging from “Macarthur Park” to 
“All Along The Watchtower”. 

What undermined Gregory within XTC 
was that he was not a writer Recently, 
thoug h, he hag been mulling over the un- 
finished he accumulated overtbe 
y e ars, with the aim Of assembling an 
album of his own. And what will it be like? 

real kit of drums, a guitar going through 
an amplifier that’s the essence of rock 
mnric-and where I come from. But there's 
nothing wrong with hi-tech, pseudo - 
classical stuff,” he says, and se ems entirely 
sincere. ‘Tm a big fan of Prog Rock.” 
Partridge is currency thinking about Hat- 
ume 2, to be recorded in Colin Moulding’s 
garage outride Swindon. All very XTC. 
Partridge admits he lives in a limbo 
between rock’n’roll and real life. Sociable 


and effortlessly entertaining he admits to 
having no friends. “It’s an only child 
tiling," he says, quite cheerfully. 

XTC, he says, is no longer a band. “It’s 
more of a brand. It’s more HP Sauce than 
CTPr ffp’rft two ydfeh mMrikvaged giLs who 
make the music we make. I often see 
peopl e our age in frauds and I think ‘You’re 
pretending now! Ybu’re pretending to be 
rebellious, you're putting on this fake 
stance. I bet you wish you were at home 
with your slippers on. looking through your 
stamp collection'." 

Partridge’s single-mindedness and his 
virion have cost XTC a lot over the years. 
At the same time, they have probably kept 
XTC going. He surely must have been 
temp ted, many times, to jade it all in, but 
he says not “It’s not that I think Fm going 
to save the planet with my songs,” he in- 
sists. “Tm realistic about that now. But I 
can’t stop writingT’—' 

Apple Venus Volume V is released on 
Cooking Vinyl on Monday (Cook CD 2721 
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THE PLAY L t GILT 


THE ALBUM JIM! tfngf 



THE OPERA PARSIFAL 




Finnish synth-noster Jfani 
Tfenor returns with a 
second UK release. 
Organism, which 
Includes the fortbcoming 
single “Tfear of the .. . 
Apocalypse.” 


Nfluriais Lebnhoff’s . 
production of Wagner’s 
Parslfat at the SiO sees 
the action strip p ed of • 
r eli g i ous imagery and set 
in a post-nuclear 
wasteland. 


THE TV PROGRAMME 

r> v " A 


the week in Review 

n 

Si 


h 


GOOD 




POOR 


CRITICAL VIEW 


P»m Schrader’s; Weak 
s*udy of fadierhood and 
fata Hs»nt based on Rimed 
Banks’s novel, stars Mac 
Nolte as a man strueeflne 
to escape .Ms. vtoSenr • . 
father’s fnfliieocc 


Dorian DonneOao cfirects 
Corneille’s 1(S37 
tragi<omedy ln this 
modem-dress s taging u 
fpUows riie story of a 
young man who slafs Ms 
lover’s fathee 


“Nick Nolte gives a performance of such 
rage and sorrow the screen seems hardly 
big enough to contain him," observed 
Anthony Qu'miL "the heaviness is a little 
stifling, but not inappropriate; Schrader's 
American tragedy has a dull finality chat is 
determinedly depressing,' opined Time Out, 
white The Guardian dedared: “Nolte has 


. "Donne! Ian is a master at cnea ring ashifting 
diagram of the psychological forces . 
operating at any one point... A lucid and 
passionate staging," wrote Raul Tkytoc - • 
"Donneifarfs achievement is to make old - 
.Spanish values sewn passionately . • 
significant rather than antique absurdities," 
noted the Evening Standard. "Superbly 


"Quirky and quixotic, it's bags of ftiri, and 
aptly tilled coo. Tenor blending his bisacs 
and samples to produce a warm, organic 
sound chat's light years away from the . 
more giadal tones of techno purists," 
decided Andy Gill. "Monpder-esque Moog 
eruptions. Money Mark funkadeba and 
spooky Dalek vocoders - sleazy listening 


"This provocative, intefijgent and very • . 
moving production of Mfegner’s perplexing 
masterpiece dares to ask questions for • 
which there are no easy answers.* decided 
Edward Secketson, adding. "lr is the 
agnostic Parsifof. It wants to believe, but it 
needs to know." "Moving and profound," .. 
wrote The Spectator. “Thoughtful and ' 


"The unwillingness of the programme to 
ride an explanation was^ flaw, but perhaps 
ft was a necessary price fopfre enthusiasm 
Cocker brought to the subject. The film was 
ap eloquent afgumen t in foyqur of art which 
may not bepreny. but is chci^c full of^fife.’’ 
revealed Robert Han ks. "If a dead sheep tan 
do It, so can alorTy-load of Smashed . ' 


rarely been better" "Schrader’s austere 
direction and Nolte’s raw portrayal of a 
man cracking up keeps Affliction firmly on 
track" decided the financial Times. 
"Schrader's lapses of judgement come das 
.to making the whole thing a travesty" 
spluttered The Express. "Infuriatingly .slow 
and sloppy," yawned the Daily Mad . ' 


fluid and intelligent." said the Fincmdaf 
Times, adding “Donne! Ian’s production 
rarely stops moving, swirling from scene 
to scene like an elaborate dance." "Spare 
staging, narrative clarity, indsive acting." 
reported The Times. : Le ad is a triumph,* 
pronounced The Daily Telegraph, and 
: Time Out deemed it "remarkable". 


indeed," remarked Uncut. T&ne Out was 
ecsatfc "One fabulous, spangled journey 
From start to finish", while The Face Found 
it “A stylish revelation", "Surprisingly down- 
tempo. Invariably cheesy and strangely 
soulful," reported the NME. "More than 
enough to command attention," mumbled 
The runes. 


satisfying," opined The Times. "The casting 
is from the ENO’s top drawer... but the • ' 
production is desperately short bf 
theatrical bite " noted the Financial Times;. . 
while 77w Daily Telegraph confessed: 

“I can’t help thinking that W&gner would 
have been exasperated by the ugty and - 
nihilistic interpretation foisted on it" 


VHIeroy and Boch," quipped the Daily Mail. 
calling the series "fascinating". ’"Cocker was 
but EO-prove a point', or rather to get a : ' 
better grade for his theafes about Ou tsider 
Art;" revealed the Evening Slxmdard,.yAvle 
the Daffy Telegraph decided *The choice bf 
pap star was the iceyi" "An unustial-take on 
life apd art," sald theDcn/y Reccvd.-:/' -. 


Intimacy on a grand scale 




By Fiona Sturges 


DEADLY 


1 OUR VIEW 

1 ON VIEW 

Those who were moved by The 
Sweet Hereafter - also based 
on a Banks novel - will be 
spellbound by Affliction. Nolte 
turns himself inside ± 

out in a performance 
that has been hotly 
tipped for an Oscac iS — < 

Affliction is on general 
release, certificate 1 5. 
IIS minutes 

The constant shift of passion 
and power is magnificently 
represented under Donne! Ian’s 
direction, white the potentially 
risfole Spanish code . 

of honour is broi^hr u 
up to date. A 
resounding success. 

Le Cid is at the 
Riverside Studios. 
London W6 until 
26 February. For 
bookings and 
enquiries call 
0181-237 ITU 

Tenor brings together cheesy 
synchs, complex jazz and 
swing arrangements and his 
kooky subject matter in this 
Impeccable album. 

The end of the world u 
has never sounded so 
much fun. j\—l 

Oponism is available 
from record shops on 
Vlbrp. Jimi Tenor will 
be performing at the 
Improv Theatre. W1 
on 25 February. For 
enquiries call 0171- 
387 2414. 

Wagner purists may be 
distracted by the stripped- 
down nature of Lehnhoff s 
interpretation; but the 
splendour of the 
ENO orchestra and . : 

the fine cast cannot 
foil to impress. . [ 

Parsifal will be at the 
Coliseum until 1 9 
March. For bookings 
and enquiries can 
0171-632 8300 

Despite his low college grade. 
Cocker showed a genuine 
interest in Outsider Art and 
1 uncovered some 
: interesting work, ' ' 

. though he foiled to '■j .. 
offer adequate • ' . ■[/ 
oiticaf appraisal. .. . . aV— C 

Journeys into the 
Outside With Jarvis 
Cocker continues next 
Tuesday at 1 1 .10pm. 
CA 


EXIT POLL 


TOSCA 

ROYAL ALBERT HAU 
LONDON 


33, theatre agent. 

London 

a l thought it was 
rosily good. 

Susan Bullock 
was fantastic and 
the staging really 

worked- 1 have seen R*c a lota of 
fa’maa, but the stand-out quality for 
me was the sound. This time it 
sounded realty spectacular and aN 

the voices were great’ 


QUADUNG 

64, housewife, 

Gravesend 
‘It was very good. 

I thoroughly 
enjoyed tt, 
especially the 

idea of It being in 
the round. And having the actors 
constantly walking through the 
audience and on to the stage. It 
wee slightly scary, looking around 
and seeing dark figures come 
down the stairs. The only downside 
was that I thought the orchestra 
drowned out the singers in the star, 
but as tt progressed Ms balanced 
Itself out.’ 


26, mecbcal sales 
rep, London 
‘I thought It was 
ready good and 
very emotional. 

It’s the second 
time I Hava been 
to the opera, but 
it was different because It was a 
much bigger place to HU. And 
because this was in the round, 
there was a different atmosphere. I 
thought ft was fantastic and Susan 
Bullock was excellent Her voice Is 
beautiful, really really nice. I 
thought she made ft.’ 


it to the 
wcastle. 

a free 
irriteto 

ideper.- 
dor. i E.’-J 
o allow 
•pear 


55, livery company 
clerk, London 
‘What 1 particularly 

Gked was the very 
dramatic setting, 
and a good use of 
the open space. The floor clock 
was beautifully styled, and made 
you think of a church. And the 
props in general were simple, but 
highly effective and atmospheric. 
Which Is really how it Is supposed 
to be set’ 


IN LAST year's production of PucapPs* 
Madam Butterfly, the direct^ David 
Freeman showed that theje&eoftbe 
Albert Hall need not get in the way of 
dramatic intimacy. As be said at the 
time, boxers don’t boot bigat the Albert 
Hall; simflariy, fee bey far singers is not 1 
to act trig and operatic, but to draw fee 
audience into the clinches. 

The same composer’s Zbsca poses 
different problems, not least because 
the eponymous heroine does,' indeed, 
act big and operatic. Not for her But- 
terfly's sweet stoicism. She is amte- 
one who makes an aria out of a crisis, 
and fee relationship that matters in the 
opera is not between Tbsca and her 
lover Cavaradossi, but between Tosca 
and the lecherous chief of police, 
Scarpia. Since she kails him at fee end 


OPERA 

r- 

TOSCA 

ROYAL ALBERT HALL ... 

LONDON ' 

of Act 2, Act 3 often misses the target 
even tithe bullets that kffl Cavaradossi 
don’t, andtbsca’s climactic suicide all 
too easily seems the desperate act of 
a foolish woman. 

It is to fee credtt of Freeman’s stag- 
ing that fee tension is sustained 
through feat final act, so feat Tbsca’s 
suicide has something of fee force of 
meaningful sacrifice. There is a 
genuine verismo whiff to the produc- 
tion, right down to the reekof incense 
that fills fee nostrils as you enter the 
auditorium. The details, though, do not 


crowd out fee drama, and David 
Roger’s spare but evocative sets use 
every inch of fee arena, while leaving 
roomfra-Freeman'sattentivemise-en- 
so6ne:Cavaradassfs easel has the look 
of a gallows, warning ns that he, like 
Tosca, will fee for his art 

Sung in Amanda Holden’s succinct 
translation, fee opera benefits from 
amplification feat may blur some 
musical contours in unnatural 
perspectives, but allows fee drama to 
breathe. The sound is not kind to all 
fee voices, and lends the BBC Concert 
Orchestra under Peter Robinson a 
*TridayNi^isMusicNi0it"blatan£3i 
not wholly inappropriate to Puccini. 

Susan Bullock’s Tbsca dominates 
proceedings, the tone fevered and 
sincere if sometimes spread too thin. 



John Uhlenhopp’s Cavaradossi fares 
less well the microphone emphasis-, 
ing a sense of strain, but this is, after 
all, a man al the end of his tether Keith - 
Latham’s Scarpia is all brute bluster; 
more subtlety might not go amiss. 

Wife cleanly etched cameos from 
the supporting cast, this is a real 
ensemble performance. Opera on this 
scale will never supplant opera house 
performa nces, bu t in the right hands, 
it offers a different and viahle set of pos- 
sibilities, not the least of which is being 
able to follow fee drama moment fay 
moment And in a composer such as 
Puccini, that pays rich dividends. 

nick Kimberley 

A version of this review appeared in 
later editions qf yesterday’s paper 'Tosca’: the details don't crowd out the drama 


Andeno Buurman 


Plato - the transsexual musical 


arts Diary 


“DO YOU know who I am?” shouted 
the n ^i wmiar, cowboy-batted African- 
American drag performer; on stage - 
at the Bowery Ballroom. The crowd 
at fee Manhattan night-chib - three 
floors erf suspiciously straight-looking 
white people - screamed out wrong 
guesses at her name. 

But thin horde was well acquaint- 
ed with another drag queen, A fiction- 
al one named Hedwig. They were at 
the ballroom to celebrate the year- 
old musical Hedwig die Angry Inch 
and its spanking new cast album. 

In the play Hedwig recounts the 

story of her life an East German “slip 

of a girlie-boy” undergoes a botched 
Iron Curtain sea change (thus the 
“angry inch" of the title) and becomes 
an American trailer-park divorcee 
working “the jobs we call blow”. 
Decked out in a Fhrrab Fhwcett wig 
and a stonewashed denim frock with 


an adolescent rock-god-to-be, ami 


AS A well-chosen primerfor Lauryn 
Hill Live (Radio l, Sunday). Trevor 
N elson played “Vocab”, a Ehgees 

track lifted from a 1994 BBC sessKffl. 

The tune’s insistent nodding 


young singer and MC, who has now 
4 gone solo. Lauryn Hill describes 
* her music as honest and spiritual, 
and before taking to the stage she 
spoke with poetic reverence about 
some of the artiste who inspired her: 

Whitney Houston, she said, pos- 
sesses an “anointed voice”, while 

Aretha Franklin was her teacher ana 

didn’t even know it Miss JED has her 
own accomplished way withwords, 
but she pointed to Curtis Mayfield as 

the guy whose lyrics were “prettier 
, than all the world". 

Another master of fee vocab was 

Matthew Arnold (1822-S8), and his 

poem “Dover Beach” opened a new 


finally becomes herself, a demi-* 
gendered singer 

While Hedwig fee dingy 
chanteuse is a bit ofioser; Hedwig the 
play is anything but The New York 
theatre critics’ pet wifi soon be a 
movie. And you may be seeing Hed- 
wig at a London theatre near you. 

The play has deserved accolades 
for its music, which ranges from Iggy 
Pop to Indie-pop, and also for its un- 

sentimental picture of a drag diva - 
more Courtney Love than Judy Gar- 
land. Hedwig is given to clever angry 
patter When asked what creature 
had to die, for her to have her ratty 
for coat, Hedwig quips: *My Aimt 
Trudy”. But does fee much-beloved 
Hedwig indicate a new affection for 
New 'folk's transgendered people? 

“Ffims such as frisciBa, Queen of 
the Desert andlb Wong Foo have 
made drag non-fereatening and have 
created expectations and audiences 
for something even ‘edgier 1 , tike 


series entitled Clouded Hills (World 
Service, Monday). In this first pro- 
gramme, Richard Holmes planned to 
read aloud on the very beach that 
inspired the great work, but, as he 
hrmsglF pointed out, fee problem 
these days is to find it Searcbing&r 
s omething poetic in modern-day 
Dover turned out to be quite a chal- 
lenge as he battled between columns 
of freight trucks bound for the 
Continent Eventually, however; he 
witiie it on to the shingle. Then, his 
voice almost lost in a bitter wind, he 
began reading. Somehow it seemed 
worth fee struggle. 

When a father observes his son 
firing for the undertaker’s auto- 
graph at a funeral, you may expert 
him to find it mildly disturbing. 
Especially when fee boy’s own 
grandmother just been buried. Yet in 
Kit Wright's short story This Thing 
of Darkness (RacBo 4, Saturday), fee 


New York 
diary 



alissa quart 


Hedwig,” says Eric Clarke, a Rocke- 
feller FteQow at the Lesbian and Gay 
Studies Center at fee City University 
of New fork. 

“Of course, people generally just 
want to see drag and transsexuality 
as entertainment, not on the street 
or in the supermarket” he adds. 


The Week 
in Radio 


Magnus Mills 


offspring’s growing interest in be- 
reavement is positively encouraged. 
While Dad scans fee papers for 
forthcoming sad events, his son 
takes a Saturday job at the local fun- 
eral parlour; whose proprietor de- 
clares graveify feat “the industry 
must a^ust itself to fee times onde”. 


Unlike Patrick Swayze in a dress, 
Hedwig isn't just a mound of sparkle. 
She conveys suffering and world- 
weariness, mourning her never-was 
career and her lost loves. Her songs 
are sophisticated: Hedurig’s best 

number is dedicated to Plato’s andro- 
gyne. One theatre critic (a fan! com- 
pared it with Rocky Horror, but the 
show in fact aspires to be a trasb-rock 
version of Plato’s Symposium. 

At the Bowery Bafiroom, Cheater 
(also the play’s on-stage band, The 
Angry Inch) played to a drag-loving 
bet cro w d, among which straight 
men built like sparkplugs wondered 

out loud when the evening’s Hedwig 
Iookatike competition would get 
under way. With the bewigged drag 
queens m such short supply one man 
started fetishismg a “real” woman 
bartender with Hedwig-feemed hair 
- two gargantuan pony tails com- 
plemented by a dog-collar and a 
schoolgirl pout 


The tale, read by the author; had a 
perfect ending that cannot be re- 
vealed here in case of repeats. 

The next story is, apparently, 
true. The two companies that buflt 
the Transcontinental Railroad 
across the United States in the last 
century were making so much 
money that when they met in the 
middle, they both refused to stop. In- 
stead, they kept going far another 100 
miles each, leaving a big overiap of 
unwanted track. 

This was one of the facts un- 
earthed in Behind the Iron Horae 
(Radio i Saturday). The railroad 
allowed Americans to travel west and 
“finish fee landscape”, as one con- 
temporary put it Cavalry posts were 
es tablish ed to protect the construe- , 
tian workers from fruhan attacks, and 
gppeial railroad towns were built to 
cater for foe workmen's basic needs, 
wife separate winter quarters setup 


"Her hair is fabulous!” (me man 
cried. “She’s fierce," said another. 
“No. she’s fabulous," chimed a third. 

Clarke compares Hedwig to an- 
other diversion in what he calls an 
“East Village touristic" vein - the 
weekly “Posy Night” at a Manhattan 
bar named Cock. 

“All of a sudden, straight people 
and conventional gay men are linin g 

u p, pa ying s anrl watnhin g mPTTth prg 

of fee audience do the most dis- 
gusting, unrepeatable things wife 
their bodies for a $100 prize," says 
Clarke. One of those “unrepeatable” 
acts was akin to what the Eighties 
performance artist Karen Pinky did 
wife yams. 

Hedwig is also something of a 
work of West Village tourism. After 
Hedwig the play, theatre-goerspour 
out on to the Wtest Side Highway and 
walk towards the subway. And as they 
do, they ignore fee Meat Packing 
district’s many real transsexuals. 


for fee Chinese and Irish labourers. 
Then, when all this hard work was 
eventually finished, America deckled 
that it preferred cars and aero- 
planes after all. 

Who needs land anyway whenyou 
can occupy cyberspace? That was 
the question explored in Virtual 
Spires (Radio 3, Saturday). Accom- 
panied by a Dutchman called Simon 
Says, the listener entered a virtual 
world accessible only on fee com- 
puter screen. As a piano planked eer- 
ily in the background, we heard 
Simon Says describe fee pretend 
world feat he and his virtual neigh- 
bours have created. “It’s veiy nice 
scenery "he said. “AD snowy." There 
were cathedral walls he could fly 
throqgh, if he so^ wished, and breath- 
taking architecture within. Obvi- 
ousta of course, we couldn't see any 
Of this on fee radio, _and had to rely 
entirely pn what Simon Says said. 



he rest of fee cast 
these things ? 

Perhaps they are!' 
same people who drt 
up fee new-look Olrvi 
a clumpy attempt tel 
dramatic, fee award 
of Best New Play to 
The Weir was not 
announced until the 
following week, 
which meant that it 
received little 
publicity. Andre 
Ptaszynski, presides 
of fee Society of 
London Theatre, is tl 
godfather of fee new 
format He says dinn 
jackets and glitz give 
wrong image of fee 
theatre. Really? Do t 
red carpets and 
on tiandtshjy expensr 
fashions of fee Oscar 
people off going to fill 


Management Group, the 
sports marketing guru that 
5 set up IMG Arts 
ejects. It says it has 
en formed “to meet a 
;ed for arts 
nanagement 
consultants who were 
also experienced arts 
professionals with a 
strong business edge 
and corporate ties who 
were willing to 
provide clients with 
daily hands-on 
distance wife 
rforming arts projects 
eh as managing 
■fonnance venues and 
forming arts 
inisations". Ah, you 
that’s not artspeak, 

's management 
ultantspeak. But is 
lere any longer a 
inference? 


i 
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Finding the exit from hell 

Lewis Wolpert’s depression brought more pain than his wife’s death. Julie Wheelwright asks why 

A psychiatrist friend of mine 
described meeting a former 
patient in a lobby of the Na- 
tional Theatre. Since the man 
had ended his treatment, my 
friend made his way through 


A psychiatrist friend of mine 
described meeting a former 
patient in a lobby of the Na- 
tional Theatre, Since the man 
had ended his treatment, my 
friend made his way through 
the crush to enquire how he was. But al- 
though the psychiatrist had seen his patient 

througha tonifying bout of mental illness, 
the man Felt unable to acknowledge him. 
When he saw the doctor coming, he turned 
and melted into the crowd. Despite its 
prevalence, sufferers from mental illness 
still bear stigmata of weakness and shame. 

The facts, however, are indisputable: de- 
pression remains a hidden seam of misery 
within our society. The charity SANE fields 
1,000 calls per week, the majority from peo- 
ple with clinical depression. One person in 
five suffers from depression at some point 
in their lives. In the UK, more than 5,000 
people commit suicide every year; more 
than 100,000 make a serious attempt The 
Wbrid Health Organisation predicts that 
by 2020, depression will top the global chart 
as the most pervasive serious illness, 
more pervasive than either heart disease 
or cancer. 

Lewis Wolpert biology professor at Uni- 
versity College, London, has stepped out 
of the closet to describe his own slide into 
depression and to proride sufferers with a 
deeper understanding of the illness. 
Malignant Sadness: the anatomy of de- 
pression tfhbei; £9.99), which accompanies 
a BBC2 series, chronicles the intense de- 
spair that lead him to an obsession with sui- 
cide and finally to find redemption in a 
psychiatric ward The book is striking in its 
clarity about the mind's capacity to swing 
out of control and in our growing under- 
standing that such events may be triggered 
by neurochemicals rather than simple 
human tragedy. 

.Wolpert argues that unless you have suf- 
fered depression, you canno t begin to 
imagine its torture. In the hierarchy of pain, 
he believes his illness was worse than wit- 
jiessing in 1997 the death from breast can- 
cer of Ms beloved second wife, J3I Neville, 
the Australian writer “I am ashamed to 
admit that my depression felt worse than 
her death,” he writes, “but it is true. I was 
in a state that bears no resemblance to any- 
thing I had experienced before" 

There is a deEdous irony in meeting Pro- 
fessor Wolpert to discuss the darkest mo- 
ments ofhis depression Deemed the “lord 
high contradictory" by Jill Neville, he 
rocks with an intellectual passion, is un- 
afraid to admit his frailties and appears to 
have an unquenchable appetite for life. 
Within seconds of meeting we have 
launched into a conversation about cycling; 
since I have appeared with my helmet 
tucked under my^arm, and he is a com- 
mitted urban cyclist We squeeze into his 
closet-sized office, piled high with books, pa- 
pers and coffee cups, to sit on dilapidated 
chairs. The February sun streaks through 
grimy windows; all is right with the world. 

Then Wolpert delves back into the time 
when doubt, anxiety and despair enfolded 
him. It was before Jill became ill: they had 
a happy marriage, he had a great job and 
was looking forward to travelling to his for- 
mer home in South Africa. Butwhen he de- 
veloped atrial fibrilation (a common and 
non-threatening anythmia of the heart), he 
began to fantasise about felling Ql and dying 
in a remote place. “I began to feel very 
weird. I can describe it no other way." 
Wolpert realised he was iO when he be- 



■<! » 


LEWIS WOLPERT, A BIOGRAPHY 


Born in South Africa in 1939. Lewis 
Wolpert trained as an engineer and 
once had a job with the Israel Plan- 
ning Department He then became a 
cell biologist in London. He is chair- 
man of the Royal Society's Committee 


for the Public Understanding of Sci- 
ence and was awarded the CBE in 
1990. His books include A Passion for 
Science , The Triumph of the Embryo 
and, with Alison Richards, The Un- 
natural Nature of Science. The scien- 


came obsessed with thoughts about sukade, 
which grew more insistent over several 
weeks. He stopped functioning, shedding 
all the activities that gave him intense plea- 
sure, such as working, writing and cycling. 
His wife was convinced the trip to South 
Africa (where his father was murdered 20 
years before), along with his impending re- 
tirement had fuelled the depression. 

Then suddenly he was unable to sleep 
and began to take tranquSisers. “It took obfy 


a few weeks before I had descended into 
depression,” he says, the furrows in- 
creasing in his usually animated face “I was 
suicidal, I thought I was going mad." 

His waking moments were consumed 
with planning his exit as he hoarded his 
heart pQls and sleeping tablets. “My wife 
was very angry and thought that my be-' 
hariour was totalty unfair to her and to tbe 
children. So she told me that if I still felt 
the same in a year's time, she would help 


tific research ofhis own that brought 
public attention followed a fertilised 
egg from embryo to new-born infant. 
He also presents many radio pro- 
grammes on science. His second wife, 
the novelist Jill Neville, died in 1997. 


me commit suicide." When I ask if he 
thought she meant it, he insists, as tears 
well up in his eyes, “yes, absolutely^. 

“JEl never understood my depression, it 
was a total mystery to hen" But her break- 
ing-point with Wo^ert was the catatyst for 
him to seek professional help, in the psy- 
cho-geriatric ward at the Royal Free Hos- 
pital in north London. There he began his 
journey back to mental health. After a 
course of anti-depressants and many 


sessions of cognitive therapy his frac- 
tured sense of sdfbegan to reintegrate. An- 
other irony surfaces. Despite Jill Neville's 
steady physical decline, Wolpert says that 
she never became depressed. There was 
rage and sadness, but never the descent 
into that black pit of utter despair 
■ Four years after the gloom lifted, 
Wblperfs book reflects his ability to take 
a forensic approach tohis experience. A re- 
search scientist, he has assembled the lat- 
est findings on depression while providing 

an higtnroal and social context for them. 
By dissecting our social history he reveals 
our fears a nd confusion, and why we are 
unable to shake off a sense of shame. 

“Even I haven't escaped the stigma," he 
admits. “T was recently giving a big lecture- 
in Geneva and this friend of mine kept ask- 
ing. ‘why do yon thmk your depression was 

biological?' Even I insist mine was triggered 

by a driig that I was taking for my heart and, 

erf course, it had no psychological base." 

But Malignant Sadness suggests a 
complex interplay between the brain and 
the psyche. This provides the book’s most 
fascinating insights Studies of identical 
twins provide, for example, strong evidence 

frw-a gpnptip mmpn npntTn d ppTRSflOn , SUg- 

gestingits heritobitityatmorethan50per 
cent Almost a quarter of those with de- 
pression hare dose relatives who have also 
suffered from a depressive illness. There 
is also the mystery of why in 40 per emit 

Of depressinns an individ ual improves ' 

with little or no intervention at afl. 

There is no scientific formula for men- 
tal healffi, just as there are few dues to what 
ran turn grief into full-blown Hinical de- 
pression. “Apart frrsn bereavement it is not 
always easy to identify significant life 
events in a d e pres sed patients life,” he 
writes. “Memory has a variable reliability, 
and there may well be a distortion of 
events, for mrampu^ the overemphasising 
of an event in order to make the depres- 
skm more understandable.” So while many 
schools of psychotherapy encourage pa- 
tients to script a meaningful narrative of 
their history the depressive may also need 
help to right a chemical imhalannp- 

“We want and need to know how emo- 
tions and thinking can affect tfre chemistry 
of the brain and how the chemistry of the 
brain affects our thinking and feeling,” 
writes WblperL He argues that drugs and 
the talking cure each hare their place. How- 
; 6ve^'tiiere azb’poDple who can overcome 
a depression* simpfy through a limited 
-'bimfo^bftBS^ot^rapeutic sessions: So* " 
why, he asks, are NHS patients so readily 
offered drugs and so rarely therapy? The 
answer comes down to cost There are 

frightening suggestions e manating farm the 
US that the benefits of psychotherapy are 
being denigrated simply because insurance 
companies consider it too ex pensi ve. 

Our best hope for finding a cure for de- 
pression might lie in biological research, 
but Wolpert doesn’t dismiss the importance 
ofraiang social awareness. Now that he has 
so boldly gone public about his illness, he 
has discovered colleagues and even dose 
friends who hare also struggled to survive 
the malignant sadness. His realises they 
all share a relief at escaping from this liv- 
ing hell and the haunting fear that it may 
return. “It is still miraculous that I am back 
to normal. Ifeel like Lazarus risen from the 
dead and given a second chance.” 

Lewis Wblperfs series *A Living Hefl" 
starts an BBC2 on Wednesday 3 March. 


COVER 



A SURPRISE treat for Stephen 
Eng fans. Despite comments that 
he might not write any more 
books, the prolific author has 
fakwi his publishers by surprise, 
producing an unscheduled novel 
to be published in April. “An 
unexpected pregnancy" is how he 
hag described The Giri Who 
Loved Ibm Cordon, a story of a 
little girl lost who listens to 
baseball games and believes 
herself a friend of Tom Gordon, in 
fact as in fiction a pitcher with the 
Boston Red Sox. Gordon has 
“blessed" the book and each of ■ 
the games described actually 
happened - Eng is a serious fan. 
The novel is being rushed 
throu gh to be on sale before the 
baseball season opens on 13 April. 


PENNY JUNOR, whose recent 
opus attempted a rehabilitation of 
Charles by & debunking of Diana 
(which prompted death threats on 
her US tour), has another subject 
in her sights: Sir Elton John, of 
whom she is no particular fan. 
She’s doubtless planning more 
muck-raking but, since Elton has 
pretty much confessed all and 
fans won’t pay good money for 
warts only, publishers are not too 
keen. Nor should they be, given 
the cold shower HaiperCoIlins 
took on Junor’s Charles book. 


A GOOD month for Beryl 
Bainbridge. Following her Author 
of the Year Award, she has won 
the James Tail Black Memorial 
Prize for Master Gecrrgie. At 
£3,000 Jt's not as valuable as the 
Booker or the Whitbread, but 
Bainbridge is not known for 
avarice. Just so long as she has 
enough to keep her in ciggies. 


FOLLOWING MONTHS of 
accepting the applause on behalf 
of father Ted, Frieda Hughes this 
week takes a bow as a poet 
WooroZoo, published this week by 
Bloodaxe Books, inhabits, 
territory farniliar tn readers of 
her half-dozen children's books _ 
antftanS of Her paintings. : '- 
Unsurprisingly, death and 
ahflnikinmm t are among the 
themes explored in a collection 
that bears the ample dedication 
“Par Daddy with lover. 


HEINEMANN CLAIMS that True 
At First Light, the “new” Ernest 
Hemingway work it will publish in 
the summer, has only just been 
discovered. In fact it’s been 
known about for years; but son 
Patrick decided it should not 
appear until after the death of 
Papa’s widow Mary, as the semi- 
fictional journal features a liaison 
with an African woman. The 
contract was finally agreed in 
Paris, at the Ritz, on what turned 
out to be the morning following 
Dodi and Diana’s last supper. 

The Literator 


Macho boyos and the hoodlums 

Tobias Jones tramps our own mean streets and meets a crack squad of hard-boiled Brits 


THERE'S NO such thing as in- 
nocence". wrote Mickey 
Spillane in his notr classic. 
Kiss Me. Dcadh/; “innocence 
touched with guilt is as good a 
deal as you con get” That line 
has become the leitmotif or 
the hard-boiled, hard-bitten 
genre in which everyone is 
soiled and cynical. American lit- 
erature has always had a rich 
scam of this urban gothic fle- 
boa full of paranoia and private 
eyes: Dashiell Hammett, 

Chester Himes, Raymond 
Chandler. Elmore Leonard, 
James Ellroy. Walter Mosley. 

Until recently. British crime- 
writing has been set more amid 
the spires than the mean 
streets. Aggressive, taut writ- 
ing about urban criminality 
has appeared, usually only to 
veer into the surreal or else to 
be hijacked by boasts of manic 
drug-ingestion (step forward 
the usual suspects: Jeff Noon, 
Irvine Welsh. Will Self). 

Now. though, a dutch of 
thrillers is reinventing the 
genre for British tastes. The re- 
ceived wisdom is that today's 
male writing is suddenly 
touchy-feely but these thrillers 
come not with the “scent of 
dried roses" but with the whiff 
of cordite. Why now? It maybe 
that years of club drugs and 
Conservatism have served up 
the same paranoia as Mc- 
Carthyism and tite Cold War did 
during the flowering of Ameri- 





Flve Pubs, Two Bars 

and a Nightclub 

by John Williams 
Bloomsbury £9.99. 22App 

can “pulp culture" in the 1950s. 

Like then, we live at a time 
of rampant paperback pub- 
lishing: more than 100.000 
books published last year in 
Britain, and a fiction market 
worth over £220 million. The 
gothic of guns-and-giris, en- 
closed between lurid covers, is 
now likety to yield a fatter slice 
of that pie than an Aga-saga. 

Also, hard-boiled fiction - 
with its simple, scenic plot pro- 
gressions - translates easily to 
celluloid. Chandler and Ham- 
mett doubled as screenwriters, 
and recently the retro -glam of 
DevU in a Blue Dress or LA 
Confidential have introduced 
bourbon-swigging private eyes 
to a new generation. With a re- 
vitalised British film industry, 
authors with ambition want 


Cradle Co Brave 

by Garth Creer 

Ancftor. £9.99, 336pp 


films made of their books, and 
so will skew their writing into 
appropriate genres. Already 
James Hawes's A White Merc 
With Fins (not quite non; but 
certainfy$ri$) is in production. 
Others are hoping to follow. - 
John Williams's linked set of 
stories Five Pubs, Two Bars 
and A Nightclub ta dreadful title 
for a brilliant book) has all the 
right raw ingredients. As the 
Wurb has it “Gangsters, pimps, 
dealers, bookies and the Nation 
of Islam. Welcome to Cardiff.” 
It’s notoriously difficult to fake 
the streetwise underworld, but 
Williams has already written a 
factual book about crime in 
Cardiff’s docklands, Bloody 
Valentine ; and his book rings 
true through every twist and 
turn. 


Losing Faich 

by Daniel Blythe 

Hamish Hamilton. £9.99, 25Spp 


This is an ensemble piece 
about black gangsters in 
Cardiff, with drug-deals, pros- 
titution and a pirate radio sta- 
tion. Tony, recently released 
from prison, suddenly finds 
himsrif caught in a gang war 
between his cousin B2fy and 
Kenny IbaduDa, a Malcolm X 
wannabe. The book has all the 
classic traits of urban novr. 
slick plot coldblooded betray- 
als and withering one-liners. 

But Williams toys wonder- 
fully with the genre. Seeming- 
ly aware of the difficulties of a 
straight, boyo adoption of 
Harlem patois, he apes Amer- 
icanisms while satirising them. 
He' uses the’ word “bitches" 
only to qualify it “Eke they say 
in . the down-in-the-hood 
movies." He mocks the use of 


“yardie": “the closest they’ve 
been to Jamaica’s a day trip 
down PortbcawL” His stories 
are refreshingly reafistic about 
the small-timers, foil of bitr 
part dealers using hydroponic 
gear to grow their grass and 
people pimping just to make 
some cash. 

Daniel Blythe’s Losing Ftnth 
and Gareth Creaks Cradle Tb 
Grave promise almost exactly 
the same sinister formula. 
Blythe's blurb offers “experi- 
ments with drugs, sex and 
violence"; Greer's an “under- 
world of dubs, drugs and ob- 
sessive lust”. They both, of 
course; also hare an exotic; 
albeit suspicious, death, and a 
lot of authorial sleuthing. (Both, 
by the way come to the genre 
not via the streets but the lec- 
ture hall: Blythe is completing 
a doctorate in German Ro- 
manticism, while Creer has a 
PPE degree and an MA in cre- 
ative writing.) 

The whispers of Blythe’s 
characters “echo as loud a 
gunshots" and Greer's book is 
full of wonderfully short, jaded 

sentences: “the sun is out now 

steaming urban re prisals " or 
“Babies cry, mothers swear 
Dogs roam." Set against the 
urban backdrop of London, all 
elements of humanity in Cra- 
dle tO Grace are riiminishpri- 
“the platform is oozing bodes 
back into the corridor. The 
mass shifts. People jockey like 




The less welcoming face of Cardiff 


maggots going nowhere”. 

There’s the requisite grim 
description of the murder vic- 
tim, recreating that Hollywood 
moment when the tarpaulin is 
pulled back from the cadaver 
“It is a face she knows, can't 
recognise. It looks up from 
wire and plaster stem hang s 
from the wire, finely stitched in 
places, along an arm. Wire fin- 
gers poke out from the flesh. It 
doesn’t look human." 

like Williams, Creer - as is 
traditional in the genre - de- 
ploys some literal rurir, creat- 
ing a character who would in 
the o riginal lingo have been 
called a “negro”. Hie genre has 
always had its fair share of 
black writers dike Himes Or 
Mosley), using skin colour as a 
metaphor for marginality. But 


for white writers, the black 
character becomes an expres- 

trie*** - 


citing or threatening Creeris 
Ruben King is an artist, an 
overtly risque and sexual bang 

who scrapes away at white, 

bourgeois pretence: “his words 

are like a knife that doesn't off". 

If the hard-boiled has easily 
accommodated (Efferent skin 
colours, women have normal- 
ly been introduced only as 
femmes fatales or lust-inter- 
ests. Unusually, both Blythe 
and Creer hare strong central 
temale characters. Blythe's 


IbmPtteton 

Because these “modern” 
women are not victims, but 
loose, drug-taking types, the 
novels lose no machismo but 
gain bitchiness (“Doesn’t die do 
graphs of her cellulite level?" 
asks fhith). This is the Nineties 
version of notr, less male-dom- 
inated but sffii abo unding in 
qmidsm, a world in which (to 
use Chandler’s phrase) char- 
®oters look at each other “with 

ulR PIMP IVIMA. i _ A 


i y eyes ux u \ 

Pie of used car salesmen". 


friends; and Creeps novel!? 
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Scary tales of an old spice world 


Aromatics used to be the only way to 
modify our food, and maritime nations 
fought to ga in control of the trade. 
Charles Nicholl catches a whiff of history 


T he “spice race" - the battle 
between European powers 
for control o£ the spice-pro- 
ducing islands of the East In- 
des -has a sound of aromatic 
romance about it, but the re- 
ality was a story of greed and violence, of 
high risks and astronomical profits. It is 
this story that Giles Milton’s entertaining 
new book sets out to telL The Nathaniel 
of the title is a doggedly courageous 
sea-captai n , Nathaniel Courthope, who 
raised the English flag on a tiny island 
called Run in 1616. 

The medieval European spice market 
had been do minate by Venice, with its 
dose trading links with Constantinople and 
points east During the 16th and 17th cen- 
turies, efforts were made by the new mar- 
itime nations - Spain, Portugal, the 
Netherlands and England - to break this 
monopoly by getting straight to the source 
and cutting out the Venetian mirifflt»-rnan 
The discovery of the New World was an 
early by-product of this quest: the land- 
mass of America was, indeed, an obstacle 
to the proposed new route to the Spice 
Islands. Magellan set out on his great 
circumnavigation of the globe in 1519-22 
with the precise intention of solving this 
geographical problem. 

The Spice Islands were specifically the 
Moluccas, a scattering of islands at the 
eastern end of the Indonesian a rchipelag o, 
where sub-tropical microdimates created 
the perfect conditions for arboreal thor- 
oughbreds such as Myristica fragrant. 
This tall laurel-fike tree produces a lemon- 
sized fruit, the dried seed of which is nut- 
meg. The word is a truncated angficisation 
of the French noir mugete, which in turn 
comes from the Latin nua: muscafo, or the 
“musky nut". 

In early 17th-century England, nutmeg 
might be called the spice of choice. It had 
been used in England long before that, of 
course: Chaucer’s Sir Ttapaz Eked to sprin- 
kle some into his ale; cooks used it with 
meat, both as a preservative (it slows down 
the oxidisation process) and as a mask for 
rottenness: and it was endowed with foe 
usual range of curative and aphrodisiac 
properties. But in Elizabethan times nut- 
meg acquired a new cachet, for a “po- 
mander of nutaeg* was trumpeted by the 
physicians and quacksalvers as a sover- 
eign remedy against the plague. 

Milton’s book focuses on the jockeying 
between the English and the Dutch for 
dominance of the nutmeg trade. In these 

days ofstacked supermarket shelves, it is 



Nathaniel’s Nutmeg 

by Giles Milton 

Hodder dr Stoughton. £12.99. 388pp 

hard to imagine just how difficult to obtain 
certain foodstuffs were, and how im- 
mensely profitable they became as a re- 
' suit. In the early 17th century lOlbs of 
nutmegs purchased for less than a penny 

in the Banda Islands - thp small grou p m 

the southern Moluccas where foe nutmeg- 
tree grew most profusely - could be sold 
in London for £2 10s: a mark-up of 60,000 
percent, comparable to today's drug-trade 
figures. Pepper meanwhile, climbed in 
price to 8 shillings per lb. fib put this into 
context, a skilled labourer counted himself 
lucky to earn 5 shillings a week.) 

This was the kind of bottom-line which 
fired foe captains and mariners of foe spice 
race, and the merchant-adventurers of foe 
East India Company which bankrolled 
them. After much prevarication, the Com- 
pany’s charter was signed by Queen Eliz- 
abeth on 31 December 1600, granting its 
founder members - 218 in all - exclusive 
rights over “tra ffic and merchandise" in 
the East Indies. 

Getting the royal signature was only a 
small part of foe problem. The East India 
voyage was fraught with dangers, and the 
Dutch - though nominally the a Hies of Eng- 
land -were tough and, when need arose, 
brutal opponents. The various Mioluccan 
headmen played off birth sides of this colo- 
nial invasion as well as they could. 

£□ foe first 20 years of the East India 
Company three English expeditions set 
out Out of 12 vessels, four sank or disap- 
peared; and out of an estimated 1^00 crew- 
members, two thirds died, mostly 
of foe endemic shipboard diseases of 
scurvy typhoid and the “bloody flux", or 
dysentery. Only one ship, James Lan- 
caster’s Ascension, actually readied thej 
fabled Banda Islands, and only one Eng- J. : 
Ush “factory” (or depot! was established, 
at Bantam on Java. 

AD this is the context for what MDton 



The Dutch land on Staten Island in 1641 


takqstobethe central English episode of 
this: colonial spice-war. foe efforts of Cap- 
tain Nathaniel Courthope to claim for 
England foe tiny atoll of Run, whose 
mountainous interior yielded an annual 
harvest of over 300,000ibs of nutmegs. He 
guided his ship, the 

the treacherous reels ofRun|n December 
1616, and held out againstoverwhehnmg 
odds for four years, before a Dutch bullet 
tilled him in late 1620. It is a storyof great, 
if doomed, courage. The torture of both 
English and priental captives by the- 


Unforhmately -and herein Ees a weak- 
ness of Milton’s book - we learn very lit- 
tle about foe eponymous Nathaniel 


Courthope. Nothing seems .to be known 
about his life prior to this episode, except 
that he had been in the region before. We 
have no idea where he hailed from, how 
old he was,or what he looked Eke. Impos- 
sible that diligent research might have 
• filled the first two iff these lacunae. -As it 
. . I^Courthope remains firmly anchored to 
foe rather bland tones of his journal, 

’ which is to be found, among hundreds of 
similar documents, in that mammo th 
compendium of travellers’ tales, Purchas 
Jfts PUgrimes, edited by the Jacobean war 
•i Sfonuel Puri3^^^^ublish^^ : ^2R/ 

' :Xfie subtitleT ram ememanxte^rage: 
changed the course of history", is also 
rather dubious. What ft bcrils down to is that 
the venal rivalry between the English and 


Dutch in the East Indies was a factor in 
their later confrontations in North Amer- 
ica, including foe wresting of Manhattan 
Island from the Dutch. Courthope played 
a part in this background, but was hardly 
a prime cause, and it is anyway debatable 
how for foe creation of New Ybrk out of 
New Amsterdam changed foe world. 

Both these complaints concern the 
packaging ofthe book. They may perhaps 
be addressed to thepuhEshers rather than 
foe author; since the overall thrust is ob- 
vious. The book is si®posed to look, sound 
-apd-fod iike Davit 
J . whose unexpected success "out ofiaslira 
volume of obscure history has become 
something of a grail among publishers. 

The feet is that Longitude had precisely 


Mary Evans 

what this book lacks: a strong, well- 
documented and very human protagonist 
Nonetheless, MDton narrates with an 
easy and readable style the story of these 
English adventurers among foe atolls 
and skerries of the Moluccas. 

I particularly liked the chapter about 
William Keeling, commander of the Red 
Dragon, who beguiled foe long voyage to 
the Spice Islands in 2607 by indulging his 
passion for the theatre. 

When the fleet stopped off to restock its 
provisions on foe coast of Africa, his crew 
actually put on a production of Hamlet. 
This performance among the mangrove- 
swamps of Sierra Leone must surely be 
the first production of a Shakespearean 
play outside Europe. 


m 
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stop the capital depreciation a meal of lame males 


LITERARY FESTIVALS Sprout 
these days in plate-glass li- 
braries or colonnaded market 
halls right across the land. Yet 
foe capital of English letters 
has never thrown a writers’ 
parly of its own. All that will 
change between 19 and 28 
March, when the first London 
Festival of Literature, “The 
Word”, unites 66 authors (half 
from foe UK, half from 
abroad) in a 10-day “carnival 
celebration" of writing. SO far, 
so cheerily upbeat The 
Wtarfs ambitious programme 
- with luminaries stre tch i n g 
from Germaine Greer and 
Terry Pratchett to Thru Mor- 
rison - deserves a fair wind 
and warm welcome. 

But something about this 
fairground-barker style con- 
tradicts foe literary essence 
of the host city. Especially in 
its incomparably rich fiction, 
London writing Ekes to dwell 
on secrets and silences; on 
mystery and murk. The old 
pea-souper fog, after ail, sur- 
vived as a hanfiy metaphor 
long after Clean Air Acts had 


A WEEK IN 
BOOKS 



BOYD TONKIN 

London's fictional fabric 
has fallen into disrepair 

driven it from actual streets. 
From the Charles Dickens of 
Oliver Twist to the Martin 
Amis of The Inforination, 
London novelists plunge into 
private worlds that unfold in 
shadows, not in spotlights. 
Here in the Smote, every cul- 
ture turns into a subculture. 

The new issue of Granta 
CLondort: the lives ofthe city; 

1 £8.99) confirms this metro- 
politan taste for hidden and 
hermetic tales. This must 
count as one of foe m agazi n e’s 
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strongest numbers, with 350 
pages that encompass Gra- 
ham Swift, Hwnif Kura fehi 
Helen Simpson, Will Self; 
Philip Hensher and, many 
others, along with favourite 
“London Views” depicted by 
foe Ekes of Julian Barnes, 
Penelope lively and tain Sm- 
riair ; who hymns the “molten 
apocalypse” of Docklands. 

Fbr foe Londori writer; 
nothing that matters exists 
merely on foe surface. Dale 
Peck offers a gay expat’s view 
of secret East Enjd fxysting 
grounds; Ferdinand Dennis 
investigates his own past to 
solve foe “puzzle? of foe aEe- 
gorical Africans/ carved on 
the Albert Memorial; Jay 
Rayner meets Shirley Porter 
to discover the why, as well as 
the how of her jptestminster 
gerrymandering Ian Parker 
unmasks foe concealed cops 
who monitor London traffic 
the Kew housewife in Helen 
Simpson’s stqjry reads mil- 
lennial prophecies into foe 
plar»«; that stack overhead. 
And Will Self [imagines Lon- 


don bricks as arcane texts, 
“the spines of buried tablets, 
covered in cuneiform script”. 

Tb crack these codes, we 
need access to the books that 
may decipher there Yfet many 
metropolitan classics have 
fallen into out-of-print limbo. 
sirim through the excellent 
new Waferstone’s Guide to 
London Writing (£3.99), and 
foe phrase “not currently in 
print" tolls like Bow bells on 
every other page. Michael 
Moorcock’s Mother London; 
finRn Maclnnes’s seminal Ab- 
solute Beginners trilogy, 
Henry Green’s great London 
novels; Derek Raymond’s 
noir masterpiece I was Dora 
Suarez: publishers' disdain for 
their own backlists has killed 
these and other major works. 

It is like reading foe list of 
bulldozed City churches, and 
just as dismal a record of cul- 
tural vandalism. A tiny frac- 
tion of the Lottery money 
now spent on London bricks 
and mortar could restore foe 
capital’s literary fabric. Time 
for strong words at The Word? 


Jack O’Sullivan has had his fill of masculine guilt. Time for a lie-down? 


MY GREAT regret about broken 
relationships with girlfriends 
used to be lost history. They 
seemed to take my emotional 
past with them, memories of 
feelings they helped me artic- 
ulate and to which only they 
held foe key Male relation- 
ships contained other trea- 
sures, but were not where 
these secrets ware revealed 
“Without women, men are 
bereft,” writes Jonathan 
Rutherford taking up this 
theme of dependency. “They 
lose foe story of their lives.” In- 
deed as Rutherford’s title sug- 
gests, he believes that, in the 
absence of women, men cannot 
access their own humanity. 
Our masculinity exiles us from 
ourselves. The consequence, he 
believes, of such an inadequa- 
cy is that men feel uncomfort- 
ably needy °f women. So we 
plough prodigious amounts of 
energy into escaping “Mat," he 
argues, “have celebrated being 

alone in order to imagine them- 



I Am No Longer 
Myself Without You: 
an anatomy oF love 

by Jonathan Rutherford 

Flamingo. £12.99. 18App 

selves free of women, free from 
their vulnerability-’’ In this need 
also lies, he suggests, a hatred 
that some men feel for women. 

Our emotional vulnerability 
leads us to divorce sex from 
love. dare not Knk sexual de- 

sire with emotional need To do 
so is too dangerous, fearing us 
prey to unbearable loss. So, for 
example, we rely on porno- 


graphic images of women. 
“Here, unlike in the real world 
women are willing to be foe ob- 
jects of desire rather than foe 
subjects of love... The woman 
in pornography is men's de- 
fence against their own need 
and their disquiet that desire 
ends in the extinction of the seK' " 

This book; like much modern 
writing about men, is rather de- 
pressing and self-flagellating. 
There is plenty of guilt; perhaps 
worse, blame is leavened by an 
almost biological determinism. 
Our predicament, concludes 
Rutherford is that we are 
doomed never to get over the 
loss of our mothers. Such a fa- 
talistic tone means that, al- 
though his descriptions of some 
male traits ring true, his con- 
clusions render one passive. . 

The book lacks any inspira- 
tion for revolution. Rutherford 
seems to believe that all a poor 
bloke can hope fbr is to find a 
good woman, throw his lot in 
with her and hope for the best 


as a dependent I profoundly 
disagree. My recommendation 
for any man who has difficulty 
gaining access to.a sense of his 
own self is to find a good 
therapist 1 did It works. The 
process can take a long time 
and there are lots of awful 
practitioners. But it’s better 
than spending your life with an 
emotional limp white looting for 
a female pair of crutches. 

As a result, I reclaimed my 
own history Once you do this, 
you can still love women with- 
out being utterly destroyed by 
their absence. 

Rutherford also foils to re- 
alise that it is possible for a 
man, just Eke a woman, to in- 
ternalise many of his mother’s 
skills and where a father may 
have been lacking to fill in the 
missing bits. We are not 
doomed by biology, childhood or 
culture. Sadly, books Eke this 
neglect the great inheritance of 
masculinity - a history of per- 
sonal power and change. 


Shining hours with the divine dishwashers 

i 

AlisOn Joseph praises the modem women who went looking for God - and found Her behind convent walls 



I New Habits 

by Isabel Losada 
Hodder 6 Stoughton. 
£7.99. 196pp 


SOMETIMES I think that God 
only uses human beings to 
force her way down here in 
someway... by changing your- 
self a lot of prayers can be an- 
swered." This book is full of 
surprises. Sister Rose, quoted 
above, is one of 10 women in- 
texriewed aE novice nuns who 
have given their former 
lives to join a convent Isabel 
Losada first got foe idea when 
one of her friends announced 
that she was going to become 
a mm. So intense was the re- 
sponse - “You cant be seri- 
ous!"; “Will they lock you up?”; 
“Do you hate set?" - that Losa- 
da decided to find out more She 
visited a convent, expecting a 


’jqyless silence.” She found 
laughter and peace. 

Why would these women 
give up homes, cars, job®, re- 
lationships to wear; in some 
cases, medieval habit, to swear 
vows of poverty, chastity and 
obedience; and, in enclosed or- 
ders, to shut themselves away 
with ontya rare annual holiday 

in -which to see their families ? 

Losada has allowed the sis- 
ters to talk at lenglfa, and the re- 
sults are searching and honest. 
Yes, ceEbacy can be hard. Yfes, 
obedience can be even harden . 
“Beforeweputtbeplaleslnthe 
dishwasher we wash th^m, and 
then afterwards we dry t hem, 
Why do we need to dry them? 


If you leave them for just a few 
minutes, they’ll get dried on 
their own. God will dry them. 
But no, it’s community. So we 
dry them." 

All the women have taken 
different paths, yet a common 
picture emerges: of childhoods 
Spent feeling something was 
m jggfag of young adults who 
feft set apart from friends. “One 
day my family were all silting 
discussing what we had want- 
ed to do when we grew up and 
someone said, When Judy was 
four she wanted to be a nun!’ 
And everybody roared with 
laughter... I thought, Oh help, 
what am I going to do? I was 20 
and I still wanted to be a nun.” 


Some stumbled upon the re- 
ligious life through a TV docu- 
mentary; or wandering into a 
church, or, in Sister Esther's 
case, through a virion. What all 
10 women have in common is 
a sense of being, in some way 
called “to be ourselves, only 
more so”, as Sister Julie says. 

What arewe to make of this, 
those of us living in the secular 
world, confronted by women 
who quite openly discuss their 
dialogue with God? Their lan- 
guage of faith sits uneasily 
within contemporary discourse 
tf imfiridual desire, tempting us 
perhaps to attribute the lean- 
ings of these women to some 
bind of subconscious urge pro- 


jected on to an idea of God. This 
is why Losada has chosen so 
wisely to remove herself from 
the book. For the women’s 
words shine through with such 
clarity that we are drawn into 
a world where God’s love can 
be discussed in absolute terms. 

Indeed, perhaps it is some- 
how appropriate, at the end of 
the miEennhim, to find a book 
that gives voice to our human 
yearning, to this sense of our in- 
completeness, our desire to be 

“more folly ourselves". After all, 
the same language hag been 
spoken in monastic communi- 
ties for centuries; it ha$ just 
taken aH those same centuries 
to allow God to be She. 
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Inspirations 


WRITER DAVID LODGE 


The place 

San Francisco and the 
Bay Area -the perfect 
marriage of culture and 
nature. The city ofiers 
sophisticated urban 
pleasures, but in half an 
hour you pan drive across 
the Golden Gate Bridge 
into Marin County, with its 
sandy beaches and 
redwood forests. Across 
the Bay Bridge in another 
direction is Berkeley, 
home to one of the 
greatest universities, and 
some of the deverest 
people, in the world. 



wan 

I 35TS75F* v: 

RiCHARLl 
MABEY 


Countryside 


'The Unofficial 
CcuntryS'Ce 


:. s • ‘ 


burning pforip arid > 

young WAAF speafiog-w ■' .• 
him by rafiofaUm lov^ 1 -C 
gets a grip on the. viewer : .y 
which is neverirelaxied. ' '■! 


I & i n ^4 uTi*T.'h:i Miyiinliryiin rm iio) yTl 


The play 

The first production of 
John Osborne's Look 
Back in Anger at the 
Royal Court Theatre in 
1956 was like a, trumpet 
blast, announcing the 
advent of a new literary 
generation that was 
rebellious without being 
pretentious, and articulate 
without being posh. I saw 
it as a serviceman on 


The artwork 1 

Ford Madox Brown’s The 
Last cfEngland,in i the 

Bir mingham Art Gallery 

A young couple look sadly 
out of the frame, from the 
deck of a boat taking them 
to a new but uncertain life 
in the colonies. The 
woman holds the tiny 
fingers of an infant 
concealed under her doak. 
%u can invent your own 
shay about what has 
brought them to this pass. 


leave, fresh from being 
ordered about by types 
like Nigel the nhinlp.sg 
wonder from Sandhurst 


The film 

A Matter of Life and 
Death by Michael Powell 
and Em eric Pressburger 
had a powerful effect oo 
me when I saw it in 
adolescence in the late 
Fbrties. The opening 
sequence, in which the 
British fighter pilot in his 


The music 

It’s hard to beat Elgar for 
emotionally stirring 
music. I wifi phimp for the 
Enigma Variations. 
Listening to Nimrod on 
my Walkman, in a jet 
descending through 
spectacular canyons of 
sunlit cloud, somewhere 
over California, I count as 
one of the most sublime 
experiences of my life. 


revelation: beautifiiffy Written observation 
of how nature has taken root, built nests or 
dog dens in-forgotten tracts of our uztoaitf V 
sprawl Mabey spots a 5ft marfjnanap&nt; 
in a Dagenham dump, a kestrel on .. - 

Selfridge’s roof and the “high-voltage 
spark” of a kingfisher in a wtottycabaL 
Noting that we have the Lufiwaffe'to thank 
for the spread of Rose Bay WiDowHerb Qf 
Kkes scorched earth), Mabey defends the 
right of the giant hogweed and the “triasd 
and cBsdainfolly elegant" fax.to share our 
habitat What a shame that this reissue is 
saddled with a dull cow and a high price. 
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- The Last 
; Resort 

by Alison Lurie; 
Vintage, £6.99. 
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David Lodge’s play 
Home Truths’ is 
published by Seeker, £6.99 


ERRATA 


JENNY IS that endangered species, a <• 
woman happy to be a wife. She has 
devoted her life to her husband, the 
famous naturalist Wilkie Walker; but as- 
another East Coast winter draws in, she 
finds her husband becoming withdrawn; 
after much persuasion she gets him to ■ 
abandon Ins' LLJSean dressing gbwn fora 
winter break in Key Wfest Exploring the 
gaps between what peopl e say and what 
they mean, Lurie lets the WQkie Walkers 
loose on the Key’s more exotic sun decks 
with unexpectedly liberating results. 
Lurie's first novel in 10 years -delayed 
gratification at its most exquisite. 



The Justice 




by Geoffrey 
Robertson, 

, Vintage. £7.99 f 
‘ 4J 5pp 






THE PllEMMFNAL WORI.bMSE FLOP i 


A tOKHHti OiIwnt ABOUT AN Ist-AN*. 
OF hfcUirw-NIA*M KUCR j l ALtAKEOU*. 
/ILCiAE AND AMOkftAi 


IF YOU are heeii for your offspring to 
make a career in the law coiats (“a taxi 
plying for hire in dark suburbs”), then 
leave this passionate, enthrall in g 
volume lying around. Not afraid of 
poking fun at judges (during the Qz 
trial Mr Justice Argyle asked "What do 
you mean fay this wordcmimlinctus?’’), 
the Aussie-born QC has been a key 
player in mazy of the most celebrated 
dvil liberties cases of the past 30 years, 
ranging from the state’s ferocious 
assault on the ABC defendants to the 
farcical prosecution of the'artist Boggs, 
who depicts banknotes. 


BESTSELLERS 
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Mango 

By ltey E [Unarm 
'fJReyl&nr, £6.99 
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his old g irlf riend and flies back to 
London. A masterly study m low-level ■ 

d<*w p^ir t 'CTmarm’ s rrpriy hnmOTOUS ‘ 
writing is as anarchic as the emotionaT| 



an ENJOYABLE oral biography of the 1 
ertfxnt terrible whose trajectory reached 
its zenith within Cold Blood before 
sphittaring out in excess, aborted 
projectsand vicious gossq>-As one 
observer notes; “ICs one thing to te& the 


to sdt it dknromcoMCentey Expanded 
type.” Opimons vaiy from Maher’s 
appraisal that “he wrote the best 
sentences of our generation” to Gore 
VidaFs view that Us death was “a good 
career move”. "But Bogart said “Ybuwant 
to put him in your pocket and take him 
home.” Ibucan do it with this book. 


Will Seif 


lough. Tough 
Toys for 
Tough, Tough 


by Win Seif. 
Penguin, £6.99. 
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Single & Single 

read by John le Carre 
Hodden 
6hrs. £14.99 
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Earthly Joys 

by PhfHppa 
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SINCE SO much of the 
texture of a John te Carrt 
book is built up in its 
detwiiR, you might t hink 
that an abridgement of his 
latest novel could only 
be a mistake. There are 
timps when I felt a little 
cheated: le Carre must 
have written much more 
about the jovial Georgian 
heavies who lurk so 
menacingly on the 
sidelines, and the 
characters of the father 
anH son whose relationship 
is at the heart of this novel 
are left too thinly drawn. 
But what makes it all 
, worthwhile is John le 
Carre's masterful reading: 
fastidious and mellifluous 
as narrator; skilfully 
varied when his characters 

are speaking, and yes, 
very very sexy. 


Elizabeth. I through fo Charles t, ‘ 
TTadescant is portrayed by Gregory as a 
rabid perfectionist, whose one weakness is 
to fall under the influence of the infinitely 
poovey Duke of Buckingham. Everything 
you could want from the genre: grand 
settings, romance and adventure and 
some reassuringly stilted dialogue. 
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The Testament 

read by Henry Leyva 
Random House, 6hrs. 
£12.99 


mmm 



JOHN GRISHAM’S Style of 
thriller writing is very 
different from le Carry’s. 
Instead of gradually showing 
us different sides of 
i:. -characters who wifi . 

. _ inexorably direct the plot, he 
^^offenaaicastof instant , 
stereotypes: a bitter 
mifikmahe on. his deathbed, 
a greedy herd of dissolute 
ex- wives and wastrel 
children tawing and towed 
by money-grubbing lawyers, 
a flawed hero with a severe 
drink problem and an 
impossfo^perfectheroine-- 
a missionary in Brazil who 
doesn’t even want the ?13 
bfflioa ha* unknown father 
leaves her. Can it end 
happily? Ybu wont be able to 
resist listening on to find out 


Four hundred and fifty-one happy 
toddlers will be chomping their way 
through the recipes in Annabel 
Kannel’s Baby Meal Planner this week, 
as the doyenne of nursery food 
m aintai ns her place in the cookery lists. 


Nigel Delia. Rx± and Ken should all be 
thrilled at the tboo&it of a generation - 
of ftxxfie children tt m bct lu gnp tobuy 
their fixture books. Star of the show, 
however; must be Anna Favorers 
glorious looking The fliKp which. 


despite costing a hefty £30, beeps oe 
inching up the &ts. By hest wedf tt . 

should baVeocdstripped John Gcatkam. 
Compiledby Bookwatchon sales over 
seven days ending 14 Febntary lS99 

cBookwatch Ltd 1999 


Laugh? They really tried 


ORIGINAL FICTION 


in search of funny fiction, Susan Jeffreys travels stony-faced from 


medieval crypt to stately home - but finds her comic grail in a loft 
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The Tostamenc 

Come Together 

Southern Cross 

Dead Souls 

Liar Birds 

It Weans Mischief 

Po— crplays: ruthfess.com 
Messiah 

The Death of Amy Parris 
Cl tv Girl 


John Grisham (Century) 

Josle Lloyd & Emlyn Rees (Arrow) 
Patricia D Cornwell (LUcle, Brown) 
Ian Rankin (Orion) 

Lucy Fitzgerald {Black Swan) 

Kate Thompson (Bantam) 

Tom Clancy (Penguin) 
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ORIGINAL NON-FICTION 
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Station Xz the codebnaktis 
Men Are From Mars — 
Birthday letters ~ ~ 

Little Book of Feng Start 
The Little Book of Love 

The Year 1000 

Seafood Odyssey 
Notes From a Big Country 
Della's How to Cook 
The Little Book of Calm 


Mfchad Smith (Channel 4) 
John Gray (Thorsons) . 
Ted Hughes (Faber) 

Lillian Too (Element) 
various (Penguin) 


£14^9 

£8.99 

£14.99 

£1.99 

£1.99 


Robert Lacey & Danny Panzlgcr (Uttie, Brown) £T2.99 

Rick Stein (BBC) £18.99 

Bill Bryson (Doubleday) £i 6.99 

Della Smith (BBC) £16.99 

Paul Wilson (Penguin) £1.99 


COOKERY/GARDENING/DIY/HOUSEHOLD 


AUTHOR/PUB USHER 


wxncur sales 


Rough Gukte: tie htemet 1999 


Dene's 


S Termedy (Rough Guides} 
bo (IStement) 
5TStarT(SSC} 

lla Smith (6S0 

Ian Tlcchmarsh (BBC) 


4.067 ,, 


Ken Horn Cooks 
Baby & TbdSler I 


Ken Horn (Headline) 
Planner Annabel Karmel (Ebur 
Nigel Slater (Fourth E 


7T0T8 
T70o4‘ . . 
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OF THESE three comic novels, 
Ursula Bentley’s is the one 
with the wham-bang start. A 
dpgj father in fi fe coffin, an 
incestuous brother and sister 
kneeling before the catafalque 
and a mystery blonde bidding 
farewell to the dear departed. 
In the background is a feudal 

thngwitha rtnrt gy rrtari -hanfagp 

business, some nasty secrets 
and the realisation that dead 
dad may have been up to no 
good. Soon, thongjh, the bookis 
mired down in mortgage prob- 
lems, residential fees in old 
people’s homes and thoughts 
on hygiene in tiie middle ages. 

Brother and sister are an nn- 
Hkeable duo but cot in an in- 
terestmgly^ villainous way. Tim 
is a drip with a (ficky hip; Arden, 
the saSto; is fike a cow with a 
truncheon. Tbgetiierthqyfivein 
their father's old cottage. Tim 
gets hits (rf work tfoing accounts 
and Arden ranges the country- 
side . bullying middle-aged 
w nmy ji into hidin g biitamar. 

It seems that long ago their 
dead father state a statue of St 
Louis. That and other murky 
developments haye Arden and 
her son Bosworth on a mission 
to the continent \ferious stele- 
tons are pulled out of eiq>- 
bbante as the whole plot conies 
to its woolly end. Some heavy 
editing and a tiwrough rewrite 
could have done wondexs here. 

IfUrsuIaBenfley has drawn 


V/Bc^tlrey 
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Tike Sloping Experience 

by Ursula Bentley 

Sceptre. £ 16S9;326pp 


Simply Divine 

by Wendy Holden 

Headline. £10. 343pp 


Married Alive 

by Julie Burchiil 

Orion. £9.99. 192pp 


gothic bits of the book, Wendy. 
Holden has drawn deeply freon 
hersfor theferfrotinerScm^ ■ 
Divine. Jane, oar heroine. 


seems to have led a life pretty- 
paraM to ter creator’s. Sahe is 
a sensitive, talented soul, not al- 
ways well treated by men. She 
is far elevens; it goes without 
saying, than the airhead debs 
who work with her <ki the glossy 
magazines Gorgeous and Fbb- 
vkms. Jane is teofoly loyal tober 
churns, imA an afi-raund ab- 
solute brick -although a bityM 
indmed to run to fat 1. 

Terrible puns are strewn 
through the hookas Jane takes 
on the task of ghost-wiiting 
flje eohann of soeady fcranbette 
Champagne DVyna. She also 
embarks an the job of restoring 
the crumbling splendour ofher 
friend Tally’s stately home. 

Tally’s mother is haring an 
frffair wttik an Ampriman TraHan 

called Big Mom, and the 
stately home must be sold. 
Efficiently -written, the novel 


It never makes you laugh , 
though- always something Of 


drawback in a comic novel 
Julie BurchflTs heroine in 
Married AMne (and tins will 
come as no surprise) is a work- 
ing-class girl from the West 
Country enjoying a disastrous 
marriage along with huge 
amounts of drugs and booze. 
She has certainly followed that 

well-worn advice “write about 
what you know”, but there's a 

lot to be said in fiction for mak- 
ing things up. Mtfafe material 
from your own life is fi™*, but 
you're producing novels here, 
girls, not patchwork quilts. 

Burchiil takes us on anoth- 
er voyage round her fetfaer and 

lays out her working-class 
credentials. The plot doesn’t 
stand up to much scrutiny; as 
our heroine Nicole brings her 

old gran to live with her in aloft 

apartment in Docklands while 
the din of marital battle roars 
around gran's head. 

But Burchiil can write. Daz- 
zling passages tight up the 


book, such as an account of a 

nurse an the very edge: “I don’t 

know if she’d been working on 
a birth, or an abortion, or a 
painful death. But her wild 
eye s, and t he purply sheen on 
her brown skin, signalled one 
tiling: that she’d been out there 
the nigjht before to a place 


we’re forced there ” There are 
bits too (Gran’s "daily 
fon ^dof grarious firing- ah i r p- 


Etruscan urns”) and great 
a P cr 5 MS "cocaine and cham- 
pagne always look like fife's 
little luxuries, never whlte- 


Old Jules has also used 
scraps ofher life, but has sewn 

tofSetherwith razor-wire 
an ^ackeditafl with her fierce 
sau ywit Baleful, angry; with a 


turner of the three novels, and 
toe one that makes you laugh. 
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COUNTRY 

Matters 



duff 

Hart- Davis 


W ith onfy a week 
to go, woodland 
deer-stalkers 
ail over the 
country are 
scrambling to 
reach the targets set for their annual 
cufl. Male red, fallow and sika deer 
remain in season for another couple 
of months; but when it comes to con- 
trolling numbers it is the females 
that matter, and their season doses 
at the end of February. 

It is a curious fed that while many 
species of birds and animals are 
struggling to survive in Britain, 
deer are flourishing as never before. 
In the Scottish Highlands the num- 
ber of red deer has rista to an all- 
time high of 350,000, mainly because 
winters have turned so m2d that nat- 
ural mortality has been greatly re- 
duced, and stalkers cannot shoot 
enough to keep the population 
stable. In English woodlands harsh 
weather rarefy claims manyvictims, 
but otherwise the story is much the 
same: deer keep increasing and 
spreading, and in many areas they 
are causing serious damage to trees 
and farm crops. 

My own main interest is in fallow 
dee; which come out on to farmland 
to feed at night, and return to cover 
at or soon after first light. The best 
time to catch them in the open is just 
as dawn is breaking. 

So it was that on Sunday ni ght I 
set my alarm dock for 5.20am and 
went to bed hoping that Monday 
would dawn dry. When I looked out, 
the skywas foil of starsra great start 
As always, there were many things 
to remember before take-off: feed 
Jemima, my young Labrador make 
a quick cup of coffee, assemble r ifle, 
bolt ammunition, knife, rope for 
dragging, cap, gloves, binoculars, 
stick. Then it was into the Jeep and 
away for the 25-minute drive to the 
estate on which I cufl. . • v. 

Haifa mile short, I stopped on a 
stretch of openkme to' test- the-'- 
wind. A cold breeze was blowing 
from the north - ideal for my pur- 
poses. Away to ay right the horizon 
had already started to lighten. No 



FtaHow deer come out on to farmland to feed at night and retnm to cover soon after first light. The best time to kill them is at dawn 


time to lose. Two minutes later I 
stopped in a gateway under some 
trees, got out loaded five rounds into 
the .243, and set off for a high seat 
on the upper edge of a steeply wood- 
ed bank, looking out over fields. 

Ttiiin had fatten earlier: in the 
njgft but frost had come down fa fee 
s mall hours, and the grass of the 

wnndland ritte r mnrhgri aH g h lf y lm - 

derfooL Jemima, though st31 not a 
year old, has learnt toe form' bril- 
liantly; and followed silently at heel, 
sitting down whenever I stopped, 
fying flat if I crouched 

We approached the high; seat 
warify, on &p§$;that ws^dsyiplifll 
through fii^Tr^^ By toe tolle Fd 
Sneaked up. the ladder to the plat- 
form, the horizon was flaring deep 
orange, and 1 didn't need binoculars 
to pick out toe five black shapes ak 
houetted against the blaze of dawn, 

» * 


barely 90 yards out in front of me. . the grass meadow. sole occup- 

Three does and two £awns.$jr now ant was a big dog foxi mousing. 


last year’s fawns have stopped feed- 
ing from their mothers, and are 
easify mature enough to survive on 
their own. So - three perfect targets. 

Tmmpriiflte artinnf 

Not so fast The beasts were on 
the skyline: a bullet would probably 
go straight through any one of them 
and on across country. 


On, then, beside the wall separ-' 
atxng field on nay right from wood on 
my left Suddenfymthe trees a stick 
cracked Wd been spotted I looked 
over the wall Six does and fawns 
were diajging downhill through the 
trees. A hundred yards oft they 
stopped to lookback, by then I was 
kneeing, rifle levelled over toe waff 


The deer woe grazing towards ' One doe was standing dean Back- 
up right moving on a few steps at ground Safe? Yes or ho?, Ves. I held 
a time. If onfy they’d turn towards:. : the cross of the teljescopiq sight, 
the wood and head my way! JSnt nq; . . steady on her heart andsqueezed 
without any inkling of dangegtiigy . toe trigger. . • ■'/ { • : 

carried stea^ mi, and ffis^peared - ^At the shot toe-^wftofe . group 
into safety over the curve of the fled ;anch?^^ 

Undertoectears^tobli^v^A'-toii^lefe lp& r 3&njnai on a lead 
strengthening by the mfeiita Back * /arid came dc^ to^ placewbere 
an the ground, Thusded fewkidS apF They’d been s 


t^'v-deer often rim after" a 
txemsfy up behind a stone wafl to scan- Ada 



could have travelled a long way. I 
searched forpins (bristles of hair cut 
by toe bullet) and spots of blood. 
Nothing. Had I missed? Fbr 100 
yards we followed the tracks of the 
group, angling do wnhill through 
ash add hazel Jemima was heaving 
mightily on her lead,but there was 
stfflnojUood, andl assumed that in 
her inexperience she was scenting 
toe whole bunchy rather than a 
wounded antmaL '. 

• Back to toe' impact point for a . 
more thorough search. Jemima, let 
go, pot her nose to the ground and 

pearedinto toe valfex way below me. 
After a while I followed.- and when 
she came back, three or four rrrin- 
. uteslat^sfaewassoakedtotheskin. 

Obviousfy she’d been in toeriyer 


at the bottom. Surely she wouldn’t 
have gone swimming on such a 
cold day unless drawn by some spe- 
cial lure? I went on down unto 
water was showing through the 
trees. Scanmng with binoculars, I 
picked up a smooth, rounded hump, 
Hbe toe bpckof a hippa-,' -• .. . 

. There was the doe, dead in toe. 
stream. To extract it, I toohad to go 
in, nearly waist-deep, wrestle toe 
body ashore; then drag it'250 yards 
up a one-in-three slope rendered 
greasy as butter by weeks .inf rain.. 

- So. ouf. Operation coqciuded si 
8-30am. I w&s riot in a pretty state: 
'hanrb and jaefet covered v^ Mood 


NATURE 

NOTES 


ROOKS KEEP extremely long 
hours. Of all diurnal birds 
they are the earliest on the 
wing, and also the last to go 
to roost At this time of year 
their day begins with a great 
gathering or convocation: 
hundreds of them - maybe 
thousands, even - swarm 
into the air at first light and 
for several minutes fly round 
in an enormous doucl giving 
off a terrific clamour and 
gradually gaining height. 




iZ 


boots fell of Water; feet Kfee ice; But 
Jranknah^coBfirmed toat she is 
a star , in toe tnakfog, and between 
us wefoad moved one notch nearer 
to our elusive target" 


A rook’s habit of foraging 
until twilight is often 
its undoing Ardea 

before dispersing into 
smaller but still large groups. 

What are they up to, 
mustering like that and 
making such a racket? It is 
as though they are getting up 
steam and nerving 
themselves to go about toe 
day’s business. 

Rooks can be 

distinguished from all-black 
carrion crows by the fact that 
they have bare, grey-white 
faces, and that they move 
around in flocks, rather than 
singly or in pairs. They feed 
on fields, eating seeds and 
other vegetable matter; as 
well as earthworms and a 
useful number of insects that 
are harmful to agriculture. 
Given toe chance, they also 
eat carrion and the eggs of 
songbirds. 

In the evening, rooks stay 
on the ground until it is 
almost dark, as if they need 
to forage for every available 
minute. This habit is often 
their undoing, for as dusk 
thickens foxes come out on 

_ _ _arook 

furnishes Reynard with a 
good dinner. 

Duff Hart-Davis 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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CONSERVATORIES 
at affordable prices 


-> Wood or UPVc 
-♦Free Planning 
4 FamSy owned Company 
No gimmicks, just low Prices 
4 Our own fitters & buHders 
4 FuB Ten Year Guarantee 
PHONE NOW FOR FRffi QUOTE’ 
S. L- CONSERVATORIES 


E0800 073 5741 




** GARDEN 
PRODUCTS 
mail order 
catalogue 


A 56 page, fafleotow 

(Unstinted catatogne 
mai n bri ng 2JSM hmow- 
tire and brand-name 



WwUUkB 
ft-o Tta* R*-» 


Fora FREE copy phone 
01432 S3M15 or contact 
Qocmswood Ganten 
Centre. FREEPOST 
HR 138, Harford HR4 8BR 


Rare & Unusual 

We serialise in Margonhuu and haw an eweptional 

rancKd ** eaiour and 

eutfem oveneas P&P 

(why not order by phone and card.1 

J£ 

NURSERIES 

mu 


Special collection 


iMLpAp.andadtdagae. 

Swanbihl Nnrsrfhes 
Speculift gimtn since W 
Beech HiU Road. Swanland HUM 3QY 
Tel: 014*2633670 


ULTRA Outdoor Interiors % 

Tbe New 1999 Ultra Catalogue is an Ideas Bopk^ 
showing dozens of Outdoor Interiors framed tgrl; ■' 
screens, arches, ■■ 
decking, and other : 


finished produc±s.' , y 

- all in pressure-^ J.'j 
impregnated B^Sc 
Redwood 

guaranteed fct-15-^ 
years. ■ 

Ultra: All the -> 
diaracrer of • •’ 
bespoke caxpepfty." 

- at down-to-e^rth. 

prices. -. 



Interval Systems Ltd 

A PO BOX 40 - WOKING 

SURHEYGU227YU 




TbB 01483 727 B88 
Fax: 01483 727 82S 


TURTLE DIRT TRAPPER MAt$ 

|At last- as sbm at Garden and 
no—r Show nitiu iwMa -fl» 
door nat thafraafly worts! No 
muddy footprints or pamaarha 
on dean floors' and carpets! 

Turtle Dirt llapper door, mats 
stop dbt at the door of home, 
conservatory or- ear with 
absorbent cotton pte removing 
-wet, dry and even greasy <frt tram shoes and pewa. WBh rmivftSp 
latex backing, they aie.lufly aaeW n e wMh a hl e at ;.40LC, 
Arafiable ineewn cotouis md 3 




fora IMoUatCfc, 921 Klnss 

1 UTMDM ' Tfet 0800 0722300 oaeo-Tifratt) 


rsfi 


Fax: 0800 0722900 


perm anent" 


Dr Judy Cfiran 
payefroio^st and 
ax-ycryo tartar can 
coach and mothnto 
youby phono 

VdephMe: 
«m 4SSOMS i 

JU i ■ * 


The strongest • The lightest • The Best 


eflbrfess mI- 

• rH mn» fo » taill te y 
nottrfng rust or deteriorate 

wifi) time. 

ftany* of *W» to *** ***"* 

literature from: 

-Fax: (01^83) 727 828 
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Chelsea Plant 
Stand >i-v 
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Pora 

jFREE.copy 

^of our iww . 

.catalogueof ‘ 

Cmygan ffiCTimnSj 

-Qahtias, • 

Ciaramums,- > r. 
■ .* ■ >:■ 
Bicbsias, Pinks' 

and many new >i. 

patio plants 

: 01386 83302i|i:? 

. 4 write to: - ‘ 

©fetfjsiANs, bEPT 
*r^feEPOST SWC2282 7 . ‘ . 
El^feSHAM, WR11 523>. ’ - 



.& Glare- tot'aflows Kghi in! 
f for all types pf eonservatory . 

M wtM& saq! Free ' ' 

•5 yr&anjiicF 
' •BnlAxdbaan 
• I^nW*ri&Cortrige. « 
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FANTASTIC ARCH CLEARANCE OFFER 

ONLY 

£ 24.95 


+£2.95 j'ap 




CLASSIC 

VICTORIAN 
■FLORAL ARCH 

- We promise you won’t find a flwrd:" /-’ 
atlractivc or tetter value Arch tfiis season^ 

. -/ A harm on fobs blend of-Vrclo/Ian dcs^gR . . 

Irispi ration' -and modern^ tbchnO|ogy'> itei .• 

; classic -shape, surmourtted with -a central'" 

' finial will iransfomi your garden with b- host, 
of interesting design possibilities. ■ 9 " ■ r 
Use it to create a fragrant floral feature - 
spanning a pathway, framing a gateway.' of 
creating entrances from one. pan of ific 
garden to another. 

Unlike inferior Far Eaftcrn : i 
imports, the new A^dbrian.; - 
Arch is a full 4ft wide 'and - 
is constructed from sirring' 

\ steel tubing, fiflisted 
k * with a maintenance free 
black nylon coating. .' 

‘ i II requires' no-- painting. ' 

. and confts ready for easy self-asscmWy,;- d^puch within s d,iy« bui niiow 2 t< do>-« rw dciivr 

r a ,f ashdDwn special offers 

polypropylene mesh Tor 

your favourite climbers such ^r ^frames^^temeLcoin 


MAINTENANCE FREE 
NO PAINTING EVBI! 


men,*,* 

I K nwiUl.w'i 


roses or clematis. 
..•Order./nciw, 
--•.-confidchrir^ . 


in . complete 


- WebsUd wwwpatgrifranies.co.uk 
' Tfi'0«rJ»iV«rTn?rterw1irWUI iw DM3 Prmaan ACK 1B9» 


A Onuai 0» rtp*aiTC5 1 M 
RocrwainEMm 


ORDER NOW - OFFER ENDS MARCH 12TH 



extra 13" 
below . ; 
ground. . 

Your (HrtrKT back if not rfclizhtal- ' 
return unused Kjihin U'dpvs. ' 


- ■ * rteae'sertJm^ _ .^VC70«AN FLORAL ARCH a CM.96 + 52.95 PSP. eadT 
Allsues ■ • Sand t?i0ciueriAs/T»wnSp6CJai Offers. Eaa Grrsi&ad. Sussex RH 19 2HP. 
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L ate winter can be an 
unforgiving time. I'm 
not thinking of the piles 
of soggy foliage, melted 
by unexpectedly hard 
frosts. Or the debris 
that mounds up in comers from- 
evergreens batteredby winds, Tm 

thinking nf the wx y w i n ter rawnalafo e . 

bones of a garden. AD die froth is- 
shaken off and the overall design 
sings out IoihJ and dear Or should. 

The trouble is that our particular 
climate and the journeys of Victori- 
an explorers mean that we can 
grow an extraordinarily wide range, 
of things. A garden can become lit- 
tle more than a horticultural stamp 
collection. But even the most beau- 
tiful plant shines better in the right 
setting. If a garden can combine 
good plants with good design, visi- 
tors get the best of both worlds. 

Michael and Caryl Baron have 
fine collections of daphnes and 
snowdrops, a greenhouse packed 
with floury-leaved primulas and a 
choice selection of the more difficult 
kinds of peony. So there is no doubt- 
ing their credentials as plantsmen. 
But their garden. Brandy Mount 
House in Afresford, is well balanced 
in terms of its design, too. 

A wide terrace in front of the 
house ends in a shallow raised bed 
packed with bulbs (sternbergias, 
hoop-petticoat daffodils) and some 
of Michael's more difficult miniature 
daphnes. A narrow, winding path 
leads between shrubs such as Rosa 
virginiana (brilliant red leaves in 
autumn) and the dogwood ‘Mid- 
winter Fire' (buff stems flaring into 
fluey orange- red >. with a dense un- 
derplanting of cyclamen, ferns, rare 
snowdrops, corydaiis and hellebores 


The lawn is thick with dwarf cro- 
cus, scfllas and aconites, but with- 
iuckyou will getsafelyrotmd to the 
i nfor mal beds at the biackofthe gar- : 
den. Here, under aiine sEachyums, 
are. hellebores, rardamme, pnl- 

mnnaria and ttmw p rare ryrtanrpn 1 

packed round with pine needles. ; 

ib foe right of the bouse is an m^ 
tensive -area of glass. When Caryl 
Baron gave up her job, she frit she 
bad to have s omething “to combat 
Michael's snowdrops" so she began 
collecting Primula aUionii , a tiny 
plant from the maritime Alps, and P 

mnrgrn/Tfn whit4i ig nnt mnrh hipppr 


^e. wood^and garden. Earty cain- 

efliasi . ynajgnnWafg - and carpets .of 

snowdrops. Open dafiy during day : 
.fighthours. Admission £3.10. . . 


beautifiilnatinral setting. Open Mon- 
day 22 Ebb q O&m^ Mll) Admi ssion gl. : 


The next garden opening & Brandy 
Mount House, Alresfirrd ( 01962 
732189) is on Sunday 14 March 
( 12pmrSpm ) Admission £2.50 


■DEVON . 

Kfllerton, Broaddyst, Exeter \ 
Tel: 01392 881345 • . V " 

Snowdrops, earty crocuses and fine 
species ma gnolias Open daily fh 
daylight Winter a dmis sion £i. 
Little Cumbre, Pennsylvania Rd, 
Exeter (No phone calls, please) 
Half an acre of mixed shrubs, with 
a newly acquired half acre of wood- 
land. Open tomorrow <2pm-5pm). 
Admissi on £ 2. 

'Sbnder Hill, Colaton Raleigh 

IfeL- 01395 567541 

TVanqiri) garden ha rmonising with a 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE" . 
Cm^t^Cotta^O^Hxk 
near Nkweol ; TeL 01531 890265 . • ; • 


^tarafised si y w dro ps and early. 
daffbdfls.Open tod^anff tomorrow 
(114). Admissirin £25(L ■ • / ; 
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with^ 
other', dai 
morrOw ( 


;pIantSL-1 


HAMPSHIRE 

little Court, Crawley 
TeL 01962 776355 

Comfortable garden with bantams 
on the lawns. Flint walls, helle- 
bores. Open tomorrow, Mon and 
TUCS C2pm-5 .30pm) . Admissi on £2. 
The Vyne, Sherborne St John, 
Basingstoke Tel: 01256 881337 


HEREFORDSHIRE , :> /. 
The Wear Swains Hin, Hereford 
Td: 01345 125436 - . . 

Steep garden beside the river iHtye. 
' Sndwdrops, chiohodaxas, violets; 
primroses. Open^Wed^un (liam- 
fipm) Admission r?- 


:bf 

' morjofw (2 



Hacconby •* .. juafojtesl; Open '.daily ,(u-dusk). 
’.*■? ' >. .AMiSsion , ^:'/;. 1 '' . 
garden<Maftaxigb& 9, Raymead Clo$e,Hctcham 
s;- Open to&y and tor- <T>k 01372 373728. * " . \ 
^Admission £i ■ J>ripari : garden Good 
’ V ■ ' • ■ berries and winter bark. Open Sun 

JRELAND ' ; ,28Tfeb (Ipm4pm). Admission £L50. 


LINCOLNSHIRE 
Belton House, Grantham 
TeL 01476 566116 

Snowdrops and daffodQs are natur- 
alised in the garden of this 17th-cen- 
tury house, TV star of Pride and 
Prejudice and Tim Jones. Open to- 
morrow (llam-3pm) £5 per car 


IRELAND v 
Castld Ward^Stran^brd, Co Down 
TeL0&$6881&>4 : '- . ■ " 

Fine trees, induffing wellingtonias 
and a mum-stemmed thuja Open a& 
year; dawn to dusk Admission £1.75 
per car 

RowaHane, Salntfield. 
Baltynahinch, Co Down 

TeL- 01238-510131 " 

Monterey and Scots tune, redwoods, 
red cpdai^ Douglas fir, an umigia) 
podocarpus. Mon-Fri (10.30am- 
5pm). Admission D.40. 


Other gardens to visit: 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

Cliveden, Tbplow, Maidenhead 

Tsh 01494 522234 

The head gardener; Philip Cotton, is 
leading a guided walk tomorrow at 
11am. Admission £480. 

Great Barfield, Bradenham 
IH: 01494 563742 

Richard Nutt’s fine snowdrops, dis- 
played among hellebores. Open to- 
morrow C2pm-5pm). Admission CL5a 


Cuttings 


NEWS FROM THE GARDENERS’ WORLD 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

Anglesey Abbey. Lode 
Tel: 01223 811200 

This 100-acre garden is home to 80 
kinds of snowdrop. Ope n today and 
tomorrow (llaxn-4pm). Admission©. 


CORNWALL 

Lanhydrock. Bodmin 
TeL 01208 73320 

A Victorian granite mansion with a 


WISLEY SURREY is file setting, 
for the Royal Horticultural 
Society’s next bonsai weekend 
(27-28 February). There will be 
lectures on the history of bonsai 
and demonstrations on the best 
way to grow them. Experts such 
as Colin Lewis and Peter Chan 
will be among the teachers and 
Su Chin Ee will be showing 
watercolours in the Chinese 
style. Several nurseries will set 
up displays in the demonstration 
shed next to the glasshouses 
and the Surrey Heath Bonsai 
Society will put on a show. 

There will be bonsai plants for 
sale and experts to answer 


questions. All lectures will be 
held in the lecture room in the 
laboratory building. Tickets (£5 
for RHS members, £10 for non- 
members) must be booked in 
advance. Send a cheque payable 
to the RHS, with a sae to the 
Admin Dept, RHS Garden, 
Wisley, Woking GU23 6QB. 


THE UNIQUE St Helena 
boxwood, thought to be extinct, 
has recently been rediscovered 
by Stedson Stroud, a resident of 
the island. He found just one 
bush alive among six dead ones 
on a slope facing the sea, 100 
metres above sea level. It had 


not been seen for 100 years, but 
Dr Rebecca Cairns-Wicks, St 
Helena's Conservation Offices 
has high hopes that scientists 
will be able to propagate the 
plant The bush itself is infested 
with mealy bug and moth larvae 
and is unlikely to survive, but 
seeds, have been collected from 
it and cuttings taken. More than 
40 per cent of the plants on St 
Helena are in danger of 
disappearing for even giving the 
island the dubious distinction of 
having the world's most . , 

threatened flora. Mr Stroud’s - - 
discovery is a welcome reversal. 

Anna Pavord 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 

Hodsock Priory, Blyth 
TeL 01909 591204 

A one-way trail through Hodsock’s 
famous snowdrops, ornamental dog- 
woods, winter-flowering honey- 
suckles, hellebores and Cyclamen 
coum. Opei dafly (I0am4pm). Ad- 
mission £250. 


WALES ... 

Chirk Castle, Chirk, Wrexham 
TeL 01691 777701 

A medieval Marcher fortress, 
sheltered by great oaks. Fine yew 
topiary and snowdrops. Open today 
and tomorrow (12pm4pm). Admis- 
sion £t~ 

Pfenrbyn Castle, Bangor; Gwynedd 
TeL 01248 353084 

Queen Victoria visited this gigantic , 
castle and planted a wellingtonia, 
which still survives. Open tomorrow 
(12pm4pm). Admission £l. 


STAFFORDSHIRE 
Moseley Old Hall, 

Hnrdhonses. Wolverhampton 
TeL- 01902 782808 

Caftfofcunginitwalkm al7th-century 
garden. Tim knot garden is laid out 
in box. Open tomorrow (150pm- 

4pm) , Admission BOp 


WILTSHIRE 

Lacock Abbey Lacock, 
near Chippenham TeL 01249 730459 
Romantic Victorian woodland garden 
carpeted with snowdrops, aconites, 
anemones and crocus. Open today 
and tomorrow (12-5). Admission £2. 
Stairhead, Stanton, Warminster 
TeL 01747 841152 

Britain's most famous 18th-century 
landsc aped garden; beech woods, 
temples and statues laid bare. Open 
daily (9am-dusk). Admission £3.40 
(£450 after 1 March). 


surrey • 

Polesden I^cey, nr Dorking 
Ifel- 01372 458203 

Magnificent setting on the north 
downs!, with the wilder parts of the 
garden covered in snowdrops and 


YORKSHIRE 

Fountains Abbey and Studley 
'Royal, Ripon Teh 01765 608888 
Ornamental lakes, temples and cas- 
cades in an idealised landscape 
around a 12th-century Cistercian 
abbey. Open daffy (I0am-5pm) Ad- 
mission £450. 
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POWER RATCHET PRUNERS 

“ Just £9.95 iKhiding postage and packing 



HOW TO ORDER tF« UK onkmi oohi 
RD a the co upo n < p e c ng your MASTER- 
CaRIKVISA BUuiba, or tad *Bfa chcqne at 
pokBl alien. NO CASH. » ■ 

THE IMJEreyDEVT POWER RATCHET 
»L>£R OFFER. TRVEBEU. BOUSE. 
LOMBARD ROAD. LOVDO>SWl*JTZ 
Or all the CREDIT CARD ORDER 
ROTUNEOSnnSMNN 
ACCESS. MASTERCARD welcome. Ptase 
qtMe trfKDM Allow 3ibyif(w 
delnen . StAjea id 4>ulituIiC>. If jou are 
tw fnJI> ultified return w™ that 7 day^ fora 
fuDrefand 
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The Algerian iris is so exquisite that it deserves to be looked at closely. By Ursula Buchan 


With these heavy duly Power Ratchet Priming Shears you 
can say goodbye to sore hands. They really take the strain out 
of cutting through even the toughest branches op to 2cm 
thick and can be used by both right and left handed 
gardeners. 


Only the slightest pressure is needed as their ratchet action 
multiplies the power at the razor-sharp cutting blade, which 
is also coated in Du-Pont Teflon to prevent sticking. A special 
locking mechanism ensures that yon can store them safely 
away when not in nse. 

Normally available at £1 635 yon can save £7 and buy them 
for just £9.95 -and that indudes a lifetime manufacturers 
guarantee! 

iwl.« K i^ i fmw mUKl Lmttd fcryttttrrd in Enriaad Wo. I90C9»7 
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FAMUJARiry MAY not always 
breed contempt, but it often 
breeds carelessness. Some of 
the very best flowers for my 
garden are under my nose tor 
sometimes under the noses of 
rqy friends and neighbours), yet 
I cannot see for looking. 

When I think how beautiful 
are the flowers of the “Algerian 
| iris". Iris ungiucuiaris, and 
how accommodating it is once 
established, I feel ashamed 
that I have H growing in only 
one place in the garden, and 
scarcely give it a thought from 
one end of tiie year to the other 
Until it comes into flowm; that 
is, and then, for abrief moment 
I recognise how lucky I am. 

This carelessness has 
nothing to do with the off- 
putting name. In any event for 
mostcf myfbrmativeyears, this 
“beardless” iris was known as 
Iris sty losa, a name both mem- 
arable andperfedty easy to say. 
{Sty losa refers to the fact that 
the “style” is united for an inch 
above the flower base before it 
breaks into three parts, which 
is unusual, whereas imguicu- 
Zus means “naff" or “claw” and 
refers to the narrowness of file 




Algerian iris: requires no fuss from the gardener A-Z 


bases of the flower segments J 
I think it is because the 
Algerian iris is one of those 
plants that require no song 
and dance from the gardener; 
no exhaustive and exhausting 
feeding or pruning regime, in 
fact nothing special at all It 
comes from countries which 
bound the Mediterranean, so it 
is used to hot dry summers and 
cool, wetter winters (which Is 
why it flowers when it does) and 
emphatically does not need a 
rich sofl. Provided you can find, 


or make, an area of infertile, 
very gritty preferably limy soil 
in a south-faring border; say, 
against the house wall, you 
haw solved ifo cultivation prob- 
lems more or less permanently 
Ifitdoestftflowerwell one year; 
it is much more likely to be 
because the summer before 
was sunless than because the 
dump is overcrowded. 

So what is it like, this 
paragon of beauty thriving on 
neglect? It has flowers, 5-8cm 
across when fufiy open, held on 


the end of long 15cm, smooth 
stalks. Inside, the three “falls’' 
(the petals that curve over) 
are hairless, light purple, but 
with the most delicate mauve 
feathering on a yellow back- 
ground near the base; these 
lines might have been painted 

on by a Japanese flower artist 

of infinite skiff The three “stan- 
dards” are also light purple 
while the three-part “style” is 
mauve. The exterior of the 
petals, however; has the ivory 
pallor of a consumptive, and is 
thin enough for a hint of the 
feathering to show through. 
You see all that property only 
when the flower is in bud and 
tightly forled like an umbrella. 

Kyou pick the stalk of an unr 

opened flower close to ground 
level and bring the bud inside, 
the flower will open quickly in 
the warmth and reward you 

with a sweet scent that wflllast 
for a couple of days. This is the 

b est w ay of examining the 
flower; or for painting it 
Flowers begin to unfurl in 

the dump thatl have in the last 
days of December; and though 
each only lasts a few dawT 
there is a succession of them 


well into February. The exact 
flowering time depends where 
In the geographical range the 
ancestors of your plant were 
found. It may be as earty as the 
autumn, or as late as February. 
The closely related species Ms 
fozfeodoesrftflower till March, 
and has shorts; broader foKage. 

As well as one or two rare 
forms of iris unpuicularis, 
available only in a few specialist 
nurseries, there are three 
named selections that are 
widely sold. The first, *Mary 
Barnard', is even more beauti- 
ful than the type because the 
colour is a deeper more luxur- 
>ant purple. Paler and, to my 
mind, a little wishy-washy; is 
“Whiter Butt 1 , and there is a ■ 
white-flowered form, ‘Alba’. 
There is also a dwarf sub- 
species called cretensis. The 
best time to re plant file ifrl” 
zomes is in September; as soon 
as the autumn rains have start* 
ed; these should be put into the 
soil a little deeps* than you. 
w °uld the rhizomes of “beard- . 
ed" irises, and in as large 
Pieces as you can beg. Ifyou are- 
lucky, they will flower sparsety 
their first winter: 
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INDEPENDENT ADVICE FOR THE INDEPENDENT TRAVELLER: 

FROM THE ONLY NATIONAL NEWSPAPER TRAVEL SECTION THAT REFUSES FREE TRIPS 
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■wcastie. 

• a free 
mite to 
•tdepen- 
dot'i Eu 
to alio ic 
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’99; and Simon Caldei; travel editor of The Independent*. Mr Hall wins a Canon EOSS SLR with a 28-135 IS lens, pins a BfllinghamJPh(rfoRu 


a photographic commission for ‘The Independent*. The award was 
aission £5). The competition is organised by 'Wanderlust’ magazine 
riisher and editor ofTfenderinsf; Lacy Spencer of Destinations 
ck and Ventfle Photo Vest. Another finalist appears below; left. 
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Break for the border 

We asked readers to nominate the scariest frontier crossing. You 
responded with hundreds of tales of fraught frontier formalities 


WHAT AN irregular lot you are: 
the post-hag is bulging with 
tales of bureaucratic hot water 
and cold sweats at frontiers. 
Thanks to all who tookpart; here 
is a salutary selection. These 
three writers, together with 
readers who wrote first-rate 
accounts that we just couldn't 
squeeze in, wm the latest edition 
of ramderiurt magazine -plus 
a unique passport-cover guar- 
anteed to smooth your progress 
across (almost) any frontier. 

Ease Germany-Foland, 1975 

1 had gone through the Iron 
t Curtain at the age of three iHe- 

gaDy a seaxy foriffing escapade. 
My mother and I escaped 
through foeforestfrom Czecho- 
slovakia into Austria. Border 
guards on motorbikes search- 
^ ed the forest with huge flash- 
lights, but missed us as we hid 
quivering behind tree-trunks. 

Now here I was in 1975, a 
quarter-century later; on a bus 
from London to Warsaw trav- 
elling with my three-year-old 
daughter. It was a very chilly 
dawn. The sight from the bus 
window looked Hke a Cold War 
movie set I was very nervous. 

We had to pass up our pass- 
ports to the bus driver I noticed 
as I handed mine in that it was 
damp . I must have spilt some- 
thing on it during the ni^iL One 
of the border officials took foe 
bunch of passports and took 
them up some steps to a room. 
“This shouldn’t take long.” foe 
Polish bus driver said cheerily. 
We shivered raid waited. 

The driver couldn't under* 
stand what was taking them so 
i long. Finally the borda* official 
* marched into the bus and start- 
ed yelling at the driver; waving 
one of foe passports. After a lot 
of gesticulating and more 
y elling , the driver turned to US 
and said, “you’re not going to 
believe this, but someone 
passed in a wet passport The 
East Germans regard it as an 
insult to their government and 
won’t let foe bus through until 
foe passport has dried!’' 

% Someone piped up: “Who 
handed it in?" Ashamedly I 
owned up, mumbling some- 
thing about my child having 



Elemental force: Pakistan’s north-west frontier, fay 
Raymond Jack, finalist in our photo competition 


spilt water on it. (How low can 
you sink when passing the 
buck?) “Then go and sort this 
out - if it wasn’t for you we 
wouldn't be hi foispuSder I felt 
the accusing eyes. With a feel- 
ing of dread, I stood up. and' 
walked to foe front of the bus. 

I stepped off the bus and 
walked into the glare of foe 
spotlights and across foe Tar- 
mac I felt I was going tony ex- 
ecution. All around were 
gimrifc, machine-guns at the 
ready. I flashed back to that 
dark night in the forest 25 years 
earlier I entered the room and 
saw two officials with the pie 
of passports, the wet one on top. 

If mimed that it was mv fault 
how it had nothing to do with 
insulting the East German gov- 
ernment and could foqy ptease 
let us through? They started 
shouting at me in German so 

IyeDedbackin English. IFIwas 

going to be shot, foe least I 
could do was shout back. 


toing and froing, they finally 
shoved foe bunch of passports 
at me, marched me back to foe 
bus, yelled at the driver that 
they didn't want this sort of 
thing happening aga in a nd 
ordered us to get cm our way As 

the bus started -to move, the 
passCTgere cheered I stumbled 
back to my seat. 

]>r EVA CHAPMAN 
<NfiE PROSIKOTA) 


Chad, 1984 

I was travelling overland from 
London to Nairobi via West 
Africa in a Bedford truck with 
nine other people. We had spent 
a lot of time, and money, getting 
foe necessary visas in Algfers. 
EventuaDy, a charming official 
processed our applications, 
charged us $50 each andussned 
the visas. 

Apartfrom getting lostin foe 
desert around foe dried up 

ad g ftgfrf T-akp Chari and ending 

up in a refugee camp, all went 
well until we took the wrong fork 
fothftj nadandanrlfid iipin gflri i 
where we were arrested at a 
police roadblock for having 
forged visas. Six or seven 
extremely young and well- 
armed soldiers piled into foe 
truck toeseort us to the Minis- 
ter of foe Interior who Eved 
some 150km away The road was 
extremely rough; though the 
soldiers were not ttoeatening, 
we thought there was a very 
real risk of bang accidentally 
shot or bayoneted when we 
drove over a pothc^e. The Min- 
ister of the Interior told us that 

foe Embassy in Algiers had 


to remain in foe compound 
unto foe matter could, be in- 
vestigated. He was extremely 


our discreet offer of a bribe and 
seemed pleased to have some- 
one to talk to in fo&evenings. 


Wfe were generously provid- 
ed with food and drink and our 
two days there would have 
been quite pleasant if we had 
not been so apprehensive about 
how long the investigation 
would take. Luckily for us, on 
the third morning two French 
journalists were brought in, 
haring been arrested for 
haring no passports and 
photographing the refugee 
camps. Our “crime” could not 
compare to this and after 
exchanging tokens of mutual 
esteem (the Minister’s gift was 
a goat) we were escorted to foe 
Central African Republic under 
armed guard and expelled from 
the country. 

Jane Bkvant 

Spa in -Portugal, 1990 

Driving from Seville to Lisbon, 
there used to be 5km of “no- 
marts-land” between the Span- 
ish and Portuguese customs 
posts. Now that we are all 
Europeople, there is a modem 
road and a smart new com- 
bined border facility shared fay 
the revenue-men of both 
nationalities. 

Oh my last journey through 
by British-registered car; for 
technical reasons I had to 
establish my date of arrival in 
Portugal Hkring initially been 
waved through by the Spanish 
fimciOTiaric, I therefore inten- 
tionally stopped at his Por- 
tuguese twin’s sentry-box, only 
some 10 metres farther on, to . 
ask for an entry-stamp in 
my passport 

Curious to know why I 
wasn’t higfatailingit oat of there 
like most other people; the 
Spaniard left his position to 
catch up \rith me and overhear 
my conversation with his 
opposite number: 

Upon grasping my intent, be 
placed a firm hand on my 
shoulder and insisted that I 
return with him back to Spain, 
where he carefully and 
deliberately impressed my 
passport with a salida (exit) 
stamp, saying: “How can you 
enter Ifortugal unless you first 
leave Spam?”. Politically cor- 
rertandgec^raj*ica%correct 
Teeky Eaton 


EXPENSIVE BA DS - 

not a nice way to begin a 
column, nor a newspaper 
advertisement But that is 
how foe Irish low-cost 
airline Ryanair has chosen 
to announce six new routes, 
accusing British Airways of 
greed and comparing its 
lowest feres with BA’s. 

The advertisements 
contrast Ryanair’s midweek 
feres with those on BA As 
yon would expect, the Irish 
airline chooses the 
departure days to suit its 
purpose: travelling out from 
foe. UK on aMonday or 
Tuesday returning on a 
"Wednesday or Thursday. 
Those have to be the exact 
dates; a day earlier or latex; 
and Ryanair’s feres go up; if 
a Saturday intervenes, then 
BAls prices fell sharply 

ybu would expect an 
advertiser to choose the 
comparisons that suit its 
purpose. Ryanair also 
chooses not to mention that 
Us flights depart from 
Stansted, while BA's leave 
from Gatwick and 
Heathrow- much more 
convenient for millions 
of travellers. 

BA’s feres include free 
meals and drinks, while on 
Ryanair you have to pay for 
anything more substantial 
than water 



SIMON CAJLDER 

You'd imagine that 
Tirana, 1985, has 
little in common with 
Gatwick, 1999 


Small considerations, 

you may think, since flying 
to Turin, for example, will 
cost you £119 on Ryanair 
rather than £452 on BA 

The problem is, BA 
doesn’t fly to Turin. Instead, 
Ryanair quotes BA’s fere to 
Milan, 80 miles away. It 
happens that BA’s low-cost 
offehoot, Go, flies to Milan, 
too, with a no-frills service 
from Stansted. So why 
doesn't Ryanair use the 
more valid comparison? 
Perhaps because Go 
charges only £100 return. 

The feres chart gets 
stranger stHL “Ancona 
£129,” boasts Ryanair; 
compared with £562 on BA 
But BA’s only Adriatic 


destinations are Venice and 
Trieste, hundreds of miles 
away. The closest cities to 
Ancona to which BA 
actually flies are Rome and 
Bologna, each 125 miles 
distant Ryanair chooses 
Bologna - the BA fere there 
is higher than to Rome. 
Again, no mention of Go’s 
fere of £100 return from 
Stansted to Rome or 
Bologna. 

You’re probably getting 
the pattern by now: 

“Biarritz £99”, against £534 
on BA No, British Airways 
doesn’t fly to Biarritz. 
Ryanair contrasts its fere 
with BA’s to Bordeaux, 
rather than those to Bilbao 
- nearer and cheaper. 

Oddest of all is Dinarti 
Ryanair says BA charges 
£315, compared with its fere 
of £99. BA you will not be 
amazed to learn, does not 
fly to the Brittany resort 
The airline does, though, 
offer a connection in Jersey 
to Air Aurigny services, 
which wfll get you to Dinard 
for a maximum fare of £176 
return - 45 per cent less 
than Ftyanair claims. 

BA not averse to the odd 
“dirty trick” itself, has 
begun legal action: “A writ 
has been issued claiming 
trademark infringement 
and malicious falsehood,” 


says foe airline. Ryanair’s 
new routes are to be 
welcomed, since they will 
extend choice and increase 
competition. But misleading 
travellers with unfair 
comparisons, and using 
offensive advertising, are 
not so agreeable 

AT TIRANA airport in 
Albania, the dark days of 
Communism were just that: 
unilliiminatpri Under the 
old dictator; Enver Hoxha, 
the runway lights at the 
capital’s airport were 
switched off after the last 
(and, indeed, only) flight on 
Friday and not switched 
back on until Olympic 
Airways’ plane turned up 
from Athens on Tuesday. 

You might imagine that 
Tirana, 1985, has litUe in 
common with Gatwick 1999. 
But Marlene Maguire of 
Surrey suggests otherwise: 

“On boarding CityFlyer 
flight 675 bound for 
Menorca, we sat on the 
Tarmac for two hours, 
being told there was an 
electricity failure at foe 
airport and they were 
unable to pump foe fuel. 

“We have what is one of 
the busiest international 
airports in the world, and it 
has a power cut. No back- 
up generator? Wonderful.” 


PRAGUE & BUDAPEST 

Convenient flight schedules, the refurbishment of hotels and reasonable tariffs in both Prague 
and Budapest have made possible foe combination of these two beautiful cities on the same itinerary 


T he city of Prague, built along the banks of the 
Vltava River and on the surrounding hills, has 
often been described as the “Hundred Spired 
Golden Praha*, the “Rome of the North'. It was the 
chief city* of the old kingdom of Bohemia and foe 
cultoral centre of Europe in the 14th century, 
enriched by artists and architects from Prance, 
Germany, and Italy. Today, Prague still retains its 
magnffic^:18th-centuiy character, foe skyline is a 
fairytale scenario of domes and spires. 

No less a city of spires is Budapest, one of the 
gracious cities through which the Danube 
meanders on its way to foe Black Sea. Prom austere 
Gothic stately Renaissance and hardly-restrained 
Oriental decoration to the exuberance of the 
Baroque. the ancient towns of Buda and Pest recall 
foe influence of past invaders. 

Both dties endured nearly 40 years of life behind 
the former Iron Curtain but have emerged 
relatively unscathed by the dead hand of dictatorial 
administration to a new (lowering. 

ITINERARY 

Days I, 2, 3 A 4 Depart London Heathrow for 
Prague and spend four nights with foil sightseeing 
Ifey 5 Depart cm the Hungaria Express for Budapest 
travelling across the beautiful Bohemian 


7 nights from £595 




ft \ !:i * 

an na j ; 


countryside arriving in the evening 
Stay in Budapeg for three nights. Days 
6 & 7 Full sightseeing of the twin dries 
of Boda and Pest Day 8 Depart by air to 
London Heathrow. 


DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 

1999 Sundays - per penal in * twin roam 

March 28 £650 
April 4, 21, 18. 25 £630 

May 2, 9. 16, 23.30 £630- June 6. 13.20. 27 1595 
July 4. 11. 18, 25 £615 - August 1. 8. 15. 22. 29 X595 
Septembers, 12. 19,26X630 

Single Supplement £195 

tadMec at) transportation. 7 nftte in 4^lor holrk <ti rerun and 
“P*”™** flrn-cla* seali on the Huugarii Exmeu. 
knwjtetSatile Guides, tJK departure tax. Not Inctoilafc ovrneu 
inijiianc*. Our current Conditions of Booting u nw 
rf»hfc}iBm2a^<wrftmJiBhan api^toaflrtien^bons. ^ 

0171-616 1000 

w 

VOYAGES JULES VERNE 

21 Dorset Square, tondon i'JWl 60G 

Tr»d Piunnvb Lat in,, mi nil >»<k 
Om affien arr ^ i« WtpjK,. ^ . 

»+*”*** ‘Jr?*** 


Jr 


i 
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TEU 0171 293 2222 


UK, EIRE 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


UK Travel 


UK Travel 


UK Travel 


PAGEANT HOTELS 

A sekctxra of individually snfcd country 
house holds offe - ' 


traditional Surrauixijiigs, Pageant Hotels 
invite yon to take advantage of 
a most attractive offer. 

Take advantage of a Z-airfn stay at any of 
oar bolds, dinner bed £ breakfast and 
receive your third night completely free of 
charge. Pkasc contact individual hold Tor 
price and avaihbility‘ 

If you simply require further information 
on Pageant Hotels please call us for a 
brochure ou 01234363281 
quoting reference IND 



CtsswooD House 

LfMcr Sutter 

Lucan v talcum as 'Hairocb in l&e Gcxunrr’, 
(his idv^coumo’ house was buili in I92tas 
y concur} readme for the former Qiairman 
of die Cantons London sure. Set ui 12 acres 
nr secluded grounds and eudun. Cteraod 
House a wpetNv located for exploring ibe 
husUinp looms and picturesque Milages or liie 
Sussex Weald and South Downs 
Tel: 01403 891216 



Woodlands Manor Hotel 

fir. Bedford, Bedfirdddre 
A ncdnded period manor bouse «a in acres 
of wooded grounds. Stydsh fimiif h’ l lfl r mvt 
open Ores pins an awarded restaurant 
offering Use Ml in quality wifaHii. t 
jua 2 fflues (ram Use centre of Bedford tn the 
vilfcqy; nf Ctoptam. easily aecesdNa from 
tbc Ml m ot orwa y 

Ifcfe 01234 363281 



Lutohr Hall Hotel 

Umat. Hi t Chester A Wntd tom 
Lfyndlr Halt Hotel is set in acres of peaceful 
parkland and 5 located midway benreen 
Chester & Wrexham. A drive in ibe ec u t ic of 


n User kwh will take oohr 10 nrintnes 
WUh Mure fadIUeslnctaain|poaLiuti 
room, spa tnth and gym, Lhmuir KiB Hotel 


gym, Uyndi 

often a" reAnMsbad oresMiic, comfortable 
btuige areas ud asi chilly decorated bedrooms 
Tel; 01244 571648 



Stonehouse Court Hotel 

Sumthouse, Glo uc es te rsh ir e 
An idytlic (7Ux Gomny country homey withi 


Sixmelsoiw Court pnmdes dw ideal bate 
train which to explore die many beautiful 
villages of the Couwotos. 

THfc 01453 825155 



The Wild Boar Hotel 

hupariej. OresWre 

Nestling in sorer of the most tw^niifni 
countryside of Cheshire, beneath ibe outcrop 
of ficcston Chsdc, lies tbc historic Wild Boar 
Hotel A Restaurant This dramatic half 
timbered “‘typically Cbedtire* has b rich and 
varied hfawsy and was originally ■ 17th 
Canary banting lodge. Inter renowned for is 


Tfcfc 01829 260309 




hotifays In Britain. 
■ ftce eolanr brochure. 
» Phone 01502 502 601 
Quote HI 479 


(corttfL • 

TACCHOLfP^ • 

SUMMER ’99* 
BROCHURE OUT NOW a 

■ Was comm doom, coowUk a 
ltaM.Wfcs.PBMs. Bates. Moos.. 
UteLWrawmowland. Scotland * 
nhuuib rtwsfTQ-SO* 

■ a 'taBgrewwi 6/ g m»# 


01756 702200 


DALES HOLIDAY COTTAGES. Self 
catering holiday propaniM In 
nirrt A eoeStel locations Ihrou0i- 
our Yortofafcu, The Lake District 8 
Cumbria, Northumbria and Scot- 
land. Coll for Osmund coloured 
brochure on 01756 790619/ 
789621. 

EXCELLENT cottages throughout 
the Waal Country. Helpful Hob- 
days. 01647433535 


Activity Holidays 


LA KESIDE 

"W" nurrA 


fMCA 

LAKE DISTRICT 

Mulrj Activity Holidays for 
FanuTna and Young People 
(]Q-17yrsV Set in 400 acres on 
the shores of Lake Windermere. 
AALA approved. 

For brochure call 
015395 31758 
Lakeside National Centre, 
UIveisMl, Cumbria 


SAILING. WINDSURFING. Surfing 
RYA Comm, weekends, hofi- 
doye on the beautfftd Pom- 
brokoshlre CotmL Brochure 
01645 536642 

ACTtvmes Femllea, Cooplee, sin- 
gles 8 Groups. 150 things to do, 
Maentum Dome 6 Bres ta Acnm 
AcMtfn 01432 8BOOB3 

PARENTS treat Comp Beaumont. 
Kids lava Itl The original British 
Summer Comp. Stqwb toesflans 
ta UK & France tar 6-l6yearakte. 
Ol 71 022 1 234 CM fn) 

SUFFOLK CYCLE BREAKS. Qual- 
ity holidays wflfi fun backup. 
W/ends or longer. Bruch: 01440 
721666 


POL ACTIVITY HOLIDAYS tar 6- 
18*. Adventure hoidays for oM- 
dren a teenagers pocked fob of 
fun, flotetnment & now Hands ■ afl 
under tbe supervision of firty 
tratnod staff. Call FREE for 
brochure: 0500 749147 


Christmas Breaks 


SUPERB 1BC. Bui Hdaway fur 2. 
Daelipwflanmr owned. FeoL 
Not. Haps. 6 TJ8T Bid wirrnec. 
Short brim, all yaeeT/Ffoc 01060 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Independent Newspapers UK 
ltd regrebtfntaHiougheYefy 
reasonable precabOonb taken. 
nonespoosbiBycanbe 
accepted for (fights andor 
acconrodaUonoAred 
UvDugfi these coiunns, or any 
loss arising Biereftom. Headers 
are advised to take all 
necessary precautions before 
entering Info any frairel 
arrangements.. 


in the Grounds of 



r c Manor 


NEW FOR 1999 
EastweU News 
EastweU Manor 

Ashford, Kent 

''^fraiiqidUlty In the Garden of England" 

This is an exceptional and tasteful conversion of the Victorian stable block in the 
3000 acre estate of Eastwdl Park. 

These new centrally heated one, two and three bedroom cottages, ail with lounge, 
dining and kitchen areas have views over either the Kent countryside, the elegant 
gardens of Eastwell Manor or the peaceful courtyards. Thqr also provide that 
welcome escape to tbe Garden of England for that well deserved long weekend. 
An bedrooms have en suite facilities, with colour TV, Including satellite. 

The wen fitted kitchens provide ceramic hob, fridge and microwave grill oven, 
rested 20m outdoor swimming pool and aU-weather tennis court. 

Guests bi EastweU Mews have full seV-calexIna Eadltties or if they wish they can 
take a short stroll through the gardens and visit Eastwdl Manor with Its elegant 
wood panelled 3 rosette restaurant, cocktail bar, extensive manicured lawns and 
terraces. 

Eastwdl Manor and Eastwdl Mews although tucked stay In a peaceful part of Kent 
are, nonetheless, conveniently located for visiting the historic dly of Canterbury 
and the charming towns and beautiful villages of Kent and Sussex. 

Easy access to Channel Pbrts, Le Shuttle and Eurostar - Paris 2 hours. 

Fully Inclusive rentals for your genuine ’cottage in the country 1 ’ start from £350 for 
three nights including Saturday, weekly terms available. AD Dnen and laundry 
provided maid service and batsy^rittlng can be arranged. 

Brochure requests and enquiries to: 

Getiu£<JMaiar 

EastweU Rut Booghtou Lees, Ashford, Kent TH25 4HK 
Telephone: 01233 213000 Ftecsballe: 01233 639A30 


Cotswolds 


COTSWOLDS Spoctaffsta. Chooaa 
from owr 150 oo&bom 08700 725 


NR MOHETON-IN-MARSH . Lowly 
1718 cottage, <x>«y y<M (podous. 
Antiques, tagfenook. c/h, fire, 
sunny grin, pets. Short breaks. 
£33M0ht for 2. Up to £75 for 5+. 
Lass moHyAMAon. 01029 
583794 

COTSWOLDS WELCOME COT- 
TAOES 1999 luB cofoUT bradasa. 
Phono nuwll 01736702212 


Dorset 


SUPERB DORSET COTTAGES . 
Flroa 1999 foS- colour breehias. 
Phana nowtl 01755 79B204 
Doraoi Coastal Cattagat. OW. 
cosy, much lovscL Short breaks 
frwi Cl 20. The (01309652988 


E ast Angh’ft 


NORFOLK/SUFPOUCs best Cot- 
taoas. Pm 160 page IflSB colour 
brochure. 017M 702205 


Holidays Afloat UK 


Award wkmbtfl Iburist BJnapeaMtl 
na rrowtwt s. 0121 4452909 

BRtTAiNS BEST Salt Driw narrow- 
boat hoMayt. WUast eftofeo. B 

. bases. Begksters vary wotcomo. 
01905 610097 

BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY Sreroyf 
Hams. Lux boats. (01256) 
703801. 


UK Travel 
continues on 
page 24. 


Isle of Wight 


MARCH SPECIAL: 

3 nights from £89 



Northumbria 


SUPERB CottHOOS. Northunbria, 
Tbrk Dates, Ltecam, Paaka. Syhos 
Cottages 01 244 345700 


The Peak District 



KlFBn Cottages. Peek DWrioL 
taft Date* Northumbria, Lsfcaa. 
Sykes Oottaon 01*44 345700 
PEAK WS7TOCT SpacfoiMs. 
Ctioo sa tram ovar 210 cottsgsa 
08700725 7B5CHP280 


Self Catering UK 



> BY A 


river 

...with fishing 2&d email— 
md mere. Cosscd ud . 
kuvuuyiiiic. Britain^ fincSL 
Free colour brocfiur. 


SPOIL HER 


WMngpcdalWedetderft** 
9t ourJuKuv Gxiary House Koca 
nodof ta 1 1 sera of prim 
MidwoodfandaoridsC North 
Demn'sraRngaxmnydde. 

tiWirttMtaBHifcte d wflng 
Bader watthtag. £1 IMO PP. 
DBSBMustefHdajB Sunday 
Unch. Or ■ MdMda-ar ES4.9S 
PP.PerDay(2rithtsorftMrei. 
BaudU at sute betkoosL. 

Fabukusfooddndudinc 
seaeorian ranul. Log Fte. 
PseWdosK. PtoCMAw 
BAC**+AA73X 

MEDIOSCnEKSUlflUKTHHED 

ncKsmaurai 


Sussex 


BfUCKHTALL HOTEL Nr BMUte. 
TUdor Itaor hi beautiful vtDaga. 
2 OB ES8 Inc 4 coma cBnaot 3* 
AAA RAC. 01 424 670363 ■ 


West Country 


FREE COLOUR GUIDE to the 500 
boat vatu* mObm hi Down 
(01271)870832 

EXCELLENT cottages throughout 
6 m West Country Helpful Ho8- 
dayt. 016<7 433585 
CLASSIC COTTAGES. 400 SOfod 
coastal and ootntiy cooagoa hi 
tha Wart Countiy for the dtseenv 
tag.. lanmcfassic-ctMA Brochure 
M 01328 66S58S 


PENHAVEK COUNTRY HOUSE 

Mb- »:3 b* X Dow Era 5a 


I A RNffSBJECTlON of Cooagason 
both coasts of Conwrei and on 
Sdty. Cornish ireditlooal Cot- 
tages. 0i20& 821666. 7 day pat* 
tonrt nretao BsnvOpm 

CORNWALL A DEVON 300 Cot- 

ngss Olrau^HML 0I7SZ 200711. 

| DEVON Specfaltsts. Chooae Horn 
owr 320 cotegas 08700 726 736 
CHVHB 

FOWEY/POLRUAN. Cftamtlmg 
■marakls cottages. Supsrti 
Wan. Contral heotng. DbtgWw 
avallabla. Pets we l come. 01579 
344687 

IXWSJT PROPERTIES Coastal and 
rural Tel 01346 560964 

sntaMfasonconnarttaiuxMrit 

ST AGNES. N. Coast conv. barn, 
alp 4/6, al ye 01872563498 


( OS VAC.f HOUDAVS 



Umly itowaa and V"*™*** j 
DgVON/DORSET BORDER 
coast or country 
■foortet Board inspected 
* For FraBCctow Brochure* 

Tat MHifflERE HOLIDAYS 

01297 22929 ( 

14 Fora SteML Smn, Damn EX12 31 a] 
Ewnat WnemftbBtJgn 


MHTTH CORNWALL . Wbmt fowfy 
coil, 2 dbte botfrms. Log fire, 
large gdn. uaarpeoce, gtorlotra 
walking. Doga snL CT1IW325 
p/K W 01208 050168 
CORNWALL Specfofal s. O»0 M 

from over 400 oohage* 06700 729 

725CHK268 

SAL COMBE nr besdt. Stunning 
Warn. Awa ira tarei/EasMT. 3 ad| 
properties. Sips 4-20. 0171 
7271005 

QUALTTY DEVON COTTAGES FhPS 
1099 Ml colour brochure. Phona 
nowll 01756702303 
WONDERFUL CORNISH COT- 
TAGES. 1899 bartMr M colour 
brochure. 01 7BB 702201 


Ireland 


lbrifdiire& The Dales 



*99* 


Holiday 
Cottages 

-tafti 

YiriBMre Mas, Tart, Cwt, 
■hr, Pnk I Uki Uririri 


« (I175fi) 7M72- 

-.“S&SSft 

YORK. Hmrorth Court HotaL 3 tteys I 
mkhreak A LaCarta break 696. , 
01904 4261 SB. . 

SUPERB Cottagss. vbrk Dates, I 
Northumbria. Lakes, . Peaks. I 
SytOMCottfegse 01 244 345700 

Y0RK8HIHE DALES WataornoCot- 
tages. Free 1999 fuS colour 
brochure 01786 703200 . 


UK Travel 


• vest amra Rant CDMrtdf,B 

■ Ncrioft. ttfcs. Pete, Dates. l«n^ 

■ cm, MurilMitMlad, 5conud * 

* mum tehnvryO'50" 


01756 702200 


| AMAZING VALUE Prat ISO ppa Inc 
ran. RIghte to Shannon ptea 2ntt. 
BAB 3“ A *• notate. L drta A 
golL Car Mrs frm. CIS par day. 
ITB appnrd ATOL 5122- Frea col 
broc Ireland Won Hols 0600 
01 85590 

ALL IRELAND Seif catering New 
Homes, dart dbacOy wflhownara, 
compare prices, saw £££fe.Ftae 
gutdai 00363 9155 2000. 24 In. 

IRELAND- 300 cottegas In great 
loeaftona. Phone STILLWELL® 
for colour brochure: 01271 


RUSH COUNTRY HOLIDAYS 
Chooa boot aver 200 deKginfte 
cottages. Tburing, boating and 
borea drawn caravans. For your 
fcae brochure erti 01302 &60688 
(24 M 

SOUTHERN IRELAND - Pstedtan 
house avaBabte for hoBday lata. 
Easy reach of SUgo/Connaughi 
airports. Sl eeps 12. 100 acre 
artrtto on large Mrel mBaofteka 
shore.. Swfmndng, fishing, booi- 
taa. Mink, woodtand waffcs. RW- 
Eng and goH naartiy. Afl tncfusfvs, 
Cl 600 par waok (rlBOO August). 
TUVRax 0171 5899472 

WU WALK All day. Return to lut- 

. ury In Caabal Houu Hotel, and 
gwdana. Connamara, Co. Oaf- 
way. tau (0035395) 31001. Fax 

.31007. • 

SHAMROCK COTTAGES. 296 
aatect ImflvtdtHf coHagas In 
superb toeattans. Dtee teree. 
ATFO. Coioiir Brochure. 01823 
681060. wwrea lte ii uu c h aof- 

tagreco.uk 

RENT AN IRISH COTTAGE and 
daoovar the baeuty of west Com. 
m- 00 353 6141 1109 for 
brochtn 





Back Off! 


The Ramblers’ Association is preparing to take legal action 
against Air Van Hoogstraten, a Sussex landowner 
who is illegally blocking a public footpath. 

AAr Van Hoogstraten is not above the law. Public paths 
mean just that — open to the public. The Ramblers defend 
public paths and if all else fails will take legal action to 

open them up. 


The Ramblers 



Join our 
campaign to 
open up paths 
right across the 
country. 


Working for walkers 


1-5 Wandsworth Road, London SW8 2XX. 
Tel: 0171 339 8500 Registered Charity No.306089 


Mr/Mn/Mbs/fcb 




fo rtaada 


Dotaafbirtfi 


Tick b« for maniwship type required 

□ orrianyETS Q Reduced* £9 

□ Fandy/pu*£22£0 C JomfredueaffrETl £0 

pomte for twp addb efHmoaddiBsiJ Under ie/rtuWre5rad/dtRWmregad 


Donation £. 


Ianefcaa£- 


IND4 


Scotland 


£elf catering 

OcemAJND 

[■CONSULT THE EXPERTS' 
r Over 2,000 self-calering 
properties in all areas 
-from luxury houses to 
p®, ' croft cooages. 

* Write or phone 
- forhrudtnre 



fiuv 

c ' 

TOFredaickSL 
Edb*urj*EH 22 JR 

Country Wottages 
in fflcodand.' 

Aaouwpoifagoaloalnn 
of ScadiadV ttnai 
lioQdrr cooh*ci. 
Free colour 
bnxtmre. 
lxmbHdw 
•870 MS U» 
Qnn.MlU(Mbn) 


COTTAGES throughout Scotland 
naar baadtaa. maumNna, focta. 
wwredbcGverecotbntLnet TW 
Dtecovar Scodand 01388 B53S6 

SCOTLAND Spoctaflata. Chooaa 
firam ovar 656 oottegaa 05700 725 
725CHS2BB 

COTTAGES A HOUSES In South 
Scotland. Ron the coaai to the 
Mia. For ful colour brochure call 
01556504030 



Wv SCOTLAND 

- HIGHLANDS, 
^ ISLANDS S COAST 

nr. I irf. iv i r.taces 

Dales. 1 r 

ottages U1756 
V s 790919 


HIGHLAND Country house. 
Avtemore 20 mins. Slps,14 in 7 
rooms. From under S7 pppn tor 
Bate ded spring datss only. Also 
1 batkoom cottage mailable, sips 
2-4. both half mfla from mate AO. 
01788 . 833200 or . Fox. 
01786834633 

ARGYLL HOLIDAY HOME ta IdyHC 

— sm unnxte mtrPniy atpMbwrF 
•mod taunting shTre Sips 6. Tel: 
01 008 B4433G 

CASTLES Country Houses, ale or 
BAB. Scotts Castle Holidays. Tel 
0131 446071 7 Of Fax 971 6 Sales 
@ 

ao od aoaat tes4»m.wwwL aoolteca a 

flasAom. 

Wtandarfte Scottish Collages. 1990 
colour brochure. Phone now 
01756702213 

GALLOWAY, S.W. Scotland. Rural 
ato conga from £180 pw (3 daya 
S90). Log tee, plctureaqua peace- 
M riverside oaUng, dianuuic 
coastline, WOwalktafl. god, 
famous garden, private salmon 
fishing. Ur Hatey, 01432 022148 
or 01871 830471 


Wales 


A superb sdectloa of quality 
1 character cottages in me 
Pembrokeshire Coast National 
Parii AH prope rti es furnished 
to the highest standards. 

Phooe now for foe colour brednm 

01239- WU 507 


SPECIAL WHCTER W/E A SHORT 
BREAKS . In lovely cottages In 
Brecon Brecon*. Some rtaep la. 
Suk 2 bsnfltas. 01 874 878448 
IDYLLIC N. Wales Cottages. 1999 
colou r broch ure. Phone nowll 
01756 702206 

ATTRACTIVE a/c pfopmfles 
throughout North Writes. 01492 
663492 or www.ranhweteshoB- 
daycoaageextxuk 
COASTAL A COUNTRY COT- 

TAGES. on Snowdonters unspott 
MUd-fhe Ueyn Prirtnaufa. Nsfyn 
HoBdaysL 01 7E6 720674 



WALES 

QcZt^Ct 

HOLIDAYS 


THE ONUf AILYKUB 
COTT3GE HOTUHE / rtfj,, 
555 of the best ( 
throughout Water Vs !*”*. 
wwwraraMoUdmfcCw* 


01686 625267 


NORTH WALES. 1,000 cottage 
Mareite. Shaw's. Snowdon 
•burin Serrices. 01750 701 702 
ANGLESEY Snowdonia. Lteyi 

MenalHoOday Outages tar 2 -a 
Brochure 01246 71 713S 
BRECON BEACONS Lovely seta 
ttan of over 200 saff catering co 
tejas In this unspoflt Naftera 
PBriL 01874 876446 



THE ASSOCIATION 
OF INDEPENDENT 
TOUR OPERATORS 



For a unique 
range of veal holidays 

v 

that are hilly-bonded, 
flexible and 
definitely original - 
book AITO! 

^ 0r a f'RfF. copy of the 
AITO Directory listing a || member 
companies, please telephone 

0181 607 9080 


vr 
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S amuel Pepys’s famous 
(fiaiy covers onfy a frac- 
tion of his life, just nine 
years and five months 
(1660-69). But thanks to 
other records a great 
deal is known about the tailor's son 
who became secretary of the Arimfn - 
ahy and president of the Royal So- 
ciety, and it's still possible to walk 
through his world- 
Start at Charing Cross station. 
Turn left (west) out of the main en- 
trance and walk down Whitehall As 
a boy Pepys watched Charles I 
being executed outside the Ban- 
queting House in Whitehall on 30 
January 1649. This magnificent 
building, designed by Inigo Jones, 
was the only part ever built of a 
planned new Whitehall Palace. 

The diary opens in 1660 in Axe 
Yard, near Downing Street, long 
buried under the sprawl of Whitehall. 
The church of St Margaret’s, still 
standing beside Westminster Abbey 
is where be married his voluble 15- 
year-old wife, Elizabeth St Michel, 


Buckingham 
Street - 


in 1655; not that the event inhibited 
Pepys’ later flirtations w ith shopg irls 
in nnrfry TOiiliiiiiHlfu TTiin 

Pepys went to watch Charles n 
being crowned in Westminster 
Abbey an 23 April 1661. Whiting 
from 4am until 11am for the king to 
arrive had unforeseen consequen- 
ces, as, “before the King had done 
all his ceremonies”, Samuel was 
overcome with “so great a list to 
pisse” that he had to leave. 

Head back to Charing Cross and 
stroll east along the Srand if you feel 
up to it Cta; take the District or Circle 
Line Tibe to Monument from West- 
minster Walking Bepysians need to 
pass through where the Temple 
Bar once stood, near the Law Courts 
and along fleet Street Chancery 
Lane, just off to the left, was one of 
Pepys’s haunts. He spent the 
evening of 13 December 1665 there 
in the Pope’s Head tavern with his 
slightly suspect business associate. 
Captain George Cods. 

Not much further along Fleet 
Street is St Dunstan-in-th e-West 


Pepys final resting place: St Olave’s church in Hart Street was also his favourite spot for ogling London’s women 


- Street- ’ ¥- 

Victoria t -— - — v 
Embankment GuW ^ EasWrcap-J 

JgS • 


Westminster 

■Abbey 


■I' * ..Parlfamtnc . ■: ■= . 


mm 
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■where Pepys heard an “able” ser- 
mon on 18 August 1667. Despite its 
worthy content, Pepys filled out the 
time by trying ins hick with a “mod- 
est maid”. She had her wits about 
her -and, apparently a pack of pins 
with which she threatened the libid- 
inous clerk. So he held another's 
hand (there’s no i n fo r mation about 
what sh<* thought of that ) until the 
sermon finished and he went off to 
collect his wife. 

At the bottom of Fleet Street is 
where young master Pepys was 
born, on 23 February 1633, 366 years 
ago, the fifth of 11 children of John 
and Margaret Pepys, in Salisbury 
Court near the church of St Bride’s. 

In June 1660, Pepys had been ap- 
pointed Clerk afthe Acts to the Navy 
in its Seedling Lane office. Head up 
Eastcheap into Great Tower Street 
Just after it becomes Byward Street 
turn left into Seething Lane, which 
was the new Pepys home. 

Here, in 1666, Pepys had another 
front seat to histoty. StQI wearing his 
nightgown, he loaded his posses- 
sions on to a cart at 4am on 3 Sept- 
ember 1666 while the Great Fire of 
London raged. Tins area was spared 
the conflagration, though later fires 


and the Blitz saw to mud) of ttie nest 
A small garden marks the site of the 
Navy Office, which burnt down all cm 
its own in 1673. 

Just across Seething Lane is St 
Olave’s, Hart Street, built in about 
1450. This was Pepys’s “own 
church”, where he ogled women 
while saying his prayers, and where 
Elizabeth Pepys is buried. 

in Taw Samuel apdFBzabetfa fr** 
a trip to Europe, partly to restore 
their marriage after she had found 
him philandering with her servant 
Deb. “I was at a wonderful loss,” he 
wrofe after being caught red-hand- 
ed. Elizabeth became ill while 
abroad and died soon after their re- 
turn, on 10 November 1669. Tbday, 
the bust of her; commissioned by 
Pepys, overlooks the altar and the 
chancel vault where she lies. Her 
personality streams vividly out of the 
diary. Pepys cheated on her merci- 
lessly, but he loved hen Their failure 
to have children, probably due to his 
operation to remove a kidney stone, 

was a vtiTTyp nf ppr manpnt. sadness 

St Olave's is a peaceful place to 
visit on a weekday lunch time. It is 
huddled in a corner and towered 
over by faceless, blocks, while suits-- 


and mrihjfe phnrvfi c sm ttl p nlmr^g fht» 

pavements outside. 

In 1669, Pepys had nearly 20 
years of work ahead of him. By 1 673 
he was secretory of the Admiralty 
and MP for Castle Rising He had 
anpmifr s. th o u gh an H he W8S wripK - 
cated in a scandal involving the 
leasing of a naval vesseL He was im- 
prisoned nearbym the Ibwer of Lon- 
don in 1679. Pqyys's loyalty to James 
n made him a target and suspect 
Catholic sympathiser when W TTtiam 
and Mary arrived in 1688. ending Ms 
careen He served two further terms 
in the Tower, in 1689 and 1690. Dur- 
ing sane of this time he Dved in York 
Buildings, Buckingham Street, built 
in 1675 on the site of old fork House. 

Head back to Charing Cross 
station (or Fmhankment Tube sta- 
tion) andjustbesideityouTseeVa- 
Ders Street which runs between the 
two stations. The street name hon- 
ours George VflKers. Duke of Buck- 
ingham, who lived in Vbrfc House; his 
conceit was to have successive 
streets on the site re-named to 
commemorate his full title, even 
down to Of Alley (now fork Place). 

. 'Walk down Villiers Street to Vic- 
toria Embankment Rag mens writhe? 


left The park was created when the 
Embankment was built in the 19th 
century, and pushed the Thames 
back. AD the w^y along watergates 
once led down to the river, where 
crowds of boatmen waited for fares 
up, down and across the river. 

York Watergate, built in 1626, 
was where Pepys’s esteemed 
friends such as John Evelyn, the 
other great 17th-century diarist, 
and Dr Thomas Gale, master of St 
Paul's School, arrived. They were on 
their way to partake in one of Mr 
Pepys’s musical evenings or “philo- 
sophical suppers”. 

The pair were interested in every- 
thing and anything, and if they 
weren’t at Pepys’s listening to a cel- 
ebrated eunuch sing, they were at 
the Royal Society watching various 
lunatic demonstrations. One occa- 
sion, on 14 November 1666. involved 
connecting the blood system of one 
dog to that of another The first dog 
died and the second survived, re- 
ported Pepys, and was “likely to do 
welT (fortunately, it did). 

Pepys lived at both 12 and 14 
Buckingham Street at various limes, 
and a blue plaque commemorates 
his residence. From here, he could 


Philip Meech 

easily escape for half an hour's 
print-buying in Covent Garden 
across the Strand. Look through the 
Watergate and imagine the river, the 
boats, the bustle and, unavoidably, 
the stink. 

Pepys dwindled into his twilight 
years, with his companion Mary 
Skinner, moving to the home of his 
former clerk. Will Hewer, in 
Ciapham. Here, he and Evelyn 
exchanged letters discussing reme- 
dies for incontinence instead of 
professional business. 

And here, also, Pepys, “universal 
beloved... a very greate Cherish er 
of Learned men” (as Evelyn re- 
called) died at 3.45am on 26 May 
1703. A few days later he was buried 
in St Olave’s in the heart of the city 
he loved. He lies there still. 

Guy de laBddoy&reis editor qf"PaT- 
tscular Friends: The Correspon- 
dence of Samuel Pepys and John 
Evelyn ’ (BoydeU 1998), and has 
also produced an edition of The 
Diary of John Evelyn' (BoydeU 
1995). ‘Pepys’s Diary \ edited by 
Robert Latham and William 
Matthews, is published in paper- 
back by HarperCoUins 
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SOMETHING TO DECLARE 




news from the Travel world 


Bargain of Che week 

Glasgow by raGfor £15 return. 

Scotland’s largest city is the 
place to be this winter. foster- 
£ day Frank Uqyd Wright and the 
living City the first big exhi- 
bition of the City <rf Architecture 
and Design 1999, opened at 
the Kelvingrove Art Gallery 
(0141-287 2700. lOam-Spm Mon- 
day to Saturday, l lam -5pm 

Sunday free L And last weekend 

the relics of St Valentine were 
enshrined in their new resting 
place in Greyfriars Centre at 
270 Ballater Street, on the Com- 
mercial Road in the Gorbals 
(0141-429 0740; the “hold music” 
for this line, incidentally, is 
■Love Me Tender’). 

If you shop at the right su- 
permarket, you can travel from 
many UK stations - including 

Birmingham, Bournemouth, 
Brighton, Bristol. Liverpool, 
London Euston and Manches- 
ter - to Scotland's largest city 
for just £15 return. Holders of 
the Ttesco Clubcard (free from 
Tesco store) can go to 
Glasgow or to anywhere on 
Virgin’s network on the West 
Coast main fine or Cross Coun- 
try services fov this flat fare, 
until 21 March. Call 0845 305 
0100 at least three working 
days before you wish to travel. 
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Travel to Dublin for only L' 99 


True or false? 

Thu <xm travel from l/mdon (or 
many other places in Eng- 
land! to Dublin for less than the 
price erf the airport tax. 

In real terms, this must be the 
lowest fare ever from London 
to a European capital city. 

Eurolines (0990 143219) has 
cut its one-way fare by bus and 
boat to £9.99 - less than the air 
passenger duty on a flight to 
Dublin. You must book a fort- 
night in advance and complete 
travel by 28 March. The return 
fare is £19.50. 

To reach anywhere else in 
the Republic, the flat fare is 
£13.99 one way/£26.50 return. 


A 'v'fcefy story 

up the Mersey? 

Tlais St Turner; you wont have to 
simply make do with shuttling 
across between Liverpool and 
the WirraL 

On seven Saturdays from 
May Day onwau’s, you can sail 
east from Liverpool along the 
Mersey and the Manchester 
Ship Canal aboard t> Mersey 
ferry (0151-330 1444*. The ves- 
sel goes as far as SaIfbi , uW‘ , iys, 
where it moors for the .us..* 
Return transport byroad to i^.’- 

erpool is provided if required. 

The vessel returns the fol- 
lowing day with a fresh set of 
passengers. The price is £22. 


Double spots 

Latest trc&el advice for Turkey 
from, die Foreign Office (0171- 
2384503 ) 

“Most visitors eqjoy trouble- 
free visits to Turkey. However; 
take sensible precautions and 
be aware of the dangers of vis- 
iting certain areas of Turkey. 

“nere continues to be wide- 
spread terrorist activity in parts 
of south-east Turkey including 
the kidnapping of western 
tourists. Travel to this area 
should be avoided There have 
also been terrorist attacks in- 
coastal resorts, the Black Sea 
provinces and inland towns. 
The authorities give a high pri- 
ority to protecting visitors but 
security cannot be guaranteed 

“British ci tizens visiting 
Tbrkey are advised to only stay 
athotels and guest houses that 
have been approved by the 
Ministry of Tburism. Ministry 
approved hotels and guest 
houses are available from 02 
up per night 

“Street robbery is on the in- 
crease in the major Istanbul 
tourist areas. Be wary of ap- 
proaches by strangers. There 
=we been instances of tourists 
Vmg offered drink and food 
which is drugged” 

Simon Calder 


A FEW DAYS AT THE PYRAMIDS 

A Long Weekend at the famous Mena House Hotel at Giza 


T fcre are a few hotel locations in foe woridtM 
can beat the Mena House at I Efflj «th its 
dramatic views of the Pyramids and nearby 
Great Sphinx. The Mena Hbwehaj: pkyed tat to 
many of (he most impcriarit PCMfiJ 

century indudrrtf members 

Europe, politicians such as Chmd rdLs& rs from 

HoSmoA besides bang S 

Chief of Command during the bst vrar - The _ hog 

and that you how the Pyramids all toyumsdf- 

Thts is a unique opportunity, at a 

the workl and in some comfor. 

British Aim** scheduled npnrfjpj^ 
with 4-nights 

Hmd on a mom and bnakfcst teas. made 

in I he Pyramids. Sphinx and the treasures or 

-rtiwwi ** 


4 nights from £395 
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THE MENA HOUSE HOTEL 
This festar hotel is located doe to the 

Pyramids at Giza. Today the hotel has 
magnificent facilities including a fine 
restaurant, lounges, bars, terraces and 
swimming pooL AP rooms haw fell feriKlfcs 
and are adr-ccndtioned. 


DEPARTURE OATES & PRICES 

19* hi£fs ■ per penon m a Urn lawntaiin 

Febroaiy36Xt40 
March 5, 12, 19. 26 £440 
April 2£I5S 
April 9. 16, 23.30 £E5 
Mav7.T4.2L2S.C415 
June 4, 11. 1&254395 

Sir^e room supplemert 155 
FuD atansen to Alexandria vrifli lunch X75 

ft* fadntt liwd nunc ptammi train mok. UnuK 
Our ninwl Conilicns rf Boakine ta coyr of fc MiaUc <n 

itqMAJ icxnatM& 

0171-616 1000 

VOYAGES JUIES VERNE 

21 Dctsri Square London T-tWl OOG 

TlKimiUllAUI IIUVIIU imB« 

Idero el http^www.vjvrffcuk 
WaKMmm far Irlotanr MWtaa «ag tom 
is ttpni mrfabn fa frirn ton) id Sfa a ■ w fa rfat Fut frrwanji 
(Mm our a«fr lucn jrt tom in 5 pm wrfabn oolr. 


Capture some priceless 

moments at the weekend 
...it won't cost much. 


rrom just 

£ 19.99 



Hilton 
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They say you can't put a pries on happiness. But on a Hilton Weekend it starts from 
just £19.99 per person per night A surprisingly small price to pay for a well furnished 
en-suite room In a superb hotel. Weekend Host who'll provide you with discounts 
at local attractions. n Free use of a superbly equipped leisure centre at mo3t of our 
hotels. And all the priceless moments you could wish for. Plus these great family offers: 

- Children CM 6 years stay free when sharing their parent's room (breakfast extra) 

- Children in their own mom are charged 50% of the standard weekend (breakfast rncWed). 
except Park Lane and Langham where the price is 75% of the staneferd weekend rate" 

- Children 0-5 years eat free and children 5-16 years eat at 50% of the normal rate 


Hotel 

Quote code 3W 
London rtlion 

Lan^iamHdmn 
Hilton London Konrirgion 
Hilton London Begems PwV 
Hilton Iordan Mews 
Hrflon London Gatwid Airport 
Hilton London Kcaitraw 
Hihon Glasgow 
Hilton Manchester Airport 
The ftoyaf Bertstae. Ascoi 
HltonBeflaa 

Hilton National Basngstote 
Won National Bath 
tShon National Bracknell 
Hihon Natural Bristol 
Hilton Natural Cobham 
HHton National Coventry 
HttaNatmralCJOfdon 
Hilton Natural East VW lands 
Hhon Natural Ednburgh 
Hilton Natural HuddersfieU/Halilax 
Hilton Natural Leeds City 
titan National Leeds Garforth 
Hilton Natural Lmngsffln 
Hiton Natural Lonton Otynura 
HHton Natural Milton Keynes 
Hilton National Portsraitfi 
Hilton Natural Southampton 
titan Natrona) St3nstal Airport 
titan National Swansea 
Hilton Natural Swindon 
Hifton ffetional Wsvrid/StratJaO 
Htan Natural Wembley 
Tta Palms Hotel Homctuidi 
The She lot* Holmes Hotel London 

Oasts cods M 

Hilton National Newbury 

Hdlon National Wathxd 

The Rtngway Hotel Basngstoke 


par person 

per nigh 


It happens at the Hilton 


TO BOOK CALL FREE 

0800 856 8000 

Mon-Fri: 8am to 8pm, Sat-Sun: 10am to 5pm 
For UK special offers see Teletext page 248 - for overseas offers see page 209. For Worldwide offers see the Internet 
http://www.hilton.com 
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Where 

the 

world 

awoke 


Conquered by many and adored by 
all, Syria’s mighty beauty reflects its 
war-torn past. By Adrian Hamilton 


THE WEEKEND REVIEW 
Tk>» ladeoendr"' 7fl ^bruarv 1999 



I t may not have been (lie 
precise spot where Alex- 
ander crossed the Tigris 
before sweeping down to 
the final defeat of the Per- 
sian emperor Darius, The 
river has changed course too often 
to know. But Ain Dwar, at the north- 
ern dp of Syria, was right on the 
Turkish border, at an ancient cross- 
ing ate with the single arch of a long- 
destroyed bridge. 

Alexander broke the flow of the 
river by standing his cavalry in 
lines in the water while his infantry 
waded through with their weapons 
and baggage held high. Vfe didn't try 
to get across The Tigris at this point 
forms the border with a Turkey 
bristling with more gun emplace- 
ments than the Maginot Line and an 
army that tends to take pot-shots at 
anyone straying across the river. 
Only the intervention of our host of 
the previous evening, the Armenian 
bishop of Qamishli, and a call be- 
tween generals on the two sides, 
ensured that we could go down 
from the teahouse that looks over the 
river and examine the arch to the 
bemusement of the Kurdish girls 
working the bank. 

His Grace was no ordinary 
bishop, I should add: a worldly 
prelate in his purple-lined robes, and 
a passionate one. Speeding about in 
the largest Mercedes l u a gift from 
the President”), he has bent himself 
both to community centres and the 
erection of monuments to the Ar- 
menian massacres of 1915-22 (his 
father had been sold into an Arab 
family as a small child, thereat of his 
family were wiped out). 

Recommended to us as a power 
in the land and a gourmet to boot, he 
proved to be both. We stayed 
overnight in his convent (fresh “buf- 
falo butter” with apricot jam for 
breakfast) and ate, at his youth cen- 
tre in Qamishli, a dinner the like of 
which I have barely experienced. The 
tradition of Armenian cooking (and 
it is a great tradition) is alive and well 
and can be tasted in Qamishli 
It’s not the only thing alive and well 
in Syria. For bad reasons as much as 
good. 30 years of Akxate rule has pre- 
served a stability of minorities that 
has quite simply been wiped out by 
war and the tyranny of majorities 
elsewhere in the Levant Relative 
isolation has also preserved from 
development and destruction an 
amazing array of monuments. 

The Tigris itself sweeps on into 
Iraq soon after entering Syria, the 
“King’s Way" of Darius and Xerxes 
now taking caravans of articulated 
Turkish trucks to Baghdad with 
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food and supplies and returning - it 
is said - with half the antiquities of 
Baghdad. But the Euphrates con- 
tinues south-east through north- 
eastern Syria, with the area known 
as al~gezira, “the land between 
rivers”, to the right and the Syrian 
desert on its left. Here is truly the 
cradle of civilisation, even more 
than the Mesopotamia of Iraq, 
where wild wheat and barley grew 
and inspired the first domestication 
of plant and animal 

Thirty miles to the south of 
Qamishli is TeD Brak, where Max 
MaHowan dug while his wife, A gatha 
Christie, wrote. The Americans are 
there now, and if there is not much 
to see of their digging, the sheer size 
of the place and its walls and gates 
gives reality to what was once the 
centre of one of the world's earliest 
empires. 

There are literally hundreds of 
“tells", or mounds, dotting tfa* plains 
along the Euphrates and, across the 
deserts towards Homs and Hama, 
nearly all of them are signals of 
ancient towns. The great majority 
are still to be excavated. The itch to 
see what's in them, the sense of a 
5,000-year past that has still to re- 
veal so much, is overwhelming. 
Those that have been dug have 
yielded great archives of trade and 
personal life (you can read them with 
translations in the museums atDeir 
ez-Zor and Damascus, with their talk 
of health advice, the makings of a 
good dancer and the apologies of a 
governor accused of sending second- 
rate mushrooms to bis kingj. 

At Ebla, home of the most pro- 
ductive of all ancient archives, you 
can still see the temple and the lib- 
rary. Down south, near the Iraqi 
border; you can visit Mari, vast in ex- 
tent, and with its massive halls pro- 
tected in part by a modern roof (you 
need a good map to sort out where 
you are and at what age). With the 
damming of the Euphrates and the 
creation of Lake Assad, a good deal 
of rescue archaeology has been done, 
its fruits on display not just in Aleppo 



Known as Queen of the desert, Palmyra is probably the finest desert ruin in fixe whole of the Middle East 


and Damascus, but also at the local 
museum at Dor ez-Zor where the 
Germans have financed a first-class 
display of artefact and explanation. 

Deir ez-Zor on the left bank, is the 
location for the best hotels (be- 
cause of the oil and gas fields near- 
by), and a joOy market with several 
charming cafes and kebab restau- 
rants along the banks of the riven It 
makes a good half-way point for a 
risit For the Euphrates is best 
taken as an arc, starting with Aleppo 
and its great bazaar and striking out 
across the desert from the diy to 
catch it at the Arab castle of Qala’at 
Najm, turning down the river to Mari 
and then across the desert to 
Palmyra, Queen of the Desert and 
the finest desert ruin in the whole 
of the Middle East 


Most people go to Syria for its cas- 
tles and Graeco-Roman cities of the 
west But it is the east which explains 
the co untry- the frontier where the 
Greek, Roman, Byzantine, Persian 
arid Arab empires dashed and com- 
promised over the land trade from 
China to the Mediterranean. The 
Seleudds, successors of Alexander, 
built the great fortress town of Dura 
Europos; you can do a quick tour on 
a motorbike driven by a very large 
Syrian with an even larger rifle 
strapped to bis back. Tbe Byzantines 
built Halabiyyeh and Rasafeh, with 
two basilicas and underground 


dral The Arabs have the magical 
forts of Qala’atar-Rahba and Qala'at 
Ja’abar; a marvel of brick courses on 
a spit of land now surrounded by lake. 


It is called the Syrian desert, but 
it is the desert of the Bible, stoqy with 
scrub and frill of donkeys. The 
nomads still move from winter to 
summer pasture, with flocks of red- 
brown goats mired with sheep. In 
the villages of the north, the houses 
are beehive shapes of mud, bright 
red against the sun, the same flash 
of intense colour that brightens the 
local dress. 

Syria, still under-exploited as a 
tourist destination but increasingly 
open to visitors, is not a land of 
romance. It is a country ofthe fron- 
tiers of history, between desert and 
pasture, mountain and plain, be- 
tween East and West, settlemait and 
nomad. Nowhere else can you feel 
so completely the beginnings and the 
frontiers of Western civilisation. 


Getting there 

Between them, Syrian 
Arab Airways (0171-493 
2851) and British 
Mediterranean Airways 
(through BA, 0345 222111) fly 
from Heathrow to Damascus 
seven times a week. Adrian 
Hamilton used Air Miles to 
book a return flight from 
London to Damascus on British 
Mediterranean Airways. A 
Wbrid Offer return fare of £349 
is available for travel between 
nowand 19 March; it must 
indude a Saturday-night stay. 


Corbis 


Red tape 

Visitors need a visa, which can 
be obtained in advance from 
the Syrian Embassy, 8 Belgrave 
Square, London SWlX 8PH 
(0891 600171). Visas are refused 
to travellers whose passports 
show evidence of a visit to 
Israel. 

More information 

There is no Syrian tourist office 
in the UK But if you send a 
stamped, addressed envelope 
to the Syrian Embassy (see 
above), you will receive a 
selection of brochures. 
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•THE INDEPENDENT 

Seamless Waterproof Socks by DuPont 

JUST £19.95 inc p&p - SAVE £10 OFF MRRP 


No mailer whui llw noilhcr nr 
outdoor adii Hi. l)u Pool's 
Mramlrvv waterproof socks arc 
jpuranlixd la keep your feel 
dr?. 

Their injjenKHis JWnyer 
construction nnl only pmenh 
«alcr from peart ruling, they 
actually “wick" perspiration 
any. So, rcpmflfss of .snow, 
mud or water, these hi^h 
performance fabrics phe you 

Ihe optimum balance between 
waterproof b real liability and 
form-fitting stretch to keep you dry 
and comfortable all day tong. 
Guaranteed for 12 months, DuPont's 
waterproof socks are available In 
small, medium and large sizes and in 

either black or beige* 

They are available for 

just £19.95 per pair 

including postage and 

padting. are guaranteed 

for a full 12 months and I \ 

will save you £10 off the I V 
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HOW TO ORDER UK r«fa*.«jdw t 
Fill in ihe coupon qumlne j our 
ACCESS ’' ISA cord nn inter. or send 
with cheque nr postal orders. NO 
C ASH . to - THE INDEPENDENT 
WATERPROOF SOCKS OFFER, 
TRITBELL HOUSE. LOMBARD 
ROAD, LONDON SW|9 3TZ 
Or call the CREDIT C.ARD ORDER 
HOTLINE ON 018] 540 9696 
ACCESS-VISA urtoome. Please quote 
tef:lND292. Allow 2?- days for 
delivery. Subject uj availability. If you 
are not fully satisfied return within 7 
days fora lull refund. 

I Bci^eSuwS.vt tlt*J5pCTp»- ! j | j I 

I BUt S.to v; tin.v-pei pan . : [ 

j I j »TT-kSSil Jvquc PO 1.* £ 

I i»Utw on hx’fci made payable u< 

| INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPERS rUltl ( 
I LTD tND!*!w* n-.s AceeMTVca M- £ 

! wetnn by ifcn amount M» end number k ! 


Etpiry Date . 
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SodiTffi MWEVHENT WATERPROOF 

SOCKS OFFER. Tnbdt Hope. Lmrfon) 
Road. London 5WHJTZ. 
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the Shopping forecast 



FANS OF Monet’s paintings 
need not queue to see his floral 
landscapes at the Royal Acad- 
emy but can simply pick up a 
phone and book themselves an 
autumn break in Spain to see 
the cekmunas. 

These are the “saffron gar- 
dens” where thousands of 
Sativus titmoeus , or purple- 
coloured crocuses, bloom. 
Their dried red-coloured stig- 
mas are harvested each aut- 
umn to produce saffron, 
probably toe most expensive 
and precious spice you can 
buy and used to stain and scent 
all manner of products, from 
cloth to cuisine, in brilliant 
shades of gold. 

Native to toe eastern 
Mediterranean, the Balkans 
and the Middle Bast, saffron is 
now produced in many parts of 
the world, including the single 
producer in Whies that supplies 
Fbrtnum & Mason. Ihe major 
share ofthe market, though, is 
served by the violet-hued cro- 
cus fields of Castilla La Man- 
cha in Spain, an area 
which produces up ,4 
to 40 tonnes a year j** M 
from individual (9kjp;. 
family plots. pE 

Saffron pro- .ft 

duction here ex- ‘ 

tends right from jgi’-. 

Albacete in toe 


east to Tbledo in the west and 
from Cuenca in the north to the 
wine-lover’s favourite, Valde- 
penas, in the south. Castilla La 
Mancha is undervalued by 
many Spanish guide books (the 
Lonely Planet guide to Spain 
describes the region as having 
“some of Spahfs least attractive 
country”) yet there is plenty for 
spice-lovers and holiday-mak- 
ers to keep them entertained, 
even when the surrounding 
fields are not in bloom. 

One charming place to stay 
at in La Mancha is the town of 
Almagro, home to one of toe 
most enchanting paradors in 
Spain (a converted monastery) 
and, in the Flemish-influenced 
Plaza Mayor: home to the Cor- 
ral de Comecfias, a 17th-century 
wooden theatre. If you visit the 
town during July you can catch 
a performance, as this is when 
the theatre stages the Festival 
IntmiaaonaldeThatroClasico, 
but, ifyou’re more interested in 
saffron, wait unto toe last week- 
end m October and carry 
on a little further 
* north, to Consnegra. 

' ^ A higgledy-pig- 
fT gledy village, with a 

castle to call its own 
O-'.-s. and a Don Quixote- 
esque ring of re- 
stored windmills 
around it, the village 



is the site of the annual Fiesta 
de la Rosa del Azafran, when 
the local saffron season is cel- 
ebrated in quintessential Span- 
ish style - loud guitars, 
stamping feet, castanets, lots of 
lace and, of course, hundreds of 
crocuses. The truly dedicated 
can stay on and satiate their 
passion for saffron with a 
steaming plateful of paella be- 
fore retiring for the evening. A 
loose Spanish equivalent of 
bangers and mash, paella is a 
combination of two Moorish 
legacies - rice and, appropri- 
ately, saffron. 

If you're just mad about saf- 
fron and can't wait until Oct- 
ober; though, stay at home in 
Saffron Walden, the exoticafly 
named Essex town where saf- 
fron was first cultivated in 
Britain back in the 14th century 
Pick up your copy of toe Div- 
ertimenti catalogue (0181-245 
4300 for mail order). 

A 4g pads of Safinter Span- 
ish saffron costs £735, about 
twice the price you would pay 
in La Mancha 

A cheap Sight to Madrid and 
the bus to Almagro witt set 
you tack around £120, meaning 
that you could start showing a 
modest profit if you came back 
with justa quartwpound of the 
predous stigmas. 

RHIANNON BATTEN 
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OVERSEAS 
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TakeOff 


^CURRENT BEST BUYS ON THE WORLD'S FINEST AIRLINES 


MOIIDCS JUi. 
nMMDTHB 

SYDNEY 

PERTH 

AUCKLAND 

BANGKOK 

HONG KONG 

SINGAPORE 

BAH 

TOKYO 

INDIA 


QMKur jcmM 


£308 £510 
£306 £505 
£306 £532 
£218 £361 
£258 E383 
£251 £362 
£270 £438 
£260 £444 
£207 £313 


NEW YORK 

B05T0N 

WASHINGTON 

CHICAGO 

FLORIDA 

LOS ANGELES 

SAN FRANCISCO 

TORONTO 

VANCOUVER 


CARIBBEAN 
MEXICO CITY 
RIO 

JO'BURG 

CAPETOWN 

NAIROBI 

DUBAI 

CAIRO 


£265 £265 
£224 £342 
£323 £417 
£231 £301 
£231 £379 
£231 £285 
£182 £239 
£143 £195 


AROUND THE WORLD £707 


PLUS DISCOUNTED QUALITY ACCOMMODATION PER ROOM PER NIGHT FROM 


AUSTRALIA £29 • USA £34 ■ AFRICA £39 • PACIFIC £46 • ASIA £20 
USA CAR HIRE FROM £21 PER DAY 

CAU NOW FOR OUR TA1LORMADE WORLDWIDE OR NORTH AMERICA BROCHURES 


TRAILFINDERS s> 


TRAVEL/23 


BIX: 0171 293 2505 
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•12-50 EARLS COURT ROAD LONDON Wfl oFT 

IONGHMJL TRAVEL: 0171-938 33M 

J94 KFNSNGTON HIGH STREET LONDON W8 7RG 

LON GHAUL TRAVEL: 6171-9383*39 


SYDNEY OR MELBOURNE 
FROM £629 RETURN 
ON SINGAPORE AIRLINES 

FOR DEPARTURES NOW - 30 NOVEMBER 

PLUS AUS50 WORTH OF TRAVEL VOUCHERS 
TO SPEND IN AUSTRALIA 


FIRST A BUSINESS CLASS: 0171-938 3444 

THE TRAVEL EXPERTS 215 Kensington high street londgn w® <.3D 

TRANSATLANTIC & EUROPEAN: 0171-937 5400 




FOR YOUR 
FREE COPY OF 
THE TRAILFINDER 
MAGAZINE CALL 
0171 938 3366 
ANYTIME 


ATOL 1458 IAXA AIUM701 


22-74 THE PRIORY GillEENSWAV BIRMINGHAM 3J 0B6 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 0131-234 1234 

48 CORN STREET BRISTOL BM 1 HO 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 0117-929 9000 

754.284 SAUCHIEHAU STREET GLASGOW G? 3EH 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 0141-353 2224 
FIRST A BUSINESS CLASS: 0141-353 2400 

58DEANSGA1E MrVNCHESTCP MS ?f F 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 0141-839 6969 
FIRST A BUSINESS CLASS: 0161-839 3434 

7-Q kIDLEY PLACT NEWCASllE Nt I 8 jO 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 0191-2612345 
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I VIRGIN I 
I ATLANTIC I 

| from £164 | 

NEW YORK & BOSTON 

EASTER PRICES from £359 

Depart 25 Mar - 01 Apr 99 


CAR HIRE • INSURANCE 
HOTELS • AUSTRALIAN VISAS 

0870 7500 140 

Moo-Fri 9an»-9pm, Sat 9am-5.30pni, Sun 10om~4.30pm 

WE GO FURTHER TO 
FIND THE BEST FLIGHT 


fcwum pries* with tuber oMlnes 
including prepad airport taxes from: 

P«f* £449 WW-ngton £164 

Sydney £434 OUcego £177 

AudUand £520* Orfcwfc £213 

Ban^ofc £352 Unb £113 

Hong Kang £369 San Frencfam £233 

Stngapore £364 loo Angelas £233 


Celebrate the 
Millennium Downunder 

with Austravel. 0P1734775S 


boi £239 Mexico £345 

4u £315 Round He Vvbrid £688* 

12 Af. -3C*»9® 

j Cm 12/or 24/Osyw am IS/tM MAfeW 
8 * Am Coe* Cnup Id MU F1»o. NCL COOS 


• Flights to Adelaide. Brisbane. ; 
Melbourne, Perth & Sydney I 
on Britannia and Airtom. 

• NEW upgraded seat options 
wltti more iegroom, 
priority boarding and 
compfimentary drinks. 

• Regular departures from 
London Gabriele and 
Manchester. 


vterr our web site « 


. «en CUM Ait* *oa 


0171 838 1011 

dl» 

0171 5E81S16 

UMHU 

8121 200 11IS 
nuMMOum 
01202311488 
■sin. 

8117 927 742S 

innc 

0113244 8880 

■MCK5TB 

0161832 2445 





U87Q-737 7797 | 



Cruises, weekend 
shopping trips, theme parks, 
national parks & wittffife. 


(2 0870-737 7853 ) 




i& a&xss 

** * ** 


;a 0870 737 7818) 


National Park. _ 

Okavango Delta- Botswana. 
Safaris -Namibia. 

Victoria Falls -Zimbabwe. 
Wine -Cape Town. 


0870-730 7417 


llY- T j:l- y - 


Travel with British Airways or Canadian Airlines to Canada 

botwaun /OR’b- 1 S»M Jr59 or 0-tApr.14M.iy99 ' 

and your UK departure toxes will cost - 

Applii-. to ncJult pastr-ngori only • U-.:;.il ..cot up :i> CJf.2 O pi.-r porvon 

f J\si/x^£r books b&fores r^r 


and indude prepekl tm and UK I 


9 Unbeatable direct sell fan value on the world's top scheduled airimes 
with many regional UK departures. 

■ ■ 8 Our SpedaTtst Travel Consultants tailor itineraries fo your exact wishes 

CrtftlKP • We arrange everything: car-hke, rail, coach tours, hotels, adventures 
9 AR the accommodation options: from budget stays to luxury hotels 

rieW»ainnilW4dfc*lx Al feres and offcrc are sufcpaw awi*** rwrrtnns, condtaorts and bo*y pa«i tmensyato apply 


ALTON: 12 High Street. Alton. Hampshire GUM 1BN Fate 0142082133 OPEN 7 DAYS 


LQMDON: S3 Regent Street. London. W1R 6DX Fat 0171-287 4S22 
LONDON: 373-375 The Strand. London WC2R QJF Fax 0171-497 2923 


ADt NEW ZEALAND 


Moo-Fri 9am to 7pm 
(Strand to 6pm) 

Sat Sara to 5pm 
Sun 9am to 5pm 
(London 10am to 4pm) 







01483 ■ 01252 ■ 01256 

424111 | 375537 | 355551 

UNBEATABLE FARES open r.-^.rn 9-? ? n 

asta :$ sei 'C Apply TO ALL EUROPEAN DESTINATIONS £i,,s ‘ e Sun,a ' tt 


* STA TRAVEL * 

WORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 


FL - 


£50 GIVEAWAY! 

With BA or Canadian 

Prior* lor deWb. Corrftlonj apply 


Mon: real £167 

Toronto £137 

0:tawa £232 

Halifax £227 

Vancouver £279 

Calgary £284 

edmonton £267 

d 


Winter 99/00 & 

MILLENNIUM 

fares available 



EUROPE: 0171 361 6161, WORLDWIDE 0171 361 6261 0261 83*0668 (Manchester) 

ACCOMMODATION • CAR HIRE • INSURANCE AND OVERLAND TOURS: 0171 36J 6160 
eaaMi *rwi. afc*JSi aa nr tow. a) win fceea-MSK'.unfai* » taftiun 

BNa6SLfedta>Wi^lAaBp>>Dl^rdHaKMa-7idMtaiGU^t 5 


ST* fraret den not [*r credit eari ksotinq*. vwv.sialratel.ea.uk STA TRAVEL 




Overseas Travel 


Overseas Travel 


See the world 
face-to-face 








PLATINUM 


TRAVEL 


I Adventure travel and flights at Affordable prices I 



, LONG H ML: 017 1 977 ?1 22 IRWSAILANTIC : 0171 9J7 2654 


Who gives 
you Travel 
Insurance at 
half the price 
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CGU | Direct 

Spend two wedcs in 
Europe at just £1645. 
That's less than half 
the price some travel 
agents change. 


Quote: PRS019 

Open 7 daysa week 


i : AC* 






student & 
youth travel 

www.usitcampus.co.uk 

49 Branches Nationwide: 


CAMPUS 


Australia ‘Multi-stops’ 


t*.QANTAS 


rl Eurobreaks J 


2nsiicB+8mDiji)fn fr£47 
2nbinc&48hParis fr £57 



Destinations 


NnrYoiUBonan 
Pail, (BaiaM) 
Pregua 


Co/arCrtn 
» SI 
««• in 
111 ITS 
XIO 301 

807 zao 

ITT SOI 

as ,ao 


Worldwide 

0171 730 8111 


Europe 

0171 7o0 3402 


52 Grosvenor Gardens. London SW1 (opp Victoria© 


M.nnchcilcr Or.slol 

0151 273 1721 0117 929 2494 

Oirtmnghnm Brighlon 

0121 414 1S43 01273 570 226 



Overseas Travel 


VILLAS 

WITH POOLS 


Algarve • Costa Bianca 
Majorca • Menorca 

Corfu • Cyprus • Corsica 
Gozo • Lanzarote 
Northern Portugal ' 
Costa del Sol • Italy 
Sardinia • France 

■ World's bast cboloe 

■ Hud-pMed far qulttjr 

■ export, personal anrvtca 

■ Unrivaltod valve vs jrov 
buy diract 

something 

special 


Superb quality 
and excellent 
value for money 


BROCHURE HOIUNE 

01455 

852224 


Balearics 


Scotland 

0131 668 3303 

CamBrldgo 

01223 324 283 


Greece 




Over 500 travel companies with 
thousands of holiday ideas for all 
the family 

Seven FREE holiday and travel theatres 

The ultimate show to plan and book 
your next holiday 

For a full programme of events U’AMgf 

see page 280 


VINTAGE SPAIN Uaflortan 6 
Monorcon tamhousas wnh pools 
la mupaBl ness. 0T8S4 281431 
ATTO ATOL 3787 ABTA 
MALLORCA - Tndy IttMdul vflba 
with private pools In unspodl 
locattona. phi, a MlecilDn ot 
cfta rmihfl county housos and 
ObdUaWandettig hotel hobtays. 
Cal Sknply Spain 0181 995 9323 
ASIA V1337 ATOL 1822 



City Breaks 


5 ? *i P LY TBAVCU'J 
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A SUPERB RANGE o! 3,465 SUV 
hotels 6 wondoriul private vatas. 
in Paphos 6 Limassol, hoi days tr 
£349pp troo brochure 0800 731 
7382 HflUay Options ATOL 3107 


Travel Services 


DESTINATIONS 99 

EARLS COURT LONDON 
18 -*2"l FEBRUARy 1999 


■ LOW COST FLIGHTS 


USA CANADA AUSTRALIA 
NEW ZEALAND SOUTH AUEHCA 
CABB8EAN FAR EAST 
MHJ0LE6AST AHflCA 

THEIFTWAar 
travel U 

®l 01 71 490 14 


- - .-.GLOBAL FLIGHTS 

•'XV 


0870 606 4316 


Dap3rtyr2s from It 
UK Airports. !o ova 
200 dcstinfltion 



USA 

L: \NADA uS: 
AW All 
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01458 833767 


SuppoimNa Water aid 


NEXUS TRAVEL 

jV- : r 


THE WORLD'S GREATEST HOLIDAY & TRAVEL SHOW 

Ticket Hotline: 0171 244 0950 



SKI 

INSURANCE 


America 


as 08700 747101 

” Op*c fctomH BRirtpm. 3* Sn 10-fenh CD. apty. 



.... cl 01273 626242 
t 0370 72S4S73 


NEW YORK BREAKSfO/ZQ ■*« 

CUtS "All Inclusive" 


4-STAK HOTELS £00 

Irani / it ' ! i~ 
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Hvim m A kmn 
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FREEPHONE 

08(10 11 6 801 i 
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IS SeSewe Road 
SovthirnpunSOtsytr 


New ENGLAND WWe »*aCtlon ol 
peraanaOy selected hmaas and 
reseda on Capo Cod and hi Vw- 
fhoid. Bridaewaar TVaval ABTA 
DQ219W 0161 707 B79+ 

nSFETlFLORlOA Luxury 3 Bed. 2 
bath vUb. In pine Stran g , healed 
pool, oable TV. Ni tennis, horse 
ridhg. bd 8 and aB Mtradtov. TM 
8181 341 571 B. 


Latin America 


SUNVTL WSCOVEflY CoM» «=». 
GuaBHMla. EcwadK the OaMpa- 
0 oe. UgMy flexMle MuWual 
lous and fly-drives. Jimgle 
hxtgaa.netuveraesnies.OlBl 847 
4748 ATTO ATOLB08 


Australia 


AUSTRALIAN TOURISir VBA only 
£60& Tel 01270 Q2SK6 


FVrEast 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY. Thai tend. 
Vtamam. HlfArfy OarBrie mn and 
flystrtvea tor fnMduata. 0181 
847 4740 AirOATOUOa 




Canaries 


BUIE SKY Canaries. Balearics. 
Algarve, Rorids too! Superb 
ealoeilon ol Apia, hotate, villas, 
hns, pensions. Uahra tor monay. 
col breach 01802 847765. 

wmtblu»«ty«Aia&Audc 


Eastern Europe 


Germany 


|0800 316 55 

< 


SARDINIA, 
CORSICA 
& CYPRUS 


GERMANY Daly tow cast Optus S 
hotel eccDmodstton. All major 
CC. German Travel Centre 0181 
429 2800. Open 7 days. ABTA 
XTOL29771ATA 


Hoi eh. V4u 6 
Apartment!, Taitatv^ddr 
ACoSHea^ 

Cali(-tor»t ndm 

0800 7317362 

*«f ViMoUniaitui 


P ^5L' ni c^T^S^ sp^jsts ft ra». 32 

SSl* hoJ * <8 ’ 48 Pfl co,0uf b»churo. 

Hotels 6 apt*. Catchers (017USJ 012B9 533338. ATOL 3900 ABTA 
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Canada 
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Ontario. Far from still life photography. 


Ooorio. The perfect bknd of action-packed, sryiisfa dries the start of the longest Street in the world The fivdy dries site of Wales. Id ha, there's so raocfa more to discover 

ami reinarkahte natural giro way 10 breathtaking countryside, somniflg lakes and in Ontario, yen'll dream of retnimog ^a*n and again to 

contrasts. Toronto, full of vitality, culture and history is The awe4n^»ni]gspeciad« of Niagara FaQs and die cqjturemore of its many and wried wonders, 

home to the world’s tallest birikfoig - the CN Tbwer - and Algonquin Provincial Park - a natur e reserve almost the 
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TakeOff 


Canada 


All Canada 


TRAVEL^HQLIDAYS 


For more Information, or to 
speak to someone who has 
actnafly travelled in Ontario call 

0990 434 434 

Quote rdrISI 

Ontario 

www.QDtario.co.ak 
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FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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Wcrtd 
Offers. 

Pr^eS from 

St ttACKK 

€ 3 S 4 rtn 

Ntce 

€124 rt a 

Rome 

€.135 rt a 


lr>c cK -M-i A\.\i'cK 


for ttiCHtaA^s o| WorU OjJtfS wit 

0346 22211 ij 

\ or Sec jcwr Tr«v«l ^jcnt / 

\ WORJLO CfTtRS 


yiiwtfiusvoM 


The wortA favourite airline 


Fares are return from London and subjecr no availability and travel periods vary. Indudes 
taxes, correcr at 27.1.99. For details and cord toons also see your British Airways Travel 
Shop or book and pay at our Web site. 


FLIGHTBOOKERS 
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* 

virgin » uat " 


Flights (atrm«***ra. 

yrf / BOSTON fr £164 AUSTRALIA If £491 

FLORIDA £207 BANGKOK £398 

CHICAGO £174 HONG KONG £359 

DALLAS Q7S SINGAPORE £362 

LAS VEGAS £243 JO*BURG £302 

£ CALIFORNIA 

COASTAL DRIVE 

Including flights with virgin atlantic^T 
to Los Angeles or San Frantisco + lweek 
fully Inclusive car rental with fgyijffla 
WWW.flightbookei?St FREE 1 way drop. Based on twin share- 

ffl-SrioPENFtws Q0I7I 757 2327 

Subject to avafcbffity Graft card surcharges. Gatwidc Branch 01293 568 300 


£.164 



LOW 

COST ANNUAL 
TRAVEL INSURANCE 
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T»Avti.»>. an anther 

0800 0IS8 747 


Oon'fpay toomuch tor 
your travel insurance 


0171-375 001* 

COLUMBUS, 


Special Interest Holidays 
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Overseas Travel 




& SPAIN 


T 
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Tailor-made tours 

Damascus, Aleppo. Palmyra. Bosra. Hama, Apamea 
Euphrates, Crac des Che vaSers 

Also Libya, Iran, Oman, Jordan 

CARAVANSERAI TOURS ttaiusb 
Colour Bmdum (!) 0181 8556373(F) 0181 855 6370 


CYCLING tr 
WALKING 



Fiance 
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DISCOVER MORE WAYS TO ENJOY 

FRANCE & SPAIN *'»«•** 

Our new Breaks in France and Spain brochure is out now. 

A choice of beautiful Brittany, historic Normandy to 
fairytale Loire Valley, pins stylish Cantabria in Spain. 

All with the convenience of your car. Luxury ft 
cruise-ferries, good hotels, from one to five nights. HaUdsys 
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UK Travel 


Experience a different 1 
way of life at Center Parcs. 

For a free brochure caff 

0870 840 0000 Qmffm* 
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From ail over the UK, 
to all over the world. 
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FREEPHONE 

0800 783 8004 

or cameCacI ifw al cr*. mri 4Xg«r* 


To advertise in this section please call the 

Travel Team on 0171 293 2219. 


tf FRANCE. SPAIN 
55 PORTUGAL' FLORIDA 


OVER 700 VILLAS 

IN PRIME LOCATIONS 


FORA FREE COLOUR. 
BROCHURE PHONE 

01235 824325 
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Cottegw >3bjCBoo> Apanmonts 
- Pantfy Hrt Ms - Mouia Homos 
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TRAVEL SKIING IN AUSTRIA/25 


Ski ev’ry mountain 

Time to confess: sometimes skiing up and down a single mountain can be a bit 
of a bore. That’s why large linked areas are so appealing. By Stephen Wood 


T here are times 
when s idin g can 
seem a curiously 
pointless activity. 
Sisyphus wouldn't 
have understood 
it; the mythical king of Corinth, 
condemned for his misdeeds 
endlessly to push a stone up a 
hill fas you’ll remember, it al- 
ways slipped from his grasp at 
the top and rolled back down 
again), would probably be in- 
trigued by what skiers had done 
to deserve their similar fa te. On 
a morning with bright sun- 
shine, beautiful soft snow and 
fine views, the question doesn't 
arise; but on other occasions 
you sometimes wonder; after a 
few runs, just what’s so great 
about going up and down a 
mountain 

At those times, the answer 
is to ski to a different mountain 
- to get*off the treadmill and 
realty go somewhere. Hence my 
pleasure at being in the Fortes 
du Soleil area soon after Christ- 
mas; disaffected with Avoriaz, 
1 could just ski down the hill, 
cross the road in Moraine to get 
on to its slopes, and then drop 
into the next resort, Les Gets. 
In the other direction, across 
the Chavanette ridge, I could 
have skied into Switzerland. 

I am not alone, of course, in 
being attracted to large; linked 
ski areas encompassing several 
mountains; size isn’t every- 
thing but, for most skiers, the 
bigger the ski area, the better 
Proof comes this season from 

£ ph\?rirrring vn Austria 

In last season’s edition of the 
Good Skiing Guide, its report 
on Schladming warned that the 
resort’s surrounding ski slopes 
“sound pretty impressive unto 
you appreciate that the skiing 
takes place in IB areas on half- 
a-dozen mountains... only two 
Imbed by lift”. But this season, 
new lift connections on either 
side of the resort mean that the 
P lana i and Hochwurzen peaks 
are now linked with two others 
in the Dachstem-Tauern area. 



Good connections give yon access to new slopes and new sights Skishoot Offshoot 


the Raterahn and Hauser Ki- 
bling, giving access to a total of 
115km of skiing on 51 pistes, and 
50 lifts. The effect of opening 
these new finks was immediate; 
m toe first few weeks of the sea- 
son, the area’s lift-pass rev- 
enue increased by more than a 
thir d and sa les of accommo- 
dation were up by 10 per cent 
Local knowledge is one rea- 
son why skiers were so quick to 
respond to the greater conven- 
ience of the four linked moun- 
tains on the south side of the 
Finns valley. Almost half of 


Schladming’s visitors are Aus- 
trian, making it one of the 
country’s most popular resorts 
among its nationals. Britons lag 
for behind, providing just 5 per 
cent of toe resort's business: 
among the big operators, only 
Crystal and Neflson go there. 
That will surely change; create 
a big ski area and the British 
will come, particularly to a re- 
sort that is only an hour’s drive 
from Salzburg airport 

Although there are blue runs 
on the Planai, and a fomdfiii of 
blacks- raiding toe steep run 


down to the cable-car base 
used for Schladming’s annual 
World Cup downhill race -the 
skiing in toe Dachstem-Tauern 
is predominantly suited to in- 
termediates. There are 17 red 
runs in the Planai/Hochwurzen 
area alone, most of them fast 
sweeping pistes that drop 
through the trees; only on the 
upper slopes, at about 1,850m, 
are the ski areas wide open. 
The finked mo untains stretch 
for about 15km along the valley 
and for intermediates there is 
an enjoyable day’s worth of 


good red runs just to get from 
one end to the other - a day’s 
skiing, that is, because even on 
fi. busy weekend in January 
the lift queues were short 

Despite the relatively tow alt- 
itude of the resort - and the feet 
that I was there in early Jan- 
uary before this season’s mqjor 
snowfalls - the amotions were 
remarkable, too. Partly this is 
because toe Dachstem-Tauern 
is wefi-anned with snow can- 
nons, parity because the slopes’ 
north-feeing aspect beeps the 
surface consistent But the 
area also has a wefl-earoed rep- 
utation for piste-grooming. 

The resort’s rarer pleasures 
include the old chairlift which, 
down at valley level, connects 
the Planai and Hochwurzen 
mnunbrins i can t remember 
ever going through a tunnel on 
a chairlift before, and certainty 
not one with a Flintstones 
theme. At the tunnel's entrance 
Fred Flintstooe offers a cheery 
“Yabba dabba doo” (rough 
translation: herztich wiUkcnn- 
men); inside, amusing tableaux 
from Flints tone famil y life are 
hung from the cave-like walls. 

In the village, toe illustra- 
tions han ging from the walls of 
the back room in Charty Kahr’s 
bar also have a single theme: 
Arnold Schwarzenegger; pho- 
tographed on a film set, with his 
Humvee off-road vehicle, on 
skis, etc. 

Herr Kahr runs a ski school 
in S chladming; and *mnn g his 
past trainees are the British 
women's skiing tram - and 
Schwarzenegger, born locality 
who is a regular visitor to the 
resort and a good friend of 
Kafir's. I asked whether the 
actor was a good skier “Yes." 
said Kahr, but without a great 
deal of conviction. Oddty en- 
couraging that, isn’t it? 

A ski-pass for the Dachstem- 
Tauern area costs ASch 375 
(£20) per day, ASch 1,795 (£94) 
for six days. Austrian National 
TOurist Office: 0171-629 0461 


rf.sort Report: Zell am See, Austria 


ZELL “ON-THE-WATER" is a 
chocolate-box version of a 
lakeside village, as appeal- 
ing under a thick covering of 
snow as it is in summer, 
when the Sowers are out 
and the steamers chug back 
and forth across the lake. 
Traffic, which once raced 
through the centre, has 
been diverted through a tun-,. 
neL restoring some of the 
original medieval calm. 

There are several ways to 
get to the slopes -some, as it 
turned out, quicker than oth- 
ers. The route I chose was by 
the Zeller Bergbahn from the 
centre of the village. This was 
a mistake on two fronts. Al- 
though the queues in many re- 
sorts are worse on Sundays, 
a half-hour wait seemed ex- 
cessive. And more careful 
study of the piste map would 
have revealed that this par- 
ticular gondola doesn't go aS 
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toe way: from the Mitte Is Lo- 
tion, where its passengers 
are emptied out, the journey 
to the top still involves a cou- 
ple of chair lifts and a drag lift 
A quicker route is to take 
the shuttle bus from outside 
the Bergbahn station to the 
ski school; from there the 
Schmittenhohebahn cable car 

goes straight up the mountain. 
Not only do the queues tend 
to be shorter, but it deposits 
you as high as you can go. 
2,000 metres above the lake. 


From here, even a rela- 
tively inexperienced skier can 
ski right down to the village. 
In Zell, as in much of Austria, 

the skiing is best suited to in- 
termediates. Tb extend the 
network of red and blue runs. 
Zell is finked with Kapnui, the 
next village up the valley, by 
bus; toe same lift ticket can be 
used in both resorts. 

T\w» hours from Munich - to 
which 1 Sew fix- £80 return- Zefl 
is well-placed fora late break. 

Cathy Packe 


SNOW REPORTS in association with WorldCover Direct 


SKI HOTLINE 


Detailed Independent snow and 
weather reports from 160 resorts 

Hrsr. obtain rhe access code for 
the resort of your choice. 
Phone or Fax 0870 51 00 843 
(Che Fax lists codes For 1 80 re- 
sorts) 

1b listen to the latest snow and 
weather report: 

Phone 0901 4770051 + code 

For a fax copy of the latest snow 
and weather report: 

Fax 0900 55 00 086 + code 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


A detailed four-page summary of 
conditions in 180 resorts 

Fax 0906 55 00 601 


Resort 


ANDORRA 


Arej Comment 
open 


Slope* (tint 1 jsr lemp Finn: Jit 
Lm Upr inovy 


Pas de fa 034100% 
AUSTRIA 

Great conditions. 

95 

115 

1’ 0? 

-SC 

Brighr 

Aurtarti 100*1. 

Amazing powder 

no 

220 

18.0? 

*C 

Uii'efl'ed 

Bad Gostein ..98% 
CANADA 

Pacxed ii powder 

BO 

160 

16 02 

-5C 

Unserded 

Whl«ler.. .. 100% 
FRANCE 

Deep powder 

ISO 

365 

16 02 

-2C 

FlUIlK-'S 

Meiibrt 97>o 

Fresh snow 

115 

255 

19 02 

-1C 

Lghf snw 

Ffalne 90% 

ITALY . 

Plenry ol powdei 200 

500 

19 0? 

•5C 

VjiMble 

Corona 95% 

SCOTLAND 

AO 4 sectors open 

i 30 

70 

09.0? 

-5C 

Chnghie 

Cairngorm „..80% 
SWBJEN 

Upper runs r&nble 

45 

70 

17.0? 

2C 

Winery 

Salrn 80% 

SWITZERLAND 

Colder 

60 

80 

10 0? 

■IOC 

Cloudy 

Kl osiers 40% 

UNITED STATES 

Lois of powder 

140 

260 

1802 

-BC 

Snow 

Crested Burte 90% 

facked powder 

105 

t 

125 15.02 -I6C Prdyddy 

Information supplied by Ski Hotline 


Helpline: 0870 51 33 345 
Calls to 0901 cost 60p per min. 0906 cost El per mtn. 0870 calls are standard national rare. 


On or off piste, with WorldCover you’re covered. 


0800 365 121 

ONE CALL AND YOU'RE COVERED 

Thoraponad 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


TRAVEL: OVERSEAS 


RAX: 0171 293 2505 


Italy 


)0TTAGES 

:o Castles... 

-presetus the 
choice collection 
of seif catering 
properties in 
Italy sleeping 
ponies of a, 
2 - 22 . 

For OKT 1999 brochure mil: 

01622 726883 



A TAST« OF 7U8CANt VBafc e« 
tapes and apartments. For 
brochures cal TaioMnade Tour* 
<tn 0181 291 1450 

SARDINIA, direct fits, vifeafepta. 
htto, car Mre. flydrtve. Brochure 
Sardatir 0171 242 246S AI0I2S83 
BRIDGEWATER'S kJyHtc Italy. 26 
yerea experience countryside to 
coast The complete selection, 
private vmaa. tarmltom— ■ eee- 
Bas.apartnemsBndhateta.'tUe- 
cany, Umbria, Lake Ginia, Rome. 
ABTA D0218 Tel 0161 707 8785. 
Hip ://»»«» w.brldfleweter- 
tmveLcci.uk 


EXCLUSIVE 

ITALY 



Some of die Gees 
prtwe vllas and 
farmhouses 
tftroujfauM); 
ttataBed local 
Knowledge of 
each property. 


SUNV1L DISCOVER* FVedbtefiy- 
cbtvee to Tuscany & Umbria. 
Character BB accom. Ptue Stef* 
Lakes. Cltte*. 0161 847 4748 
AtTOATOUMB 

CYCLING IN RAUL Rne taod. 
frtemSy hotels, bags moved for 
you. Headwater 01600 813340 
2412 ATOL 

LA BELLA TOSCANA imry special 
tarmhses. vfflea * ap» In 4 
around enchanflng nwdtovai San 
Gimignano between Florence ft 
Siena - 1898 broch. 0181 422 
S218 email HfteBattaesnaiWolA 



^7raii6aaa} Janabeitta}—^ 
riBas and apartments 
in ItaM pretoesr regions. 
REE COLOUR B80CKUHE RING 

00700780 186 QUOIT 1 1 S7 

VACAMZI 1M n*UA 

5 

I iin s«u 


APUUA/CALABRIA SfcBy, Amaffl. 
SardMo. Discover the wonderful 
south. Vitas, toms. apts. hotels, 
long Travel 01684 722193 ATOL 

VENICE. Venetian Apartments has 
a wonderful range of private 
a p artments to let AJeo Fl o r ence. 
Rome. Verona. VMieto. 1W 0161 
678 1 13a fax 0181 878 0682 
tOpdlwwm.' 


WALKING IN ITALY Fine food, 
hand-picked batata, excellent 
value tor money prices. Guided 
and Independent choices - bags 
moved for you. Tat Headwater 
01606 6133402412 ATOL 


Spain 


wllaretteals 

in .w 

ANDALUC1A 

Private luxury villas 
with pools. 

1999 Brochure out now! 

Tel 01625 586586 
Fa* 01625 586481 


SPAIN 



ThxUtfcari remtiy btwto fc. mb* 
& tperuBcau tn rand sad awxol 
SpaBi. Miflorcs sad ftrtwpL 
REECHOOtMOOne 

“win 

entire kef ms 


VINTAGE SPAIN Country lw*w 
with pooh m unspoilt areas of 
Catalunya & AndaJuCto. 0US4 
261431 ATOL 2787 AHO 

GUIDED AND INDEPENDENT 
walking m Andatuda. the Pyre - 
nees and UaSorca. W Headwa- 
ter 01608 813338 2412 ATOL 

ANDA LUCIA: Between Grenada 

and sea. romantic houses In ouw 

Groves. Pool Peace for adute 
Tel: 01584 782321 

HARBELLA/NERJA Apts from 
C75pw to 5 aw da tiM. Lrts 
awofUroWy W 01 f3 289 2380 



ANOALUCtA . From the Carta deb 
Luz to fhe Costa Akneria and the 
moat c hawnhig w h B owa shs d vft- 
tegnmtntwMh- Choose trom a 
wide range of nral vfflt* & hO®ter 
bobd»r« taBor-e-rie to 

Ms CM amply Sprti 0181 9W 

9323 ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1822. 

ANDALUC1A, nr Ron da Goucfn. 
Spactous wtitte «Bage house, 
sips 2/3 mountain views and 
wAa. AvaBsWeftom AprB 01729 
880240 

Uft pnct i at OMarto Bamm. Unaev 
vSiaa & apartments lor ran. 
Tel/Fax 0174S 710642 

NERJA Capistrano. Lux via*, nr 
Bjoarb pooL 3 tsh bdrma/2 
baths, set TV AwtaMeAprf, 

* suaner achotS hoidayfc nom 
C350pw 01268 731662 

MUA5 COSTA faoO«S ifle hat vlfa 
Prtv pooL grin. aft. 10 mins 
beech bye*. Malaga AMameda 
2S numbed. 3 tatfts 4 2 bed 
t/c wing if raq. Opt engfa h 
ooofc/ho usafceep ar 01842 878878 

CASAS CAfriABRICAS HoOdsystn 
bmudM imspo« N«WSpi^ 
Portugal. T61 01223 320721 trow 
nabemcmalccmArrO 


Portugal 


vflter^reats 

in THE 

ALGARVE 

Private luxury villas 
with pools. 

1999 Brochure out now! 

Tel 01625 586586 
Fax 01625 586481 
& 


THE AZORES - Otwwr trdy Stiro- 

Azores scattered amidst ms 
Atteitta. Cal Simply Portugal 
0181967 61 61 ABTAVl3#7 ATOL 
1822. 

VINTAGE POroUGAU Counhy 
bouses wkh pools in The Mnno 
STrSb VsKtt 01964 261431 
AiTO ATOL 2787 ABTA 

SUNY1L W3C0VERX FteAtofly- 
drtws nor* to 

SB PousadaS. Manor houses. 
^taSSTMerirttoriisi 1147 

4748 AITO ATOL8O0 


s SPANISH “ 

COLLECTION 

DietavafvB and exsapdonel 
country & coastal vitas & 
farmhouses with private 
pools in unrivalled locations. 

01403 259788(24hrs) 

• ILIOS TRAVEL up 


CATALONIA/COSTA BRAVA Best 
selection eeH-cetoring villas & 
apertroents wWi pools 8 Hotel*. 
SpmdahHartxwr 0117688 0777. 

CATALUNYA - Discover the reel 
Catalunya, from the Pyrenees to 
the vtoram dty of aarcakxiB. dto- 
covering the hidden charms of 
me ruggsd coast and hinterland 
hi between. Private villas end 
.hotels to suit aO tal es combine 

tumOkeihepeifealMepokehot- 
dey. CeH Simply Spain 01 S1S95 
9323 ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1822 

RESTFUL MOUNTAIN RETREAT 
FOOTHILLS SIHWA NEVADA. 
psud Garden. Sleeps 4. wood 
Bunting Stove. One Hour 
Grenada. ClTSpw ALL INCLU- 
SIVE TEL 01202 743358. 

COSTA BRAVA Wide ■ ■ f e ct fc m of 
villas, many with prhtto pocfa. 
Sunsefect VSns ABTA Vri78 
Brochure 01298 2M8W 


Skiing Holidays 



France ■■ 

Ita/y | 

01273 298 298 


WEEKENDS - Austria. Sched. Fit R1 
pm to Mon pm. 3 days sung up 
D 300 0m. G reat snosc upper 
■lopes SOOcms, Private lions, 
guiding. Tradhtanal Hotel sAh 
sauna a Iscuzd CeS Tafl Stories 
01S92 252KB 

ALPS . On piste apts. Beautiful 
Saveysrde VWage, sleeps 2-6, 
200m Teiecabtne TW 0121 733 
7001 


Special Interest Holidays 
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A Himlayan Challenge 
for the Millennium 



Help rase fuids for the fvst 
authentic stupas in Britain - 
at Samye Ling and Holy Island 


hoc 10 days in tebruary 2000... 

Trek the ridges and valleys of Nepal 10 
Vie sacred caves of HeiamPu 


Led by Buddhist Monks, 

Sherpa guides and British cUmbars 
organised by Doug Scott CGE 
(the first Briton up Everest) 

Donl delay - places are limited 

It could cost you nothing, or as little as £200 
Phone 013873 73232 Fax 013873 73223 
From March 7th to find out how you can be 
part of this event 

Rokpa Trust Samye Ling Tibetan Centre 
Eskdalemuir Dumfriesshire Scotland DG13 OQL 
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Active Outdoor Holidays ^ 
to North America ^ | 

5-2 Hiking. Biking. Horseback Riding : 

’tVC Canoeing, Raftinn and more! 

Year -round lodging and 
walking tours also available 

^ c^iiTrekAmerica on 01295 256777 S 


SknngHoEdays 
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6mt wins Mein liwa ai botdnw os the m 
uorhdfei pels si La flop* md les fen Z 
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Les Arcs wxhre 0171 smtszb ■ 
SSnSOnG: 9171 584 341 la 
Mgai'iniM ■ 
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BIO DRIVE FRANCE : MandiMprS 
snob Inc Eaear in tap resorts. AB 
prices pur apt Inc fartaumuL 
Frau Ski Mra attar. Sid indupun- 
dancu 0870 600 1482. AM 
O74aiAJaav309O. 

SUPBIB catered chriets. Bfcr- 
road* hdkteys and n eul ont 
(Mi0c» WriMes in MtAel, 
Courehaval, 1MJ tfivwe, La 
P te^ra. Ctiamani x. Verbtor, SL 
Anon 8 WMstiac Cao Simply SU 
0181 7422541 ABTA V1337 ATOL 
1922. 



Special Interest Holidays 
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The UK s Premier Independent Travel Show 


independent traveller’s 



Exorivd 
Gropi , 

! h »^ in k« fc ufvfap 

I >181 747 8315 
MM7473IH 

| JLA Moacfcorsf 

0161 832 1441 
JOURNEY 
LATIN 
AMERICA 


COSTARICA 

tc «vfTA*v?e t r .z in LATiS AMERICA 


Switzerland 


SWTTZEfUAND, VALAIS - Maim, 
tato tocodon. chtoet Sbn 6. Start- 
mur/Wbiter ActMSta, Stoerb 
Views Tel 01451 821617 fax 
01 4S1 822640 


hnOOte 
T ra uAM n 57 Mte tew fl7ML 
DrirMISMtannnn 
oMmNwYBiEnx 

Victoria F*! 

Tab 017ml *142 iortecchwa 
wnnOritaae 


SKVROS The Holtedc Experience 
to Graees & the CwIbbMfl. 0171 

284 3065 or wwWJhymsxeaV 

| CVCUNG & WAUONG Holidays fa 
the UK. Brochure from Wheety 
WtondwU CycOnfl 01568 770 7S5 

\ WUJGHG IN UNDISCOVERED 
Europe. Fine food, hand^tekod 
betel*. AcoBent valuator money 
price*. Guided and hdepend am 
chntoas - bap moved tor you. W 
H M flw a r 01606 813337 2412 
ATOL 

CVCUNG IN UNDISCOVERED 
Etrope. Ffae faod. Momfly hoteto. 
begs moved tar yuu. Hm 
01806 813337 2412 ATOL 
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worldwide 

A unique selection of snutU group exploratory 
holidays from the UICs leading 
adventure tour company. 

Rambles, Hikes & Treks - Alps, Pi cos. Sierra Nevada, 
Peloponnese, Cappadoaa.Atlas, Kilimanjaro, Himalayas, 
Tien Shan. Rockies, Sierra Madre, Andes. 

Wildlife Safaris - Kenya, Tanzania, Botswana, 
Zimbabwe. Ghana, South Africa, Madagascar, India, 
Nepal, Borneo, Canada, Costa Rica, Galapagos. 

River Journeys & Sea Treks - Dordogne, Aegean, 

Nile, Niger, Okavango, Ganges, Yhngtse, East Indies, 
Amazon, Orinoco, Chilean Fjords. South Pacific. 

Lost Dries & Ancient Worlds - Delphi, Luxor, Itetra, 
Ptrscpoiis, Carthage, Timbuktu, Samarkand, Xian. 
Angkor, Chichen taa.Tiknl, Machu Picdm. 

Choose from over 200 tours in 96 countries. 

Tours from 8 days to 4 weeks. 

Prices from under £400 to over £2000. 

call 01252 760 100 for 

your free copy of our colour brochure 

Expkav WwUwkle tlNL AWcnlw GUI1 1LQ 
•nrwxxpfarexo ok FuOf hamktl ATTO/AIXH 1W 
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Egypt, Turkey 
& Morocco 


The Middle Eos t culture & lifestyle has 
to be experienced to be befieved. Life long 
memories will remain of this magical and 
wondrous region. 



VI /kg «- Looking for a tour in India... beach and 
^ diving, white water rafting, wildlife and 
trekking in Borneo... mountain peaks 
^ k and hidden valleys in Pakistan.. .trek or 
leisure holiday in Nepal... B&B to 5 star hotels?? 
We can help!! 

NEI (UK) Ltd . 01269 823355 

emaib nehikig'mcmail.com. www.neiuk.rncmail.com. TTA-T7965 


Tb advertise in this secticn 
please call the Travel Team on 
0171 293 2219. 
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Did Don Jnan really once lurk in the shadows of the Barrio Santa Cruz’s narrow streets? Or did Carmen ever admire its geranium-covered balconies? James Davis Travel Photography 

The city where the barber still sings 
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When you stroll in the alleyways of Seville, don’t be surprised if you bump into Figaro on the way to his wedding. By Alex Ninian 


I spoke to a Spanish friend in 
England about the castle or 
town of Aguas Fresca&just 
outside Seville. He said, “I 
know of it, but have never 
been there.” 1 asked the 
taxi driver in Seville. He said, “it is 
some way away and this is a town- 
only taxi, so I never go there". 
Another thought Aguas Frescas 
was a cocktail bar; and a waiter 
thought it was a substitute for 
Perrier water In fact, the castle and 
the town have never existed. They 
were Beaumarchais' entirely 
imaginary setting for his play. The 
Baiier of Seville. 

Seville is like that It exists as 
much in fiction as it does in fact 
Here in the Santa Cruz district 
Don Juan lurked in the shadows of 
its narrow streets. Here, the 
marriage of Figaro took place and 
the Gypsy Carmen, from just across 
the river, loved the bullfighter and 
seduced the soldier; and no one is 
quite sure how much these romantic 
scenes have a connection with 
reality, or how much they are pure 
myth and illusion. 

The Santa Cruz quarter is the 
heart of the old town. The white- 


walled houses and shops have 
balconies smothered with bougain- 
villaea and hibiscus in narrow 
alleyways. The short, jumbled 
streets have their names picked out 
in blue and white tiles. arranged 

into a one-way system, cars con- 
tentedly wend their way through. 

Old trees shade cobbled squares 
with miniature marble fountains. 
One is a real square named after the 
fictitious Donna Elvira, where nowa- 
days people gather to play guitars. 
To us, Seville is mysterious and 
exotic, yet frighteningly familiar; It 
triggers a thousand images of half- 
remembered posters, stage scenery 
advertisements, operas, movies. 

Manuel sat at my table at break- 
fast He was visiting from the north 
and was as captivated by the place 
as I was. I said: “To me it is a town 
of myth and legend, a kind of 
Spanish Brigadoon." He said, in 
perfect English: “I think the marvel 
is the way the old place takes 
modern things and massages and 
merges them into its own shape." Its 
true; bar-coded goods in air-condi- 
tioned shops are bought without any 
culture shock by widows dressed in 
black, carrying silk fans. 


It Is big enough to have a fife of 
its own without visitors, but if they 
do come, it absorbs them into its 
ways. It prints maps that teQ you 
which streets are shady in the 
momingand which in the afternoon, 
so that you can walk like the locals. 
A host of places will ensure that you 
enjoy dozens of sherries and wines 
(from vineyards that have been 
there since the Romans), pozpocho 
and spicy albondigas. The more - 
heroic can try sopa de pecadiUo 
(ham and egg soup) or cazuela de 
rabo (bull’s tail in red wine sauce). 

As we walked up to the El Arenal 
district, a few yards west of Santa 
Cruz, the ring road skirted the bull- 
ring, as if the road had beeo designed 
to take the aficionados to the bull- 
fight And the statue of the fictional 
Carmen stood across the road, look- 
ing thro ugh the main gate and into 
the arena. In the nearby prison, the 
imaginary Fidelio is said to have 
languished, and the real Cervantes 
wrote the unreal Don Quixote. 

A few hundred yards across the 
Guadalquivir river is the barrio (or 
district) of Triana. Once, thousands 
of Gypsies lived in its claustropho- 
bic maze. Its still-narrow streets 
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retain some of the old ooraUes or 
courtyards, bright yellow and orange 
walls surrounding tiled paving 
crowded with potted flowers. 
Manuel pointed out that it is now a 
normally functioning commercial 
part of town. I found it easy to imag- 
ine the dose-packed warren 150 
years ago as a no-go area for the 
authorities, where a deserter like 
Don Jose could disappear 
Back across the river and a little 
north, the Alcazar and the cathedral 
tell an older story of the town’s 
fabulous past, from the emperor. 
Hadrian, who was bom here. 


through half a millPTinnim of 
Moorish rule totheCalhoSc present 

When the Christians re- 
conquered the area 700 years ago, 
they thoughtfully left standing the 
minaret from which the Muslim 
faithful had previously been called 
to prayer: The result is a deeply 
Catholic city dominated by a Muslim 
minaret (the Giralda). 

Seville uses the afternoon to 
impose its own style on ary possible 
modern tendencies: everything 
doses. After ipm, nothing happens, 
and every day it happens again. It 
is a time of heat and quiet "Until 
when?” you ask. “Until after four:" 
“How much after four?” A shrug. 
“Until some time after four.” 

“You have to see the cathedral," 
insisted Mafluel when I emerged 
from my siesta. “It’s the biggest in 
the world.” “Really? What about St 
Peter’s, in Rome?” “No, they can 
prove it. you’ll see,” he persevered. 

It certainly had an extravagance 
of private chapels. Each one - and 
1 counted roughly 56 -was a spec- 
tade of marble, gold and sHvec but 
among tiie statues of the Virgin Mazy 
there was The Guinness Bock of 
Records.lt was in a display cabinet 


with gilt framing, and it lay open at 
the page which declared it to be the 
biggest cathedral in the world. 
Perhaps there should be another 
entry rimming it to be the only 
cathedral in the world to display The 
Gumness Book of Records. 

; Next to the cathedral stands the 
Alcazar; which has been the fortress 
and palace of the rulers of Seville 
since Roman times. It is ofa sizeable 
to house the 800 wives of an early 
Moorish sultan, who decorated the 
balconies with flowers planted In the 
skulls of his decapitated enemies. 
The Spanish king, Pedro the Cruel, 
continued its bizarre history by 
rebuilding it, and murdering a guest 
to steal his ruby which he gave as 
a present to the Black Prince of 
England. The stone has how been 
shown not to be a ruby at all buta 
spinel, a lesser gem, but it remains 
in the British crown. 

Many and diverse are the visits 
you can make outside town. Spain 
now has a “TGV” from Seville to 
Madrid, and you can use it to get to 
Cordoba in 43 minutes. Granada and 
its Alhambra are also within reach. 

Back in Seville, walking along 
Calle San Fernando, we see the 


words Eafaricsa de Itxbacas chiselled 
into the stone at the main entrance 
of a vast low building, ornate with 
carved stone. It was once tiie largest 
building in Spain and was the 
tobacco factory where the fabled 
Carmen worked along with 10,600 
other cigarreras. It is now the uni- 
versity and again the new order has 
taken over smoothly from the old. 

Students stroll where once 
Gypsies worked “with daggers in 
their garters and carnations in their 
hair”. -Aguas Frescas? Don 
Giovanni? Figaro? Carmen? Did 
they ever really exist in Seville? I 
doirt think it realty matters, and the 
Sevillanos don't really care. 


Alex Ninian paid £75 OJbr a tailor- 
made package from Mundi Color, 
booked through Travelmania, 125 
Holloway Rood, London N7 BUT 
(0171-700 4844). It included flights 
from Hecdhrow to Seville avdfmm 
Malaga, 10 days 1 car rental, and 
stays at the jive-star Hotel Tryp 
Colon in Seville and the four-star 
ParadorddNerja For mare infor- 
matum, contact the Spanish Tourist 
Office, 22 Manchester Square, 
London WlM SAP f0171-486 8077) 


Andalucia without advice: 
a tale of two travel writers 



A remote cottage with a swimming pool, high up in the hills of Andalucia, sounded 




an ideal escape from the word processor. Then reality set in. By Emily Hatehwell 


FRED WRITES travel articles for a 
living: 2 edit guidebooks. You might 
have thought that, between us. we 
could arrange a trouble-free self- 
catering holiday in southern Spain. 
If only. We arrived at Gatwick far too 
late to find the off-site car park 
we'd booked and ended up paying a 
fortune in the on-site NCP car park. 

At Malaga airport, we couldn't 
locate the car-hire office. Nor the 
tour operator rep for directions to 
our cottage. Had I forgotten to tell 
the company what flight we were on? 

Tears and recriminations followed. 
Eventually, both car hire office and 
rep materialised. We drove into the 
night and the mountains behind 
the Costa del Sol 

Our destination was finca Paqui- 
ta, a small complex of cottages that 
shared a swimming pool below the 
remote hffltop pueblo bianco white 
town) of Zahara de la Sierra. This 
had seemed an ideal rural retreat 
It sounded basic, but was cheap and, 
in the words of the brochure, “the 
onty sounds audible in the pure 
mountain air are the gushing waters 
of the stream and the bird chatter 
in apple trees”. It was the early hours 


of the morning when, after driving 
down several dirt tracks in pitch 
darkness, we arrived at the jinca. 

to the darkness, we couldn't make 
out much of our immediate sur- 
roundings. In the morning, we 
raised the kitchen blind excitedly to 
reveal piles of sand and rubble, a ce- 
ment mixer and workmen building 
a path just feet from the cottage's 
terrace. The pool was empty and in- 
stead of the “lovely rediners" we’d 
been promised, it was surrounded 
by knee-high grass and weeds. 

The situation was a red rag to 
Fred, who likes to think his middle 
names are Consumer Champion. He 
phoned the company and asked if it 
would be possible to move. That 
evening, we received a visit from 
Penny the rep. She was fairly apolo- 
getic about the work (apparently, it 
had been been delayed by rain). And 
yes, they did have a free property we 
could move to -nothing less than a 
three-bedroom villa in seven acres 
of grounds withajaivatepooL It took 
us about io seconds to decide to take 
our free upgrade. 

Once we’d found La Huerta, the 
villa surpassed our expectations. 


Though onty a few miles inland 
from the Costa del Sol it looted up 
towards the whitewashed cubes of 
the pueblo bianco of Casares. The 
meadows above it were yellow and 
pink carpets: I counted 20 types of 
wM flower m a single square yard. 

The owners, Brian and Barbara, 
lived (in considerably less comfort) 
at the bottom (rf the garden Vfecfidrft 
see much of them, but made friends 
with their menagerie of animals 
which included Ruth the donkey, 
whose whinnying served as our 
early morning calL Everything was 
blissful - except the weather. We 
hadn't bothered to read the “When 
to go” sections in our guidebooks. In 
our early May week, sometimes the 
skies were overcast; the rest of the 
time it bucketed down. 

We were soon forced into sight- 
seeing. We covered hundreds of 
miles of wiggity mountain roads, 
do dging thunder and li ghtning one 
day in search of the perfect pueblo 
bfanoo. Fred began to fin notebooks, 
and we passed the time competing 
for the best similes and metaphors 
Evenings were too chilly to stay at 
home, but we found it surprisingly 


difficult to find appealing places to 
eat in and around Casares.Our onty 
success was an hour’s drive up in the 
mountains, a romantic restaurant 
in the -hamlet of Benalauria, where 
we dined well on local produce. 
Since the weather was lousy and we 
pined for more good food, we decided 
to forgo our last night at La Huerta 
and head up to Seville. 

Of course, hours before we left, 
the skies cleared and our pool ac- 
tually looked inviting. It was in fact 
freezing, but we enjoyed drying off 
m the sun. Our arrival in Serille was 
embarrassing; Having circled the 
car-free alleys of the old quarter 
vainly faying to reach our hotel I had 
to walk to it and ask the porter to 
come and park the car for us. 

The city was heaven - a gastro- 
nomic ittyfl after our culinary wilder- 
ness. Wb spent our last two days 
testing its reputation as world cap- 
ital of the tapas bar; discussing fu- 
ture holiday options over glasses of 
firm. A backpacking trip visiting one 
of my brothers in Madagascar had 
been long on the agenda but, by now, 
housesitting for another brother in 
Sheffield seemed more appropriate 
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The white houses of Casares unflirl around a hilly outcrop James 
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48 hours ... in Basel 

You need a break - and a shortcut to the soul of a great city. The Fasnacht, Basel's annual carnival, begins on 
Monday but, as Margaret Campbell discovers, the city is also the perfect destination for a winter weekend 


Why go now? 

Because the . Basel's lively annual 
carnival, begins at 4am on Monday 
with a masked lantern- lit procession 
through the city: while the weather 
might not match Rio's, it’s still worth 
seeing. The two main parades are on 
Monday and Wednesday afternoon: 
the local community has been in 
party mood For weeks, decorating 
Floats and preparing costumes. Even 
If you're not here for camrval-cime. 
you can enjoy a roomful oF Monet 
canvases at the Kunstmuseum 
(without braving the Royal 
Academy's crowds). And there's 
plenty more to explore in this city of 
museums, statues and fountains 
which has Europe's best free city- I 
transport deal. 








“Dickens and Napoleon both stayed at the Drei Kdnige hoteT 


Take a hike 

A leaflet outlining five walking tours 
is available from the tourist office, 
but the DIY approach is just as 
satisfying: start at the Spalenror. a 
1 3th-century remnant of the former 
city walls, cross Peters platz © 
(stopping to examine the small 
Saturday-morning flea market), 
before continuing down Spalenberg 
to Marktpiatz. Spend a Few minutes 
examining the facade and frescoed 
courtyard of the red sandstone 
Rathaus (Town Hall), before heading 
for the Mittlere Bridge and crossing 
the Rhine. Once on the other side, 
turn right and follow the river until 
you come to the “Leu". a small 
passenger ferry that will take you . 
across to Munsterplatz for SFri’.20 
(50p). From there, it's an easy walk 
downhill, back to the town centre. 


Basel's lively annual carnival begins with a masked procession 


Check in 

As in the rest of Switzerland, 
accommodation doesn’t come cheap. 

I was directed by the tourist office to 
a hotel at the ‘cheaper' end of the 
j. price scale, and paid SFrl 70 (£70) 
•:"j. for a double room in the excellent 
(5 j. two-star Hotel Rochat,0 
%'^r (Petersgraberi 23. 00 41 61 261 81 
/ 40) which would probably be classed 
/. . as a three-star elsewhere in Europe. 
Should you decide to indulge, stay at 
the Drei Konige © (Blumenrain 8. 
00 41 61 261 52 52). which once 
welcomed Dickens and Napoleon. 

' : : Prices start at Sfr275 (£1 1 5) for a 
• ■* single room. The city's web page on 
http://www.baseltourisrnu5.ch 
provides a full list of accommodation. 


Lunch on the run 

Drop into Cafe Pierian Q (00 41 
61 261 5754), at Totenranz 1 for a 
reasonably priced break from the 
crowds; choose from the menu or 
their delicious ready-made snacks 
and open sandwiches, displayed 
temptingly dose to the cake stand. 
For a riverside view sit in the room 
at the back. 

! " * 

Get your bearings 

Basel fords the Rhine at the point 
where France. Germany and 
Switzerland share borders. Settled 
since at least the first century BC. it 
is now an Important commercial 
centre with a vibrant theatre and 
, lively university. The OkJ Town and 
most tourist sights are on the south 
bank of the river, as is the main 
tourist office 0 at Schllfflinde 5 
(00 41 61 268 68 68). There's also a 
small tourist office in the SBB rail 
station O (which serves Swiss and 
French destinations, and is not to be 
confused with the Badischer 
Bahnhof terminus, serving Germany). 


An aperitif 

The Brasserie Basel- 
Stab,® opposite the 
Rathaus. houses both a 
bar and a more traditional 
caf£. Cocktails on offer 
include a Blue Angel (at 
Sfr12), a bilious mix of 
Curacao and Champagne. 


The MUtiere Bridge, as its name suggests, joins the middle ot the dry across the Rhine 


lake a ride 

The most remarkable deal for visitors j 
to Basel is that, once booked into a ( 

, hotel, you're entitled to a free 
floalS s mobility ticket, giving free access to I 
Basel’s public transport network for 
the duration of your stay and a bus 

\ ride back to the airport. For a view of 
both sides of the Rhine, take tram 8 
i from the railway station north to the 
\ Messeplatz 0. If you don't qualify 
for the mobility ticket, a single fare 
L . costs Sfr2.50 (just over a pound). 

\ ©- Tickets can be bought from machines i*. „ a , ro see the city Is b, >r.vn 

g, beside the stops. 




Marfctpba 


Demure dinner 

The streets behind Marktpiatz are full 
of restaurants, including the 
vegetarian Zinn Rofeen Engel 0 in 
Andreasplatz (00 41 61 261 2008). 
Head back up towards the university 
area and try the Restauration zur 
Harmon ie (£) (Peters grab en 7 1 , 00 
44 61 261 07 18): tasty food (if a 
trifle heavy), friendly staff, and a 
relaxed atmosphere. It's easy to see 
why it's popular with locals. Main 
courses such as veal in mushroom and 
cream sauce (Geschnetzel tes) or 
prawns, cooked in butter and garlic 
(Riesencrevetten) cost around 
Sfr30 (£13). 



Window shopping 

Freie Strasse, 0 Basel's main 
shopping street, begins at the other 
end of Sr Alban-Graben from the art 
gallery and runs down to Marktpiatz. 
If you still have any energy (or cash) 
by the time you reach there, the 
strep streets leading back up 
Andreasplatz are lined with 
boutiques selling hats, music and 
ethnic goods. 
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The Icing on Che cake 

If you like a zoo, © don't miss 
Basel’s (Binningerstrasse 41. tram 
8). Entry is Sfr12, and is worth it 
just for the aquariums: tank after 
tank of amazingly coloured fish, 
turtles and ocher sea-life. 

Or head back to Barfusserplatz and 
the Historical museum©. The 
permanent collection Includes 
medieval goldwork, a collection of 
musical instruments and 1 5 th- 
century tapestries, and this Sunday 
is the last day of a major exhibition 
marking the 350th anniversary of 
the treaty of Westphalia, which 
recognised the Swiss Con Federation 
(and ended the Thirty Years War). 
Entry costs SFr5. 


Beam down 

Fly in to Europe’s newest airport. 
Euroairport, code EAR Actually, it's 
just the old Basel-Mulhouse airport, 
located within French territory but 
with a road corridor direct to 
Switzerland. Links From the UK are 
excellent-, discount specialist 
Hamilton (0171-344 3333) has feres 
From London In February of £T 39 
and British Airways (0345 222111) 
has a world offer oF £149 until 26 
March From Heathrow. Crossair (a 
Swissair ofFshoot. 0171-434 7300) 
currently has Flights from either 
Heathrow, London City, Birmingham 
or Manchester airports, with flights 
from Edinburgh to begin shortly. 
From Che airport, follow the signs for 
Switzerland (as opposed to exiting 
through France) and take bus 50 to 
Basel's SBB railway station©. It 
takes around 20 minutes and costs 
SFr2.80 (£1.20); this is free when 
you come to go home, thanks to the 
mobility ticket (see Take a Ride). 


Bracing brunch 

Cross Munsterplatz to Cafe zum 
Isaak © (look For Isaak's statue 
above the door). The menu is on a 
blackboard behind the bar. As well as 
a good choice oF breakfast and light 
lunches, this cafe specialises in a wide 
selection oF teas: ask to see the 
separate list. 


Cultural afternoon 

Allow plenty oF time for the 
Kunstmuseum 0 at 1 6 St Alban- 
Graben: its two floors house 
Switzerland's largest art collection, 
ranging from Renaissance painters 
to pop art by Lichtenstein. It 
contains room after room of visual 
delights, including works by 
Holbein, several Picassos and a good 
showing of Impressionists. Entry 
costs Sfr7, but the sculptures in the 
courtyard (including Rodin's 
poignant ‘Burghers of Calais') can 
be viewed free of charge. 

0.25 mile 


A walk in the park 

Cross the Rhine to Claraplatz. then 
take tram 31 to the small but 
hauntingly named Solitude Park©. 
Hum the Billie Holiday tune as you 
stroll along Solitude Promenade, 
before rejoining the human and 
mechanical world in the Tinguely 
Museum (museum entry fee at your 
discretion, good coffee upstairs). 


Sunday morning: go to 
church 

The Munster's © spire is visible 
from much of the city. However, it's 
only close up that you appreciate the 
diamond-shaped green and yellow 
mosaic on the roof, the hideous 
beasts carved on its walls, and the 
elaborate doorway. A monument to 
Basel's turbulent religious history, the 
church also houses the tomb of 
Erasmus of Rotterdam, the humanist 
thinker and early European. Sunday 
service starts at 10am. and the 
cathedral can be visited by non- 
worshippers in the afternoon 
(admission: Sfr5). Before leaving, 
walk through the cloisters or round 
to the back of the church for a 
panoramic view of the city. 




m 

spin 


icoUxon 

t to the 
a castle. 

a free 
•vrite to 
depen- 
tar. El-1 
QtlUaic 
pear 


You can't miss the red sandstone Facade of the Rathauff. 


The Munster spire Is visible from much of the city 


GLOBAL AGENDA 


24-HOUR ROOM SERVICE: ATLANTIS, PARADISE ISLAND 


London 

If you’ve been paying attention, 
you will know that since the 
start of the year the capital has 
already hosted three big travel 
inhibitions. Destinations ’99, 
though, has grown into the 
biggest, with more than 500 
exhibitors happy to advise you 
on the best way to San Josd and 
how to avoid getting stuck up 
the Yangtse without a paddle. 

Ten geographically themed 
“worlds” aim to give you a taste 
of holidays in various locations or 
with a specific theme, such as 
African 'ttfarid or Vforid of Cruising. 

All the usual travel, suspects, 
from Judith Chalmers to Jennifer 
Cox, will be there, with a series of 
faifrs and presentations. The 
biggest attraction in the first two 
days (the show opened on Thurs- 
day) proved to be the gallery that 

was showing aft the finaDiste in the 
WanderhisiJlndependetWCsnon 

•navel Photograph of the Year 
competition (see page 19). 

At 12 noon and $pm today, the 
cable and satellite station Travel 
Channel will be staging a road 
show, with Frank Bough and 
Cheryl Baker (ex-Buck’s Fizz) to 
help you in making your mind up. 
Wish you were here? You will do. 
Destinations *99 takes place at 
Earl's Court London SW5. 
today and tomorrow from lOam 
to 5.30pm. admission £5. 



Rome 

Having successfully glamorised 
voyeurism and bondage, 

Helmut Newton (above) tones it 
down a little in this wonderfully 
erudite portrait of Italy’s 
capital The exhibition 
documents Newton's “72 hours 
in Rome” through a 
photographic diary that records 
all the ritys buildings, from the 
tiny to the titanic Newton’s 
uniq ue visual slant captures the 
city’s architecture as it really is 
- a mixture of peace and chaos, 
contemporary glamour and 
ancient tradition, boldness and 
h umili ty — and a dash of sexual 
mystique, naturally. But hurry: 
you have to find a flight to Borne 
by tomorrow. 

Galleria Comrmmaie d’Arte 
ModemaeContemporanea,Via 
Francesco Crispi 24 (0039 06 
474 2843). Untd 21 February 


Sydney 

Get away from the Monet 
madness currently afflicting 
London, yet indulge a passion 
for Impressionism at the same 
time with a visit to Sydney; air 
fares are about as low as they 
wDl ever be. 

The Art Gallery of New South 
Wales is hosting the final week 
of its Classic Cezanne 
exhibition- The show is a 
coflection of works from all over 
the world, including loans from 
the Louvre and the National in 
London. 

Classic Cezanne is at the Art 
(kiUeryqfNewSoidhWales(00 
61 2 9225 1711). Until 28 
F&ruary 

India 

Fed up with wintry weather 
here? Head east March is 
tackled with pure vitality in 
north India. The beginning of 
the month hpralric the dimax of 
spring, celebrated with the 
festival of Hofi, starting 2 
March. The celebration of 
colours begins with bonfires to 
mark the end of winter and to 
ward off evil spirits. Coloured 
powder and water are thrown 
over anyone and everyone. 

For visitors brave enough to 
join in, Agra is said to be the 
best place to venture out 

BEATRICE HODGKIN 


A HAVE YOU 

|U ever looked a 

shark in the 

IV eye? Got 

personal with 
a cruising 
barracuda? 
Diners 

W tacking into 

lobster and 

red snapper in Fathoms 
restaurant at Atlantis - Sun 
International's £5 00 m 
extra vaganza in the Bahamas - 
find themselves bang in the 
middle of the food chain as these 
sleek marine predators glide 
behind them, in the world’s 
largest tropical aquarium. 

From a distance the soaring 
sugar-pink turrets of the resort’s 
phish new Royal Towers seem to 
rise from the ocean waves, joined 
together by the 1 0-room Bridge 
Suite (a snip at £15,000 a night). 
Film stars can be spotted 

lounging hi the resorfs vast sun- 
drenched waterscape - among 
waterfalls, bridges and winding 
paths - beside the 60ft Mayan- 
temple waierslide and seven-acre 
snorkelling lagoon. Treasures 
from the “real” lost city of 
Atlantis add a touch of culture. 
This is a fantasy land, dedicated 
to delivering the ultimate holiday- 
hotel experience - at a price. 

Whatever else Atlantis is, it 
isn’t cheap, and the smart shops 
- Cartiei; Gucd etal- the 38 
restaurants, bars and lounges, 


and a football-field sized casino, 
can swallow money at a 
terrifying rate. But. dollars 
apart, Atlantis is tremendous 
fun, and wonderful for families. 
Just daft feed the sharks. 

ARE YOU LYING 
COMFORTABLY? 

Best room: Water views cost 
more. Beware rooms with a view 
of the buQding site for Atlantis 
Phase IIL Do visitors in these 
get a discount? “EX no 
Beds in the Royal Tbwers: 
King and Queen size 
Freebies: Nentrogena toiletries 
Temperature: As you like it - 
with guest-controlled air 
conditioning, and sliding doors 
leading to a French balcony 

KEEPING IN TOUCH 

Television: Fifty or so channels 
Internet: Laptops plug in to a 
communications socket 
Phone: $5.78 per minute to the 
UK when dialled direct; voicemail 
Switchboard: In three calls 
they (i) were engaged (2; picked 
up after 8 rings (3) picked up 
immediately. Whatever you ask, 
the Allan tean operators say “My 
pleasure”, and you feel that it is 

LOCATION, LOCATION, 
LOCATION 

Paradise Island, Bahamas; 
tel- 001 342 363 3000; Website: 
www.sunint.com/atlantis 
Local transport: Taxis. Many 



Royal Towers: the bridge suite costs £15,000 a night 


Bahamian drivers carry a Bible 
in the car, but that won't stop 
them doubling the price of a ride. 
It takes 10 minutes or so to get to 
downtown Nassau 
Time From Heathrow/ 
Gatwick: 10 hours to Nassau 
Airport, then a 25-minute cab 
ride. Paradise Island has its own 
airport for local Sights to and 
from Florida 

Helipad: Yes - or just take the 
yacht and park it in the 63-slip 

marina 

THE BOTTOM LINE 

A double room at the weekend in 
tiie L202-room Royal Towers 
costs from $370 to $420 (£225- 
£2551 per night in winter; slightly 
cheaper on weekdays and in 
summer There’s a 10 per cent 
resort tax on top, plus a daDy 
$6.25 for a “maid and energy” 
surcharge and a 15 per cent 
gratuity on food and beverages. 

A cooked “Atlantis* 1 breakfast 


is $19.50; plus gratuity plus a $2 
room-service delivery charge. A 
lunchtime Caesar salad ($11) in 
the casino’s Atlas Bar and Grill 
was disappointing; the “shaved” 
parmesan was powdered, the 
dressing bland and the few small 
pieces of chicken (an extra $8) 
were small stringy and fatty. 
Service was charming, though. 

I’m not paying that: Look out 
for packages - Ruoni offers seven 
nights, including BA flights, for 
£1,137. Or book into one of the 
less expensive, older sections of 
the resort - Beach Towers - from 
$240 (£150) per night. 

Still too much? Check into the 
Sivananda ashram, just down the 
beach. It's only $60 (£37) or so a 
night and with eight hours' 
“mandatory” yoga and 
meditation a day you’ll be too 
tired to spend a cent 

Rachel henry 












ATTRACTIVE AND POLITE 
Feminine Commentol lady, 
early 40s, seeks Guttered 
man. 40+. for friendship, 
posslbfy more. London. 

1T5259 

ROMANTIC LIB RAN 
Female. N/S. no ties. soL 
vem, mo antiques, fame, 
yoga, loves Me. travel, sun- 
sets. seeks semi-retired. 
weU-baJanced mate, solvent, 
who's slim, p re sentdbte and 
enjoys hie. London. TT51 62 
ARAB UAN SOUGHT 
Italian, professional lady, 
seeks professional Arab 
man, 30-35, preferably 
Iranian, Pakistani or 
Lebanese, for friendship and 

more. 3526 2 

STRONG BUT SWEET 
Attractive, sim. lively 
brunette, 30, enjoy most 
things in life, seeking a con- 
siderate and attractive man, 
to share evenings input 
Win. London/Surray. 35255 
CREATIVE * ATTRACTIVE 
ImeBigem female, mto-40s. 
green eyes, reddish hair, 
freckles, seeks simtar mala, 
tor tun and friendship. 

Sussex based. TT52G0 
FRIENDLY 

PracticaL professional, petite 
female, early 4 Os, GSOH, 
loves weekends, work, stay- 
ing in, nights out, seeks 
happy. aHccfonava. inteB* 
gent sotvent mala for 
friendship. posslUy tearing 
to relationship. South/ cen- 
tral London area. 352B0 
ATTRACTIVE 
& INTELLIGENT 
Black woman, seeks man. 
50-60. any nabonafity, who. 
Bee me. feels at times it 
would be nice to share the 
simple things. Bra eating 
together, theatre and talking. 

London 35257 

SOULMATE 
FOR MILLENNIUM? 

Lively, professional, single 
woman. mhMOs. seeks sort- 
ed man. 45-55, to share var- 
ious interests, such as wan- 
ing. doling, cinema, courtry- 
aoe. boms, friendship and 
possible refatanship. 
Cambridge area. 352B3 


LOVELY LADY 
Bath-based lady, aged 49, 
M'S. divorced, solvent, 
undomesticated, artistre. 
seeks caring, communica- 
tive. solvent male. 40-60, 
MS, for walks, talks, laughs 
and cuddles, if you can 
cook, please ring me. 

35299 

OXFORD BASED 
Tafl, retired lady. 60. seeks 
unattached. N/S gentleman. 
57-69. with comfortable 
lifestyle, car owner, for 
friendship arid outings. 
35281 
HI THERE 

Genuine, pofte. attractive 
London woman, seeking a 
kind, sensitive, warm man, 
40*. for friendship and love. 

35298 

LONDON LADY 
Gcod-lookfag female, just 
45. 5'4'. GSOH. light 
brovct\btue. sett-employed, 
various interests, likes clas- 
sical music. story-teOng. 
theatre, travel, arts, swim- 
ming, horse riding. saiBng. 
sports, seeks Gka-rrandea 

man. 35246 

BLUE MOON 
Kind, laving, sensitive, 
warm-hearted tamale, 37. 
attractive, creative, seeks 
male soul mate, of similar 
nature, 36-46. with GSOH. 
tor special triendsNpYBla- 
tionstap. Herts area. 35101 
EASTERN ENGLAND 
Slim and attractive, indepen- 
dent woman, seekfog a live- 
ly. energetic, professional 
man. MS, into walking, 
country side, sailing, films, 
theatre, must be emotionally 
available. SOteh London and 
east ern England 35196 
BACK FROM ABROAD 
Intetectual. active musical 
pumakst. agtfo 36. slghrty 
unconventional. Camondga 
graduate, fakes to laugh, 
seeks positive, well- travelled 
QpnL tamtar aoc. to explore 

nk-. Lon don. 34974 

ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS 
Amculate. athletic, artistic, 
amiable, attractive, profes- 
sional woman, who c a 
fjrtnv NS. many imprests, 
rvt’le. similar mole. In his 
4Cs West Midlands area 
ptelened. 35T7 8 
SHARE MY 
JOY OF LIVING 
Fiint-nr,. music and intellect 
an- three important strands 
m the life ol this slim -butt. 
ac!>ve woman, 49. Esso*. 
Suffolk border. 34979 


DOES THIS 
SOUND LIKE YOU? 

Petits, professional lady. 
30+, 5\ GSOH. fun, Bos 
travel, music, salsa, seeking 
a funny, professional, confi- 
dant, caring gentleman, 30s- 
40s, to enjoy We with. 
Cambridgeshire area pre- 
ferred. 3S269 

OTOENTAL SPICE 
Chrneae female. 35. student 
enjoys music, reading, ftms, 
travel, seeks a friend, 354a 
tan, dim, N/S, wed educai- 
Bd. London area. 35102 
VINCE 

Please call agato, as delate 
wwe lost- 1 would Bra to get 
in touch. Life's difficult In a 

can box. 34364 

FIRST-TIME 
ADVERTISER 
Professional active single 
mum. 5'4‘. N/S. redhead, 
green eyes, fees outdoor 
pursuits, DIY. crafts, rearing, 
theatre, eating in/out, seeks 
tall male. 45-55. N/S pre- 
ferred, GSOH, nice person- 
ality. tor friendship, possfofe 

relationship. 3S276 

SEEKING 
CREATIVE MAN 
Sim. attractive brunette. 45. 
5*4*. Independent, genuine, 
fun. positive. London and 


LONDON WOMAN 
Warm, bright and easygoing, 
young late 50s. Mies travel, 
film, theatre, music, reeding, 
waits, seeking a special 
man. sociable and etnotion- 
aBy aliwe/thinWng. to share 
fim. friendship and whatever. 

3*5742 

PETITE BRUNETTE 
Good-looking Russian lady, 
34. seeks mature. raGabie, 
sincere man. to start a long- 
term relationship, poss&fy 
leading to more. TT5134 
BRIGHTON BELLE 
Paradoxical, assertive, altru- 
istic. creative, caring, Iso 
female, seeks charismatic 
male, brave enough to 
explore both the Amazon 
and the child within. 35048 
BACK FROM ABROAD 
Intellectual, active, music 
joumafisL 36. slightly uncon- 
ventional Cambridge gradu- 
ate. [fees to laugh, sews 
positive, weti-trevefled gent 
similar age. 10 explore Itte. 

London. gg74 

REAL WOMAN 
Styfish London lady gradu- 
ate. 304-. mixed race. warm, 
fivety, arts oriented, seeks 
soul mats, 36-50. 
Oxford/London- 34843 
THOUGHTFUL 
COMPANION 
Independent Dawn French- 
type lady. 46, with tnteU- 
gence. humour, and warm 
heart tikes books, gardens, 
teenagers, lakes. fivety con- 
versation, seeking congenial 
male company. 

Leicestershire area 315063 
FORMER 

JUNO ESQ UE BEAUTY 
Now sfitfnty faded, to attrac- 
tive grandmother, 67. seek- 
ing a true, male friend, 

GSOH. to share theatre, 
music, travel, metaphysics 
and a belief In miracles. NW 

Manchester. 35099 

RESPONSIBLY 
HEDONISTIC 
Attractive Amazonian. 33. 
3eeks loyal man, 32-40. with 
brains, SOH, hair end suc- 
cessful career. London. 

35149 

GERMAN FEMALE 
Warm, caring, reflable, 
divorced female, young- 
looking 44, 5 T. medium 
build, coppenWue. attractive, 
two chadfen. into readjng. 
music, countryside, animals, 
cooking, restaurants, the- 
atre. cinema, more, seeking 
a man, for a long-fasting 
relationship. London. 

3S147 

TRENDY LEFTY 
Professional, tati, sflm, red- 
headed woman. 40s, wtth 
strong Christian faith. Into 
travel, music, 01Y, cats, 
seeks campatfole man. No 
right-wingers or pararraK- 
tarias please. London. 

34971 

HOLIDAY PLANS? 
Professional female. 47, 
enjoys walks, badminton, 
dancing, the arts and of 
course holidays, seeks 
laughs and friendship vrith 
M'S male. 4&45Q, in the 
Bristol area. 34973 

Call Now! 

To respond to any 
Voice Personals' ad caff 

0897 594 555 

CdieariCrpewnaaeSHoa 

MY OWN ARCKTTECTl 
Slim, attractive brunette, 45. 
W. independent, genuine, 
tun. posmve. seeks man. 
London/Surrey. 34977 


WARM, 

INTELLIGENT WOMAN 
Creative, successful, various 
interests, young 47. not sflm. 
attractive, optimistically 
seeking a male soul mate. 
South London. Afl repfies 
answered. 35156 
HEAD M THE CLOUDS 
Careerist seete black, 
capricorn academic, fate 40s 
preferably, wtth more intel- 
lect than attitude, Bras 
books, going to movies, par- 
ties. romance, loyetty. close- 
ness, long conversation and 

you! London. 35143 

PERMANENT BUSS? 

Slim, sparky, outgoing, 
attractive blonde. 43. iSres 
good food/wfae. Hampstead, 
ramify Bfe. country waks, 
cMikes feng shut, jazz, 
snokecs, seeks confident 
amusing. InteDgent chap, tor 
permanent bliss. London. 

35148 

HI THERE 

Female. 37. 5TT, darfe/bfue. 
sfim build, enjoys sports, 
eating out new places, 
seeks outgoing, successful. 
weti-builL sensitive man. 
wtth stotter Interests. 

London. 34970 

VIVACIOUS VEGETARIAN 

Attractive, redhead. 38, 
green eyes. merium buttd. 
divorced. Into animal rights, 
seaside, candies, joss-sticks, 
honest and fun, seeks attrac- 
tive. happy, sensitive. artmaL 
loving male. 35-45. Lines. 

34964 

FEISTY 

FIFTY BUCKS BELLE 
Artistic, articulate aftematfve. 
edecfcc, energetic, tatteSB- 
gent impulsive, outgoing, 
offbeat, omni fa r i o u s, 
undaunted, untypical, 
unfasable female, seeks tati, 

N/S. sensitive man, with 
ideas. MWon Keynes. 

34953 

Any fineries? 

H you should have any questions 
about any aspects ot aw 
Vdce Panorets* service, ptaase 

cal FREE on 0800 216 351 

VERY SMILEY 
Single mum, 34. brunette, 
with merciless teenagers, 
seeking creative man, with 
library, who likes cats, can 
make me laugh, thinks later- 
ally and isn't weed. 
Avon/sunuund. 34961 
SEEKING NEW LIFE 
ACROSS SEAS 
Attractive female, early 30s. 
seeks taB, dark and hard- 
some, caring, good-natured, 
solvent white doctor or simi- 
lar. 30-40, with GSOH. who 
maybe also wishes to emi- 
grate to. tor example. 
Bermuda. Looking tor 1 -2-1 
relationship. Herts area. 

35044 

ARTISTIC LADY 
Divorced, blonde female, 
mid -40s. Hampton Court 
baaed, crazy SOH. loves 
aits, seeks like-minded, pro- 
fessional man. 34978 
HUGH! 

Thank you far two wonderful 
dates, in the restaurant 
movie and pub. Looking tor- 
ward to the thfrd date, a 
walk and a chat to the paric 
as promised. Cheers. 

Susan. 35045 

LOVE AND RESPECT 
Very attractive lady. 28. 5V, 
dark brown/brown, one 
daughter, seeks handsome, 
loving, loyal male, up to 39, 
to share happy times. Has 
varied Interests. Leeds area 

orty. 35027 

ATTRACTIVE 
& INTELLIGENT 
Attractive fema le. 42. indfr- 

s^^odto^seSong 0 
male, N/S, age not impor- 
tant Hampshire based. 

35008 

SHY BUT FBSTY 
Attractive female social 
worker. 36, into arts, danc- 

ng. seetong an (rrteifigeffl. 
caring, tunny male, aged 30- 
40. any nationally. London. 

35062 

ARE YOU 
MY SPLIT APART? 

I'm 35. solvent, sporty, suc- 
cessful. single, s»y. with 
caring nature, interested in 
travel and the arts, looking 
far Bra-retorted mate. 30-40, 
N/S, for fnendshp Mtralty. 
Northants area 35035 
PROFESSIONAL 
A INDEPENDENT 
Erudite woman, mid-40s. 

59". medtom-buttt. own suc- 
cessful business, enjoys 
badminton, jogging, country- 
sxte. theatre, travel, spiritu- 
alty. tarot good conversa- 
tion. red wine, seeks inteli- 
gent, professional, non- 
chauvinistic, tail well-built 
man. 35-45. Huddersfield 
west Ybriffi. 35010 


SEEKING 
A COMPLETE MAN 


female. 30s. sporty, finan- 
cially Independent enjoys 
theatre, travel, dining, (fenc- 
ing. and Latin American 
music, seeks focused, con- 
stoarate. financially secure. 


MAN WANTED 

Sflm. attractive, happy 
woman. mirMOs, ft, blonde, 
South Cumbria, eoeks simi- 
lar, dark man. under 50. 
34847 


LOVE AND THE OTY 
Attractive, InteEgent 
Continental lady. 30. petite, 
blue eyes, tong hair, well 
educated, affectionate, con- 
siderate, seeks white, Aslan 
or Oriental, Sincere gentle- 
man, far tong-term relation- 
ship and lasting love. 

London. 35007 

ORIENTAL ACADEMY 
Female, aged 38, artfoasign 
historian, petite, attractive, 
into arts, politics, world cui- 
sine, seeking a cultural 
man, f®ed 35-45, academ- 
ttdeslgn professional pre- 
ferred. London. 35061 


MARRIAGE MINDED 
Tafi. attractive male. 35, 
seeks female scJ male, for 
Bfe's pleasures. London. 

• 35300 

OXFORD BLUES 
Bored, p o stgrad uate stu- 
dent 28, seeks petite 
female, fix very dose reia- 
tionshp. 35161 
SMILING EYES 
Young male. 41, cultured, 
dverse. amusing, active, 
seeking a female, 28-33, for 
Mandsno. romance and a 
famiy. Rmg me and I wi 
make you smfle. Bath 
based. 39261 


Adi Qaerlss? 

a you sftftdd hare any dasSons 
about any aspeas Of our 
tool Personal antes, pleas* 

cal FREE on 0800216 851 

c- 

AGEIS 

ONLY A NUMBER— 

„.Said the Buddha. 
Interesting male, aged 54, 
5*9*. good bu3d Wfodsor/ 

Eastbourne based, Kkas 

waterferww skflng, 
traveffino, doing out and 
weekends away, co a ton g a 
genuine lady, aged 45-55. 
35206 


l Leo — Bora leaders, 

powerful personalities, never 
^ half-hearted, very confident 

in their own abilities and 
frequently domineering. 
Compatibility; Aries, 
Sagittarius and Aquarius. 

To place your FREE 
VoiceP ersaBaK ad call: 

v Wcka Nnonck* ryp«m, aedi wwk n 

S hdygvkrt m Srtjnkiy and m Tbg toifepooeW cn 

Bo4ifw«Nw and twcaSio pace tfwgtwrt ta mara are tree, hoiwvw aOwfeBB Mtod a nomal BT pwmtoni rap o< 5(p per mntfg lor iBasagB iana«al 
Ptosa cored santse prwtbea tor dotatt of War margas. The mtortssr s atronglr encourapaO to meorU a vobe pcaOng prior to puOfecaaon. 

Jfyni rwpond B an aAortsca wtn hoa nor rKtxtod a volca ptMin^ ytxi atthava n opponuiaty b toM a maasoge. 


Kfi 


TiPUC£TWRB5U: 

Cal Freephone MM 2M S8I and leave your SO word Voice 
Personate* «Nerttoenieri and headfirie. Then ypgTl racsfve a‘ 
voice mafl box rurnber and PIN number with irtinicdons on 
racoKfing yotrpersonM voids grading and Getenta to your 
reeponses. Both the advert and the can tor (Arcs the 
advertisement ere free, however advoffeBrs are' Mad at the 
norma! BT -premium rate of 50p per minute at afi times tor 
0891 cafie tor message re&tavaL.’- 


T9 VBHX TO W IB: 

Ode the ads that toterast you and caB Ml 5M 159 and 
kHem the dmpie inetiuctione to heerthe arfveitisert {peering 
maesage or » hear syeettogs kom people who match your 
search criteria. Mw cat leave messages tor those who 
interest you - ITS stipple, feet and easyf 

II SEBSUU: W» ■o aa »W ttwt Itw fir»< nliwrtrm Buuyx tw twtd hi 
■ feMb piece end thte you do not mate your M mu*, addiree or 
ha— pfieea number ■< ieei— tewHedetije, 


COCKNEY REBEL 
SEEKS MR SOFT 
Shy lady. 40ish. seeks man 
to bring a Httfe sparkle. Bras 
walking, theatre, (fining & 
movi oa. All napfies 

answered. 34917 

WOMAN PIRATE 
Also writer, Ironic and gor- 
geous. fit weS travelled, 
reckless and shrewd. Bras 
indigo, seeks passionate, 
conspirator, tor high seas. 

34796 

HELP • 

I need Mend to help me cre- 
ate my vision for the future 
and to experience the mD- 
(enrtium. Attractive, intelli- 
gent female, seeking a male 
mend, aged 48-60, any 
nationality. London. 35021 
ATTRACTIVE CANCERIAN 
Female, 43, biondaffiazei, 
57*. Bras wining, (fining, 
soefafistog, hoGdays. seeks 
gent 35-55, honest and sin - 
cera, tor frienr&tip. p ossibl e 
relationship. 34919 

Don’t Forget! 

Place your own Voice 

Personals* ad FREE on 

8800 216 351 

FINISHING 

TOUCH 

W afi you need In yow Me to a 
goorFtoaMng. honest trust- 
worthy male, aged 29. 5T(T, 
browrvbtoe. Into fast cais. 


LOOKING 
FOR A FRIEND 
Wen-travaOed. easygoing 
and optenfstic female. 43, 
recently back In London. 
GSOH, seeks professoral, 
sociable male, up to 55, with 
positive outioak, N/S, to 
share varied activities. 

35037 

CHARMING 
AND STYLISH 
Lively, positive, sophisticat- 
ed, successful professional 
Asian Htodu female. 33, 
Interested In the arts, based 
in Northants. seeks Bra- 
minded. unattached, sin- 
cere. N/S male, 33-38, tor 
that special relationship. 
35034 


hoCdays, cafl 
i 18-35. tor a 


LOTS OF FUN 
Good-looking white male. 
27. 5TT, slim bidd, 
brown/btue, liras h$r hop, 
cinema, museums, football, 
seeks attractive tomato. 18- 
37. N/S, for friendship and 
romance. London. 35264 
RED OR WHITE 
Tall dark, handsome, pro- 
fessional (advertising over) 
male, 32, seeks attractive, 
independent female. 25- 
30tah. » share a bottle or 
two wtth. London. 35297 


RADICAL 

MAN SEEKS WOMAN 
Unconventional. iru aEgent 
articulate man, 50, into 
pubs, music, pofitia. with 
GSOH. seeks similar, radcal 
woman, tor Bxciting times. 
Bristol/ London. 35207 
FOR MEMBERS OF 
CARRY. 

Bradshaw's Army, whether a 
general/tool soldier, a 38- 
year-old recently separated 
gentleman, is re-entering the 
dating war. Unsotied by 
years of attrition and battle. 1 
hope to capture someone's 
heart soon. London area 

35302 

YOU HAVE TO 
ROLL THE DICE TO- 
...gat past go I Cardiff -based 
computer engineer. 42, dark, 
sfighdy overweight attrac- 
tive, seeking a warm, green- 
eyed rertiead. probably 
graduate, sUghtiy left of cen- 
tre, into arts. Phone now to 

throw a ste. 35263 

INCURABLE ROMANTIC 
Wei-built professional out- 
going mate. 44, N/S, seeks 
female. 30-45. for tong-temt. 
loving re la tion sh i p , who 
enjoys countryside. National 
Trust arts and travel 

3S2B2 

ASIAN MALE- 
..37, nudum bufld, gradu- 
ate in socfaJ pofcy/poStics, 
NW London based, excellent 
convBrsationatist GSOH. 
seeking that special lady, of 
any origin. 35090 


CALL ME 

Respectable black male. 26. 
Oxford based, seektog a 
female. If you enjoy films, 
classical music, jazz and fun. 
give me a cafi. If you don't 
please cafi me anyway!. 

35201 

LONDON 

Intelligent down-to-earth 
male. 39. seeks srndar. 


BE MY 

BELATED VALENTINE 
Young, professional male, 

31. saeksoompanionship. 
Lives life to the full loves the 
outdoors and world travel, 
seeks lady, 23-33. to share 
laughter and friendship. 


FARAWAY LOOK 
Strikingly handsome, tall, 
dark, athletic, professional 
male graduate, into scuba 
diving, good fiteratuB, eating 
out seeks lady. Inspire me 
to spin tales of GeeDc won- 
der- Scotland. 35202 
BUBBLY BLACK/WHTTE 
Mala, seeks biack/whtte. 
medumAvelf-buflt attractive 
female. 27-37. GSOH, who 
Bras a good laugh. 
Cambridge/ London. Single 
mum welcome. 3S096 
SACRED UNnY 
Creative. N/S. N/D, world tit- 
izen. into spirituality, humare- 
ty. f/ e afty, wlstwto share 

serene. styOsh. successful, 
seB-assured, un-tall. un- 
addicted, younger female, in 
30s. Europe- 35155 


Club Rendezvous b the exciting way to find a partner or friend using 
the telephone! Whether you're a member or a guest you can use the 
raany features designed to heip you meet someone new! 

• Visa the MatnbeiB kmop e and meet tntarasBng. fun pcopfa o! ffiterent aga 
groups. • CtoO staff ensure tfw wAh each visit youH be Introduced ftsf to the 
rawest members. • Our ProfUe muteNna system hetne Snd the right paapto far 
you. m lkxtatB¥otr Pettanaf message truffle at anytime. • Check the Out 
NuOGQ-bQent in pick 10 messages &xi tor the latest dub news. 
•NEW!CtobRaniBZK)us RBakinat liHfnatf*™*if™'tt**‘if*i 

Call dub Rendezvous NOW on: 


JUDY, 

PLEASE CALL AGAM 
Unable to contact you by E- 
mafl. Mala, 30, 6*. 

brown/blue, average IaAL 
goorHooHng. enjoys most 
things In Dta, Bees music, 
sport, very confident, outgo- 
ing, bid beck, seeks female, 
aged 25-33, who's attractive. 


TALLBLBiDESkaeR 
Design Consuttant/part-ttne 
songwriter/producer, 45. S', 
dim. fit, own fight brown 
hatr. GSOH, sseki raffish. 
sSm. WaUigartL gorgeous 
lady, 30-40teh. Conti^ 
London. 35154 
RED ALERT 
Red-beaded female, with 
medium build, biteffigence, 
sought by black guy, 29. 6\ 
sfim build, Into blues rock, 
rearing, dnema. London. 


LONDON 

Professional musician, 47, 
76*. boyish good looks. 
browiVbtoe, N/s7n/D, Ekes 
sunshine, country walla, 
music, am, eeaks sweet 

heart. 3S094 

OFFBEAT GRADUATE 
Alfactionafe and companion- 
able. seels anlmaMoving 
female compan io n, SCH-.to 
share art galleries, concerts, 
cinema etc., also exploring 
London or COtmtiy. conver- 
sation and other slmpla 
pleasures. 35151 

Don’t Forget! 

Place your own Voice 

Personals* ad FREE an 


STILL PLENTY TO DO 
Active mate, aged 60, Into 

canals, Fahport Convention, wtera*' 

Wfifam Moms, travel. Nepal mogt wy i 

and Comwel seeking a fef- s fi * sf 2? a “ 

low travafier. non-smoker to WCtoadU™ 

share boat/the world. West who knows ? 

London. 35071 

YOUNG AMERICAN 
Male, 30, GSOH. vsiy 
attractive, seeks bfedc/Aslan 
female, tor cyeat times, to 
the Maanffe area. 35133 
NOTTS MAN 

Sfim* tall, ft. professional 
man, 45, seating friendship, 
with a ctoaMitindad but serh 
ativc lady. NfS. 35159 
MUSIC MAN 

Torquay btake, 49, dark hdr, 
sfim bind, GSOH. fives by 
the sea, enjoys sport, 
jazz/bfues/cfassicai music, 
outdoor activities, seeks 
smart, outgoing tomato, 2S- 
40, for friendship, possibly 
I earfing to more. 35046 
FRESH NEW YBAR1 


0800216351j “s 


ARE YOU OUT THERE? 
Romantic mate, aged 37, 
5’H\ blacfcbfue, into coun- 
tryside walking, koep-W. 
travel, seeks intefigent. 
attractive lady. 27-32, to 
share the good things In Be 
with. Brighton area- 35182 
STOP-READ THIS 
Good-looking, genuine mete. 
mirMOs. SV, based In 
Brighton, slim build, N/S, into 
food. aavaL cinema, sports, 
leisure, seeks femafe, 36-46, 

to^^p^ily tote more. 

TRY LIFE 

Yoifcshrreman. 37. 6T, ft. 
professional seeks InteS- 
gerrt, articulate female. 25- 
38. to share interests, food, 
wine and outdoor pursuits. 

Gtoura. 35103 

WHEN LOVE FINDS YOU 
Black profes si onal, 47. many 
Interests, seeks attractive 
white female, 25-39, similar 
Interests, tortriendshfo, 
leading to a relationship. 

35150 

SACRED UNTTY 
Active, creative, N/S. N/D 
world citizen, into spirituality. 


male, 31. 5"Ur. seeks sWn- 
nyfifig-bufit txibbly tamfte, 
any age or coIoib. Very large 
women wsfeome. It you 
leave a message. I promise 


BROAD HORIZONS 
Ctapham-based. erfecated. 
sfim, fit, nJce-tooWng. wortefiy 
guy. 42, wtth many mdoor 
and outdoor cultural inter- 
ests. seeking a sunta- 
female. 35-45, with sknflar 
back-graimJ. with broad 
interests/mtnd and horizons, 
tor whatever transpires. 

35135 

YACHTSMAN- 
—45, 6 ‘2-. fittoh, N/S, roman- 
tic adventurer with a zest for 
fife, seeking a boh e mian, 
free-spirted lady compan- 
ion, to share sociaJ engage- 
ment, laughter, friendship. 1 
enjoy theatre, dnema, (fin- 
ing, discovering and salfing 
whim weather permits. 

3S157 

RECKLESS YOUNG HAN 
Educated graduate. 24, 
seeks IntefigenL older lady, 
for sympathy, friendsNp and 
romance. London and 

South. 35093 

GENUINE PROFESSIONAL 
Considerate guy. 28- with 
GSOH, eqjoys ctoema. ftav- 
el. culture, seeks attractive 
lady. 23-35, with view to a 
possible relationship. 

34975 

OXFORD BLUES 
Bored postgraduate student 
28, seeks petite tamale, for 
voy dose retottonshfo. 

SEEKMGAGRLFRteiD 
Sensitive. SwwSeh. white 
male. 23. seating a carmg 
female. 20-30. tor chats, rfin- 


nEADYTOGO! 

Male, late 20s. 5’8 r . dark 
twwn/greery^.wgjf 

SSSSSf-A. 

TALL GUY 
HERTFORDSHIRE 
Attractive, Wefttgert and sen- 

save man. in late 30s, with 

GSOH ssekkn a lady; for 

mlationshlD. TK141 

TaH sfim. professional, edu- 
cated mate, 42. enjoys 
eociiislng, art gaBerfes, 
opuntrysioe, seeks Intel 6- 
gent attractive female. 
London. V4972 

Call Now! 

Tfr respond to any - 
V&ice Petsonafe* acfcall 

8897 554 555 

•QfecMlElpaehMadiiraa , 
MALE 

MUSICtAN/TEAOlER 
Man, early 40s. kite the arte, 
seeks Bra-minded, arty 
female, tor a meeting ot 
souls and more. Liverpool 
and Nonh-«Bst area. 34968 
OUTGOING. LIVELY 
MALE— 

_^0s. btond/bkra, attractive, 
sum, GSOH, seeks attrac- 
tive, intefigent female, for 
love and toughs. 35097 
ATTRACTIVE BLACK MAN 
Male, early 30s. 6 , 1’ l wefi- 
bu3L educated, kind, gentle, 
various interests, 3eeks lov- 
ing, a ffectionate lady, for 
meentngfid refationship. 

London. 34969 

BRtSTOLJASE^ ^ 

Into spkttuadlty, soon, good 
communication, honesty and 
empathy, would Bra to meet 
afeminree. warm-hearted 
toma to, to share out hutnafe- 

ty with. 35184 

MEET ME HALF-WAY 
Attractive, creative, honest, 
young English male, 25, ath- 
fetic ouid. btoo eyes, Bras 
travel, sport muoc. seeks 
beautiful, sfin. educated girt, 
for friendship, leading to a 
genuine tong-term roation- 

ship- 35165 

IDEAS TURN ME ON 
Shy. tocurebie romantic 
teacher. 42, seeks tactite, 
sensual lady, for long-term 
relationship. Any area. 

35183 
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humanity, reality, wishes to 
share infinite space, wife 
tough, beautiful fnefepen- 

- dent serenersiyflsh. suc- 

eessfeL-sefirasaerecEtin-tafi. 
younger female, in her 30s. 
Europe. 35155 
POSSIBLE FUTURE 
Mtolands/Wanwickshlre- 
based. German-bom mate, 
mid- 50s, 6*2*, btoe eyes, 
seeks attractive, tall, slim- 
(Ttish, feminine lady, under 
55, who eryiys life, but 
thinks sharing is better, 
who's also looking tor car- 
ing. faHhfaf mrtner and 

friend. 35275 

LIKES A LAUGH 
Ybung mate, 41, cultured, 
rfiveree, amusing and active, 
seeking a tomato, aged 28- 
33, tor friendship, romance 
and a family. Ring me and 
Pfi make you smfe. Bath 

based. 35074 

EASTERN PROMISE 
Easygoing bloke. 50. Bees 
eating ouL dnema, wafts 
and more, seeking an outgo- 
tog, friendy, Thai/Asian 
female, for one-toons rete- 
tionsfap. Central London. 

35082 

CREATIVE 

Good-looking, professional 
but unconventional mate, 32. 
enjoys creating and listening 
to music, travel and fife, 
seeking a feminine, witty 
female. Mdtands area. 

35080 

CARMG AND ROMANTIC 
Mate. 30, tall, slim, eryoys 
keep*, good food, conver- 
sation. country wafts, nights 
in or ouu seeks lady, for 
friendship, fun. leading to 
posstote romance. Yorkshire 

area. 34960 

TOWN/COUNTRY HOUSE 
Ouiet weekends beside 
beautiful beaches, offered to 
stressed, s&m. professional 
London girt, 20-40, by hand- 
some. romantic, sflgftfy mad 
39976 


BRIGHT EYES 
Friendly, romantic male, 
nrid-30s, loves keeping fit 
seeks warm ferrtfe, 20+-. 

35085 

TALL JEWISH MAN 
Profe ssi onal, silm-tauflt totel- 
figent funny man. seeking 
the woman missing from his 
flfe; 32~4tT. Lorfoon, TT5T45 ~ 
SPICE MAN 1 

Asian mate, 38, seeks 
female, 25-35, lor friendship, 
n^rts fn/ouL cutkfles and 
posstttiy more- Bristol 
34845 

CULTURAL CONNECTION 
Uveiy, tun-toving. {fifiosophf- 
cafly-mfnded male, seeks 
European, Latin lady, sbnfiar 
toterests. outiook, GSOH. 
zest far life essential 

Sussex. 35063 

ROMANTIC UAN 
Male. 21. 6T. N/S, brown/ 
blue, varied toterests. pubs, 
dubs, more, outgoing, seeks 
stirelar female, 20-30. for 
nights to/ouL South Wales. 


HAPPY GUY 

Asian male. 27, GSOH. sfim, 
good-looking, PhD student 
mss movies, books, Intefleo- 
tuaL seek s female . 25*. 
warm and attractive, for ton 
and frofics. Cambridge area. 

35070 

ARAB GUY 
■Ybung. handsome black 
gentleman, 31, 5V. vary 
good-looking, seeks female. 
25-3Qs, to dare life's piea- 
su res a nd maybe more. 

35023 

ROMANCE 
W SOMERSET 
TaB. slim, attractive, gen- 
uine. honest professorial 
gent Iving to Somerset 
enjoys foodrwtne. naval, 
laughter, conversation, out- 
door activities, seeks sknflar. 
classy. Intefigent. sflmmfeh 
lady, 40tsh, lor Bfe, love and 
lautfrter. 34618 
RT. 40b 

Romartlc. caring male, 40s. 

5V". sfimfethtetic bufld. Into 
running, cydtog, arts, coun- 
tryade, saBking a female, 
aged 30-45, to share al or 
none of the above. 

Yorkshire. 35018 


INTELLIGENT 

PROFESSIONAL 

Gay professional mate. 24, 

S’. Drawn hatobyes. straight- 
acting. sucobssrjI, comtort- 
abte Btestyle. seeks simfiar 
man. far sneere relatfon- 
shfa. London. 35197 
NOT TOO WILD 
Sflm, metfium-beight gay 
—mate. 45, sincere, enjoys 
rihqrna, thaatra, quiet nfoJSs^ 
in, swimming, travel, more, 
seeks simaar, stable male, 
for fdendstsp and lasting 
refertionshro. Lines. 35200 
GOOD-NATURED INDIAN 
Caring, friendly and affec- 
tionate. straight-acting, Intel- 
iigent educated, ordrnaiy- 
tooking. cheerful, profession- 
al London mate, 40, msrfium 
bold, non-aosna. seeks gen- 
uine. raflabte. stable man. 
30-45, far ton. friendship, 
possfttiy more. 35144 


alternative/ ^ 

LIFESTYLE 


MASTERFUL 

Good-looldng mate. mirMOs. 
6\ derk/biue, understandtog, 
seeks submissive female, to 
share mutual awareness 
and pleasure. Beds/Harts/ 
Cambs/East Anglia. 352S6 
COULD WE BE FRIENDS? 
Attractive couple, 35M0. 
seek simfiar couple, tor fun, 
friendship and outings. 
Yorkshire area. 35267 
POST-OP TRANSSEXUAL 
Male-to-femate. 44, fctto 
music, nighte out stayfng in, 
having tun. seeks female, 
tor ton. friendship and possi- 
bly more. Manchester area 

35199 

HI THERE! 

Professional graduate, 25. 
tafi. slim, smooth TV. very 
genuine, honest toya], 
seeks older male, for special 
relationship that wit! blossom 
in 1999. NW England. 

35131 

FETISH 

Creative male. 29. seeks 
adventurous, irmlfigant 
female, to experiment with. 
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(SIR? US) OM*! 

Act Now’ Offer limited 
L ‘V ‘ ‘ to first 500 ! 

Club Sirius the introduction Agency for the 
intelligent, articulate and well educated. 
10,000 members nation-wide must be right! 
Choose from our entire datobase before you 
decide. Enjoy over 200 events and holidays. 
Call for a Free Information Pack on 

0800 542 3000 

8;30am -t 0:30pm 7 days a week or write to 
FREEPOST 305 London ECtB tSY. 

Visit our Website http://www, clubsirius.com 


NOW ACROSS 
GREATER LONDON. 

Make a Deco is always your local voice mail dating 
system. To mee; someone living near you. call 

0660 615 615 now. " 

Why mit: 


finding a 
partner for life 



EXPERT 24 HOUR READINGS 

WORLDS BEST 
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Q$9i 3$ 36 55 


Looking for your 
perfect partner? 

New TV Series for 
Sky One seeking single 
people between 18-35 
to spend a week in a 
Spanish villa this 


Call 0640 900 909 

(Cab cm Sip rum 
OruKbvuna SWI WfPi 

or write to 

The Villa PO Box 2883 
London W 1 A 5 RF 


Quick Direct 

m 

0374 556284 




0881 600 656 
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encounters 

Live One 2 One 
and Group Chat 

Calls are FREE! / 
-24hs l 

08001951010/ 
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modern MANNERS: YOUR CUT-OUT-AND-KEEP GUIDE TO SURVIVING THE MINEFIELD 




Dear Serena, 

A colleague recently went on a three- 
week holiday. When she came hack, 
she looked completely different - as 
though the wind had changed while 
she was hearing some juicy gossip - 
and has remained that way She 
claimed that the holiday was spent at 
a spa. but we are all convinced that 
she has had plastic surgery. Does it 
fell within the code of good manners 
to ask someone if they've had a face 
job, or do we have to keep quiet? 

Jonathan, Brixton 

People who spend money on plastic 
surgery are convinced that no one can 
tell they've had it done, much as toupee- 
wearers believe that no one can telL It 
is. therefore, very spiteful to shatter 
their illusions. Unless you really disiflr*. 
your colleague, it’s kinder to keep quiet 
If. however. you only dislike hera bit, 
you can have some fim by expressing 
concern for her well-being at regular 
intervals. “You're looking terribly tired. 
Are you all right?” is a classic phra se 
guaranteed to raise a laugh. 


Dear Serena, 

I have been found guilty of white- 
collar fraud and expect to be sent 
away for roughly three months when I 
go for my sentencing hearing at the 
beginning of March. My problem is 
that I've not been able to bring myself 
to tell my ageing parents. How can I 
keep the news from them while I 
serve my sentence? 

Charlie, Northants 

Look, Charlie: at some point you are 
going to have to face up to the reality of 
your situation. If you pretend that your 
crime and its uncovering have never 
existed and that you are merely on a 
sabbatical in inferior accommodation, 
the likelihood is that you will fail to 
extract any lessons from the situation 
and will think that you can get away 
with further infractions of the law. 

Which, as you are obviously not a very 
competent c riminal, will likely result in 
further jail sentences of greater * 
severity. And then what wDl your elderly 
parents think? Instead of spending the 
time hying to work out how not to get 


caught for a crime 
you've already been 
caught for, you . 
should perhaps 
spend it frying to 
work out a means of 
breaking the news to 
your parents with as 
little hysteria as possible. 
Remember a life lived in 
fantasy is a life unlived. 

Dear Serena. 

I am getting married soon, and 
am worried that there is 
some obligation to have 
a stag night as part of 
the celebrations. 1 realty 
don’t want one, but 
feel under some 
pressure from my 
acquaintances to 
agree to having one. 

Do 1 have to? 

Bob. Catterick 

No. If they step the 
pressure up too hard. 



agree to have one on 
condition that your fiancee 
and an wives and 
girlfriends are included in 
the party. They will stop 
pestering you immediately. 



Dear Serena, 

My stepsister is an 
awkward cuss, and can 
usually be found standing on 
the sidelines making sarcastic 
remarks. At our parents’ 
wedding, for instance, when I 
tried to break the ice in the 
registry office by kissing the 
members of my new family, she 
reacted by starting 

backwards and saying 
“Ooh, very 
sophisticated” in a 
tone that implied that 
1 was being 
pretentions. I have 
reached my wits’ end 
with her, having my 
invitations and 
attempts to be nice 


to her constantly snubbed -but we 
are linked now, whether we like it or 
not. How should I behave towards her 
infoture? 

Lorna, Newbury 

Stepchildren often make the mistake of 
thinking that they should have 
relationships with the parents' spouses’ 
offspring. This is not the case. Just 
because one of your parents married 
one of theirs doesn't mean that you 
have to give the silly bitch the time of 
day if She insists On making thin gs 
unpleasant, though you should try to 
keep your feelings to yourself around 
the parents in question. Presumably, as 
you are adults, you don’t have to see her 
more than once or twice a year at most 
From now on, kiss anyone who is nice to 
you and shake your stepsister loosely by 
the hand while standing as dose to 
arm's length as you can get Rude 
people should be made allowances for 
when it's obviously a one-off 
occurrence; il it's habitual, they should 
be ignored until they can grow up and 
be civilised. 


Dear Serena, 

I’ve been publicising my pop career 
with liberal press releases about my 
drink and drugs hell over the last few 
years, but it’s getting to be a bit of a 
strain to keep up. How do 1 alter my 
image so 1 can live a cleaner, more 
professional life? 

Notting HOI 

If you want to live cleanly, retire. 
Otherwise, you’re going to have to jolty 
well accept the demands as well as the 
perks of the rock’n’roll lifestyle. Nobody 
wants a pop star who tells anecdotes 
about their health and fitness regime. If 
you have doubts about this, just keep a 
picture of Cliff Richard pasted up by 
your bathroom mirror as a horrible 
example of what can happen to an 
entertainer who goes to the bad. 

Knotty problems with the world today? 
Write to Dear Serena, ‘The 
Independent', ISth Floor, l Canada 
Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 
5DL, where they tom be treated with 
the customary sympathy 





Aries 

YOUR PERSISTENT belief that there must be a 
better life out there, somewhere, is a source of 
much discontent It is certainty fane that many 
of your friends do find themselves in a better 
position than you (they weren't bora under Aries, 
for one thing) and those who are worse off tend 
to be somewhat better adjusted to their tot How- 
ever, your restlessness will reward yon even- 
tually- that is, you will get what you deserve. 
Be brave about that and you never know; you 
may weD end up much better off after alL 



TAURUS 

YOUR PROBLEM is that of infatuation rather 
than permanent disloyalty. That’s the good 
news. But fickleness frightens you; you’ve never 
had enough practice at fove’tfnin. Nonnalty you 
are cautious enough to teep friendship from mis- 
leading you into acts friends should avoid, but 
suddenty you are not quite sure of your moral 
boundaries. Whether you get into real trouble 
depends on friends. Ybur dizziness win resolve 
itself into an even more peculiar period where 
generosity rules. WID you ever find ideal love? 



Poppy folly 

YOUR STARS: IT COULD HAPPEN 



W hy are no more poets born under 

Pisces? Well, that shows how much you 
know: the sign is swimming in poets, 
actors, drunks and even more generally 
disabled defectives like Patty Hearst and Sam 
Peckinpah and Cardinal Newman and everyone else 
who fefi in love with unsavoury maniacs just because 
of their firepower. Why else would Ivana Trump have 
chosen to be born under Pisces? 

There is a famous incompetence about this sign; it 
is said they have all the structure of a glass of water 
without the glas s. That’s why Robert “Madwoman’s 
Breakfast” Altman is born here, and also that 
feckless Mexican who eventually managed to 
massacre the Alamo garrison (but lost control of the 
movie rights and died in poverty). 

Unsurprisingly, if s the sign cf psychic knowledge, 
of the highest spiritual abilities. Here we find Meher 
Baba, the Indian mystic who coined the phrase Don't 
Worry Be Happy (he also lost control of the royalties 


and has thereby assured his place in the pantheon of 
heaven), and Orde Wingate, one of the few British 
mystics, one who expressed the unity of the universe 
by cutting off his enemies’ ears and walking his 
elephants over what was left when they refused to 
answer questions. “You can’t hear because you’re 
not listening!” was said to be the mantra the hero 
shrieked, even through the act of love. 

On the other hand, when Pisceans go the wrong 
way they are irredeemable - look at Robert Mugabe 
and Tteddy Kennedy. Look at premier Noborn 
Thkeshita (whose name is pronounced very 
differently from the way if s spelt). Think about 
Schopenhauer! Consider Lord Baden-Powell in bed 
with WH Auden and Anais Nin! Think about Robert 
Wadlow who grew to nearly nine feet before dying at 
the age of 22! 

Pisces is never capable of surprising us, because 
we expect anything from them, and finally that’s why 
we're always disappointed 


G EMI NT” ' 

ARE YOUR friends feeling strong? Ybu are 
definitely gong to need something to cany you 
through the week. It is hard to see your way 
through the ripple of worry and nameless 
anxiety. A disabling aspect with Neptune con- 
demns you to the sofa Here you will be both the 
object and the conduit of gossip. You will not be 
able to keep any secrets, except in the Oxford 
sense (telling only one person at a time). That 
is where your friends come in (and, alas, out). 


CANCER 

WEXL-wiSHERS make suggestions to improve 
your life, but your rebuttals are effortless - 
there's nothing anyone can do. While in this vol- 
untary confinement there is at least room for 
self-improvement There are corners that have 
needed cleaning out for a long time (decades 
in some cases). This aggressive hygiene will 
stand you weD when you re-enter the world - 
there will be those who no longer dare to make 

vulgar demands on your exquisite nature. 



LEO 

THE SUN is shining where the sun don't shine. 
Pluto is brought into play by your ruling planet 
and your deepest depths are opened up. With- 
out your usual buoyancy, you are thrashing 
about above a gulf of dark, dark water Anything 
can happen. You find great sexual energies are 
made available, but if you can wipe that smirk 
offyourface, there will be far less mexit in doing 
than not doing. Sublimate for psychic success. 
And just ignore those shafts of jealousy. 



VIRGO 


THIS WEEK, you will be able to do what you do 
best- get bogged down in unimportant detail 
and practise rnhfhftinn (as well as inspiring 
inhib ition in others). Things won’t turn out as 
badty as you expect (they couldn't, franktyi, but 
the overload will shut your systems down and 
after worrying too much, you may suffer a 
breakdown and become careless (not the 
same as carefree). Everyone will benefit from 
a period of your staring wordlessly into space. 




Libra - 

YOU DON’T know why you are acting like this 
Oater you wffi just have to quash the rumour that 
your parents were cousins) . A loss of spirits may 
lead you into dangerously deep introspection 
(Tihrans can't bear too much of that). But your 
personal recession turns out to have been use- 
ful pour mieux sauter. Venus is expansive - oh 
bowyou enjoy that, and you are not the ontyone 
Indeed, beneficiaries of your erotic expertise can 
be as numerous as they wish to be. So go on, be 
realty generous with yourself 


SCORPIO 


YOU MAY feel a glow from your underworld as 
the Sun moves in with Pluto. Light will be shed 
on things which, up until now, have been wisety 
kept in the dark. Everything that is revealed to 
you vail also became apparent to people nor- 
mally too stupid to know what they are looking 
at Remember about management: everything 
must have been decided before the meeting 

they’re bolding to dedde on evexything.'Vbu will 
have to do better with your spouse, however 



Sagittarius 

YOUR FRIENDS and colleagues welcome your 
generous nature (if not your generously mea- 
sured advice). Your cheerfulness is so pro- 
nounced as to tire your flaccid contemporaries. 
Your presence expands into areas you’ve never 
experienced -be careful people aren’t lau ghing 
at your butt This paranoia will not prevent you 
from expressing powerfully phrased emotion- 
al analyses of your friends. Remember; if your 
advice isn’t accepted you may find you have to 
follow it yourself 



Capricorn 

VANITY VANITY, all is vanity Capricorn says, 
but onty because you only ever talk about your- 
selves. The hall of mirrors you live in throws up 
some very odd reflections - so odd, you've 
persuaded yourself that they're other people. 
Reality breaks in now. The Sun is enlivening 
Saturn. Through discipline, limitations and 
strictures, throuj^bondage and riding^ack. you 
will find tiie fulfilment of your dreams. Avoid 
photography while you’re like this. Avoid 
lawyers, too. 


Aquarius 

IN POLITICS, as in love, there is something of 
the stopper about Aquarius, and never more so 
than when \tous compromises herself with yotn - 
ruling planet, as she rather sluttishty does this 
week. But at least you know you’re alive when 
you’re like this. Ybu excel at parties where you 
can keep moving. Ybur intense friendliness will 
be confused for romantic attraction and oppor- 
tunities will open up as a result Naturally you 
shouldn't take advantage of tins; naturally, you 
will. 


PISCES 

DONT GET suckered into fearing for your 
health; there are many professionals out there 
who have a vested interest in persuading you 
that you are sick. Just cheer up; or more piau- 
sibty stop frying so hard to be cheerful. Ybu are 
blessed with a sublime sense of beauty which 
will severely hinder your base attempts to get 
more sex. There may be a religious dimension 
to this. You are led into the ineffable where you 
lose yourself in ecstasy. It is all totally normal. 


6*1 



Classic Cartoons 

MARTIN PLIMMER ON 
GEORGE CRUIKSHANK 



Night-mare 


EVERY PHOTOGRAPH of 
caricaturist George 
Cruikshank catches him on a 
bad-hair day. He managed to 
be bald and hairy 
simultaneously and looked like 
something he had drawn. 
Cruikshank didn't care for 
beautiful things, or at any rate 
couldn't see them. He drew 
with the rude, exaggerated 
gusto of the 18th century a _ 
style now mirrored in the wore 
of Scarfe and Steadman. 

Cruikshank was more 

affectionate though, and his 
humour was rooted in common 


experiences, like toothaches 
and nightmares. Who can say 
they’ve never had this vicious 
fellow with the spiky fork and 
Turkish Teletubby hat riding a 
pig across their chest at night? 

Cruikshank didn't care fin* 
inventions. He ridiculed rail 
and balloon travel. Richard 
Branson would have been his 
for breakfast In the end, 
Victorian society rejected his 
grotesqueries but he 
continued to depict it minc i n g 
and affected in preposterous 
clothing- quite a cheek for 
someone with joke hair. 
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BACKGAMMON 

CHRIS BRAY 
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SO TALK shows like Vanessa 
have been faking it We non- 
experts always thought so. But 
now the experts have woken up 
to'it; so it must be true. It 
wouldn’t matter that things 
were faked, if the boundary 
between fact and fiction had not 
become so eroded. There is no 
dear labelling. 

Many of these shows skirt the 
issues they purport to 

investigate. Their presenters 

ensure that the right questions 
are not asked and the discussion 
stays in the shallows. And that 
the venom of the right-feeling 
mob gets directed at the 
scapegoats. I know, I've been 
there. But these issues are 
soluble only by free debate. And 
this is onty entertainment 

But then victimisation and 
intolerance are national 
pastimes. In the recent show- 
trial, Hoddle was sacked not for 
being a bad manager, but for 
being disliked. He was guilty of 
being different; of putting a 
personal religion ahead of the 
state religion: soccer Better 
luck next incarnation. 

It is uncomfortable to see 
people victimised just for saying 
stupid things. Views are not . 
changed by bullying and spite, 
but by example. By patient 
discussion. By inspiring. By 
their owners being brought 
round to seeing their 
inconsistency. Stupid remarks, 
like mistakes, are a wonderful 
didactic opportunity. But 
inieffigent debate was stifled 



PUZZLE MASTER 



and passed up for a witch-hunt 
I don’t hold it against Tony 
Blair for stating his views on 
Hoddle on Richard and Judy's 
show. I like a man who’s in 

★ ★ ★ 

★ ir ★ * ★ 

Tjr ★ * * * 



touch with his prejudices. 
England is our national team, 
and we are all entitled to a view. 

I do, however; hold it a g ai ns t 
him for lecturing us on what to 
eat How dare he export his 

expertise from an area in which 
he excels (politics) into an area 
is which he knows nothing? 

Avoiding beef was easy 
although it appeared in the most 
unlikely foods. But now that 
Blair is his own Gummer’s 
daughter; how do we avoid 


genetically modified food? 
There’s no proper labelling. 
We’ve been eating it wSty-nilly. 

Of course Tony has the advice 
of experts. But it is well known 
that for every scientific expert 
who gives advice, there is 
another advising the exact 
opposite. It is all a question of 
which set of experts you choose. 

Will we like living in 

Monsanto Island? Do we want 

them to build a new Jerusalem 
in En glan d’s un gre en and 
unpleasant land? Will 
hippopo tomatoes be safe to eat? 
Won’t gene-escape mean a loss 
of choice? Isn’t the ecology 
damaged enough without 
introducing vast unknowns? 

This is not entertainment it 
needs thinking through. Wfe 
hare a right to a view. 

The message on the side of 
the yellow lorry that dumped 
four tons of GM soya on Blair’s 
doorstep at least raised a smile. 
It read: “Tany don't swallow 
Bill’s seed.” Soya been warned. 
Points to Ponder 
To judge from the puzzles sent 
in, Puzriemaster seems capable 
of inspiring by example. Rosie 
Fbrth of Colchester sends this 
teaser inspired by the dome 
puzzle (3o Jan). 

Beginning at ary staR trace a 
continuous path along the 
network; visiting each star once 
and once onty finishing where 
you started. Alternatively, prove 
it to be impossible. Well? 

Please send comments to: 
indy@puzzlemaster.co.uk 


WHEN SHOULD you offer an 
initial double? In general, you 
should do so when you have a 
threat such that your opponent 
will not be able to take a 
double on your next turn. In 
addition, the position should 
be such that you will not 
immediately lose the 
advantage whatever happens. 

The postion above is a 
Hag-rif: doubling situation. 
Black has one man back 
versus five for white. He has a 
big lead in the race. He is 
threatening to hit the man on 
white’s bar-point and/or some 
of the white men in his home 
board. If black hits two men, 
for example with 62 - played 
24/18*, 6/4* or 33 - played 
7/4(2)*, 6/3(2)*, and white fails 
to hit back, then blade win 


have lost his market by a long 
way. He must double now to 
activate his gammon threat 
(remember the Jacoby Rule 
states that you cannot win a 
gamm on unless the cube has 
been turned). 

White has a take but it’s 
closer than you might think 
With five men back alreaetyit 
will take a long time for white 
to establish any position of 
strength and he will often have 
to play a back game, not ideal 
by any means. When this 
position occurred in a chouette 
black correctly doubled All the 
team players took and two of 
them actually beavered - a 
huge error of judgement but 
proving, once again, that the 
biggest errors in backgammon 
are made with the cube. 
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SUNDAY TELEVISION & RADIO 


BBCl 


BBC2 


3 


6L40 Tetetubbles [8971599)- 720 Match 
or the Day (R) (6497957). 830 
Breakfast with Frost (44599). 9-30 
The Heaven and Earth Show 05334). 
10 JO Match of Their Day - Tommy 
Docherty (33063). 1100 Porridge 
(5624). 1130 Country FBe (6353) 
ULOO On the Record (61334 lOO 
EastEndere (1902228) 145 A Life on 
the -Bax - Arthur Lowe (9069T3U 230 
Dad's Army (773) 330 EastEndere 
(5969228) 4.20 Masterchef 1999 
(6964711) 430 Lifefine (1193082) 
530 News; Weather (B4873Q) 520 
Local News and Wfeather (5095062) 


5.25 Songs of Praise. Pam Rhodes 
visits Winchester (S) (T) (1675179) 


64)0 Last of the Summer Wme. 

Foggy decides to hold a sweep at a 
wedding (S) (T) (402) 

130 Antiques Roadshow. High 

SctAy's in Syon Park. London where 
finds incfude an unknown collection 
of letters from Henry Moore (784641) 

715 Five Go Mad In the Kitchen 

(S) (T) (598599). 

720 HoHday Guide to Africa. 

Destinations include Cape Town, 
Tunisia, Malawi and Kenya (£S£99) 


8.00 Comic RsBcrTs Great Big 
Excellent African Adventure. 

New series in which celebs send 
videotaped messages back from 
Africa (559t12) 

820 News; Weather 01 (419063) 

9.00 Love Town. More from Gretna 
Green, including a brother and 
sister's double wedding (S) (5860) 

920 The Lakes. John Fisher finally 
wreaks vengeance on Chef for 
kfdnappfag his son (S) (T) (859711) 


1040 Comte Refief Jukebox. Archive 
comedy dips (S) (T) (139976) 


£2f 1020 Harbour Lights. Another chance 
to see the first episode of the Nick 
Berry drama series (R) (T) (146501) 

1125 Heart of the Matter. Joan 

Bakewel on buftyfag (S) (T) (551604) 

1225 ESE1 They're a Weird Mob 

(Michael Powefl 1966 UK) Powell and 
Pressburger tale of an Italian in 
Australia (Followed by Weather) 
(246358) To 155am. 


850 AlViri and the Chipmunks 

(9031266) 915 The W?yne Manifesto 
(4554044 9*40 The Wild House 
(9154228) KL05 No Sweat (9666599) 
1020 Grange W (31605) H00 Sub 
Zero (6913781) 1120 Gangs HI 
(62317T1) H50 The O Zbne (3707173) 
1225 The Stnpsons (9035614 
1220 Robot Wars (40841) 100 
Arrimd Westminster (63353) 130 

Grandstand (90222995) 135 Ski 

Sunday (9087-637) 2.15 ice Hockey 
(62396773) 2^40 Olympic Magazine 
(5167112) 2-55 Ice Hockey (2571624 
3.35 Rigby Union (3822317) 350 
fee Hockey (0072773) 430 AiHetics 
(4787889) 540 Animal Zbne (5064112) 
545 Vtetdi Out Britain (210997B) 

530 CHmpanzse Diary (880421) 

530 The Natural World. B3 Odttie 
narrates a wftdfite documentary 
about ducks (S) (T) (511537) 


6.45 Star Trek: Voyager. The crew 
encounter the Krerimfe uttrnate 
weapon-ship (S) (T) (710266) 


7.30 The Money Progr a mme. John 
Prescott reveals his plans for the rail 
industry (S) (T) (808) 


8.00 Loyalists. Peter Taylor 

examines loyalist paramffitaries. See 
Documentary of the Day. below (S) 
fO (580082) 


8.50 Vintner’s Tales (R) (S) (417605) 

9.00 Red Dwarf VUL Another chance to 
see the first episode of the returned 
sci-fi comedy (R) (S) (T) (3402) 

920 Never NBnd the Buzzcocks. 

Faye Tozer from Steps and former 
Sex Pistol Gfen Matlock (S) (60605) 

10.00 In Stephen’s Name (409347) 


10*0 IHiMM* The Colour of 
Justice. The Tricycle Theatre 
drama production based on the 
transcripts of the inqiky fato the 
death of Stephen Lawrence See 
Drama of the Day. below (S) 
(802334 

1240 UHi'ifi La Separation. (Christian 
Vincent 1994 Fr) Isabefle Huppert 
lefts her lover and lather of her child, 
Daniel Auteufl, that she has fallen in 
love with someone else (3960071) 

2.00 BBC Learning Zone: Further 
Education: Effective Comm u nication 
(14087) To 4 am. 


ITVLWT 


64)0 GMTV (90266) AjOO Dlggit (2753421) 
925 Art Attack (4570082) 930 The 
Wbret Witch (916158) 10 J 0 
Ghostbusters (1972082) KL45 Oggy 
(2605624 "fLOO Sunday Morning 
(56063) 1230 My Favouite Hymns 
(42711) 1220 Crosstak (77995) 100 
News (94932179) 140 Jonathan 
Dtmbleby (1900860) ZOO Mutfe She 
Wrote (9180808) 

ZJ5> 5 The Man in the Iron 

Mask (Mike Neweft-1977 UK) Stylish 
Dumas adaptation starring Richard 
Chamberiafa (15380006) 

430 Big Screen (3293860) 5.25 Local 
News (8491518) 5w45 News (159063) 


64H) Dream Ticket. Londonb modem 
architectural gems and whatevvathng 
off Americas east coast £570) 

6-30 Michael Barrymore* My Kind 
of Music. Musical game show (S) 
(T) (37860) 


7 JO Coronation Street. Martin gets a 
shock at the nursing home (S) (T) 
(334) 

100 Heartbeat. A snobbish oouple 
recently returned from Africa find It 
hard to settle in the viage, whie their 
son appears to be the victim of 
bullying. Greengrass is furious when 
David bids for some pigs at auction 
by mistake (S) (T) (5976) 

94)0 London's Burning. Firefighting 
soap. Christ suspicions about 
Racaffb relationship with his daughter 
get the better of him. And Pearce 
reveals an unexpectedly macho side 
when a horse runs wld (S) (T) (5tt2) 


1000 Tarrant on TV. inducting some of 
Americas most renowned 
televangefists (S) (T) ( 10112 ) 

1030 News; Weather (T) (274421) 

10.45 The South Bank Show. Profiles 
. sculptor Anish Kapoor, who has Svsd 
in Britain tor the last 25 years and 
had a huge success with his 1998 
Hayward Gaftery exhibition (760957) 

1145 The Jesus Files (537421) 12.15 
SM In Bed wtth MeDmner (2109822) 

12-50 iaifiif DHoiger (409667) 235 . 
Seaquest 2032 (3469919) 3.30 
Jonathan Dimbleby (45t33323) 430 
Cybernet (39204193) To 4 . 45 am. 


Channel 4 


7X0 The Magic Rotmdabout 

(3933082) 705 Animal Alphabet 
(3932353) 730 Artnal Alphabet 
(9636334 *30 Saltyto Lighthouse 
(0849889) X45 Bug Alert! (88353) 
8J5 Saved by the BeB - the New 
Class (2330976) 040 (Sty Guys 
(9880353) MO Catdog (3485082) 
935 Planet Pbp (168588410-00 
The Waltons (34841) 1100 Hoftyoaks 
(2333599) 1230 Dishes (1404421) 
12^40 Dishes (9608976) 140 The 
Cosby Show (652179) 145 Football 
ItaBa $1486860) 

4jD 0 Angels One Five 

(George Mae CFerrafl 1954 UK) 
Jack Hawkfas stars in this Battle of 
Britain saga (7634 


630 Time Team. Tbny Robinson and 
archaedogtcar chums cfig up the 

remains of two Second World War 
American bombers in toe Norfolk 
marshes. Although the bodtes of Vie 
21 dead were removed, the wreckage 
was left ixtsalvaged (T) (50228) 

7 JO Escape to River Cottage. Self- 
sufficient Hugh Feamtey-Whittingstafl 
goes tiding and fruit-picking (5889) 

7 JO Fusion. Follows the Inner City World 
Cup - with 32 nations comp etin g 

(976) 

8X0 In Se arch of Law and Order. 

. Roger Greet goes to Richmond, a " 
poor ndghbourafSan Franctecci 
where gang involvement, drug Abuse 
and violence are deatt with by the 
local co mmun ity (T) (3518) 


9X0 Carry On Darkly. The sadder side 
of tour of the finest Cany On actors, 

Kenneth Wffiams, Charles Hawtrey, 
Sidney James and Frankie Howard, 
complete wtift pro niac ufty, wtte- 
beating, compulsive gambling and 
aJcohofem (R) (T) (6082) 

RLOO Censored. MarieSa Ffostrup hosts 
a cfiscussfon on fflm censorsffo wtth 
joumatists A A GO, Tom Dewe 
Mathews, John Beyer of the National 
Viewers and Listeners. Association, 
writer Gorton* Sweet and GtiyPh^ps 
• ' of IhefTC 0046112) 

1105 Eyes Wide Open @37537) 

1120 Bad Ueufenant (Abel 

Ferrara 1992 US) Starring Harvey 
Keitel See FRm of the Day, below 
(666889) 

105 BoyzUnOmited (8248342) 

140 Salon Kitty CThto Brass 

(621613) To 340am. 


Channel 5 


6 JOO Wldfife SOS (9630315) 630 
Havakazoo (8396260. TOO 
Dappiedown Farm (6607711) 730 

MR&haks! (5498»S) 735 Wknzi* 
House (3869537) &00 Mission 
(4635711) IL30 Revelation Game 
(46340B2) fluOO Stiddri Around 
(4625334 9130 Mkbar (9653228) 
moo Mrror, RAT or (83875®) 10-30 
MaBey Between (4621518) 1100 USA 
Hteh (2662686) 1130 Singed Out 
(2663315) 124H) The Mag (60861808) 
HO 5 News (80300518) 120 Frosfrup 
an Sunday (89165131) 150 Movie 
Chart Show (1*339605) 230 
Exdusta (5334824) 34W FamSy 
Affaire Omrfbus (63034353) 530 
Serious Money (81814605) 


5-50 lilllil Two Mach Trouble 

(Mtohaet James McDonald %94US) 
Comedy about a pftfr'bf naiitfity 
young twins who meet their match 
when they are assigned anew nanny 
- a hard-drinking es<»n played by 
Beveriy D'Angekx.Cd Be^ey Jr and 
Card Kane play the parents and 
there's a role fra- future Friends star 
Usa Kudrow (98246315) 


130 5 News and Sport (S) (6072353) 


BJOO Cad of the WBd. Cameramen 
Dieter Ptege arto Wfike PriceTake 14 ) 
the story of Harriet, an orphated 
■ female leopard cito, as she retuns to 
' the jungte of her own arconJ after 
. three years fa the care of an Indian 
conservationist (S) (T) (1994082) 


500 Diliif Awake to Danger 

(Michael Tuchner 1995 US) Amnesia 
thriller with Beverly Hrtts 90210 starlet 
Tori SpeflBng, who carit remember 
■ ihe Identity ol the asesflants who . 
kfiled ter mother and left her in a 
coma. Naturally they want to bump 
her off before it aft comes flooring 
backto her (S) (I) (99376179) 


mSO Wing and a Prayer, legatea^e 
.series set in the north of England 
6635844 

1150 The Comedy Network (7271976) 
12J2S Sports Talk with Steve Scott 
(4623984) 12-55 Ice Hockey - NHL 
(S) (95814183) 4k40 Tibs and Fibs 
(R) . (S) (65760803) 5-05 Mcue Op . 


is li'J 


Drama of 
the Day 

THE COLOUR OF JUSTICE (10.10pm 
BBC 2 ) After last week's searing ITV 
drama recreating the events of Stephen 
Lawrence's murder and the subsequent 
ordeal of his parents. BBC 2 has filmed 
Tricj’de Theatre's production based on 
the transcripts of the inquiry (the 
results of which are published next 
week). The film ends with an 
unprecedented minute's silence. 



Documentary 
of the Day 

LOYALISTS 03pm 88C2) Veteran 
chronicler of the Troubles, Peter Taylor, 
begins a new three-part series getting 
under the skin of loyalist terrorists who 
have killed more than a thousand 
people, mainly Catholics, since 1969. 
They include the legendary Gusty 
Spence, his film-star looks of 1972 turned 
all grey and avuncular; and “the 
sectarian genie", Ian Paisley. 



Film of 
the day 

BAD LIEUTENANT (fl 20 pm C4) Harvey 
Keitel’s Lost Tongo'm Paris (although 
the film itself is not a patch on 
Bertohiccf s 1972 masterpiece) - a raw, 
honest performance in Abel Ferrara's 
baroque (to say the least) character 
study. Keitel is a depraved, debt-laden, 
crack-smoking New York cop who finds 
bizarre salvation while investigating the 
rape of a nun. 




ITV/Regions 


BBCl N Ireland 
AS BBCl LONDON * SB 
o-Mt 10-30 Cat MS Enter tasi 

— tL53 Heart of the Matter 
*,*12-35 F)te:TteyYea 
nouu Mob (960223) 2^5 BBC 
News » (52700532) 

As^jHVT except: 12-30 Suiday 
Supplement (77995) 2J»0 Eye of 
iteiaote total) aao Living a 
Bugs Life (841) 3410 Murder. She 
Wrote (6861599) 3^5 F]}Ti: 

Murder by the Book (64®308) 5^35 
Afj^Nws (146599) 

Rescue (570) 12^0 Film: Dttnger 
2JSO “ " J " 

_ 3J!5 Jonathan 
(6902358) 4J0 Cybernet 
I) 4.40 Souidlrax 
, 4JSO ITV r^ghtscrean 
5JJO Coronation Street 

(95754) 

CttBltl jl 

As LWT exc apt: 12-30 Ufefine 

(28083624 UW5 Central 

Newsweek (3497678) 12J55 
Central News (48940131) 2-00 It’S 
You Shout (5545150) ZAO Murder, 
She Wrote (3066792) 3^0 F3m: 
Total* (53518) 530 Central News 
6.00 Heart at the 
(570)4^0 Jobfinder 
f39204t93) 4-45 Kfe Your Shout 
(1440867) 

HTV Wales 

As LWT escapt: 124K) My 

Favtx^ite Hymns (4085T19) 12- 2 5 
Welsh Agenda (1835696) 12.55 
HTV News (48940131) 2-00 Film: 
The Alamo (85771773) 4^0 Party 
fa the Park fa»044) 5-40 HTV 
News (865353) 6.00 Soccer 
Sunday (570) 12^0 As AngSa 
HTV West 

As HTV Wales aoccapt: 12.25 

Sunday Roast (1835696) 2 X 0 
Murder, She Wrote (3606044) 2-50 
FStj: Mne Hours to Rama 
(15972112) 540 Getaways (9974131) 
Wfest Match (570) 

Meridian 

As LWT except: 12X0 7 Days 
(2047137). 12X0 Meridian News 
and Weather (26069044) zjoo 
Getaways (6131) 2X0 Murder. She 
Wrote G9841V 3^0 Rim: The 
Black Swan (838889) 5J>5 Big 
Day Out (9975860) &35 Meridian 
News and Wbatiier (146599) &00 
Monkey Business (570) -UL50 As 
Anlgia 5-00 Freescreen (95754) 

Westconntry 
As LWT except: 12X0 
WBstcountry Weekend Match 
(77995) 2JOO World Of Wonder 
(62800978) 2.25 Murder, She 
Wrote (82803063) 3J20 Rfrn: In 
LJce F5nt (68191773) 5-35 
Westcountry News (146599) MO 
The Great Escape (570) 12^0 As 
AngSa 
VorksMre 

As LWT except: 12X0 Trawler 
(77905) 2-00 Calendar News 
(52220957) 2X15 ihe Making of a 
BugfeLife (7350063)2^0 Flm: 
New Love Boat (6269421) 44)0 
Videotech Brit Winners Special 
4-30 Coronation Street 
5-30 Calendar News and 
(893995) 64K> Goals on 
Sunday (570) 12-50 Cybernet 
(8002071) L25 FlhcAnjeam 
(420tlS2) 4^0 Jobfhder (77938) 
Tyne Tees 

As Yorkshire except: 12^0 
Newsweek . (77995) 2J00 North 
East News £2220957) 5X0 North 
East News and Sport -(893995) , 
64)0 cafe Sport (570) r: . ... 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except tLOO 

(34881995) 124)0 Gogs* 
12X0 RowndaRownd: 
(38433686). 12^40 FfeS 
(76801518) 12^5 Gol (5633BT12) 
L40 Tfekabout Walsh (2W908411 
24W Ffermlo (2316»0q. 2^5 
Brookside (B37H8Q8) 44)0 Nanries 
(81738634) 4JO Pam Fi Duw? 

54)01 
SX5I 

5b35 PobolyCwm 
7X0 Botwm 4 
84)0 Dechrau Canu 
Dachrau Canmol (64235711) IL30 
Jori Jones (2K)81024) 94)5 
Provence (98888605) 10^0 
Newyddkxi ^9425605) -HL45 
Censored (91367353) 1L50 Ey 
Wide Open (8238833^ __ 

FTfai: Bad Ueutenam (8 
L50 Flm: Salon Kitty l 
3-50 Close. 



Radio 1 

(976-996MH2 FM ) 

6.30 Kevin Greenrtg. 
104)0 Mark Goottier’s 
Radio 1 Request Show. 
LOO Emma B. 3.00 
Top of Ihe Pops. 44)0 
The OMicial UK Top 4Q 
74M) Dance Anthems 
with Dave Pearce 
104)0 Trevor Nelson 

12.00 Emma B 44)0 - 

6.30 Ckve Warren 

Radio 2 

(88-90 2MHz FM ) 

7.00 Janey Lee Grace. 
94)5 Steve Wrights 
Sunday Love Songs 
1LOO ParVmson's Sun- 
day Supplement. LOO 
Desmond Carrington. 
34)0 By Popular 
Demand Hubert Gregg 
Remembers Jessie 
Matthews. 44)0 As 

T ime Goes By. 4.30 
Sinq Somethinq Simple. 

5.00 Pam Ayres. 74)0 
Hugh Scully. '8.30 Srn- 
day Half Hour. 9.00 
Alan Keith. 10-00 Mal- 
colm Laycock. 1 LOO 
The David Jacobs Cal- 
lection 124)0 Katrfaa 
Lpskaruch. 3.00 - 4 JQO 
Alex Lesler. 

Radio 3 

(902-92.4MHZ FM ) 

6.00 On Air. 

9.00 Brian Kay's Sun- 
day Momng. 

1 LOO Artist ol ihe Week 
Encore. 

1245 Music Matters. 
LOO The Radio 3 
Lunchtime Concert 
240 British BaDefa. 

34H) Spirit of the Age. 
44K) 100 Greal Singers. 
445 Centurions. 

4.30 The Year. 

5.45 Sunday Featue: 
Viewing Ihe Century - 
Derek Walcott. 


6^0 Private Passions. 
7.30 Choir Works Bn an 
Kay inircxtoces a perfor- 
mance of Haydn's The 
Creation’, the resound- 
ing and uplifting 
response of the ageing 
composer to the orato- 
rios of Handel Nancy 
Argenta (soprano) John 
Mark Ainsley (tenor) 
Gwyrme HoweB (bass) 
BBC National Chorus 


and Orchestra of 
W&les/Richard Kckox. 

9.30 Sunday Play: The 
Comedy of Errors. By 
Wifliam Shakespeare In 
this new dramatisation 
by Sue Wilson and Mal- 
colm McKee, it is 1936 
and a cruise finer arrives 
at Ephesus, where BBC 
travel reporter Gervaise 
Houlkes finds himself 
caught up in some . 
strange local customs. 
With Peter Jeffrey. 
Michael Maloney. Anton 
Lesser. Brian Parr and 
Cfrve KneDer. Director 
Sue VVilsaa 

11.30 World Music 

12.00 Ulster Orchestra 
LOO - 6X0 Through 
the Night. 

Radio 4 

<92.4 -946MHz FM ) 

64H) News Bnefrrw. 
64)5 Somethinq Under- 
stood. 

6-35 On Ybur Farm. 
64)7 Weather 
74)0 News. 

74)5 Sunday Papers. 
7,10 Sunday. 

7.55 Radio 4 Appeal 

8.00 News. 

8.05 Sunday Papers. 
84)7 Sunday Worship. 
8.45 Letter from Ameri- 
ca. 

94)0 NEWS; Broadcast- 
ing House 

10.00 The Archers. 

1115 Desert Island 
Discs. 

12-00 NEWS; Tales 
from the Back of 
Beyond 

12.30 Just a Minute. 
12458 Weather. 

100 The Wdrid This 
Weekend 
130 Counterpoint 
24)0 NEWS; Garden- 
ers' Question Time. 

2.30 a Stitch In Time. 

3.00 NEWS; The Clas- 
sic Serial: Joseph 
Andrews. 

4.00 NEWS: Writers' 
Masterclass. 

4^0 Fine Lines 

5.00 NEWS; File on 4. 
5.40 Letters From Afar. 
5.54 Shipping Forecast 
537 Weather. 

64)0 Six O’clock News. 
6.15 Pick of the Week. 


RADIO 


74)0 NEWS; The 
Archers. 

7.15 Do the Flight Thing. 
Human behaviour dis- 
sected with wit and wis- 
dom by Jane Thynne 
and guests, this week 
induing Tony Banks 
MP. 

84M) NEWS: Fat 
Chance By Jenny 

McOade. Celebrity 

Square'. Graham 
becomes Tina Tatter- 
sail's escort for the night 
in a tad to make her 
errant husband jealous. 
The rest of the sfimming 

dub has surprising 
news. With Gareth 
Corke. Jartine Duvitski 
and Michael Troughtoa 
Part 2 of a 

8.30 Law m Action 
Marcel Berlins investi- 
gates how the law works 
and where it goes 
wrong 

9-00 NEWS: On Giant's 
Shoulders. Astronomer 
Royal Professor Sir Mar- 
tin Rees and science 
writer John Gnbbin 
explain why Sir Isaac 
Newtons legacy is so 
important and now his 
genius has shaped the 
history of modem sci- 
ence Presented by 
Mehryn Bragg. (R) 

9.30 Analyse Do Par- 
ents Matter 1 ? The Gov- 
ernment wants parents 
to take more responstoi- 
ity for their children's 
behaviour. But recent 
research suggests a 
childs personality is 
shaped most by genet* 
ics and the influence of 
other youngsters. So 
what difference does 
good parenting make? 
Presented by Frances 
Caimcross 

104)0 NEWS; The 
Westminster Hour. 
Andrew Rawnsfey pre- 
sents the political head- 
lines of the next week, 
live from Westmmstar. 
Including 10.45 Now that 
Hstory Hasn't Ended. 


Four talks by pofttical 
— _ JpWosophQi 
John Gray about the 


writer and 


end of the 20 th century 
and the world we Sve in 
now. 2: ‘The Free Mar- 
ket versus Bourgeois 
Lrfe’. 

1 LOO NEWS: The 
Learning Curve Libby 
Purves with the guide to 
the world of learning 
with practical advice 
features and your views 
1130 Something Under- 
stood. 

124H) News 
1245 Diaries of Today. 
12-30 The Late Story: 
The Other Woman. 
12A3 Shipping Fore- 
cast. 

LOO As World Service 
54J0 world News 
5435 Shtopfaa Forecast 
5-40 Inshore Forecast 
5-45 Prayer tor the Day. 
5.47 - 64)0 Farming 
Today. 

Radio 4 LW 

(198kHz ) 

124)0 - 124)4 News 
HeadSnes; Shipping 
Forecast 84)0 ■ 104)0 
Open University. 

Radio 5 Live 

(893 909kHz MW ) 

6.00 Brief Lives 
6430 Breakfast with 
Andrew NeiL 
94)0 Sports Week. 

MLOO Hayes on Sunday. 
124)0 The Footbafl 

Business. 

12^0 The Media Show: 
tOO Sunday Sport 
64)0 The Scottish Pre- 
mier League. 

8MJ News Extra 
Susan Bookbinder wtth 

the news and business 
round-up. 

8-30 Brief Lives. 5 
Lives obituary column. 
94)0 Daftyn Worldwide. 
Richard Daftyn with in- 
depth news and the sto- 
nes that matter from 
around the world 
9430 Out This Week. 

The lesbian ana gay 

newsmagazine. 


HLOO Late Night Currie 
Edwina Currie discusses 
the weekend's bh 
Issues Phone 
909693. Plus a fiil news 
briefing at TLOOt 
LOO Op All 


5.00 • 64)0 

Classic FM 

(10Q0-1019MHZ FM ) 
64)0 Sarah Lucas 
94)0 Classic Romance. 

12.00 Across the 
Threshold with David 
Meflor. 24)0 Alan Mann. 
44)0 Margaret Howard. 
64M) Countdown lop 
Ten. 74)0 Smooth Clas- 
sics at Seven. 94)0 
Sunday fifight at the 

tLOO Michael 


sppfa. LOO Evening 


Ope 

M ap 

Concert 3.00 
Mark Griffiths. • 

Virgin Radio 

ft2lC 1t97-1260kHz MW 
1058MHz FM) 

64)0 Mark Forrest 
104)0 Danny Baker. 
LOO ISfick Abbot 44)0 
Janey Lee Graca 7.30 
Harriet Scott / AM from 

645 Janey Lee Graca 
10.00 James Merritt 
LOO Steve Power. 4.30 
- 6430 Richard Aten. 

Worfd Service 
Radio 

(198kHz LW ) 

LOO The World Today. 
130 Marxian (Feature). 
24)0 The World Today. 
24)0 Pick of the World. 
34)0 The World Today. 
3.20 Sports Roundup. 
3-30 Global Business. 
44)0 - 74)0 The World 
Today (400-700). 

Talk Radio 
64K) Paul Ross. 104)0 
Derek Draper and Peter 
Ffitohena 124)0 Russell 
Grant 34)0 Nicky 
Homes Access Aft Year. 
64)0 Let's Talk Comedy 
with Don McLeary and 
Sanfeev Cohfi. 8.00 
Cheating Hearts with 
Jayne Irving. 1Q4M 
James Whale LOO • 
64H) Mke Dickln 


SATELLITE &. CABLE 


6-do Ferrmea Fatales 
(42957) 74)0 The Good 
Old Bcws (095) (48204) 
94X) The Swan Prfaceas 
the Secret of the Castle 
1030 



12M HoQywood 

_ LOO The 

Good Old Boys (©95) 
(58957)34)0 The Swan 
PrfaC 8 es: the Secret of the 
Castle (1987) (63421) 54W 

Movie (1997) 

94)0 Barry Nor- 
manSs! „ .. 

9l 30 rm Losfag You (fe9a 
p€63K>) tl45 Coxage un- 
der Fire (199Q (83804^ 
140 Last Dance (096) 
(8gS28ffi. g- 54 - BJOO 

the Centiry (S96) 
P29H342) 

Sky Moviettax 
64)0 Buck and the Magic 

Bracelet (®97) 

84)0 Cosmic r 

104)0 The I 
.(19439(95315) 

[to Win 
200 Mr 



llfri 

Opus (1995) (275613) 

’ Cinema 

'Business" 

39) 1245 

' (®5D) fH7B59^ 

245 Rebecca* (S40) 

(■ 4jo Contra- 
9J4G38773) 
:1crwn* (1947) 




(1945) (085391^. 
sjsoCkisa 

FBmFowr 

600 Forty Guns" (857) 


(6144570) 84M The Bated 
of little Jo (1993) (8156315) 
104)0 Ever Cow^ris Get 
the Blues (©94) 

1L40 PofatBre 

145 

■ Face (19929 

3X5-6X0 
i* (16T12006). 






. 5*30 

; and Autcmobdss 
. 64)0 Guide to 
74)0 Su- 
. 730' 

aofl I Man of the 

Wd Rtd^ (69^37) 

104)0 Hgh Wire 

114)0 Extreme 
124)0 

too 

ZJOO Oase. 

Sky One 
64)0 Hoir of Power 

74)0 What a Mess 
7.30 Street Sharks 
8X0 Orson and 

aaoite- 

Alan Fight- 
ers (62599) ! " 

9u30 


LOO 



124)0 

' * 1 v 

1X0 

Sport (69599) 24)0 
Supertxxrts Mancr» v Ar- 
qugfa (94773) 34X) Wri>- 
Sedor, v Aston Vila 

64)0 Scottish 
Motherwe* v Ceifc 
84*0 Rxjfoai 
Ffevtew (T73T5). 
Spanish FoatbeS 
~ 1L30 Footbal 
Wntoledon v Aston 
14)0 Sootfeh 
Motherwel v Celtic 
(27025) ZJOO CJosa. 

Sky Siorts 2 
64K> Sports Unfcnted 
74)0 Aerobics 
730 Extreme 

AM 

Soccer '(1327889) ILOO 
OnWted ^48086) 



(1J53131; 
Cole (7fi 


l) TLOO Mkfaael 
(761611^.124)0 





tooed 




Dream lean i 
Wrosfflngl 
KmgRi - Legend Cortfn- 
ues (796W LOO Supwr- 
men (12062) 2XM3 Beverty 
Ws, M2to (787m. 34)0 
VP (07042) 44X) Star 
Trek: Deep Space Mne 
i Star Trek: 
.8JOO 
6X0 

Sgpsorejm 74K) King 
Of the Hi (7889) 7.30 3rd 
Rock from Sun (7318) SXW 
Earth - Final Conflict 
( 484211 9J00 XFftes 
059577 . 104)0 Naked fa 
Vfestrvtster G8044) ILDO 
South Paric (2^66) H30 
Forever Krt^it (60068) 
iZJSO -fetes from Crypt 
ttOSSAlMSkfatirns 
(41009.24)0 • ZOO Long 
Play (968846S}. 

Sky Sports 1 
64)0 : 

6JD ftjgter Untori > . 

7) BJOO Aerobics 

,«SSo F §5* gh ' 


7-30 Snow 
0947860)84)0 FocdGoK 
USA (16435m TLOO Max 
PbWBT »093®i) 124K) 
Sports UhSmited (4009990) 
LOO & 10 W Show 

130 Triathlon 
230 Close. 

Sky Sports 3 
1L30Futu wjr^ 

&»S^^^S*54)0 

Triathlon 67837979. 64N) 

1 World 

ZOO Snooker 
104)0 World 





Speed Skating (88063) 
104)0 Sports c enfce 
(687069 1M5 Speed 


'• The Good Life 
~195) Z45 To the 
Bon (7051537). 
Foote ana Hore- 

1)94)5 Black 

the Third pate: 

9^5 Black Adder the 
(3421228) 1CL25 Auf 
Wiedersehen. Pet 
(29420228) TL3Q Whatev- 

«■ ifeppened to the Lately 
Lads? (3001880) 1240 
FWy Wbx Meefe_ Goidte 
Lfewn (1Bt999CM2^0 
Pnde md Prejudice 

1 kinder . 
v ZJOO - ZOO 
1(6134716) 

Living 

IVw and Crew 

LZOJotnson 
(83483266) 
YBaurusand 

PNbertltefiOg 

g49»ra«LafiPbkaDot 

Shorts (B4991044) ZOO 
Practical Panantin 

74)5 l 

7X0 

and Friends 
7X5 Practical 
ea 5 rr l»M 8 *M 0 

6L25 
6^0 

and 

Practical L 

v.„ 94)5 Carit 
WontCcx* 

&40 Mchael 

-—^.^ 402) 10^0 

&J»^geOmr*ua 

1230 LA Law 
^752957)34)0 


TNT 

94)0 Gettysburg (1993) 
(44883761) 1L30 Three 
Godfathers (1948) 
(68305179) 130 Above 
and Beyond* (1952) 
(4646532) 330 The Day 
They Robbed the Bank of 
England* (1960) (16767W) 
5uOO Ctosa 

Paramount Comedy 
Channel 

ZOO Jemy (5501) 730 
Grace under Fire (7112) 
84)0 Blen (6T79) 830 
NewsratSo 6606 ) 94)0 
Cheers (66353) 930 
Cheers (71334) 104)0 Taxi 

TLOO Seinfeld 

1130 The Larry 
>Show (B057G) 
124)0 Duckman (77735) 
1230 Wa Know Where 
You Live (30716) LOO 
Comedy Store (KJtW) 130 
Cfab Ctass ^ 7193 ) 24)0 

Dr Katz (435SI) 230 Tfos 
and Ffas (39358) 34)0 
Hghtstand (30838) 330 
Abbott &Costeto (53938) 

44)0 Ctosa 
Granada Plus 
64)0 Jason King 
(6687634) ZOO Boatsie 
ate Srxidge (8674773) 

730 Thatti My Boy 
(3693808) 8-00 Wachfag 
(4734501) 8.30 Dharma 
and Greg (313042) ftoo 
Derr^say and Mak^jBaoe 
&349421) KLOO Behind 

WJO HoriSewiS^e 
(17waaiLOO-nieRe- 
fam of Sh erlock ftofaws 
(3679228) 1230 The PtO- 
fesakfaals (7122006). IjOO 
Love and Marriage 
£673044) 130 Pleasa Slri 
■ 24)0 Poirot 



FULL 7-DAY TV AND RADIO LISTINGS APPEAR IN THE INFORMATION 




Jerry Springer Double BH 


Oas^c CoronaBor 
Otrtws (70207tf 
Dharma and Greg 
(4090089)84)0? 
(205CTB) 94M> 77 
sferwfe PB7763) 

The Odd Cajple (| 

■W^OHogarfeHt 
(3270095) tLOO i 

Granada Man & M 

(7219889)24)0' 
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SATELLITE TV RADIO/31 


Saturday Radio 


RADIO 1 

(97B-998MHz FM ) 

740 Mark Goocfior. tOvOO GWs 
Moylea 140 Emma a 340 Rado 
Ik R W B Chart 540 Judge -infae 
TOO Danny Rampling - Lovegraove 
Dance Party. 940 Vfestwood « Ra- 
dtol Rap Show 1240 Radol 
Reggae DancshaB Nrte. 2.00 Essen- 
tial Mfx on Tour 440 - 640 Annie 
t4ghtingale. . 

RADIO 2 

(88'9CL2MHz FM ) 

6j00 Mo Dutfa 845 Brian 
Matthew. 1040 Steve Wright’s Sat- 
urday Show. 140 The Smith Lec- 
tures 130 The Newty Discovered 
Casebook of Sherlock Holmes. 240 
Alan Freeman. 340 Johnnie Walker. 
5-30 Paul GambacctnL 740 Jori 
MtcheD - Both Sides Now. See Pick 
of the Day. 840 The Corrs to Con- 
cert 840 Suzi Quatro: Ftockirf with 
Suzi Q 1040 Bob Harris. 140 
Lynn Parsons 440 - 740 Mo Dut- 
ta 


Pick of the day 


BERNARD WILLIAMS, the 
distinguished philosopher; 
discusses his enthusiasm for 
classical music in Private 
Passions (12noon R3), an 
interest that puts him in the 
company of Schopenhauer an d 
Nietzsche (“an extremely bad 
composer”). His choices include 
Mozart, Elgar; Bach and Berg. 

In Joni Mitchell - Both Sides 
Now (7pm R2), the singer- 


songwriter (right) recalls some 
formative musical experiences 
in Canada and a career that 
has easfy spanned four decades. 

Graham VSdfc new production 
of Schoenberg’s unfinished 
opera Moses and Aaron is 
broadcast tonight from the New 
York Met in Opera on 3 (640pm 
R3). Philip Langridge and John 
Ibmlinson tai«> the leads. 

Dominic Cavendish 



^“r Tjij, 


RADIO 3 

(9Q2-924MHZ FM ) 

640 On Ac 
940 CD Review 

■ 1240 Private Passions. See Pick of 

w the Day. 

140 The Radio 3 Lunchtime Con- 
cert The seventh of 12 piano recitals 
te given by priza-winrw^ British pi- 
anist Loot McCawtey Mozart Piano 
Sonata in E flat. K282. Chopin: Four 
Impromptus: in A fiat Op 29; to F 
sharp, Op 36; to G flat. Op 51; to C 
sharp minor, Op 66 (Rmtaisie-tm- 
promptu* Scriabin: Five Preludes, 

Op 16: Piano Sonata No 4 in F 
sharp. (R) 

240 Best of 3. 

340 Yomg Artists' Forum. 

440 The Secrete of Orchestration. 
540 Jazz Record Requests 
640 Jazz Century. 

640 Opera on 3 In Graham Vick's 
new production, Schoenbergs opera 
of confSct among the ancient Israefites 
receives its fret ever staging at the 
New Vbrk Met British stogers star to 
the title notes of foe two brothers who 
agree on the end - the unity of the hu- 
man race with God'S pizpose - but fal 
out violently over the means of achiev- 
ing it llie thfrl mah force in the 
opera b the Jewish people tham- 

M selves, personified in some of 
Schoenbergs most asfonishtog music 
asthey are tom apart by their longrig 


for a physical representation of God. 
John Tomtoson, bass (Moses* Phflp 
Langridge, tenor (Aaron), Met Opera 
Orchestra/James Levtoa See Pick of 
the Day. 

745 The Met Opera Quiz. Martin 
Bemhesmer puts Sstenera" questions 
to Stephen A Brown, Ur da FartSe 
and Robert Marx 
7-55 Moses and Aaron, Act 2. 

940 Between the Bus. The second 
of six newty commissioned experi- 
ments to creative radtai 'Eating at 
Coopers'. By Rod Ttosort With man- 
go sauce on the wafl, a partner ater- 
gjctofood, and a mysterious 
comma chat wffl Cooper ever get 
his two stars to HersheTs restaurant 
glide? With Anton Lesser, BeSnda 
Sinclair, Cathy Sara and Simon 
Carter. Music by Rod TInson. 

9-45 Raphael Walfisch. Ceflo recital, 
with John Vbrk (piano). Beethoven: 
Variations on Bn Madchen odw 
Weto chert’, op 66. Rave* arr Waff- 
fisch: KadcSsch (Deux mekxfies he- 
braiques). Chausson, arr\brk: Le 
cofibri, Op 2 No 7. Debussy arr 
Grechaninov: Beau soc Joaquin Nto: 
Chants cfEspa^ta Beethoven: Varia- 
tions on Mozarts Dei Mannem, 
weiche Liebe fitoten', WoO 46, (R) 
1030 Lister Orchestra. Conductor 
Andrew Mogrefa, Ffeter Lawson (pi- 
ano* Hindemith: Overture 'Cupid and 
Psyche’. Alan Rawsthome: Piano 
Concerto No 1 Wfei: Symphony No 2. 
1130 Jazz on a 
140 - 640 Through the Mght 

RADIO 4 

(924-946MHZFM) 

640 News Briefing 
645 Sports Desk. 


630 Open Country. 

647 Weather. 

740 Today. 

940 Home Truths. 

1040 NEWS; Loose Ends: 

HOO NEWS; Food Programme: 
1140 From Our Own Correspon- 
dent 

1240 NEWS; Money Box. 

1230 The Sunday Format 
12-55 Weather. 

140 News. 

135 Any Questions?. 

240 NEWS; Any Answers? 0870 
0100444. 

240 Descendants 

340 NEWS; The Saturday Play: 

Lack at Moral Fibre. 

440 NEWS; Weekend Womans 
Hout 

540 Saturday PM 
540 Talking Pictures: 

544 Shipping Forecast 
547 Weather. 

640 Six OOock News: 

635 Live from London. 

740 NEWS; Saturday Review 
745 Heavenly Thou^rts. 1 -.'Staring 
into Space 1 . In the first of three pro- 
grammes, astrophysicist Jocelyn Bel 
Bumel, one of only few -female pro- 
fessors of physics in the country, 
tatks about why she became an as- 
tronomer, the excitements of 
stargazing, and her groundbreaking 
rfscovery of a new type of star 
known as a puisac (R) 

840 NEWS; The Archive Hour 
Charles Dickens. Professor Chris 
E5gsby examines the changing face 
of Dickered inverse, probably the 
most adapted and adaptable writer 
in the English language. With ex- 


tracts from ratio, fim and musicals. 
940 NEWS; The Classic Serial: 
Joseph Andrews Henry FiekSngS 
comic masterpiece, dramatised by 
Dominic Power, is a riotous journey 
through the morals and manners of 
high and low society 2: Joseph and 
his friend Parson Adams are at the 
mercy of the Tow-Wouses until they 
can find soma money. Meanwhle, 
Fanny sets out in search of .Joseph. 
With Ngrman Rodway Matthew Duv 
star, and Gabriele Drake. Director 
Michael Fax. Dramatised by Domhic 
Power Director Mchael Foe 
1040 News arid Weather. 

1035 The Moral Maza Michael 
Buerk and negtiars Janet Daley, 
David Starkey, Ian Hargreaves and 
David Cook investigate the moral 
questions behind the weeks news. 
1140 NEWS; Airs of England In the 
second of a four-part series, Richard 
Cotes explores the diverse sounds of 
Victorian English music: “Fairies in 
the Garden 1 . This week he tafcs to 
harpist ESzabeth Jane BaJdry who 
has recreated the fary music that 
became the pop music of the day 
enjoyed In the parlours of the newty 
rich middle classes and In the royal 
court of Queen Victoria herself. 

1130 Parkes and Gardena (R) 
1240 News. 

1225 Experimental Feature: The 
Way Home. (R) 

1240 Late Story: Painting Juliet 
1248 Shaping Forecast 
140 As Wbrid Servtca 
540 World News. 

545 Shipping Forecast 
540 Inshore Forecast 
540 - 640 BeSs on Sunday 


Satellite and Cable 




SKY PROBER 

64)0 Harriet the Spy 0996) (8^27)840 
Mxmg Shartock Holmes (S85) (B88iZ* 
10.00 Tha Boy from Merctry (1996) 
(57952* T2JOO First DoNo Harm (1997) , 
(21223). 2ZJD Hwri9t0»SpY(»96} j '^2 

(1998) (21372* 740 prevlaw (1567* 840 
White Maria Burden (1995) (9 0204 * 1040 
Conspiracy Theory (1997) {WTT7310* See 
Pick of the Day. 12JS Working (Sri (1988) 
(233860). 230 Fear (1996) (124860*340 
- 6LOO Swrtmrrihg with Sharks (094) 
(73411044* 


PICK OF THE DAY 


SKY MOVIE MAX 

740 Movie Magic £8865* 740 Action 
Heroes (5480662* 835 UK Top Ten 
(2807240* 940 Spiceworld the Movie 
(1997) (20594* 1140 TWO Much (1996) 
(97488* 140 Movie Magic (57136* 140 
Action Heroes (9199020* 235 UK Top 
Ten (2237730* 340 Farewel to the 
Planet of the Apes (®W) (12846* 540 
Two Much (1996) (0643* 740 Spice- 
worid the Mcwte (1997) (38001* 040 
Wigstock: The Movie (1995) (98522933* 
1045 WM at Heart (f990) (85994594* 
12X5 Breaking the Waves (IMS) 
(33418957* 345 - 640 Knights (092) 
(68830247* 

SKY CINEMA 

1140 Deddy Long Legs (055) 

<32705914* 135 The Black Arrow (194€9 
<4783806* 340 House c* Seven Gattes 
(040) (2669240* 440 The Lineup (1958) 
(406001* 640 Seven Days to May (064) 
(1784001* «40 Cleopatra (063) 

(8527488* 1240 The Strange Affair of 
Uncle Harry (1945) (78168711* 145 Heat 
and Oust (063) (62730599* 3^0 The Di- 
rectors (9488421* 4-40 The Black Room 
(035) (54189605* 5L45 Ckwa 
FILUFOUR 

640 Joixney to the Center of the Earth 
(059) (M 67 T 372 * 830 The Pope Must Die 
(091) (88098952* &45 Pact (5479285* 
1040 Bflnk (094) (6477681* 1L45 Ages 
□t Ldu (090) (3388001* 140 Dortt Look 
KNOW (073) (6623605* 330 - 640 
PBarcetona (094) <36697060* 
DISCOVERY CHANNEL 
440 FKghtpaih (630906* 540 Certray 
of warfare (4357914* 640 The Certify 
Of Warfare (25T7B12* 740 Super Stmc- 
tures (B928681* 840 Chasers oTfoma- 
do Aley (6904001* 040 Mternl Swat 
(pffire&S* 1040 Forendc Detectives 

(6927952* HOO Century of Wfarfare 
(94094861* 1240 The Century of Wfar- 


! BtfXftiE Five JJafimis 

I wereWntiiig 

off Scotland as near-certainties 
for the wooden spoon. However; 

I an inspired victory over Wales 
at Murrayfield a fortnight ago 
has changed those predictions. 
Now, today’s match - England vs 
Scotland (L30pm Sky Sports 2) 
- does not look such a foregone 
conclusion. All the same, you 
would still expect England’s 
titanic pack, led by captain 
Lawrence DaDaglio and lock 


Martin Johnson, to he victorious 

on a I grotirixT 

have not won since 1983. 

Since the death of John F 
Kennedy, Americans life nothing 
more than a conspiracy theory. 
This makes a neat starting-point 
for Conspiracy ’Hjeory (I Opm 
Sky Premier), a superior thriller 
in which paranoid New York 
cab driver Mel Gibson (right) 
becomes enmeshed in a web 
of intrigue. 

James Hampton 



Parenting (4814488*840 Poka Dot 
Shorts <*)40&4€* 830 Tiny and Crew *98 
0434730* 835 Happy Birthday (1038001* 
845 Babakxis (1439285* 840 Cafeou 
(8700001* 845 Tny and Crew ^073407* 
840 Practical Parenting (730408* 945 
QpTO Cook. Wbnft Cook £725049* 945 
Ready Steady Cook (H9A6S* 1030 
Maury Povfch (5355204* 1140 Living Is- 
sues (9712285* 1140 The Roseame 
Show- HlgMgWs (971391^. 1240 Enter- 
tatomentNowl ^731285* 1240 LA Law 
Omnibus (4785285* 340 FBm: Beloved 
Irfldel (1953) (3916240* 540 Animal Res- 
cue (3025049* 640 FBm: For the Love 
Of Nancy (1994) (1782843* 840 Aly 
MiSeal (1783372* 8uOO Jerry Sprtiger 
Dotofe B3 (179375^. 1140 fcichael Cole 
(7649440* 1240 Ctosa 


fare (8923150* 140 Vfeapons of War 
(7373957* 240^ Close. . 

SKY ONE 

740 What a Mess (30469* 740 Street 
Sherks $12204* 840 The Adventures of 
Sttad (10827* 940 The Sknpsons 
(Z7846* 940 Garfield and Friends 
(8T77H* 1040 The Best of the Chris 
Evans Show (48488* HOO Wbrid 
Wresting Federation Live Wire (519S2* 
1240 World WtestBng Federation Shot 
Gun (44001* too The New Adventures of 
Superman (60049* 240 Americas 
Dumbest Criminals (2694* 240 Ameri- 
can Dumbest Crimtoafa (S204* 340 
Gtdtyl (73049* 440 Star Trek: Deep 
Space Nhe (52558* 540 Star Trek: Nfay- 
^er (3001* 640 Xena - Warrior Princess 
(40285* 740 VP (87730* 840 JAG 
(5503a* 940 Am: Sky One Special 
Feature: Bniskar (1980) (38483^. 1130 
Beat the Crusher (5983C* 1240 Showbiz 
WseWy (48131*140 The Big Easy 
(99063* 240 Fro (66957* 340 - 640 
Long Ptey (5453062* 

SKY SPORTS 1 

640 Hold the Beck Page (32914* 740 
Sky Sports Centre (5tt90* 840 Aerobics 
- Oz Style (99682* 840 Racing News 
(96933* 940 The Ffagby CU> (83681* 
1040 World Tenpin Bowing Masters 
(80488* HOO Max Power (93952* 1240 
Glette Soccer Saturday (5833T17* 540 

Bobby Charitorfa Footbal Scrapbook 
(8866S* 740 Budwefeer Basketbal 


^3^. 940 Saturday Fight PJght 
^26933* H20 European Tour Goff 
(696933* 240 Ford Golf USA - Mssan 
Open 0&87H9- 540 • 640 MotO-plUB 


SKY SPORTS 2 

640 Watefsporta VAxld (2658778* 740 
Aerobics - Oz Style (S093371* 740 Rac- 
ing News (3043056* 840 Soccer AM 
(2S7204* 1240 Mctorcycfing (3878407* 
100 Extreme SaKng (W43812* 140 kv 
temational Rugby Union England vs Scot- 
land (3655372* See «c* of toe Day. 540 
European Tour Golf (1652285* 840 Ford 
Goff USA - Mssan Open (1676865* HOO 
Rugby Urion Update (3989827* 1240 
Basketbal Live (3957228* 240 Saluday 
Rght Night (1475763* 540 - 640 Span- 
ish Footbal (02957C* 

SKY SPORTS 3 

1240 European Tbur Goff (B2B22t35* 
140 Motors (B7743049* 240 Snook- 
er (38187204* 540 Motopfcap7858460* 
540 Extreme Safing (8782777^.640 
Max Power (8772946S* 740 Snooker 
05190240* 1040 Spanish FbotbaS 
(92SS469* HOO Moto-plus (17105594* 
1140 Extreme SaSng (96231858* 1240 
Close 

eurosport 

740 YOZ^-Ybuth Only Zbne ■ 
(B4646* 840 Tobogganing (21681* 940 
NotflcSk&ig (94001* 1140 "tobogganing 
(B1846* 1240 Nordic SkBng (B6391* 

240 Alpine Sking (53846* 340 Terris 


(93827* 440 Swimming (73402* 540 
Tteris (5664^. 640 Ibrris (38339* 840 
Sumo (23556* 840 Speed Skattog 
(40195020* 1U5 Booting (834575* 1215 
Darts (3296841* 140 Ctosa 
UK GOLD 

740 Angels (9492*6* 740 Ne&ibours 
Omnfeus (W8Q0T17* 945 Dates Omribus 
(8Q33S56* 12J0 EastEndere Omnibus 
(T7108846* 340 The BS Omnfaus 
(38269952* 545 FMrk Betttestar Galao- 
tica (1979) {33117662* 840 Saturday 
Night Comedy: What a Carry On! 
{8569265* 845 Saturday Mght Comedy: 
Hairy Enfleto and Ctuns (5863339* 9J5 
Saturday Mght Comedy: The Thai Blue 
Line (8237846* 9-55 Saturday Mght 
Comedy: Red Dwarf V (2443440* 1045 
Sa&xday Mght Comedy: Moray Pythons 
Flying Ctrcus (2753136* 1135 Saturday 
Mght Comedy: Live at Jongleurs 
(7065391* 1140 FMn: Papflon (1973) 
(78794223* 340 -.740 Shopping with 
Screershop {6167044* 

LIVING 

840 Tiiy and Crew (37509223* 640 
Johnson and Friends (8341659 4* 64 0 
Greedysaurus and the Gang (t2597681* 
640 Thy Teles (B4944t36* 6A5 Phteert 
the Frog (84943407* 640 Polka Dot 
Shorts (84934372* 740 Practical Parent- 
tog (5683372* 745 10 plus 2 (5414575* 
740 Bedtime Stories (5603136* 745 Ba- 
batoos (5603107* TL30 Catou («72l38* 
235 Bug Alert (N78469* 255 Practical 


TNT 

940 Gettysburg t®93) (57340579* 
H40 Angeb with Dirty Faces (838) 
(68338407* 140 Torpedo Run (t958) 
(2S23131* 315 Telefbn (077) (42573782* 

540 Ctosa 


PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHANNEL 

740 Jemy (1682* 740 Grace under Fre 
(4001* 840 Elen (4010* 840 Newsradto 
(BTT7* 940 Drop the Dead Donkey 
(7342C* 940 Whose Una Is It Anyway? 
(45339* 1040 Frasier (91020* 1040 
Cheers (7W4CI* 1140 SetotekJ (S865* 
114) The Larry Senders Show (54575* 
1240 Duckman (18402* 1240 Wb 
K now Where Tbu Live (85781* 140 Com- 
edy Store p«4l* 140 Ctob Class 
(9886C* 240 Dr Katz (91518* 240 Tbs 
and Ftos (56763* 340 Mghtstand 
(71605* 340 Abbott & CostaBo ^4605* 
440 Ctosa 


GRANADA PLUS 

640 Jason King (6890962* 740 Bootsia 
and Snudge (B807001* 740 Thaft My 
Boy (8625136* 840 Vltafehtog (6934989* 
840 No Strings (1B7983C* 940 Mtesion: 
Impossfcte (53^040* 1040 The Per- 
suttfars (8615020* 1140 Man to a Suit- 
case P60S56* 1240 Ftddtere Three 
(3774468* 1240 Emmerdate (8968223). 
340 Bonanza (4331681* 440 The High 
Chaparral (4323183* 540 HawaiFive-O 
(558633* 640 The Persuaders 
(7427858* 740 Mssfcxv. knpossbie 
(405239 9* 84 0 The Return of Sherlock 
Hotmae (8757907* 940 An Audfance 
With Dame Ectoa (8852551* 1040 Ftob- 
bie Cottrana Spedal (990724C* TtOO As 
Granada Men & Motors unfl 2b0am 
(7342117*240 Ctosa 


REGIONAL TELEVISION VARIATIONS 


I BBC1 N RELAND 

As BSC1 LONDON except 4^0 

Fnal Score (7315488* 540 Northern 
Ireland Results (841064a. 540 
Score (B430407* 540 NewstirW (207750* 

BBC1 SCOTLAND 

As BBC1 LONDON except <L40 

Afternoon Sportscene 0242136* 535 
Fresh Prince of Bel Ai r (6786 440* 540 
.Reporting Scotland 

I jpportreene ■ Match of the Day (B389391* 

B8C1 WM FH 

As BBC1 LONDON except AM 

Final Score (73340 6* 445 Vteles on 
Saturday (2987778* SL50 Wate8 Tbday 


News and Sport (507020* 840 (TN 
News; Wbetond Weather (592204* 145 
The Sprayer Show ft^WS* 145 
FBm: Milder tOL TTvfier to which a 
cotege professor dsBvere a lecture to his 

students on tww to commit the perfect 
muder. The repercussions of his lesson 
are greassr than t» coiid ever have 
fmadned - he finds himself framed as the 


suspect in e vwy stoilar edma 
Broaden stars. (67228*340 Bex 


ANGLIA 

As LWT except 1240 

(91812* 145 Aiwfa News and Vfeather 
(52605010* 240 Champtora o«f» 

Future (62837020* 240 FBm: TheTrial 

of the toaedUe HUc FBetore-tongto 
outing for the saenfert whose ater egois 
a gigantic green monster. ArrestedatBra 
shooting toddert, David Banner battfas to 
dear hte name^ caBng on hteown ^ 

actraortfcieTV powers and those a ™nd 
tawT«r who also has a - 

as the superheroh: Daredevil ^ Baby; 

Lou ftrrigw star (7T8W469* 5^0 Angla 


Office America (0OOOB28* 345 WDrid 
Focflball (98228*445 CD UK M512402* 
SAQ nv Mgntscreen (4800995* 

CENTRAL 

As LWT except 1240 Premiere 
(91812* 145 Central News and Wfeelher 
(52605010* 2- 20 Fftn: Marooned 
(82314594 5-40 Central News, Weather 
and Goals Extra (507020* 8-40 ITN 
News; National Lottery Update: Wferthw 
£92204* 4 JO Jobfinder (2015179* 540 
Asia (25095* 

HTY “**i PS 

As LWT aot cap t 1240 Movies, 
(2B1759* 340 Team Krighl Rider 


(2104643* 5L40 HTV Vfeles News and 
Sport (507020* 145 The Jerry Springer 
Show (1895889* V45 Flm: Murder 101 
(157228* 340 Box Office America 
feooot^ffl: X45 World Riotbaf ^8228* 
4J5 CD UK (45124023. 530 iTV 
Mghbcneen (4800995* 

HTY WEST 

As HTV Wales except 1240 

Sportsweek (91813. 140 ITN News; 
Weather (47750169* 240 Modes, Games 
and Videos (62837020* 240 Pirate TV 
{5983882* 340 Dtooeaus (6806391* 
540 HTV West News and Sipart 
£507020* 840 ITN News Heacfltoes; 
NatiorfaTWB&ther <582204* 

MERBMAN 

As LWT ex ce pt fctso Pier Pressue 
stBfZi. 145 MeASan News and Wsatiur 
§2605013. 240 Videotech Bril Winners 
Special (62837020* 240 FHm: Cheaper 
bf the Dozen. An efficiency expert and 
hs wife must run thek Ives wtm 
mathematical precision in order to look 
after their twelve chfefrBn. This fact-based 
comedy heights many famiy 
edverauee end heanwtenring toctoentA 


145 The Jerry Springer Show (095889* 
145 FBm: Murder 101 (157228*340 
Box Office America (60001226* 3^5 
World FootbaB ( 33228 ) 4A3 CD UK 
(4SBW2* 5J0 ITV Mghtscreen 
(4800995* 

W EST CO U NTBY 

As LWT except 1240 Movies, 

Games and Videos (91812* 145 
Wtestcountry News (52605010* 240 
Fkn: Scaramouche (62314594* 540 
Wbstoountry News (507020* 8^0 ITN 
News; Weekend Weather {5S22D4* 145 
"Die Jerry Springer Show (1B95089* tAS 
Flm: Murder 101 (J5722B* 340 Box 
Office America (80001223* 3^5 World 
Football '(98228* 4J5 CO UK (4512402* 
530 rrvMghtscreen (4800995* 
YORK5HRE 

As LWT except 1240 Dinosaurs 
(91812* 145 Calendar News and Weather 
(50605010* MO Calendar News and 

Weather (296643* 5^43 Goats Extra 
(52233S* 8^40 News; Weather £02204* 

TYNE TEES 

As Yorkshire «HC*pt 145 North 
East News and Vteather (52605010*540 
North East News and Weather P96843* 
5LA5 RjflUme (522339* 


CWton Vtebb: Myma Loy stan (7*59468* 
-540 Meridian News end Vlfeather 
ptP02£^ 840 News; Weather <592204* 


SAC 

As ChSnnel 4 excepts 140 Fntoi: 
The Mark of Zbrro (62454407* 240 
Ryctol: Pencampwnaeih y Pun Gwfad 
B99 (73304933* 445 Newydcton 
(B48ffi049*5i5 F»n: Gui Fisy. Wild 
west adwntue about a ranchert search 
for a ruthless and violent outlaw who has 

kidnapped his fiancee. Joining forces with 
the outianfe embittered ex-partner, the 
rancher sets off to pinulL He soon finds 
Nmarif covering most of Arizona. 
(43545391* 645 Marti Gras (35112310* 
745 Newy ddtan a Chwaraeon 
(98994778* 840 Hywd y Noson Lawen 
(39365533* 940 0 Flaen Dy Lygald 
(48260989* 1040 The Last bars of the 
Board (45010466* «40 Boogie Nights to 
Subutea (22694952* 1245 Don't Ux* 
Now (98955624* 1240 Fim: EvD Deal L 
Gross coptic honor tale about a couple 
who aocidantaly sunmon up an evi force 
whan they ventre to a remote tog cabin 
to the woods. Forced to decapitate Ns 
possessed ptefriona the man ftods hb 
escape blotted and he must battle not 
only the evD force and a kffler hand, but 
hb sweethearts undead body as wei. 
(45468402*155 FBm: Zoffltie Ftesh 
Eaten G7T25688L 3-55 4 Later HD 
Stre« BiUds (KKKTTS* 445 Ctosa 


Independent Pursuits 


RADIO 4 LW 

(198kHz) 

<240 - 1244 News Headnes; 
Shipping Rxecast 

RADIO 5 LIVE 

<693, 909kHz MW) 

600 Dirty Tackle. 

630 Breakfast 
9-00 Chies or Saturday. 

1140 Move ft 

TL30 VbLrtB Not Singing Any More 
12.00 SptxtscaR. 

140 Sport on & 

646 Ssx-O-Six. 

840 Dafiyn UK. Richard Daflyn with 
news from around the UK Indudng 
the National Lottery Draw. 

940 The Treatment Stuart Maconie 
and guests with their own take on 
the week’s big stories. 

1040 Late N^Tt Currie. 

140 Up AS Mght 
540 - 640 Momfog Reports. 
QLASSfC FM 
(10QO-Kn9MHz FM ) 

640 Sarah Lucas. 840 Count- 
down. 1140 Masters of Their Art 
1240 M3ce Read. 340 Margaret 
Howard. 640 Classic FM at the 
Movies. 740 Smooth Classics at 
Seven. 940 Opera Gftida 1040 
The Classic Quiz. 1240 Midnight 
Music: 240 Evening Concert 440 
- 640 Sunday Start 
VHfGflf RADIO 

(1215: 1197-1260kHz MW 1058MHz FM) 
640 Richard ABea 940 Harriet 
Scott 1240 Classic Countdown 
with Russ Wfiams. 240 Rock and 
Ro* Footbal 540 Wheets of Steal 
1040 Janey Lee Grace. 240 - 
640 Steve Power. 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(198kHz LW) 

140 Newsdesk. 130 Best on 
Record 240 The Wforld Today. 

240 Agenda. 340 The World To- 
day. 335 Sports Roundup 340 
World Business Review. 845 Letter 
from America 440 The Wbrid To- 
day. 440 Omnfous. 540 The World 
Today. 540 - 640 Women Who 
Dared to Speak. 

TALK RADIO 

640 OK to Talk. 640 Danny Bak- 
erfc Morrirg Edition 1240 Tom 
Watt 240 The SportZbne 545 505 
with Gary Newborn and Tom Watt 
740 Nancy Roberts. 1040 Dave 
Barretts Phone-in with the Mkfry^it 
Psychic: 240 • 640 Mice Dtekin. 


Chess 

JON SPEELMAN 


just over a we^. ago. I mooted the 
unfortunately utterly impracticable 
solution of a match tournament to 
solve the current impasse over the 
world championship (s). 

My idea was to include Kas- 
pann; Anand, Shirov and the \rinner 
of the next Fide knockout world 
championship: though I didn’t add 
that if one of the latter two won the 
Fide event - Kasparov undoubtedly 
won't play - then you could chuck 
in Kramnik, for example, too. 

Less than three weeks after the 
end of Wrjk aan Zee, the heavy 
guns are in action again in the an- 
nual tournament in Linares in the 
south of Spain. This splendid event, 
which starts today and runs till 12 
March, is an eight-player double 
rounder inducting all of the above 
; apart from Alexei Shirov. There’s a 
good reason for this though, since 
Senor Rentero, the perennial organ- 
ises who was unfortunately involved 
in a bad car crash last year but is 
now said to be recovering, was one 
of the mainstays of Kasparov’s now 
collapsed World Chess Council 
(WCC) : the organisation that has 
signally failed to deliver a Kas- 
parov vs Shirov match. 

Apart from Kasparov, Anand and 
Kramnik, there are Ivanchuk, Svid- 
ler, Michael Adams. Topalov, and 
Peter Leko. Basically with a couple 
of other exceptions, this is the top 
of the rating list* and it’s reported 
that Nigel Short is most unlucky in 
that in the first incorrect version 
which appeared Leko was rated 
2.711; and by the time Leko’s rating 
it had been corrected to 2,694, he’d 
already received an invitation and 
accepted it 

But for all the accursed politics. 
Linares should be another won- 
derful event FbHowing his sparkling 
display in Wijk, Kasparov must start 


as slight favourite; but it’ll be most 
interesting to see how much, both 
emotionally and in terms of his 
opening arsenal, Wijk has taken out 
of him. Presumably Anand is sec- 
ond, but you also shouldn't dis- 
count Kramnik if he gets going. 

Here is a delightfully dean win 
from last year’s event 

In the opening Black normally 
plays 10 ...Nc6 en route to b4. The 
doubled pawns after 12 gxf4 aren't 
a weakness, since they help to con- 
trol the centre. Svidler tried to 
equalise simply with 13 ...Bxfi?! but 
he could never free himself with ...c5 
-eg if 15 ..45? 16 dxc5 Bxc5 n Bc6 
wins - and Kramnik got total 
controL 

Kramnik broke through with the 
highly energetic 18 e-land 19 d5! and 
after the splendid pawn sacrifice 23 
Nd4 the knight reached the ideal c6 
square effectively ending matters- 
SvkDer couldn't refuse the pawn with 
23 .. .C5 in view of 24 Nf5. 

Svidler tried to bail out with 25 
...RxcS and 27 ...Qxea so that if 28 
Rxh4?? Qg5+ but 28 Bd7! won a fur- 
ther piece. 


White: Vladimir Kramnik 
Black: Peter Svidler 
Ca talan Opening 


1 Nf3Nf6 

16 Racl Qd6 

2o4 e6 

17 Ne2 

3g3d5 

18 e4! Qd7 

4 d4 Be7 

19 d5! exd5 

5 Bg2 0-0 

20e5Ne8 

6 0-0 dxci 

21 Rxd5 Qh3 

7Qc2a6 

22 Bg2 Qh4 

8Qxc4b5 

23 Nd4! Qxf4 

9 Qc2 Bb7 

24 Nc6 Bh4 

10 Bf4 Nd5 

25 Rcdl! Rb6 

11 Nc3 Nxf4 

26 H5d4 Rxc6 

12grf4Nd7 

27 Bxc6 Qxe5 

13 Rfdl Bx£3?! 

28 Bd7 Rd8 

14 BxD Rb8 

29 Rxh4 1-0 

15e3NfB 



Bridge 

ALAN HlRON 


SIX-FIVE DISTRIBUTIONS are 
always exciting and West looked 
forward to the auction on this deal 
Was there a slam on for his side, he 
speculated, or would he be reduced 
to an unusual no-trump overcall at 
some level? He was in for a disap- 
pointment (he took his harp to the 
party, but...) foe after a pass by 
North, his partner opened Three 
Hearts and South overcalled with 
Four Spades. (Three no-trumps 
would have been my nap selection 
- I would have been prepared to 
forgo the 100 for honours.) 

This was frustrating for West - 
he passed and ted a tramp against 
Flour Spades. Now declarer was 
faced with at least four losers. 
Apparently West held no hearts to 
lead and so the king of hearts might 
be a trick, but there was no entry 
to dummy. Furthermore, the ace of 
clubs seemed sure to be with West 

There was, however; the chance 
of compelling West to give dummy 
the lead. South drew a second 
round of trumps and followed with 
the king of dubs from hand. W»st 
took his ace and cashed the queen 
but was now in some difficulty. 
Another dub would allow South to 
discard a diamond and play hearts 
from the table, so West tried a smaD 
diamond. The ten was covered by 
the queen and ace, but now an- 


Game all; dealer North 
North 

♦ 42 
<?6532 
OJ 10 4 
♦J 9 63 

t East 


West East 

♦ 75 ^108 

Vnone S7AQJ9 8 74 

OK.97632 0Q5 

♦A Q 10 7 2 *84 

South 

♦AKQJ963 
S?K10 
0A8 ‘ 

♦ K5 


other diamond finished West. What- 
ever he led. South was able to dis- 
card both of his losing hearts. 

Can you come to West’s rescue? 
No, not in the bidding - he could 
hardly be criticised. But after he 
had cashed the queen of clubs and 
had been reduced to leading dia- 
monds, the king would have been a 
far better proposition than a low 
one. If declarer ducks. West has a 
safe diamond exit to South’s now 
bare ace. And if South wins and 
plays another diamond, it is East 
who gains the lead and can cash the 
ace of hearts for the setting trick. 


concise Crossword 


No4)851 Saturday 20 February 





I Newspapers (5) 

4 Each (6) 

9 Normal (7) 

10 Principal (5) 

II Shopping precinct (4) 

12 Fruit (7) 

13 Frozen water (3) 

14 Surface film on liquid (4) 
16 Second-hand (4) 

18 Seed (3) 

20 Smack (7) 

21 Comfort (4) 

24 Have being (5) 

25 Slaughter ^7) 

26 Singing voice (6) 

27 Ughl-headed (5) 


DOWN 

1 Cent 


1 Central American coun- 
try (6) . 

2 Praise (5) 

3 Painful (4) 

5 Tonic (4-2-2) 

6 Lover of good food and 
wine (7) 

7 Decadent (6} 

8 Quench (5) 

13 Undying (8) 

15 Communion cup (7) 

17 Result (6) 

18 Cost (5) 

19 Salad plant (6) 

22 Grant (5) 

23 Self-righteous individual 
(4) 


Solution ta yesterday's Concise Crossword: 

ACROSS: 7 Sirtas, 5 Esther (CirencCTier*. 10 Lunatic. 11 Alarm. 12 Silt, 13 
Slack. 17 Sun, lSOno, 22 Larch, 23 Academy. 2-1 Banana. 25 Cuckoo. DOWN; 
1 Listless. 2 Granite. 3 Unite. 4 Asknncc.5 Phial, 6CVimc. 9 ScaltaraiL 14 Etch- 
ing. 15 Streaky, 16 Polygon. 19 Globe. 20 Grand, 21 Gamut, 


bit™. 
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How low 
could 
they go? 

If loans seem cheap right now, 
you just wait. By Teresa Hunter 


> r A FTRE sale seems to be Mazing an the 

personal loans front, with Egg cutting 
its intei^rate further this week. But 
t " borrowers would do wefl to study the 
: v details of the latest bargain base- 
ment offers, because these sexy rates 
: ’- are not always what they seem. 

Unsecured loans are a popular 
! way of paying for a new can home im- 

; provements, holidays or weddings, be- 

cause the monthly repayment is feed 
at the outset, making budgeting easy. 
Traditionally they were more expen- 
, sive than an overdraft, but in recent 
months a finny of new-style loans from 
Egg, Northern Rockand the Wboiwich, 
plus intense competition from other 
lenders, has pushed prices down. 

, But borrowers should beware, be- 
cause some of the cheapest deals 
around are conditional on baying an 
often expensive payment-protection 
insurance polky which pushes the 

monthtycost sharply. If borrowers de- . 
dine this coveq then they must pay a 
; higher rate of interest 

Northern Rock, which has a head- 
line-grabbing annual percentage rate 
19 (APR! of 9.5, charges a much higher 
annual interest of 125 per cent to cus- 
f tomerswho do not wish to buy the in- 
* surance. First Direct and Marks & 
v - Spencer also hike their rates unless 
you opt im Even Alliance & Leicester 
■ - has a similar dual-interest on its top 
I tier for loans of more than £10,000. 

* This practice has been criticised as 

“fundamentally wrong” by the chief 
, consumer watchdog, the Office of 
Eair ’leading, which believes that the 
, cost of compulsory insurance should 
be included in the APR calculation, so 

that borrowers can easily compare the 
. * true price of a loan. An OFT 
> spokesman said: “If an interest poli- 
cy is mandatory then we believe it is 
, , an essential part of the agreement, and 
the cost should be reflected in the 
headline APR rate. Not to do so, in our 
view, is fundamentally wrong. Where 


the insurance is not mandatory then 
that is a different situation." 

This view coincides with that of the 
European Parliament, whose con- 
sumer credit directive is likely to 
fence insurance costs to be included 
in APRs, when it comes into force later 
this year But the regulations as they 
exist at present are not clean and the 
Department of Trade and industry is 
consulting over how best to implement 
the EU directive. 

lb be fair; some of the lenders them- 
selves are unhappy with the current 
confusion. A spokesman for First Di- 
rect, which slices 2 per cent off its 
APRs for customers who take out the 
insurance, said: ~We would welcome 
some clarification. The convention 
mnong lenders has been not to include 
insurance in the APRs, even when 
they are obfigatory but this can be con- 
fusing for customers." 

Until then customers should treat 
APRs with caution. Although North- 
ern Rock’s 9.5 APR looks like the 
cheapest around for a £5,000 loan 
over three years it actually costs 
more than Clydesdale Bants loan 
which has a headline APR of 123, be- 
cause Northern Rock’s insurance is 
more expensive. A customer would 
pay £181.88 monthly with Clydesdale, 
compared with G85L37 at Northern 
Rock, which makes the former near- 
ly £18 cheapen despite a higher APR 

Lombard Direct is another lender 
causing eyebrows to raise. It adver- 
tises a league- table-topping headline 
rate (rf 115 APR, but this is only avail- 
able to customers with gold-star cred- 
it ratings. Customers are assessed 
mdividuafly and given their own APR 
depending on their previous debt-re- 
payment record and where they five. 

But the realty bad boys of the per- 
sonal-loan field are the main High 
Street banks. Lloyds, Barclays, and 
NatTOestareaH still charging an APB 
of around 20 per cent on some of their 



Don’t lose the plot in the uncharted territory of personal loans 


WITH INSURANCE 
lender 


£5,000 owar 3 y«ars 


Northern Rock 

Phone A Loan (WurksUre B ank ) 

Direct line 

Clydesdale 

NatfoaaahSeBS 

Liverpool Victoria 

NO INSURANCE . 

Lombard Direct ; - - 

Phone a Loan 
itoeo • 

Direct Una 
Capital One Direct 

hljhwtlkan Ifnfl. 

noraieni it oat 


unsecured loans, even though base 
lending rates have spiralled down- 
wards to 5.5 per cent giving them a 
profit margin of 15 percentage points. 

Andy Thompson, unsecured lend- 
ing manager at Egg, denies there is 
a “fire sale” taking place: “IFs not that 
we new lenders are not making 


phone 

APR 

. mantttiy 
paynmt 


0345 421421 

9.5 

18237 


0800 1 386898= . 

US 

183.40 


0181 680 9966 

-1212 

' 182.34 


0800240024 . . 

12.8 

181,88 


050030201 3.' -- 

12.8 : 



0800134134'^' 

13.3 , 



0800 21500 

113 

16439 

1 

& 

0800 1386898 

11.9 

164.61 

0845 6006016 

12 

164.81 

5 

3E 

0181 680 9966 

12.2 

165-22 

« 

0800 216252 

12.3 

165.25 

=i 

& 

0345 421421 

12.3 

165.44 


healthy profits. We terxi at a good mar- 
gin. But the traditional lenders, like the 
Hi(^ Street Ixtebs, are malting super- 
profits. Interest rates have been faffing 
for some time, but there has been very 
Ettte movement m some lending rates. 
I believe even the keenly priced loans 
still have further to falL” 


Mirror Syridication Int 

Egg this week trimmed its loan 
rates further on the upper tiers. Bor- 
rowers can now fix their repayments 
at 13.4 APR on loans between £2^00 
and £4599, 1L9 APR on sums between 
£5,000 and £9.999 and 105 APR on 
amounts above £10,000. 

He argues that banks are now able 
to offer personal loans more cheaply 
because of the improvement in cred- 
it-rating information. This has made 
the business so attractive that lenders 
have been bu^y designing loans to cap- 
ture the public’s imagination. Unlike 
traditional packages, Egg allows the 
debt to be repaid early without penal- 
ties, and customers can take repay- 
ment hoEdays as welL 

Northern Rock’s new Together 
loan allows customers to borrow up to 
95 per cent of the value of their home 
ata 6.7 APR (the debt is secured). Cus- 
tomers can then borrow an addition- 
al 30 per cent of their home's worth. 
And the Wboiwich will allow you to ex- 
tend your flexible mortgage to raise 
fends at a two-year fix of 5.75 per cent 


Bargain Hunter 




Property of the week 

It needs total redecoration and the grounds are over- 
grown. but on the other hand. £240,000 isn’t that much 
to pay for a seven-bedroom Georgian house with an 
indoor pool in its 52ft conservatory. The same amount 
would barely buy a second-floor flat in Notting Hill. 
Royston House in North Walsham, Norfolk, stands in 
four acres and has a number of outbuildings including 
a drive-through double-length garage with automatic 
doors at each end. There’s a large reception hall 17ft 
drawing room with white-grain marble fire surround, 
family room, formal dining room and a 21ft dining 
kitchen. One of the bedrooms has a verandah with 
steps leading down to the courtyard. The grounds 
include an orchard, a pond with waterfall and a large 
greenhouse in need of repair Details from Brown & Co, 
01603 767606. 

Rosalind Russell 

Car of the Week 

The UK's largest car manufacturer; London Taxis 
International aside, is Blackpool’s very own TVR. Their 
combination of handsome lightweight glassfibre bodies 
and powerful engines has been a recipe for success. 

Not that long ago though they stumbled from one 
fi nan c ial crisis to another over three eventful decades. 

A re mnan t of the time that wedge-shaped sports cars 
powered by Kurd Granada engines ruled the earth can 
be found in B run die’s (01553 8118111 showroom, near 
King’s Lynn. This TVR Tasmin (named after the 
owner’s ex-girlfriend) has covered just 6,800 miles, is 
automatic and open-topped. The Eighties are bade, 
apparently, and this Seventies throwback bought from 
the family firm of ex-Formula One driver and current 
expert commentator Martin would make the perfect 
collector’s item at just £8,950. 

James Ruppert 

Deal of the Week 

IF YOU are sure that a PEP is a good idea and you have 
not yet bought your 1998-99 entitlement there are some 
offers around from providers desperate to vacuum up 
your money before the end of March. Royal & Sun 
Alliance is offering a 4 per cent discount on its unit 
trust PEP range including its Portfolio fund spread 
across a range of trusts and markets. Midland Bank 
and Legal & General are each offering a Capital- 
Protected PEP which guarantees full return of capital 
and gains of up to 65-70 per cent over six or 63 years. 

S&P is offering a 2 per cent discount on transfers from 
other managers. 

Clifford German i 


The brave new world of round-the-clock banking 

Accessing your account by phone was once at the cutting edge, yet modem technology will soon make it look passe. By Teresa Hunter 


^SAKY MACKIE is one of thousands 
of financial-services workers who 
will be on duty throughout the East- 
er weekend to capture the last flows 

of tax*ee PEP business, before they 
are abolished at midnight on Bank 
Holiday Monday. 

He is a financial adviser with 
Abbey National which has taken the 
unprecedented step of opening most 
of its branches on Good Friday and 
Bank Holiday Monday to cope with 
the expected last-minute rush. 

And they are not alone. Staff at 
most large investment houses in- 
cluding Fidelity, Virgin, and Maris 

& Spencer will be working over the 
Easter break to make it easy for the 


public to exploit the tax-break before 
it disappears. 

Working over a family holiday at- 
tracted the wrath of various church- 
es at Christmas, when some staff 
had to forgo the seasonal festivities 
to prepare for euro’s arrival. The 
FITS jamboree^ which will keep em- 
ployees chained to their desks this 
Eastec could well provoke a similar 
storm of criticism. 

But the worid has moved on from 
the traditional nine-to-five working 
day. Just as supermarkets open all 
ni gh t, customers now want access 
to their financial institutions 24- 
hours a day seven days a week. 

All the major banks now offer an 


around-tbe-dock telephone banking 
service First Direct, the first to ar- 
rive cm the scene 10 years ago, says 
it receives most of its 45,000 daffy 
reite outside normal banking hours. 

Many of the callers throughout 
the ni ght are shift-workers, from oil- 
rig crews, to student nurses and 
even actors. 

However, long hours and fre- 
quent travel are no longer the 
prerogative of the travelling actor 
alone. Longer working hours 
prevent many people from focusing 
an their financial affair s until well 
into the twilight shift 

Mari: & Spencer financial ser- 
vices regularly opens on Sundays to 


meet this demand. A spokesperson 
explained: “Modern lifestyles leave 

customers with very bttte free time. 
They feel comfortable operating 
over the telephone. We have to be 
there when they need us." 

This is echoed by Virgin which 
says it receives a strong steady 
flow of business from 9pm into the 
small hours. Its bank is open round- 
the-clock. and it has just exte nded 
the opening hours of its PEP and 
pensions business to llpm. 

A spokesperson said: “By the 
time many people have arrived 
home from work. had something to 
eat and unwound, it is 9pm or 10pm 
before they can begin to thinkabout 


whether they want a PEP or not 

Prudential's new Egg round-the- 
clock service found a good chunk of 
its overnight caDs were from people 
abroad. Head of operations Andy 
DeQer said: “If you have been work- 
ingin Australia, for exan^you wffl 
have to deal with a range of complex 
financial derisions to come home. 
It’s a huge convenience to be able 
to organise things at a sensible 
time, even if it happens to be 4am 
in England" 

But the technology is moving 
rapidly in a direction which could 
soon make the telephone call cen- 
tre look as archaic as the bank 
branch does today 


Within the next two months First 
Direct will follow Barclays and the 
Co-op and launch its mobile-phone 
service. It will transform the way we 
conduct our financial services, be- 
cause the mobile phone is the one 
piece of equipment which can be car- 
ried at all time, putting us in control 
24 hours a day. First Direct, which 
is the only bank so far to use over- 
th e-air programming, hopes the 
phones will be able to cany out 
transactions in the veiy near future. 

The growth of digital TV could 
also see a huge surge in the use of 
the Internet to conduct banking 
and other financial services, which 
despite big strides forward is still 


something of a select medium. Head 
of Egg operations Andy Deller ex- 
plains: “The thing that’s holding the 
Internet back is the fact that onty 20 
per cent of homes have a PC. Those 
that do, use the Internet very 
enthusiastically, but the total num- 
bers are much smaller than we 
tend to think" 

The most exciting new technolo- 
gy is the Micro-wave bank recently 
developed by NCR, which takes the 
concept of time famine to the ulti- 
mate degree. The microwave door 
doubles as an easy-to-use interac- 
tive touch screen, which allows you 
to pay bills while you watch your 
evening meal being cooked. 
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Debt through your door 

■ i 1 1 

Finance companies are bombarding people with junk mail for loans they can’t afford. By Paul Slade taxing riddle 

C onsumer groups are calling they’re advertising is only for a short measures can be made part of new Gamble. For every £100 spent on do not want to receive unsofidted mail go 

for tighter safeguards to pro- period. Problems also arise when the data protection legislation due far direct mail of any kind, no less than %u can also registo- with MPS to stop ° .. “JL* 

tect vulnerable people from borrower's own circumstances implementation next year £14JB0 is devoted to selling credit junk mail addressed to your home's i gph nrirp I lor who 

iunbmafl selling than credit change through, say divorce or un- Edwards believes few people take cards and oersonal loans. nrevious occupant or to ston mafl reiornung Gnaneeuqr _ 


C onsumer groups are calling 
for tighter safeguards to pro- 
tect vulnerable people from 
junk mail selling than credit 
cards or personal loans. This follows 
a survey' showing that card and loan 
companies spent £222m on selling 
their products through direct mail in 
1998. That translates to nearly 15 per 
cent crfaD the money spent on UK junk 
mail of any form. 

National Consumer Council legal 
officer Harriet Hall says her own 
organisation's research shows that 
poorer people resent getting unso- 
licited offers of credit. Often, she 
says, these offers come from the 
same banks which are already chas- 
ing the recipient to dear other debt 
Sue Edwards is money advice 
development officer at the National 
Association of Citizens' Advice Bu- 
reaux. She believes credit card and 
loan mailings get people into trouble 
when borrowers fail to think about 
what might happen in the future. 
‘'Sometimes, if you read the small 
print, you find the low interest rate 


they’re advertising is only for a short 
period. Problems also arise when the 
borrower's own circumstances 
change through, say divorce or un- 
employment. “What happens is that 
people take out a card or a loan, their 
circumstances change, and then they 
can't afford them. That’s even more 
of a problem than people taking out 
loans they already can't afford.'’ 

Hall agrees. “People don’t get into 
debt because they're feckless,” she 
says. “They get into debt because 
something has made them get into 
debt." NCC wants to see changes to 
the opt-out box which is often included 
as part of material requiring your ad- 
dress. The box lets consumers make 
it dear they do not want their address 
sold on for use on another company's 
mailing list. At the moment, inclusion 
of the box is voluntary, but ti cking it 
does at least give you an opportunity 
to cut off junk man before it arrives. 

NCC is calling for the opt-out box 
to be made compulsory and much 
more prominent, and for it to be used 
in a standard formal It hopes these 


measures can be made part of new 
data protection legislation due for 
implementation next year 

Edwards believes few people take 
advantage of opt-out boxes at the 
moment, and would rather see a sys- 
tem which meant consumers had to 
give express permission before their 
name could go on a mailing list NCC 
agrees this would be the ideal solution, 
but says legislators will not accept it 
Financial services companies 
churn out more junk mail than any 
other industry in the UK, as this 
month’s survey from MMS Market 
Movements shows. Thirty-three per 
cent of all the n.5bn spent on direct 
mail to UK consumers in 1998 went on 
selling financial services. Mail order, 
in second place, accounted for just 18 
per cent of the total spend. 

Three of the direct mail industry’s 
four biggest spenders -MBNA, Corn- 
hill and Lloyds TSB - are financial ser- 
vices companies. Credit-card provider 
MBNA, which tops the list, spent 
£28 .5m in 1998, £i0m more than even 
consumer products giant Proctor & 


Gamble. For every £100 spent on 
direct mail of any kind, no less than 
£14JB0 is devoted to selling credit 
cards and personal loans. 

MMS spokesman Sebastian 
Klndersley says other financial ser- 
vices providers are moving to imitate 
the card companies’ techniques. This, 
he warns, means more and more 

wimp if} fts are al re ady ' ng mg' rt rgarn - 

sations such as charities for joint- 
venture mailings. “The first segment 
of financial services to do that in a big 
way was credit cards. Now it’s 
happening in a lot more product 
areas, such as life insurance and 
general insurance.” 

If you want to reduce your own junk 
mail, the first step is to contact the 
Mailing Preference Service, using 
the address or phone number shown 
below The MPS Haims a 95 per cent 
success rate in preventing unsofidted 
mailings. It takes up to three months 
for the MPS to circulate your details 
to its members, however 
Nearly haif-a-million people have 
registered with the service to say they 


do not want to receive unsolicited mail 
%u can also register with MPS to stop 
junk mail addressed to your home's 
previous occupant or to stop mafl 
addressed to a member ofyourfiamify 
who has recently died. 

But MPS cannot help you with 
mail from companies you originally 
contacted yourself. Colin Flicker^ 
director of legal affairs at the Direct 
Marketing Association says; “If you've 
bought something from a company 
already then they’re perfec tly entitled 
to send you information about their 
other services. If you want to stop that, 
you have to ask the company itself.” 

Tessa Kelly director of compli- 
ance operations at the MPS, suggests 
asking for either the customer ser- 
vices department or the (fired mail 
marketing manager when you cafi. “If 
co mpani es are sanding out mailings, 
then there is someone responsible for 
that function.” 

Mailing Preference Service: 0345 
034599. Fneepost 22, London WlE 
7EZ 
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The low cost 
high income PEP 


INVEST 

NOW 

to make the most 
of your final year’s 
PEP allowance 






Legal & General have led the way in Legal & General 
providing low cost, high performance Corporate Bond PEP 

PEPs to our customers. 


Over the years, our determination 
to provide outstanding value for money 


has meant that today Legal & General 


has in excess of £79 billion 1 ' under 


management worldwide 


A glance at the table shows that we 


deliver great value, providing the 


lowest cost diversified Corporate Bond 


PEP on the market with annual 


management charges of only 0.5%, 


with no initial charges on lump sum 


investments or withdrawal fees 


So, for a regular, tax-free income on 


your savings find out more about 


Britain’s best value Income PEP today. 


Just complete and return the coupon. 


<X5% 


6 . 1 % 


msmm 




NO initial charges on lump sum investments 


NO withdrawal fee 


0.5% annual management charge 


Visit our iveb site at u ten .1 atulG.com 


Find out more now- 
call freephone 


050011 6622 


YES , 


i would like more information 


about tile Legal & General Corporate Bond 


PEP. Post nr Legal St General f Direct .1 Limited 


FREEPOST SVrantv, Cardiff CF1 IYW. 


If you already have anv PEP investment. 


please tick here EJ. 


Wc nuy telephone you tn make *ure mfanratwn 


reviucMcd has arrived safely. Now and then, we 


ni.iv tdl vnu about odier products or services 


offered tn die legal & General Group of 


companies tlui we IxiKtsr may he of interest to 
you. If you would prefer not m receive this 
carefully- selected information, please tick here CH. 


Surname (MrMwAUs&'Ms) 


Address 


8am to 8pm weekdays. 
9am to 5pm weekends . 


Please quote rej ? DTDJ05 


Forenumets) 


Foryour protection. 


rwutomlv momionfd. 


D7DJ05 


Date of birth 


Tel. So: Home, 


Tel. So: Work . 



ONE THING is certain. 
Gordon Brawn wiD not go 
down in history as the great 
tanning Chancellor who 
simplified capital gains tax. 
Last year’s Budget made 
things more diffcult to 
calculate not less, without 
even the compensation of 
making the tax more 
productive. 

So where wiQ he turn in 
1999 in the quest for 
reform? The hot tip from 
financial advisers is an 
overhaul of inheritance tax, 
and especially potentially 
exempt transfers, the 
concession which allows 
individuals to escape EHT 
completely on assets given 
away more than seven 
years before death (and to 
qualify for reduced rates of 
tax if they live for at least 
three years and then five 
years but less than seven 
years after making the gift). 

Inheritance tax has 
always been a voluntary tax 
which can actually be 
avoided either by giving 
assets away before death or 
potting them into a trust if 
you can afford the fancy 
legal advice. But it is 
potentially a very lucrative 
tax because of the rapid 
increase in personal wealth, 
fuelled by fat cat salaries 
and soaring share and 
property values. Although 
the starting point was 
raised sharply by the Tories 
and currently exempts 
estates worth less than 
£223,000, getting on for half 
a million homes in the UK 
are now liable to IHT quite 
apart from other assets. 

Without another leap in 
tee threshold an increasing 
number of estates will start 
paying IHT ova- the next 
few years with beneficial 
effects to the Exchequer 
and very negative effects on 
Middle England. If 
potentially exempt 
transfers are abolished or 
the qualifying period is 
increased to 20 years or 
more the impact will be 
even greater: 

Alternatively the 
Chancellor might go bad: to 
the old-style C apita l 
Transfer Tax (CTT) 
introduced by Denis Healey 
in 1974 which effectively 
taxied lifetime gifts above a 
certain size and for good 
measure triggered a 
potential capital gains tax 
liability on gifts. That was 
replaced by IHT back in 
1986 in one of the Nigel 
Lawson budgets, and one 
reason was to minimis * the 
punitive impact of t he tax 
on voters. Bringing CTT 


CLIFFORD 

GERMAN 

Does the Chancellor 
really want to bring 
back all Middle 
England’s fears about 
the politics of envy 

back would be unpopular 
and even if individuals 
could be forced to police 
themselves under the self- 
assessment system with 
threats of heavy sanctions 
for anyone caught breaking 
the rules, it would create a 
widespread culture of 
evasion, as well as hostility 
to the government 

Gordon Brown may have 
a reputation for having a 
hair shirt mentality, but . 
does the Chancellor really 
want to sacrifice the 
Government’s enviable 
reputation for having a 
Teflon coating, bring back 
all the fears that Middle 
England harbours about 
the politics of envy, and give 
the opposition the weapon 
thqy are desperately 
seeking to attack the 
Government with. 

By all means block the 
Lady Ingram loophole 
which allows individuals to 
give away their home and 
carry on living in it. But 
taxing more people's assets 
when they die will take the 
Government right back into 
the emotive tangle the 
Danes got itself into when it 
allowed local authorities to 
start taking old people’s 
houses to pay for long term 
care. The Chancellor would 
be on safer ground 
abolishing MIRAS while 
mortgage rates are low. 

lUfy bet is that the 
Chancellor will slide to 
incre asing the threshold for 
IHT to £230,000 and 
concentrate on getting the 
maximum mileage out of 
introducing a lOp income 
tax band In a perfect world 
he would substitute a lOp 
rate for the existing 20p 
rate to avoid re-introducing 
a fourth income tax band If 
that proves too costly he 
could and should tinker 
with the width of the tax 
bands to fine-tune his fiscal 
give-away. 


General 


Don’t be shy of 
retiring. Boost your 
company pension now. 


No matter when you plan to retire you will want to be able 
to enjoy life. But wffl your company pension allow you to do all 
that you would Eke? 

To receive the maximum pension available you would 
typadly have to be port of the same company pension scheme 
far -10 years. Moreover, if you have changed your fob, even once, 
it could dramatically reduce your pension. 

Tapping up your company pension with an Equitable Free- 
Standing Additional Voluntary Contributions Scheme can help 
make up the difference so that you can afford to enjoy life when 
you have more time to do so. 

You are eligible for tax relief at the highest rate you pay. 

Itonember chat the value of tax relief available will depend 
on individual circumstances and current legislation can change in 
the future. 

that’s more, we don’t believe in paying commission to third 
parties tor the introduction of new business, so please contact us 
aired 

^ m information by post and by telephone 

cafl us on (0990) 38 48 58, or return the coupon below. 

www.equiiable.co.uk 

T , F " *»* call rnay be recorded 


NAME (Mr Mn Mia I INV&B 

ADORES*- 


Tet lOftce) 

J Tet (Home) . 
{ Date of Bint . 
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The Equitable Life 
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Financial Makeover 

NAME: CATHERINE GERMAN AGE: 28 OCCUPATION: HND STUDENT OF SHOE DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE 


A lter leaving school and 
doing several jobs in the 
UK and abroad. Cather- 
ine (Cat) is nearing the 
end of a two-year HND 
course in shoe design and manu- 
facture. She has managed her 
finances well, with a little help from 
dad to keep her Renault 5 going,, bat 

now wants to plan ahead - partic- 
ularity with regard to pensions. 

She is renting a room, but wants 
to move out and share with her 
boyfriend. She has £3,500 outstand- 
ing in student loans, and, apart 
from a pension {dan used to contract 
out of Serps a few years ago, has 
about £1,000 to see her to the end of 
her course. She has no financial de- 
pendants apart from Molly her cat 

The adviser; Thomas McPhaU, 
pensions development manager at 


lbrquO inrlpport ^ PTi f fi rflnHal 

advisers (telephone: 01902 570570). 

The advice: Cat’s student loan is 
being charged an interest rate equal 
to inflation, an attractive deal com- 
pared with normal high-street 
lenders. She does not have to start 
repaying it rata her income exceeds 
£17.784 pa gross; since her starting 
income is likely to be £12,000-£15,000 > 
this is not an immediate problem. 

Cat will need up to £80Q as a de- 
posit on her new rented accommod- 
ation, and the Renault will need 
replacing soon, so she would be bet- 
ter off retaining as much of the orig- 
inal student loan as possible, and 
saving any surplus income from 
her new job. Though borrowed 
money is expensive, and it is gen- 
erally more efficient to dear debt, by 
doing this she will avoid a new loan 


at normal high-street rates. 

If she does need additional fin- 
ance to buy a replacement car; she 
can expect to pay up to £35 per 
month for every £1,000 borrowed. 

Cat is currently holdingher cash 
in an instant-access account with a 

high-street building society and 
usings Barclays current account&r 
day-to-day expenditure. She would 
be better off moving her savings to 
a telephone account with Standard 

life tar E gg (the 

peti five interest rates tup to 6.5 per 
centgrossfordepositsU.andmoney 
can be moved to her current account 
with only two or three days’ notice. 

Cat's personal pension plan is 
held with Scottish Widows, and has 
received rebates from the DSS for 
three years. It is currently worth 
£L572.76 and has received no con- 
tributions since 1992. It is currently 


invested in a with-profits fund, which 
is not ideal; with SOyeare to go to re- 
tirement, Cat would be better off in 
an actively managed equity fund. 

Ibis type of pension has been in- 
cluded in the second phase of the 
personal pensions mis-selling re- 
view, so as she hasn’t already heard 
from them, she should contact the 
adviser who sold her the policy and 
ask for it to be reviewed. Cat is fort- 
unate that her polity has no on-going 
charges, ro should increase in value. 

Many mis-seffing problems have 
stemmed from excessive charges on 
policies like this; the charges can be 
so high that the fund value goes 
down every year rather than up. 

A woman under the age of 46 is 
generally better off contracting out 
of Serps; for men the cut-off age is 
higher 51, but consideration should 
be given to income, as it is generally 



Catherine German wants to make sore her sensible start does not go to waste 


Jllpfcel Nicotoou 


not worth contracting out forannua] 
earnings of less than £9,000. 

When she starts work. Cat should 
contribute to a pension plan, saving 
as much as 14 per cent of her income 
for a secure retirement She should 
choose a plan that doesn't pay ex- 
cessive commission to an advisee 
can be adapted without penalty and 


offers a reasonable choice of in- 
vestment funds - as well as insur- 
ance in case she is unable to work, 
and a good investment record. 

As well as her existing Scottish 
Widows pension. Perpetual's new 
personal pension may be worth 
looking at And for a state pension 
forecast she should complete the 


DSS form BR19 and send it to the 
administration centre in Newcastle. 

Readers who would like a five 
financial makeover should irritc to 
Andrew Verity at The Indepen- 
dent’, l Canada Square, London El-i 
5DL. They must be irillrng to alloy’ 
their name and photo to appear 


Private health on parade 

Andy Couchman puts private insurance through a thorough medical 


PATIENTS LYING and dying 
on trolleys ... a crisis in nurs- 
ing ... billions of pounds dis- 
appearing into a seemingly 
gaping hole. This winter the 
hard-pressed NHS has hardly 
ever been out of the headlines. 
Does this strengthen the case 
for private health insurance ? 

In mapy countries the ques- 
tion would not even be asked. 
In the US, medical insurance 
is virtually a necessity. In the 
UK, however; the mere men- 
tion of insurance can stir up 
feelings of betrayaL TOwse,you. 
could be accused of being a 
queue jumper- the NHS pro- 
vides for all, regardless of abil- 
ity to pay. from cradle to grave. 

The problem is that for 
many it sfrnpty does not work 
as they want it to - and the 
growing list of things charged 
for or not covered means that 
for many health provision is al- 
ready parity privatised. 

Els' some, private me d i ca l 
insurance GPMD is more a ne- 
cessity than a nice- to-have op- 
tion. Anyone who runs their 
own business needs to be cov- 
ered if illness strikes; and if 
being part of someone rise’s . 
queue is simpty not an option, 


then a PMI scheme could.be. 

PMI means that if you suf- 
fer an acute illness you can get 
treatment at a time and place 
that suit you. You will also be 
treated by a consultant rather 
than a junior doctor and you are 
Jikefytogriarooznofyourown 
rather than having to share a 
barrack-style ward If you are 
a workaholic you can even 
carry on working, at least vmtil 
the anaesthetic bits you. 

If you have to buy your own 
PMI plan and you are em- 
ployed, ask your employer 
whether you can join a com- 
pany scheme. Group schemes 
cost a lot less than individual 
plans and will often cover 
things that are already wrong 
with you - what insurers call 
pre-existing conditions. 

When buying an individual 
plan, remember that not all 
PMI policies are tiie same and 
makmg a mistake can be very 
costly especially if the treat- 
mentyou need turns out not to 
be covered The Office of Eair 
'Hading (OFT) has been ex- 
tremely critical of the way 
some insurers avoid telling 
the whole truth to customers. 

to particular the OFF wants 




to see customers told about just 
how fast premiums are likely to 
rise - perhaps at double the 
rate of inflation or more — 
it wants them to understand 
exactly what they are and are 
not covered for 

Shopping around fora plan 
to suit you always mates 
sense, and a little homework 
can help you to decide which 
plan to go fen If your partner 
already has cover from an em- 
ployee save money by just in- 
suring yourself If your local 
NHS is better at treating chil- 
dren than adults you may de- 
cide not to ewer your 

London hospitals are the 
most expensive, so you may 
save money by choosing a 
provincial hospital - but check 
what would happen if you need- 
ed treatment that a local hos- 
pital could not offer: Some 
policies make a charge based 
on your postcode, so bear that 
in mind if you want to move: As 
the table below shows, budget 
plans can be a lot cheaper; bid 
make sure you know what you 
are buying Do you want, for ex- 
ample, to provide full medical 
information now, or would you 
prefer to hare pre-existing con- 
ditions excluded? Ask your ad- 
viser or insurer to explain fully 
the i rap K nations of »*anh 

Mm may be able to save 5 
per cent fey paying yearly 
instead of monthly or up to 25 
per cent by paying the first 


£100-£1,000 (or more) of any 
claims. may save money by 

choosing not to have outpatient 
covet; though such costs can 
quickly mount up. Consider 
dental and travel coven 

If you have NHS treatment, 
many insurers will pay you up 
to QQQ for each night spent as 
an NHS patient Or they may 
pay you if you have to sfoy with 
a sick child. If there is a big age 
difference between you and 
your partnez; it may be cheap- 
er to have individual policies. 

Never buy on price alone. 
Make sure that you under- 
stand not only what the policy 
covers but abo what it does not 
and compare with other poli- 
cies. Ask too about the insur- 
er’s track record cm price rises 
over a 35-year period. Some in- 
surers, such as OHRA and Ex- 
eter; do not charge higher 
premiums just because you 
get olden Lite all insurers, 
their premiums are still likely 
to go up each yean however as 
medical costs go up. 

Contacts: BUPA: 0800 600 SOS; 
Ctimcare: 03438 740 426; Exeter 
Friendly Society: 01392 477 
200; Legal & General 0171-451 
1132; OHRA: 01703 620 620; 
Permanent Health: 01923 77 0 
000; Prime Health: 01483 553 
461; W PA 01823 623 000 
Andy Couchman is pubtohinfl 
editor qf ‘Healthcare Insur- 
ance Report 


DON’T WASTE YOUR 
MONEY 

Save over *10, get a publication worth £9-99 
FREE and never pay any price increase-ever 


How and where th 
fund managers an 
investing 


Stock market repot 
and analysis 


Real-life financial 
problems solved in 7 
Money Clinic 


All the latest on 
pensions and life 
assurance 
savings plans 



INVESTMENT 

Put some 
spark into___ 
your casfv--x f 
in 199^/ ^ 


To;:- i} r;CKcr 
funds £$ 



Statistics on uith-pn.fi t 
and unit-linked 
pension funds 

The full details on unit 
and Imvstment trust 
inivstmenis 

Information and 
reviews on the latest 
investment options 

Unit and investment 
trust tables covering 1, 
3. 5. and 10 year 
performances of 
every fund 

Ptus regular free 
supplements like The 
Practical Guide to 
Tax-Free Savings 




THE COST OF LIVING 

How much does it cost? A couple, both age 30, with 
two young children could pay each month: 


Every month ’What Investment is packed with everything you need ro make really 
successful investments. And all for only £22.95 a year (.saving more than £10 off toe 
annual news-stand cost). 

Select the standing order option and not only send no money now, 
■Km but we'll hold that £22.95 price forever until you decide to stop." 

A SPECIAL NEW SUBSCRIBER BONUS - WORTH £9-99 

Bur that’s not alL A copy of toe book “How To Read The Financi a l 
Pages” - the layman's guide to reading and understanding the financial 
press - published price £9-99. your FREE subscription bonus. 



^ l wish to subscribe to What Investments only £2295 (saving 
£10.05 off the normal annua! retail rate) and claim my free copy of 
"HowTo Read The Financial Pages" 


; lyS; 'K\' ’ 'l 


\ ' l 

* 


Em is a ffurishn of Prudential Banking pto, BM50 383 391 Cato to Egg will be recorded. 
Written wd aborts are sva fettle oo request Prudential Bantfag pfc is registered " Engudapd 
iuiio« Regjit era! office i$ 142 HoUwni Ban, London ECIH 2WR Registered Homtoer 2998842. 


Budget plaits 

Legal & General Essential 
£33.65 

Prune Health Care 
Supersaver Network £43.06 
WPA Poplar £44.15 
Clisicare Connect £45.16 
OHRA Optional City £4639 


Standard plans 

Prime Health Care Saver 

Network £59.63 
Per man ent Health 
Healthcover £62^4 


Legal & General Essential 
Phis £89.32 

Permanent Health Cover 
Plus £9L30 

BUPA Network LocalCare 
£93.64 


Source: Medlquote. 

Note: Not all insurers 
provide premium details 
to Mediquote. 

Premiums assume no 
excess or other discounts 
apply 


S STANDING ORDERS 

| Account to be debited 

i Account No 

{ Signatures) ~ 

512 

i Branch 

{ Address 

[Sort Coda 


[Name 

i Address 

i 

i Postcode 

i Telephone 

J I enclose a cheque tor EZ2J6 drawn on a UK 
i bank and made payable nr Charterhouse 
[C«nmumcatioisjid.D__ _ 


Pteesa debit my. 

AacassD VisaD Am. Express C Diners D 

Card No 

Expires End 

Bank Signature 


ftaua nr Barctan Bnk. Htraxr Same, lonta wi ratxtfT) lo» gw 
ul Owntnoa CarooKaWm in At coat Mo OBSTSi in w rf 
£a» niatSmtaiuawaamnchsucnCnBtctrianjiiwtMrnincg 
raMtn turn Wew tunas ictwJ^jV 

FOR BANK USE ONLY Rffi 

PAYMENT DATE 

Complete the coupon end return to: 

What Investment FREEPOST, Arno ld House, 
36-41 Holywell Lane, London EC2B28H 

rnniiHioiHiiicmMmiwimnlii'iRUr 

Hknil atari <n»a nit couW 4* « marat * nu wmld 

prrtr net a km wc* orfenwoon pe net tan. □ 

MUSE MIMS MTS FOB DHJVHT OffU WW TO BMLV 

-Sufrw tio W mnauen IND20C299 


ACT 

NOW 

.All you liave to do to 
take advantage of this 
special subscription 
offer worth more than 
J[20 is fill in and send off 
the coupon right away. 
The postage Is paid. 

WHAT 

INVESTMENT 

The shrewdest 
investment you 71 etvr 
make. 




If you move job, our 
pension moves with you. 

Our Personal Pension arrangements let you change job, 
take a career break or become self-employed, all without penalty. Your first good move? 


. .' v . • . 

fe- 
lt.:. . :%? 

C<; 


K':. 


Why not call for no-fuss advice or information without obligation. 

Call, 8am- i 0pm, 7 days a week quoting ref: 2880057 

0345 6789 10 

or talk to your Independent Financial Adviser. 


www.scortishwidows.co.uk 




Tb* tilat of unlucia 50 do«o « well u up. Fature ko«u» ratei *w oot guirjnieed. Farther detill* of our Pennon Plant .re included in the prod nr I literature. 


1 ' ; available lr*» “* re^uett 


F ur protection your calls to Scottish Widow* nay be recorded or monitored and Information or advice will only provided on Scottish Widow, product*. Issued bjr Scottish Widows' Fund sod Life Aiiuranrc Society. Regulated by ihc Personal Investment Authority. 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

Saturday 20 February 19^ 


VIHE INDEPENDENT 

GUIDE TO 
FLEXIBLE 
MORTGAGES 

by Nic Cicutti 

Sponsored by 

*^^Active 


RING 0800 550 551 


Or send to: independent Guide to Flexible Mortgages First Active Financial 
pic. Sir William Atkins House. Ashley Avenue, Epsom, Surrey KT1 8 5AS 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 
Address 


Postcode 


Tel no. (inc code) 
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Direct line Rates 



MORTGAGE RATES 


Standard Variable Rate 6.39%t 6.6%* APR (variable) 


3 YEARS FIXED* Until 31st March 2002 
Fixed Rate 5.58% 6.1 % APR (variable) 
5 YEARS FIXED** Until 31st March 2004 
Fixed Rate 5.58% 5.9% APR (variable) 


SAVINGS RATES 


Direct Access Account 


All met comet at 17th February IW.tndi rflra ban ami nil ml at lit Mardi 1994. 



SAVINGS 


tnntdliNtlbitMD 


Call us now quoting ref. NINDB25 
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■m tnfUmA ScaU and ICiln. VOt'B HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP 
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banes ARE the institutions 
you love to hate. If they do 
well they have every 
chance of being hit with a 
windfall tax. If they do 
badly the pundit at the bar 
smiles over his pint and 
says it couldn't happen to a 
nicer company - and then 

mmplains about hOW much 

the t^iflirman and chief 
executive are paid. 

No-one can say we have 
not had a lot of excitement 
in the banking world 
recently. Superstar Martin 
Taylor has been ousted 
from Barclays Bank, which 
only goes to show that even 
journalists get it wrong 
sometimes. Virtual hunks 
are cropping up all over the 
place, while building 
societies have Men over 
themselves to join the ranks 
of banks. And now it’s the 
bank reporting season, so 
we can chart the winners 
and losers. 

Among the winners must 
be Lloyds TSB. Britain's 
second largest bank (HSBC 
rflTi officially lay Haim to 
the number one slot now 
that it officially resides in 
London) has demonstrated 
once again that it has costs 
under control, its margins 
neatly sewn up and it 
understands how to make 
money out of our money. 
Barclays on the other hand 
gave a rather sad account 
of itself at the analysts' 
meeting that followed the 
publication of the results 
this week. The new chief 
executive has only been in 
the job a few days, so 
perhaps the disappointment 
felt by those who attended 
the meeting owed more the 
fact that he did not emerge 
from a telephone kiosk, 
wearing his underpants 
over skin-tight trousers. 

There are plenty who 
believe that Barclays needs 
the Superman touch after 
the last year with its 
ignominious exit from 
investment hanking its 
involvement in the Russian 
debacle and its lending to a 
hedge fund that succeeded 
in vapourising $4bn in less 
time than it takes me to 
write this article. 

In theory now should not 
be the time to buy bank 
shares. Banks make more 
money when interest rates 
are high. Low rates mean 
low margins in theory, 
although banks have been 


Brian 

Tora 

In theory now is not 
the time to buy hank 
shares, bra they are 
hard to ignore 

remarkably adept at 
plain laming profit flOW 
despite the less friendly 
environment that a low- 
inflation, low-interest-rate 
culture brings. You have 
only to look at the interest 
charges on credit cards. 

OveraD I find it hard to 
ignore a sector that 
accounts for the biggest 
slug of the FTSE100 index 
by industrial categorisation. 
Still the results season is 
showing that you do have to 
be careful in your selection. 
Not the least reason for 
having this unsympathetic 
sector in your portfolio 
must be the certainly that 
consolidation will continue 
and that in five years there 
will be far fewer banks and 
maqy less branches around. 

Barclays must be high on 
the likely merger list My 
office looks straight into 
their headquarters on the 
other side of Lombard 
Street so I am constantly 
watching for signs of 
unusual corporate activity. 
Even so I would prefer to 
stick banks demonstrating 
proof of quality, so Lloyds 
TSB remains at the top of 
my list along with the 
Scottish banks- although it 
is interesting that Barclays 
seems to have shunned the 
overtures of the Royal Bank 
of Scotland. Perhaps the 
alternative, the Bank of 
Scotland, should feature on 
your buy list They are, 
after all, led by a 
supermarket baron, so he 
at least should understand 
the threats within the 
changing face of UK 
banking. 

Brian Ttirais head of Grog 
Middleton Asset 
Management 



UP TO 
IWISTMFX { 

BONUS 


Don't let your 
tax free income 
fade aw.r : " 

5th April 1999 is your last chance to invest in a PEP. With over £1 billion 
invested, the award winning CGU Monthly Income Plus PEP is one of the 
largest funds of its kind. 



CURRENT YIELD 6.67°., 



MINIMUM INVESTMENT REDUCED 
FROM £5,000 TO £3,000 FOR INCOME 


To find out why so many income investors have made CGU Monthly Income Plus PEP 
their first choice for high regular income, call us now. or return the coupon below. 

TIME IS RUNNING OUT: Applications must be with CGU by 5th April 1999. 

"Call 0800 00 44 33 quoting reference QND 

j Post to: CGU Monthly Income Pius PEP, FREEPOST CV 1037, QND 

: Stratford Upon Avon. Warwickshire CV37 9BR. 

{ ricase send me full details and an application form. You may receive ajoltou'-up stroke call. 
i Mr/ Mrs/ Miss /Ms fmi ram' itumame) 


CGU 

(UJOU 


.Postcode . 


fl* jpn avuM fitter not to receive ir^onnatioK m arty otixr CGU products or services, pfaw lick tins far. f**| 

CGU - The investment experts 


Figures quoted above are based on an offer of 57.1 5p as at 16/02/99. Please remember that past performance is not necessarily a guide to 
future returns. The price of units and the income from them can go down as well as up. therefore current income levels may not be sustained 
and you may not get back what you invest. To maintain income, potential for capital growth may be foregone Any significant change in 
interest rates would substantially affect the capital value of the fund. Securities held may have a current value higher than their ultimate 
matunry value. New investments may continue m a PEP until the 5th Apn! 1999, all existing PEPs at that date may continue with the same 
tax advantages as the new l$A. The value of tax relief depends on the circumstances of the investor, issued by the PEP Plan Manager, CGU 
Financial Management limited. Registered in England No. 2084203. Registered Office 1 2 Rougier Street, York Y09Q 1UU. CGU Financial 
Management Limited is a member of the CGU Marketing Group, members of which are regulated by the Personal Investment Authority 
and/or 1MRO for Lite Assurance, Pensions and Investments. 
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BEST SAVINGS RATES 
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IT APPEARS that the Internet 
is making real inroads into the 
way we make our financial de- 
risions. A survey conducted 
on behalf of FWriity Invest- 
ments, the UK arm of the US 
investment giant, shows that a 
new generation of younger in- 
vestors is using the Internet as 
one of its main sources of in- 
formation when making an in- 
vestment derision. 

Over a third (35 per cent) of 
investors under the age of 35 
said they used the Internet to 
help make their last invest- 
ment decision, compared to 17 
per cent of investors between 
35 and 55 and only 10 per cent 
of lie overfl5s. The telephone- 
based survey was carried out 
among Fidelity clients and 
those people who had ex- 
pressed an interest in the com- 
pany’s products. 

fidelity offers online dealing 
in unit trusts and Oeics and has 
systems already in place to 
allow customers to open new 
ISAs on-line, 24 hours a day. 
Given this strong electronic 
presence, the survey may per- 
haps be overstating the impact 
of the Net but, certainly in the 
TJS, most direct investors now 
turn to the Web as part of their 
derision-making process. 

Zach Leonard. Fidelity’s 
director of electronic channel 
development, comments: •'This 
is not yet the case in the UK, 
where direct unit trust and 
share investingvia the Internet 
is still relatively limited. 
However; we believe that in the 
UK the Internet is already 
starting to change the way that 
people invest, due to the high 
quality of information tha t is 
rwwavailabteviatheV^iOvH- 
the next year we expect that 
Internet use will have doubled 
in both the UK and in conti- 
nental Europe/’ 

Fidelity is not the only Com- 
paq expecting big things from 
the Internet Bichard Bran- 
son's Virgin has joined the 
stampede to make the Internet 
free at point of access. This 
week Virgin unveiled plans to 
invest *50 million to book its on- 
line services. Virgin believes 
that, within five years, 96 per 
cent of British consumers will 
have access to the Internet, 
whether it be through a per- 
sonal computet; a settop box or 
a mobile phone. 

Virgin Net will initial^ move 
all its existing members over to 
the free package and then ramp 
up its operations to expand 


Iflfijflnatjr JS89 



INTERNET 

INVESTOR 

Robin Amlot 


the offer to the general public 
in April. It was launched in No- 
vember 1996, attracting more 
than 150,000 paying customers. 

Thousands of people are 
now coming to the Internet for 
the first time, thanks to cheaper 
personal computers and free 
connection. You may well be 
among their number and won- 
dering where to start An abid- 
ing difficulty with what is 
available on the Web is finding 
the best sites and “sorting the 
wheat from the chaff”. The 
truth may be out there, but 
there is also an awful lot of rub- 
bish as welL 

Thene is no substitute for 
doing your own research and 
using your own judgement 
Bulletin boards, m ailing lists 
and tipsheets may offer ideas, 
but it is wise to remember that 
they can also be used by people 
who wanting to “ramp” a share 
for their own profit 

If you want to find out more 

about a particular company, 
most of the Larger UK firms 
now have their own websites. 

One web page that offers a 
manageable set of links for the 
individual investor is UKin- 
vestor. It has been set up with 
the backing of bookshop Ama- 
zoxLCom. 

As well as offering suggest- 
ed reading, which, surprise, 
surprise, you can order from 
Amazon.com, it does have links 
to the most useful UK person- 
al finance sites. Fbr the more 
adventurous investor; there is 
also a link to a sister website 
offering folks for investors in the 
US markets. 

Fidelity Investments: 
unow.fideUty.co.uk 
Vtgm /Yet wuno.virgmjnet 
UKmvestonidcmnes to r.c^^ 

Robin cm be readied at 
RabinAmlQt@ad.com 
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FIXED RATE BONDS 
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LOOSE CHANGE 


JAMES CROSBY the new 
chief executive of the 
Halifax has taken a bit of a 
risk this week in returning 
£l5bn of capital to 
shareholders. In June they 
will get a windfall of 62p a 
share, which counts as a 
capital gain but will be 
exempt from income tax. 


Investors will only have 37 
shares in future for every 40 
they have now, however. Mr 
Crosby is staking his 
reputation on bring able to 
increase dividends by at 
least &1 per cent, so that 
each shareholder receives 
at least as big a total payout 
next year. 


An Equitable pension 
means you can vary 
contributions - 
without penalty. 


You know exactly what your circumstances are today, and 
can choose a pension plan ro suit them perfectly. 

Bur what about tomorrow? Or next year? Or ten years 
from now? 

What you need is a pension plan which is flexible enough 
to cope with any changes in your lifestyle - without making you 
pay a penalty. 

That is why you should consider an Equitable personal 
pension plan. We don’t pay commission to third patties fbr the 
introduction of new business, and our expenses are kept 
enviably low. So, you don't have to commit yourself to paying 
identical contributions each year; they can be increased or 
reduced to suit you - without penalty. 

And if you want to retire earlier than planned, your benefits 
w!U be exactly the same as if you'd chosen that date in the first 
place. 

What s more, you have the reassurance of knowing that 
your pension hind is In the hands of one of the finest 
investment teams in the U JC 

So, if you'd like further information, by post and by 

P lan ^ lives up to its name, 
call (0990) 38 48 58 or return the coupon below. 

www.equitable.co.uk 
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Boys just wanna have fund 

Some of the UK’s top fund managers reveal their trade secrets to Simon Read 


ANALYSIS 

Andrew Watkins, sales director; 
Fleming Income & Growth, Fleming 
Claverhouse, Fleming Income & Cap- 
ital “We have a strict discipline for the 
management of UK assets, whether 
in unit trusts or investment trusts. 
This discipline involves three key 
processes: quantitative, ftinriarnent al 
and thematic. Quantitative looks at 
value, prire momentum, earnings-per- 
share revisions and growth. Funda- 
mental covers pricing authority, 
management, sustainability and free 
cash-flow. Thematic looks at technol- 
ogy, demographics and long-term low 
inflation. 

“Having screened our analysts’ 
work, all UK stocks are then rated on 
a scale of 1-5 with the intention that 
no portfolio should hold stocks rated 
4 or 5. The discipline has produced ex- 
tremely good and consistent results.” 
Performance success: Fleming In- 
come & Growth - 7th out of all quali- 
fying investment trust PEPs over 
three years, Fleming Claverhouse - 
17th over five years, Fleming Income 
& Capital - 15th over one year 

BORING 

Chris Bowie, fund manager; Murray 
Corporate Bond. “Murray Corporate 
Bond Fluid has been a good per- 
former because it is boring. I buy only 
high-quality investment-grade sterling 
bonds - nothing fancy, no higher- 
yielcfing bonds, no preference shares, 
no convertibles, no derivatives. In- 
vestments are only made in compa- 
nies with stabffily of earnings and good 
cash flow. Flmd volatility is minimised 
and steady, healthy returns with no 
nasty surprises are produced.” 


The Magnificent eight 






Michael O’Hara 


John Ross 


Nigel Lanning 


Jeffrey Thy lor 


Performance success: Murray Cor- Performance success: Gartmore 
porate Bond - 20th out of all qualify- European Selected Opportunities -8th 
ingunit trust PEPs in regular savings out of all qualifying investment trust 
schemes over one year PEPs over five years. 


CONSISTENCY 

Roger Guy, investment manager, 
Gartmore European Selected Op- 
portunities. “My aim is to be as con- 
sistent in performance as possible. 1 
have achieved this. Gartmore Euro- 
pean Selected Opportunities is a core 
and satellite fend A core of 50 per cent 
in blue chips comes from Gartmore’s 
pan -European model, whereas a 
satellite of 50 per cent is in selected 
opportunities from Gartmore's Pian- 
European research. 

“Overweights and underweights 
are strictfy limited to 10 per cent for 
larger markets and 5 per cent to zero 
in smaller markets. This strict control 
ensures that unreasonable over- 
weight positions can not be taken. 


GLOBAL OUTLOOK 

Ian Lance, investment manager; 
Gartmore Global Utilities “Gartmore 
is a PSP-qualifying fund . This means 
that 50 per cent of the fond must be 
in UK and EU stocks. Gartmore be- 
lieves that global industrial sectors are 
becoming as important as geograph- 
ical sectors as companies themselves 
become multinational- Tb benefit from 
thiswe have a team of global analysts, 
researching companies in a highly 
structured and disciplined way. Tm a 
member of that team and work close- 
ly with Gartmore's own global portfolio 
team of fond managers.” 
Performance success: Gartmore 
Global Utilities -6th out of all quali- 
fying unit trust PEP5 over one year 


LARGE BLUE CHIPS 

Michael O’Hara, fond mana ger, 

Murray European. “During 1998 the 
key to the fond's outperform an ce 
was a focus on large cap stocks and 
the avoidance of cyclical sectors. I 
decided to avoid sectors where 
earning growth is heavily depen- 
dent on increasing global growth. 

As such, sectors such as telecoms, 
life insurance and IT featured heav- 
ily in the portfolio, while there was 
no exposure to steels, chemicals 
and heavy engineering” 
Performance success: Murray Eu- 
ropean - 5th out of all qualifying 
unit trust Peps over one year 

STOCK SELECTION 

John Ross, semor portfolio strategist 
Fidelity International “Stock selec- 
tion, particularly in the US market 
proved very rewarding: technology 
companies such as Amazon, Yahoo 


and America On-line showed extra- 
ordinary performance. In Japan we fo- 
cused on high-quality business that 
can grow profits over time regardless 
of the externa] environment" 
Performance success: Fidelity In- 
ternational -4th out of aD qualifying 
unit trust PEPs in regular savings 
schemes over one year 

TOTAL RETURN 

Nigel Lanning, fond manager, Dres- 
dner ROM Merchants. “The portfolio 
is now valuedat nearly £540mflKon and 
concentrates on the largest blue chip 
UK companies. Attention to total re- 
turn, as well as income, is a key fac- 
tor in the successful formula. The 
management team is constantly seek- 
ing companies with attractive 
prospects in the FT-SE 100 area or just 
outside it Despite having one of the 
highest yields at 4.6 per cent, the trust 

is a sector leader over the last three 
years.” 

Performance success: Dresdner 
RCM Merchants - 45th out of all 
qualifying investment trust PEPs 
over five years 

VISITS 

Jeffrey Taylor, fond manager Per- 
petual European. “We try to anticipate 
macro -economic trends and market 
themes as a guide to stocks. Visiting 
companies across Europe is a key part 
of our approach. When we are con- 
vinced of a case we are happy to take 
a big position, while keeping our eye 
on the weighting relative to our 
benchmark index to judge risk. " 
Performance success: Perpetual Eu- 
ropean - 5th out of all qualifying in- 
vestment trust PEPs over one yean 


Contacts: 

Graham Bates Investment 
Services on 0113 295 5955; 
Kohn Cougar on 0117 946 
6384; Aitchison & 

Colegrave on 0141 332 5961; 
Pretty Financial on 0171- 
377 5754; BEST Investment 
on 0171-321 0100; Fidelity 
on 0800 414171: Financial 
Discounts Direct on 01420 
549090; Scottish Widows on 
0131 655 6000; Societe 
Generale on 0808 100 4432; 
M&G 0800 390390; HSBC 
on 0800 181890; Jupiter on 


0800 050098; Britannia on 
0141 248 2000; BWD 
Rensburg on 0113 245 4488; 
CGU on 0181-686 9BI8; 
Gartmore on 0800 289336; 
Invesco on 0800 010333; 
Legal & General on 01222 
448412; Marks & Spencer 
on 0800 363432; M&G on 
01245 390390; Newton on 
0800 614330; Old Mutual on 
01256 768888; Perpetual on 
01491 416123; Portfolio 
Fund Managers on 0171- 
638 0808; Save & Prosper 
on 0800 829100. 


Look to Europe for long-term growth 

The continent is opening up, but there are plenty of investment opportunities nearer to home. By Tony Lyons 


WITH JUST a few weeks to go before 
PEPS disappear, now is the time for 
investors to make up their minds. If 
you have not already made your PEP 
investment for the current financial 
year, you need to act now. 

But the problem facing any poten- 
tial investor is where to put your 
money. Stock markets continue to be 
in a very volatile state. Even though 
the UK has clawed back most of the 
fafl since last summei; and the FTSE 
100 even touched a new high in Jan- 
uary; there is still nervousness about 
where share prices are heading. 

“If we really are now in a low in- 
flation environment, investors should 


expect lower returns,” says John 
Irons of Societe Generale. “The high 
returns of the past must be forgotten. 
If you can make 8 to 10 per cent per 
annum when inflation is running at 
under2j> percent you are doing vreE" 

PEPs are best suited to long-term 
investment “Deciding where to put 
your PEP money depends very much 
on your aims," says Roger Cornick of 
Perpetual, the largest PEP manager: 
"Are you young and therefore likely to 
be looking for long-term growth or if 
you are a more mature investor are 
you looking for more tax-free income 
and less growth? 

“Generally, if you are a first-time 


PEP investor looking for growth, you 
should look initially at UK hinds. If you 
already have UK PEPS, or take a more 
international outlook, then you should 
consider European funds. Those 
seeking to maximise income should 
consider corporate bond foods.” 

The latter are likely to be the most 
widely bought PEPs in the run-up to 
the end of toe financial year Many in- 
vestors nervous about where stock 
markets are headingare transferring 
their existing holdings in order to park 
their profits, while others are at- 
tracted by the headline yields, gen- 
erally between 6 and 8 per cent 
The problem with corporate bonds 


is that they crffer less potential for capi- 
tal growth. “While they will suit some- 
one seeking to maximise income with 
low risk,” says Toby Thompson of 
Newton, "many investors could do bet- 
ter with an income fund that gives a 
good total return, that is a balance of 
rising dividends and capital growth.” 

If you are looking for long-term 
growth, most fund managers advise 
European funds. “The trend in rising 
share prices of continental European 
countries is vay likely to continue ova- 
the next few years,” says Thompson. 

“Europe is still coming out of re- 
cession and the recent monetary 
union is likely to strengthen compe- 


tition in the EU," says Loughlin Calla- 
han, of Mercury Asset Management 

European shares will also benefit 
from increased pension fond buying, 
with European pension funds now 
looking to invest increasingly in 
equities throughout the EU for the 
growth to provide the future pensions 
for an increasingly ageing population. 

Meanwhile, “growth investors 
should not ignore the UK” says Cor- 
nick, “as there is still good value to be 
found. While there is talk of a reces- 
sion, which we flunk we will just 
avoid, we are optimistic about the 
outlook onwards from the second half 
of 1999.” 
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Tomorrow’s life of leisure. s 

Today’s top quarttie funds:* 

European Selected Opportunities Fund 1st 
Global Growth Fund 1st 

Global Utilities Fund 1st 

UK Smaller Companies Fund 1st 

Benefit now from a final year of investment in 
a tax free PEP 

The Gartmore Global PEP 
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Top notch 

PEPS.... , 

....at rock 
bottom rates 




1. Inveieo 
l JopHW 
^ pcrprt» tt ‘ 

4. CGI? 

5. 7A&.G 


Investors may save up to £300 on a £6000 PEP when they 
send their application via PEPDIRECT. 

Wfe charge just one fkrf fee of £25 and we rebate 
any initial commission" back to you. 

We can often negotiate reductions in your PEP'S 
initial charges too. 

In the first four months of 1998 done, we saved investors over 
£2 million in relumed commissions and discounted charges. 
For a free brochure and guide, call Freephone 

0800 413186 

Open seven days a week 

PEPDIRECT 

AT TQ DIRECT CHOICE 

The UK's LARGEST Rot-Fee PEP Provider" 

FOTBKriBiiQlRHICHMIinnpOMdde^n) jr 
■ ■■ i fcjsl Oat |A, vto n Infcemtoi firianl a 

5SL HLH m wezbi wad 3* M* id taemeris aid lie worn 

InoidMioBUridiHiaiPMdBrtltas^ rwtsrooiM>eni>ix 
Mbes*U bcnygadiooqdMtiymMdiitoi 
nymod«>. ■PlwiQriata'«wrf»rwnitmm( MrebmdlensiR."fioQ)nr I9W 

7he PEPtXRECT Tean, Tbiqvil Gork pic, FREEPOST WV316, 

St Chapel Ash, Wol v erhampton, West Midlands WV3 QTZ 

E-MAlHoriq uHciark- popdirrict jx>. uk 


THE HILL SAMUEL BRITISH PEP 
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Top class British 
PEP performance, 

Freecall 0800 597 47 27 

or see your Independent Financial Adviser 



3 year 

5 year 

10 year 

QuartSe 

Ranking* 

1st 

1st 

1st 


Your final opportunity for PEP investment with one 
of the UK's largest fund managers.* 

Scanning the horizon for the home for your last PEP? Look no 
further than the Hill Samuel British Trust Investing in larger UK 
companies for over 40 years, it has achieved top quarttie 
performance* over the last three, five and ten years and an 
AA rating from a respected Industry body". Combine these 
compelling arguments with the investment expertise of one of the 
UK's largest fund managers, plus the strength and commitment 
that comes with the backing of the Uoyds TSB Group and the 
decision should be plain sailing. 




HILL SAMUEL 

fonruni thinking 


Hill Samuel Asset Management - the fund management arm of the Lloyds TSB Group 
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Make all the right moves 

Select the right fund and sector to be on to a winner. By Iain Morse 


The pros and cons 

Nic Cicutti answers common questions on whether t o invest in PE P S 


PERSONAL EQUITY Plans have been 
available for 1 2 years and their past 
performance can vary from the 
sublime to the ridiculous. Among the 
best performers, Fbreign & Colonial's 
Enterprise investment trust PEP has 
grown £1,000 into £3,552 over five 
years, a compound annual return of 
28.6 per cent Compare this to a return 
of just £1,034.92 over the same period 
for the same initial investment from 
Murray Johnstone's Smaller 
Companies PEP fond (source 
Moneyfacts to 29.01.99). 

But care is needed: Foreign & 
Colonial's fond invests in the high-risk 
and volatile venture and development 
capital sector These are small 
company shares, and Murray’s fond 
shows the risks inherent in the sector. 

“Choice of sector and fond is 
critical," warns Richard Hunter; of the 
independent financial advisers Holden 



Euro PEPs: on top Brian Harris 

Meehan. “But you should also look at 
charges and be clear about the period 
over which you are investing.” 

The five top-performing unit trust 

PEPs over the last five years have all 
been European funds, including 
Gartmore's European Selected 
Opportunities, which has turned £1,000 
into £2,945.67 over the same period. 
Guillaume Rambourg, a fond 


manager; argues: “Europe still has a 
long way to go. Our fond yields only 
about 1.5 per cent, but is showing 
strong capital growth. 

“What we are seeing In European 
equity markets is a fundamental shift 
to giving shareholder value. Also there 
is a move by private investors away 
from cash, bonds and property 
towards equities. I expect the sector to 
continue to give good returns.” 

Most European funds exclude 
shares in British fir ms, b ut Newton 
has just launched a PEP that covers a 
pan-European unit trust This could be 
the start of a trend; the euro and 
convergent tax regimes are creating 
what amounts to a single stock market 
for shares traded in European firms. 

Newton's Sara Royie says; “Some of 
the main opportunities in Europe are 
not now one-country specific and need 
a fond investing across the continent.” 



AOTlhTVESTOR considering the 
meriteofinvesttogina PEP will 
have many questions. Here are 
some of the most common. 
Why invest in a PEP? 

If you are looking for capital 
growth or income, orabalance 
of the two and you are hoping 
to make more than if you placed 
your money in a building soc- 
iety deposit account it makes 
sense to invest in one. That 
said, perhaps you may notbe a 
taxpayer; in which case, simply 
investing in one of the PEP'S 
underlying investment prod- 
ucts may suit you just as welL 
What are the benefits of a 
PEP? 

Broadly, it is the fact that in- 
come from a PEP is tax-free. 
And ifyou keep your money in- 
vested, this income rolls up in 
a tax-free environment 
What about capital gains? 
Capital gains tax tCGD is 
payable on the first £6, 800 of re- 
alised gains in the current tax 
yean So you would need to see 
substantial profits from your 
PEP investment before bene- 
fiting from its tax-free envi- 
ronment 

What happens if 1 tak e out 
more than one general PEP 
in a year? 

The taxman will catch you. 
When you take out a PEP you 
have to give your National 


Property 


Tnqrranpp n imihp ^ which al- 
lows the Inland Revenue to do 
a cross-cheek. 

What are the risks of a PEP? 
TTreyv ar yfrOraPEFtoPEPBut 
essentially, they are the same 
risks as with all equityfinked in- 
vestments. Basically the value 
of your fond can foil as well as 
rise, and you could get back less 
than you have invested - 
although this is not the case 
with some “guaranteed” funds. 

This could affect the income 
stream you may be expecting 
from a PEE That said, over a 
longer period of time, the 
world's largest stockmarkets 
have delivered better returns 
than through a 1 bank or budd- 
ing society accou nt 
Can I have PEFS for my kids? 
PEPs are a good way to save for 

a child's education. Ybu cannot 
open one in a child's name, 
though if your chfidreoi are 
over 18 and UK residents, they 
can open one for themselves. 
'Vbu can fund their PER al- 
though the cheques into it must 
come from them, not you. 
What can I use PEPs for? 
The list is probably endlesa You 
can use PEPs to help pay off a 
mortgage in just the same way 
as with oldrstyie endowment 
mortgages. They will help pay 
for your kids’ education and are 

very useful as pension top-ups. 


How long should 1 keep a 

PEP? . . 

Unless you are thinking in 
terms of at least three years, 
don't invest in a PEE Most fi- 


least five years. Tfen gives more 

of a chance to smooth out the 
stockmarket’s ups and downs. 
What about charges? 
Charges vary substantially. %u 

could find yourself paying an ini- 
tial charge of up to 6 per cent, 


of up to 1.75 per cent This 
m pflns that ifyou were invest- 
ing only for the short term, the 
initial charge on a PEP could 
well cancel out any growth in 
the first year 

How would 1 cash in a PEP? 
Simple. You contact the com- 
pany concerned, give them no- 
tice of encashment by filling in 
a form they will send you, or by 
sending in a letter, and a 

cheque will be on its way to you 

within weeks. Remember 
though- once you have cashed 
in that PEP you will lose that 
year's PEP entitlement forever. 
What about partial encash- 
ment? 

The same applies as above. Be- 
ware of penalties for partial 
withdrawals. 

What about transferring be- 
tween PEP providers? 

There is no problem with 


switching between one fond 
manag er and another You can 
switch without affecting this 
year’s allowance. But to retain 
your PEP entitlement your 
new managermust do the don- 
key work - do not sell the PEP 
yourseft with the aim oF setting 
up a new one. 

How can I transfer? 

The new manager will sendyou 
a transfer form to fill in. there 
may however be a problem. 
Some PEP managers admin- 
ister their plans so that each 
year's separate PEP is amal- 
gamated with previous years'. 
Can I switch between Rinds 
under one manager? 

Usually that is not a problem. If 
the investment sector you have 
been in is not doing weft or the 
fond you are in has turned out 
to be a dog you can move. 
There may be transfer charges. 
Is there tax to pay if I switch 
from one fond to another? 
By transferring your shares, you 
are effectively selling the old 
ernes and buying new ones. But 
because this is done within a 
PEE there will be no tax to pay. 
Can I add to my PEP? 

Yes, as long as it is within the 
annual £6,000 limit for general 
PEPS and £3,000 for single com- 
pany PEPs. Bear in mind that 
once that tax year is oven you 
cannot add to that year’s PEE 






READ ALL ABOUT IT. 


Fidelity has the strength, 
resources and talent to run 
this type of fund and has not 
simply gone for a fund with 
a headline-grabbing yield. 


Mark Dampier, Head of Research - 
Hargreaves Lansdtnvn. 

Waft kind permission of Investment Arfvfccf 25.1.99 
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.. ■ With imerest rates falling sharply, it's not 

. •• j ' surprising chat High Yield Bond PEPs are all 

■ ! the rage. But before you make your derision, 

. ■' , ensure you read all the facts about what's on 

• • — " offer Fidelity's Extra Income Fund PEP is 

designed to give you an estimated income of 7.5% * p.a., tax free, but 
without taking undue risks with your money. 

Unlike some of our competitors, we don’t rake bets on the 
direction of interest rates or inflation figures. Instead we have an award 
winning team of over 60 analysts and fund manage is totally dedicated u 
investigating the credit worthiness and risk of companies whose bonds 
we might buy. 

Wc believe no-onc has a bigger team of bond experts. In the highly 


•; v* * . . . i o 

•1 ’ : l ■ :_f •- • ’jra < 


specialised field of high yield bond investment, there’s no substitute for 
this scale of research. So phone now, PBVBAHOTUNE9AMTO&mi7CMYS 

send off the coupon or speak to your IFA 0800414171 

for your launch pack. 11 send yon a www.fidalIty.co.uk 

free guide on investing for income as welL That's got ro be good news. 

To: Fidelity Investments, PC Bax 86. Tonbridge, Kent TN11 9YB. Phone 
0800 41 41 71. Please send me information on Fidelity's Extra Income PEE 
The Fidelity Marketing Group may retain your Dame and address to bring to 
your attention future product opportunities 

Name MtMh/MVMki 


0 
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«*. , lacfr ric ejrwf L,-rr. j U * cectpait jbJ dUuie jnd m wbuJun* Paa ixjj.vrtuiue a nu g=jnn«ne rf fcnne mom The wine H m-ammo miy a> davn anS « op aid a tanaa* mar not k! 

taji itw nswi awml No hat her PET tsvonnrntg eat be nude Aut April |>N4 x> crormc PEA cjs con mac to gto» as- few Ibf whx of ux ump gad thgidm to area m j PEPot ISA <AS depend on ( 
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HJqni^iluuiculU.urT fnvi-nrnvifaionjUcaasttihJnin Jt rCuidnl xid [wsnblr tommreJ Ltncd kr Fuidttv hranaeets Ud. reKuiuaJ b? 1MRO ^d [fee Pcrwni hresnnent Authahy CM397 j j aig fcwtf f ^ y ” "T ” M 88 ” *** 

bl3ndl3r i! Poo [f based on euymg to sailing pnws to Ol .02.99 with gross income reinvested. C8.000 invested 5 years ago is now wortn C12.283. an average annualised return aM5 41 •» ■ 2% discount an th* huvtno nnr« *«, i 7 

i,i .000 or more. Oflw endn 51 h AprB 1999. ■ You can contrtbule to a PEP untfl 5.4.99. whan it win be replaced by the new IntflvkJual Savings Account (ISA). Thereafter, PB=*s wffl enloy the same tax benefits hs ISAb. Indutfina a nn Hiuirianr urets for lump sum PEP investments of 

foot past IH^vmance fa not necessarily 0 guxfo to future performance. ■ The value of investments aJfoTinrSme fiom them may SSSSSm ^ " Y<3U 3fl0Uld remernber 

unit ^st managed by f^uryFund Managera \Ua (regulated by 1MRO and the Personal Investment Authority}, the uiit trust management arm of Mercury Asset Management Ltd. ■ The Mercury PEPs are managed by Mercury Assetfctenaoemant Lid foMulatad Growth Rjnd *®-a 

SciMcos Ud, 33 j^ngWlttem Street. London EC4R 9AS, which is regulated by the Personal investment A uthority, and represents only the Mercury Marketing GrtHfoand Its packaged projects which faSSTSrt 


WHERE 15 MILLION INVESTORS PUT THEIR TRUSTS 


‘If an area 
becomes 
famous 
because of 
television 
you might 
find that it 
detracts 
from people 
wanting to 
live there’ 

- what 
happens to 
property 
prices when 
a hit TV 
show comes 
to town? 


Even in the city , slip ups can so 
easily be avoided . 

If you’re pot careful, those first steps into the tax-free savings world of PEPs can seem a trifle 


complex anft worse stfil, paved wim hidden drains on yo ur i nv e s tm en t But there is a simple way 
around the problem™ The Scottish hi vestment Dust FIX. 


us, thexers ®> danger of you getting less than full value on your investment 

An investment that perform s out of its akin with impressive returns from a truly global basket of 
equities. - over 13% pa. growth, tax free, since launch.* And, from next April you will be able to 
invest tax -efficiently with STT utilising our tow-charge 

ISA- Please ask US far details— so that we may keep you u _____ 

informed. MO BtWf COW* DOT tm OR 


So make it easy on yourself. Simply fill in the coupon or 
call 

our FREEFONE NUMBER, 
it could prove very fruitful indeed. 


THE SCOTTISH 
INVESTMENT TRUST PLC 


No BURT COSTS, EXIT IBS OR 
MM— I IBM 

Awrial fee JUST £30 SUB tot 

Rmm act £100 HR M0WH 

One of ok wood's uumbt 

MVPTMBfT TRUSTS 

GMWLMVESlldrSFRiAP 

Low COST SHARE EXCHANGE 


VESTMENT 


MADE 


EACH 

HiSfJt 



T! TO I'-Uii; 1 . 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL FREE 0800 424422 

or as -;.n; heOtHOrlf'Sit .CO .uk 

11 f 111 H 2 :h " 21 14 r <-q ?.jo r.of^ra,in wi/r ea M 


Soubx: ffT ■ 1 HW to I J*bomj WW, tacorac Rjorend emu. ^ 


The Mercury European Growth PEP 


One Year 


Three Years 


Five Years 


Look what we’re 
back from Europe 


If you'd been able to invest 
in the Mercury European 


Growth PEP at launch in 


December '83, today, an initial £6,000 


investment would have grown into a 


tax free lump sum of £72,988* which 


equates to an average annual return of 


over 1 7% - and the PEP returned 20% 


last year alone. 


Let the Mercury European Growth PS 3 


bring you the potential of Europe 


a key investment theme for today. 


For foil details, complete the coupon, 


cafl the number opposite or contact 


your financial adviser. This tax year is 


your last opportunity to PEP this fond. 


and there’s a 2% discount on lump 


sum Investments of £1,000 or more 


until April 5th. Welcome to Mercury. 
Enjoy your stay. 


RaquBsts. Mercury Asset Management Ltd, 
FREEPOST KE4930, Lcrxlon EC4B 4DQ. Ptoete sand me 


Bl^ CAPiTALa If you would prefer not to receive 
SJJin □ Me ^ LynchGrcx * PraduM, please tick 


0500 0500 68 


AaUssJdtry a Menfl Lynch a Co, he 
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PERSONAL EQUITY PLANS/7 


Time to switch? 

If your PEP has been a bit of a dog, maybe you should move 
your funds. But study the options carefully. By Tony Lyons 


I t may not be obvious to most PEP 
investors, but a second battle front in 
the war for our custom is opening up. 
This is not shnply about where to 

place our last remaining £6,000, but about 

where to transfer all our other PEP in- 
vestments if we feel they are not per- 
forming weD enough. 

Rmd managers know too well that 
there wih be no more PEP money after 5 

April, In addition to limbering up for the 
new Individual Saving Account (ISA); 
which comes on stream thereafter; they 
tom to take advantage of the fact that this 
last deadline is also likely to stimulate 
many of us into checking how well our in- 
vestments have done so for. 

It may be tempting to switch out of a 
poorly performing PEP before the April 
deadline. But you shouldn't rush into any 
precipitate decisions. While no new money 
will be allowed into PEPS, transfers be- 
tween managers wfflstiU be allowed It wffl, 
in foot, be the only PEP market in town. 

Why should anyone consider a transfer? 
There can be any number of reasons. Over 
time, your investment aims may change. 
Younger investors are more Hkely to be 
looking for tax-free maximum capital 
growth, while older ernes tend to be more 
keen to seek extra income to supplement 
a pension. Asyou near reti reme nt age, you 
may want to transfer your PEP funds from 
higher to lower-risk investments. 

Maybe you have a number of PEPs with 
different managers, having in the past al- 
located your annual allowance to different 
groups, and now want to consolidate 
them under one root Or you could be ner- 
vous about the direction share prices are 
heading. If so, and you have made sub- 
stantial profits from existing PEPS, you 
may then want to park your existing prof- 
its in a low-risk home. 

But one of the best reasons for trans- 
ferring is because you have invested in a 
fund that has consistently been under- 
performing. Unfortunately there are a 
large number of funds that foil to beat their 
benchmarks, let alone do better than 
their numerous rivals. 

“After three years is a good time to as- 
sess performance - so many groups have 
rhangpri ow nership and many managers 
have moved on to other jobs in that time," 
says Jason Holland of BESt Investment 
Brokers, who specialise in PEP and unit 
trust investment 

“While some managers have forecast 
the market correctly quite a few have 
consistently got it wrong,” says Mr Hol- 
land. And unless there is a convincing ai^ 
gument otherwise, these are the funds you 
should seriously consider moving. 

His company regularly reviews PEP 



Transfers can take yon Into a different money league 


Reuters 


funds and has found that while there are 
a number a top performers, there are 
many dogs, funds that always seem to 
underperform. It defines a dog as one that 
consistently not only foils to beat its 
benchmark index, but also foils it by 10 per 
cent or more. BESt Investment has pro- 
duced a review of these dogs, available to 
readers who contact the company. 

“I nvesto rs should periodically review 
their PEPS” says Graham Bates of Best 
Investment Services. “There is no reason 
to leave your money in funds that consis- 
tently underperform. So many investors 
bqy a PEP that they then shove away in 
a drawee The periodic statements and val- 
uations they receive will tell them that the 
performance reflects the market, but this 
does not necessarily mean that the fund 
has been doing welL In fact, it could be 
doing rather badly compared with its 
competitors in the sector" 

As many investors foil to do these re- 
views, Graham Bates is offering help 
with this, in return for giving his finn the 
renewal commission paid to advisers by 
PEP managers. 

To help you decide, the table shows the 
average performance of frilly qualifying 
funds in the most popular sectors. If your 
PEP investment shows substantially 
poorer returns, you manywish to consider 
making a transfer. 

If you do want to move your existing 
PEP investment vehicle within the same 
group, to a low-risk investment or from a 
poor performer to a better one, all that is 


often needed is a quick phone call followed 
by confirmation of the tr ansfe r in writing. 
This can often be done five of charge or 
at a low cost and takes very little time. 

If you want to transfer part of a PEP 
holding to another manager you face a 
major problem. Most groups, apart from 
fidelity, bundle your PEPs together This 
means that they have no way to separate 
each year's PEP investment 

Of the main manag ement groups Only 
Fidelity allocat es ea ch year’s allowance 
into a discrete PEP So apart from this 
group, you cannot do apartial transfer 'fou 
are faced with an all or nothing decision. 

If you decide to go ahead, you will need 
to ask the new manager for the necessary 
forms, fiD them in, and then wait for the 
transfer to happen. “This can take some 
time, anything up to month, when you will 
be out of the market” warns Mr Holland. 
Also watch out as a large number of PEP 
managers will make a charge for transfers. 

“FUrther there is no guarantee that the 
new fond will give an improved perfor- 
mance,” says Graham Bates. “And if there 
is a 5 per cent initial charge with the new 
fund, it will have to do that much better” 

“If you transfer to a group that is 
offering a discount cn its charges at the 
time, you should get at least as good a deal 
or better;” says Paul Penny of Financial 
Discounts Direct, one of a large number 
of executio n-onl y brokers who offer 
discounts to PEP investors. “So you may 
find that the initial charge can be sub- 
stantially reduced.” 
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until April F> 99 . From that 
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toKfivkhol Savtnjp Account 
(ISA 1 will be available. 

Lcjpl & General (Direct > 
Untiled Registered in 
England No. ZTO 08 Q. 
Registered Office- Temple 
Cam. 11 Queen Victoria 
Sorer, London BUN ATT. 
Legal & General Direct rS a 
repres e ntative only of the 
Legal & General marketing 
group, members ot which 
am regulated by the Personal 
Investment Authors? and 
IMRO for the purposes of 
recranmendoig. advising an 
and selling life assurance and 
inversmeru products bearing 
Legal * General's name, 
reps are provided by 
Legal X General 'Unit Trust 
Muiagmi Umfled. 


iwoaraoiw-iooaw 


A glance ji the table will show you 
how the Legal <& General All-Share 
Index-Tracking PEP has out-performed 
all its major All-Share Index-Tracking 
competitors since it* launch. 

U follow*, the FTSE All-Share Index. 

This Index reflects the performance of 
the entire blockmarks. so it reduces the 
risk of being' over-exposed to shares 
which under-perform and lessen your 
return. In fact, a lump sum of itJ.OuO 
invested in this PEP at launch would 
now be worth iln.-tSO*. 

With no initial charges on lump sum 
investments, more of your money is 
invested at the outset for maximum 
growth potential, there are no 
withdrawal fees and with an annual 
management charge of 0,5°o - the value 
for money is outstanding. 

So make the most of today's 
opportunities. For further details 
( including information on our monthly 
saving option ) call now. 


INVEST 

NOW 

to make the most 

of your final year’s 
PEP allowance 


Investment performance since launch" 
November 95 to febnurv 99 


ftwchlrr 


Annual 

Management 

Charge 


Growth 


Legal & General 0.50 ft b 74.834 b 

Drcsdner RCM 0.50** ~2.87 ®h 

Gortmone 


Virgin 


1 . 00 % 


7D.*P» 


[NO initial charges on lump sum inivstmenfs 1 
| NO withdrawal fee ' 

j 0.5% annual management charge 


Visit our web site at rvwtr. LandG.com 


Iind out more note- 


call freephone 


0500116622 


Sam lo Spin weekdays, 
9 ant to 5 pm weekends. 


Please quote ref: D5QJ05 


:Wi M'Vth.iifii.; - 
nn-|L.«n/ 


Yes , 


Surname t Mr lira Mia Mst 


Fi-rcnameii 


-~»* 

D 5 DJ 05 


I ttouid like more 
tnfomauon jhosfl ihr Legal A General 
Index -Ttadunjt PEP. Pea to 
lepil & General « Dbun i Inratcd, 
FREEPOST .STC 0467 . Caidrff CFI IYST. 

If you abtadv have ant, reP 
■tvtsunera, plerere Uc± hae Q. 

Ve nay telephone you lo male sure 
btfcfmaoon requeued has arrived 
saldy. No»- and then, we nuy leD 
you abcu rrfter products or Mdos 
offered by Ihe Legal & General Group 
of c o mpares that w believe out be 
of Intemt lo yt<j. If you would prefer 
rtec w mow Ihts carefully -decied 
informal kin. plow udt here □ 


.UUress- 


Potuvdr- 


Dak • of bmb. 


Tct. .Mo- Home _ 


General 


U K 


T R A C K C R 


High performance. 
Low charges. 


When you take out a Scottish Widows UK Tracker PEP, you’ll be 
investing in the fund which has outperformed over 92%’ of all 
1,436 unit trusts since launch in November 1996. 

The fund - the Scottish Widows UK Index Trust - tracks the 
Financial Times Stock Exchange 100 Index, which currently 
includes companies like BP, Marks & Spencer and BT. And 
our Trust charges are low - in fact, you won’t find a lower-cost 
unit trust**. 

Our UK Tracker PEP is an easy way to invest in the 
UK stockmarkeL 

And remember, after 5 April 1999 you wont be able 
to invest money into a PEP. Shouldn't you find out 
more today? 

For further details, return die coupon or caD 

0345 6789 10 

Quote reference no. 475DN3 



S COTTISH WIDOWS 

www.fcottuhwidowsxB.uk 


Meue return io: 


Sct ^ W ld<>ws.Dlri«S^POB<ra 1 70 3 <L FRE !^^ 


tH TRACKER fT? 


Surname (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) 


.FtarNamefs). 


Address 


foswode 


one No. Work — ™“* " " 

** ■ - 1 - - — ■ — — J r - . * ^ IJl. 9 h to * 39 . 74 . Thu « 


Home 


Date of Kith 


whldi u* beBwa w* 
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Sivufard and /n M — II m rise and bnregqra my not get bock die amount originally Inrgm-L Thg rax HWOnail cfi*E& win dungr In April 

W andaiwln™me&«ndi«nwj proteateo adk t* rooorded or loooUored “Source The Rwordi Depamaeai Lid « IW- 

hr Scottish Wkfaw Ipwamrau Wanagment Limited- Kegdawd by dre IVrwnal hwaiB Aothortiy and IMRn 
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Star performers 
usually show early talent 


■ jf i . 


y, 



No. 1 over 3 months 
No.l over 6 months 
No.l over 12 months 
No.l over 2 years 

No.l over 3 years 

Top 2 over 5 and 7 years 


Lots of youngsters show early promise, but it's n»ir main di.it 
develop into a really outstanding success like our Premier 
Dividend PEP An investment which has proved itself a top 
performer in the L T K Equity Income Scrim; .1 sector that 
contains over 70 funds. 

Why not invest in our star performer, in dds the last PEP 
investment \rar. 

Premier Dividend PEP 

EXCEPTIONAL PERFORMANCE 

Contact your usual financial advisor 

or call 0800 212577 now 

complete and return the coupon. 

Premier Portfolio Managers Ltd 

Premia House, 23/27 Cherta-y Sum. Uuildlurd. Surrey GL'l 
RroibinlU nno Mnulrari At nf^PlMx 

.SnmStafanll nrellaiful-M>uivn^aiiai.| I^WlwaluiiiTn iiilnitihim mm-tnl 

Please send me fun her detail, oil the Premier Dividend PEP 
Name 


Address 


Rra perfrmjnee b no wrarfw a pat iu il* fimirc Tbr pra* if imk* and 

ihc ioanie firan ikon nw ) b# down aa ntl as qj and you nu >’ 71 hick kniizao 
you ncacd. F JC rWifr rata tr 9 Jki roirr ibe value if umfaSna; mnea 

nraiBin to fid or ny Tax oaoreraow are im prarareroH and mt}' br 
dnogpd ■ mrr OBiKtiicir rakre wl rfcpmd un mfimtol ekirensmcti. 

lnriibf Ppuiuj hrtLfio Manapas Lsdscd 


Postcode 


Telephone: 


I. Sal il HOlVl 









8/PERSONAL equity plans 


Get a drip on yourself 


The deadline for buying PEPs may be just weeks away, but the spectre of stockmarket volatility is a powerful 


deterrent to buyers. However, stress-free investing can be yours - with a drip-feed PEE By Iain Morse 


f— M^ihere is onfy a matter of weeks 
I left if you fancy a last-minute 
I PEP (dosing date is 5 April, 
JL. the end of the tax year). But 
if you have been left feeling queasyby 
share-price volatility, the thought of in- 
vesting up to £6,000 in a lump sum 
could be too much to stomach. 

After all, December of last year saw 
some of the largest ever one-day rises 
and falls in the value of the FTSE All 
Share Index. 

Richard Hunter, of LFA Holden 
Meehan, warns: “We could still be in 
for a white knuckle ride. I have not 
advised any of my clients to make 
single premium payments into an 
equity PEP over the last 12 months. 
Pound cost averaging is the best 
response to real market uncertainty 
of the kind we now face." 

This approach spreads investment 
over peaks and troughs, buying into 
unit or investment trusts each month. 

PEP providers are allowed to offer 
this facility for up to 12 months of the 


taxyrarfeDowfag that in which you use 
your PEP allowance. Basically, you in- 
vest in the PEP now; and the manager 
feeds into equities a bit at a time. 

Drip-feed PEPs combine a tax- 
free cash account with regular pre- 
mium savings plan into one or more 
of their available hinds. 

ft you invest just before the 5 April 
5 deadline, your cash will earn inter- 
est gross while paying regular 
monthly premiums into one or more 
funds of your choice for up to 12 
months. But a little care fa needed; not 
all providers offer this facility and there 
can be significant variation between 
those that do. 

Fbr instance, NP1 offers a drip-feed 
PEP investing your cash over three, 
six or 12 months. Its tax-free cash 
account is paying a current gross rate 
of 525 per cent interest with a mini- 
mum lump sum of £4,000 and choice 
of up to eight qualifying funds. 

Meanwhile, Henderson Investors 
will let you invest over the same 


periods but also a offers a reinvest- 
ment option within the overall 12- 
month Emit This allows you to redean 
any investment already made for the 
current year’s PER revert your cash 
to a tax free account, and then re-in- 
vest it over three or six months. 

EfeiKlersonfaairrentlypaying5per 
cent gross on cash balances, will 

accept a minimum l ump aim in- 

vestment of £2,000 and offers a choice 
of 25 unit and investment trusts 
through its plan. 

Fidelity has also entered the field 
bat offers phased investment over onfy 
siv months, with a minimum lump sum 
investment of £6,000. Interest is cur- 
rently paid at 4^5 per cent, with a 
choice of up to 20 qualifying funds. 


Ft^ficrth^cuivicecmcbip-JeedPE^ 
contact Richard Hunter at Holden 
Median on 0171-692-1700 or speak to 
your existing mdependentjinancial 
adviser. Fbr details qf an adviser near 
you, call 0117 971 1177 



‘Drip feeding' is a shot in the arm for the PEP market John Voos 


•As at 12.2.99 the gross redemption yield and gross distribution yield for the M&G High Yield Corporate Bond Fund wane 73% and 73% respectively. Estimated yields will vary 
and up to date figures are available on request at the number below, f Since launch in February 1993, the average annual return of the M&G Managed Income Fund is 113% 
as at 29.1.99 and 7.3% over 5 years (Offer to bid, gross income reinvested). The tax reclaim under PEPs will fall from 20% to 10% from 6.4.99 and to zero from 6.4.04. Source: 
M&G Statistics. Both funds are managed by M&G Securities Limited (regulated by the Personal Investment Authority and IMRO). M&G do not offer Investment advice or make any 
recommendations about Investments. We only promote the packaged products and services of the M&G marketing group. The tax regime of PEPs and ISAs may change, and the value 
of the tax benefits will depend on the Individual arcumstances of the investor. The price of units and the Income from them can go down as well as up, you may not get back as much 
as you invested. Issued by M&G Financial Services Limited (regulated by the Personal Investment Authority). M&G House, Victoria Road, Chelmsford CM1 1FB. 
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heights of 


performance 


If you're looking for healthy 


returns from your final PEP 


choice, you should consider the performance 
record of these two M&G PEP funds. 


sf-3 An offer to jump at 








With a tax free yield 


of 7.3% p.a. and the 
potential for some 

— capital growth, this 

Fund offers a higher income than traditional corporate 
bond funds, with lower risk than investments in shares. 


WIMfond 




management 

MONEY, 
1998 h . 


Invest £1,000 or more in either 


PEP fund on or before 5th April 


1999 and you will qualify for a 
voucher worth up to £200 to use 
when you invest in a new M&G 
ISA in the 1999/2000 tax year. 


, The M&G Ukgib£ 

±1*2% p.a ■ 


This popular PEP 
Fund, one of the 
biggest in the country, 
is designed to deliver 
rising income and capital growth. An 11.2%’ average 
annual return has been achieved since launch. As a 
'fund of funds/ it invests in a range of M&G equity and 
bond unit trusts so your risk is spread widely. 


a,; To ensure your last PEP is a 
clear winner, call M&G now for an information pack 
and application form. If it would help you we can 
pre-complete your application form prior to sending it 


Wi 


FREE ISA VOUCHER 
WORTH UP TO £200 


0800 210 22A 


WHEN YOU HppT UP TO £6,000 
IN THE M&tS rcP BEFORE 5A99 


Lines are open 24 hours, 7 days a week. No salesman will call. 
For your protection all telephone calls may be recorded. 
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Cut the costs 
when you buy 


It’s worth shopping around to get 
the best deals. By Iain Morse 


AS MANY as one in five of us 

now buys PEPs and other 
financial products direct 
This means answering an 
advertisement or mating a 

I telephone call as a first step 
to wishing an investment 
Behind this lies a 
revolution in consumer 
attitudes. “People now know 
at least the general 
characteristics of a PEE" 
OT piatna Anthony YagdarofT, 
of PEP broker Allen Direct, 

“and do not feel the need to 
pay high commission fees 
fora face-to-face meeting 
with an advisee” 

PEPs will be superseded 
by the new Individual 
Savings Account from 5 
April, and a boom in their 

I sales is expected in the run- 
up to this deadline. 

If buying through an 
independent financial 
adviser OF A) ox- a company 
representative, expect 
commission to be deducted 
as an up-front charge from 
the value of your 
investment Most PEPs 
earn the advisers selling 
them commission of at least 
3 per cent of tee amount 
invested - up to £180 for the 
marimuni ££,000 allowance. 

Should you be tempted to 
buy direct and cut these 
costs, this can be done from 
several different sources - 
notably a product provider 
Some of these offer only a 
limited product range 
through their own direct 
sales operations. For 
instance Virgin Direct 
offers only two PEPs - a UK 
Tracker growth fend and 
bond and gjlt income fend. 

Neither of these carries 
any initial charges, and bote 
have low respective annual 
management charges of 
just 1 and 0.7 per cent 
Direct Line fa also 
competing in this sector of 
i the market, with a FTSE 
100 H-acker PEE? again with 
no initial charge and with 
an annual manag pmgnt: 
charge of 1 per cent 
Elsewhere, Midland 
Bank rims Midland Direct, 
marketi ng its Household 
Names PEP to existing 
customers, again with no 
initial charge and an annual 
management charge of 1 
percent 

The drawback of these 
providers is teat they do not 
offer much in tee way of 
independent financial 
advice when you buy one of 
their PEPs. to particular; 
they are under no obligation 


to recommend plans from 
other proriders that might 

suit you better. 

This means that caution 
is needed before you decide 
to buy from them. Hie 
products they offer have low 
charges, but also offer a - 
very limited choice of fends. 
UK tracker funds are the 
most common in this 
category because they are 
uniquely suited to being 
sold without an initial 
charge. 

Other discounted fund 
types - particularly those 
investing into corporate 
bonds, and gilts, involve 
real risk to capital and 
require active management 

Corporate Bond PEPs 
are also on offer without an 
initial charge, and are 
frequently sold direct by 
providers such as Fidelity. 
These fends hold only 
bonds issued by large 
companies, again with 
possible risk to both income 
and capital 

Providers such as 
Perpetual and Fidelity; 
which offer far wider ranges 
of PEP funds, have been 
reluctant to enter the direct 
market because they rely so 
heavily on other channels to 
sell their products - 
particularly IFAs. 

One way round this fa for 
providers to offer discounts 
on any initial charge bote 
on PEPs bought direct and 
through IFAs; this can cut 
charges to 2 or 3 per cent. 
Either wax you pay the 
same for your plan. 

Tto reduce initial charges 
further; you can-buy from 
discount brokers who 
reinvest or rebate some or 
all their initial commission, 
living off so-called “trail 
commission” of 0.5 to 1 per 
cent of tee PEPs fund 
value thereafter. 

Shop around, and this 
approach c an he lp you bqy 
a managed PEP with no 
initial charge. 

Most discount brokers 
offer general guidance on 
the past perfbrmance of , 
PEPs and risk-reward / 
ratings ofimderiyingtype of 
investments they hold. 


Product providers include: 
Direct Line, 0845 3000833; 
Midland Direct, 0345 
456123; Virgin Direct 0345 
900900. Discount brokers 
include: Allen Direct, 0800 
339999; PEP Direct 0800 
413186; PEP Shop, 0115-982 
5105. 


That's the average return earned by Virgin 
Growth PEP customers who started investing 
when we launched four years ago. 


Now, we can't guarantee an incredible 
performance like that in the future. No one can. 


But what we can guarantee is a proven 
approach to investment which has kept the 
Virgin Growth PEP among the very best, month 
after month, year after year. 


And all this while charging considerably 
less than the majority. Just 1% a year. That’s it. 



growth 


CALL USJMOW TO FIND OUT MORE 

0345 900 900 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FROM Sam - 10pm 

’Aa-Av.VTrgm-direa.co.uk 


Virgin Direct Personal Financial Service Ltd Is reaulatTvw!^!!^^!-T 
'"•'hority. The price of unite Pm °' Ul 

down as well as up and you may not oet from them can go 

pwfonnance is not necessarily a guide to af ^'° unt V 00 Invest Past 

right up until 5 April 1999 JL *1 03,1 invest in a PEP 
the new Individual Savings AccountAJI ' m * ** ****** W 

Source: Standard & Poors ? C6rded ** monitored. 
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track, yet? 


PEPS come in many guises - but 


i ■ which is right fo r you? By Nic Cicntti 


Fancy tackling the stock market but don't know where to start? Index tracker funds are not 
such a bad place for the beginner to get a foothold. By Rachel Fixsen 



Plotting a successful course through the markets is the 
key to a successful PEP AP 


IT is possible to break PEPs 
down into a number of 
categories, of which managed, 
corporate or single company, 
equity and income, along with 
tracker funds, are the most 
common. 

Corporate bond PEPS aim 
» provide a reasonably high 
ncome stream. If a company 
wants to raise capital at a 
5xed cost it will offer bonds 
paying a higher rate of in- 
:erestthana savings account 

Fund managers aim to pick 
sonds which offer a 

combination of high income 
with minima? risk. They 
generally argue that corporate 
3onds are low-risk. 

WHAT YOU SHOULD 
MATCH OUT FOR: Corporate 
>ond PEPS may have both an 
‘income'’ yield or a 

'redemption” yield. The 
ormer gives an indication of 
he income that you might 
•eceive at current yield rates. 
Hie latter is a measure of the 
ptal possible return, taking 
nto account both income . 
■ayments and the capital 
epayment at maturity of the 
ionds held in the portfolio. 

If the redemption yield is 
ligher than the income yield, 
hat’s OK. If it is significantly 
awei; it means that some of 
he income you receive may 
2ad to losses . 

Also, watch out for interest 
ate risk. If interest rates rise, 
ond prices will foil This 
veans you might get backless 
lan you invested. 

Tracker funds are almost 
Iways a type of unit trust 
’EP which aims to match the 
. erfonnance of a given 
lockmarket This approach 
istinguishes trackers from 
lanaged PEPs. 

While there are some 
xcellent fund managers, 
lost foil to beat the index 
lost of the time, which is 
hat makes trackers 
tractive for novice investors. 

WHAT YOU SHOULD 
JATCH OUT FOR: Most 
ackers will deliver si mi la r 
erfonnance relative to others 


in their sector A key factor 
therefore Is cost The lower 
the management fee and 
initial charges the better Also, 
while trackers will deliver 
above-average performance 
(because the average fond 
under performs the index) 
putting all your money in 
trackers means accepting 
market risk. 

Equity/Income growth 
PEPs offer a mixture of 
income and growth, where 
investors trade a lower 
income initially for a higher 
eventual yield, 'field on 
income funds will typically be 
about 1 per cent greater than 
that available on shares 
generally. That suggests that a 
yield of about 3 to 4 per cent is 
about right if you want the 
op portu nity of capital growth. 

THINGS TO WATCH OUT 
FOR: Income may foil in 
difficult years as struggling 
companies cut their dividends. 
Ones that quote the highest 
immediate yield may offer few 
opportunities for either capital 
growth or future income rises. 

This may be because they 
have invested in lower-quality 
companies or because a 
higher proportion of your 
money is invested in 
preference shares or gilts to 
boost immediate income. 

With a managed fund, once 
you have decided on the 
investment objective, a fund 
manager takes over. When 
choosing, good independent 
advice ts generally cruciaL 

THINGS TO WATCH OUT 
FOR: Because managed funds 
vary widely, it is easy to make 
a mistake. You should always 
compare performance over 
several distinct time periods. 

The Independent* has 
published a free 'Guide to 
PEPs*, written by Nic Cicutti, 
the personal jtrtanoe editor. 
The guide, sponsored by 
Scottish Widows, explains 
many of the commonest 
questions and offers tips on 
how to find the best PER For 
your copy, call 0345 678910 


INVESTING IN the stock market can 
seem pretty complicated, so anything 
that makes it easier to understand is 
welcome, and this is one of the key at- 
tractions of index tracker famte High- 
earaing fund managers are often 
seen in the financial press, expound- 
ing their views on ti»e future direction 
of the market and the successful 
points of their personal investment 
strategy. So how is it that tracker 
funds, or passive funds, sometimes 
produce better returns for their in- 
vestors by mindlessly following a for- 
mula? Is there more to trackers than 
meets the eye? 

What is a tracker? 

Firstly, it is an investment fund - this 
could be a unit trustor an open-ended 
investment company (OEIC). Equity 
investment funds hold shares in a 
large number of companies, and any- 
one can then buy units or ho lding s of 
that fund. What it as a 

tracker is that the fund manager 
tries to mate the fond mirror the 


movements of a particular stock mar- 
ket index - say the FTSE 100. So all 
trackers must be the same... No - for 
a start, they don’t all follow the same 
index. Some are more successful at 
sticking to the index, and some are 
more expensive. 

What's the best index for a 
tracker to track? 

A UK index tracker might follow the 
FTSE All-Share index or the FTSE 
100, and some track the FTSE 250. The 
All-Share covers most of the UK stwk 
market index, the FTSE lOir only 
takes in the 100 largest companies. 
The pros and cons of each vary, de- 
pending on the stock-market. 

How do active funds work? 

Active funds are the opposite of track- 
ers. An active fund manager uses his 
or her investment skills to achieve 
even higher returns than a particular 
index or accepted benchmark. This 
means analysing research on com- 
panies and the economy, and hoping 


to pick those stocks which, jierfomi 
better than average. 

What are the best things 
about a tracker? 

It's easy to understand and you’re not 

relying on the skills of one individual. 
Passive funds tend to achieve better 
performance than most active fund 
managers, according to many studies. 
Analysis by the WM Company shows 
that die majority' of actively managed 
trusts underperformed the FTSE AH 
Share Index over the last decade. 

Why choose an actively 
managed fund? 

You may believe a particular fund 
manager is capable of outperforming 
passive funds. Some, though not many, 
actively managed trusts do outper- 
form the index in the long-term. The 
WM Company says. But their study 
highlights how hard it can be to pick 
a good fond, showing that even if a 
fund is in the top 25 per cent in per- 
formance tahtes in a five-year period. 


there is only a random chance it will 
repeat that in the nexL “Not only do 
very few managers beat the index] but 
its almost impossible to identify in ad- 
vance those that do." says Rowan 
Gormlcy. chief executive of tracker 
prouder Virgin Direct. 

Any ocher reasons? 

Trackers tend to perform well in cer- 
tain investment sectors, but there are 
others where they don’t. “Looking at 
the US. there’s a powerful argument 
for a tracker," says Rob Fisher of 
HSBC Asset Management. Less than 
!5 per cent of actively managed US 
funds outperformed the index in the 
last quarter of 1998. But this is not nec- 
essarily the case for investment in Eu- 
rope or Japan, for example. 

Are trackers safer than 
other PEPs? 

No. This Is a myth. A tracker follows 
an index on its way up. but also has 
to follow it back down. Wheii the 
market is falling, active funds often do 


better than trackers, their advocates 
say. In periods of volatility, active 
managers can shelter investors tty- 
holding fewer equities and more 
bonds, cash and gilts. But an active- 
ly managed fund could become heav- 
ily exposed to one particular company 
which its manager believed was a ris- 
ing star. If he or she were wrong, that 
large holding could seriously dent the 
entire fund. 

Why is our Government 
approving them, then? 

It’s not approving them, exactly. But 
trackers do win the TYeasury's CAT 
benchmark for Individual Savings 
Accounts. This means that purely in 
terms of cost accessibility and terms, 
this ty-pe of fund meets die standard 
laid down. 

The Independent has published u 2S- 
page guide to PEPs ini Nic Cicutti. 
sponsored by Scottish Widows Fund 
Management Fore copy of Hie guide. 
coll 0345 G7S910 
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upiter Income Trust continues to set the 
standard for PEP investment. 

Its record is outstanding, over short periods as 
well as long, as shown in tine table opposite. Its 
recent top sector performance has taken the fund 
to the El billion fund size milestone proving that, in 
the case of this fund, size is no hinderance to top 
performance. 

Moreover, this performance has been achieved 
without undue risk. Over five years, the fund’s 
volatility - the accepted measure of investment risk 
- was substantially less than the sector average.* 

The fund has a triple-A rating - the highest 
awarded from S&P Fund Research and a four star 
rating from S&P Micropal. 

Make your last PEP a star PEP. Talk to 
your financial adviser, call us free or return 
the coupon. 

hz&TlM 1 F Q ¥1 '. M S sil 
OAL-L FS2S qm 33GQ QSQG 38 
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To: Investor Support. Jupiter Unit Trust Managers Ltd., 

PO Box 14470. London SW1X 7SJ. 

Please send me further in for m a t i on on: 

Jupiter Income Trust □ The Jupiter PEP □ PEP Transfer □ 

Print Name (Mr/Mre/Ms) 

Address — 


Post Code 


irtd20.02 
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Jupiter 



*Sourc« S&P Micropal, total retumfonnual votafiBy. 5 years to 1.2.99. Jupiter Unit Trust Managers Ltd is regulated by IMRO and the Personal Investment Authority. Member ol AUTO A Subsidiary of 
Commerzbank AG, one of Germany’s leading banks. The value of an investment in a unit trust and toe income from it can go down as well as up, it may be affected by exchange rate variations, and you may 
not get back tbs amount Invested. Quoted gross distribution yields of toe funds are not guaranteed. Current tax levels and reliefs wffl depend on your individual circumstances, ft was announced In toe Maori 
1998 Budget that tax crecfits will continue to be redafmable in a PEP although no subscriptions can be made after 5 April 1999. From 6 April 1999 PEPs wffl have the same tax advantages as the new Individual 
Savings Account Past performance is not necessarily a guide to future performance. Up to 100% of the annual management lee is to be taken from capital of Growth & Income Fund, Income Trust and High 
Income Fund. This may accordingly restrict capital growth. For your security we may record or randomly monitor all telephone calls. If you are unsure of the suitability of this investment please contact your 
financial adviser. Copies of the haff-yaariy and annual reports may be obtained from Jupiter Unit Trosi Managers Ltd. 4 Grosvanor Place, London SW1X 7TJ. Scheme particulars and key features documents 
may also bo obtained from that address. Investment does not automatically give you entitlement to compensation under the Investors’ Compensation Scheme; further information is available from the Investors' 
Compensation Schema or the Flnendai Services Authority. 
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Dutch silversmith Jan van Nouhuys is devoted to reinventing a near-forgotten art. By Karen Falconer 

Single sheets with soul 


W hen Jan van 
Nouhuys 
turned his 
back on 
jewellery de- 
sign as a 
young man 
to work purely in silver he had no 
intention of making knives and forks 
or even rings, but had bigger things 
in mind. Seduced by the precious 
metal's reflective and sculptural 
qualities, this Dutchman hoped to 
breathe modernity into a dwindling 
skill. Thirty years on, his work 
graces the collections of world lead- 
ers and will show as a centrepiece 
of next week's Spring Olympia fine 
Art and Antiques Fair; where his 
pieces are seen as possible antiques 
of the future. 

According to David Beasley, 
librarian at the Goldsmiths' Hall 
which promotes contemporary sQver 
and jewellery, van Nouhuys's work 
blurs the line between the contem- 
porary and classical “He is accept- 
able by both ends as he follows 
traditional sUversmithing ideas of 
function and object, but his work has 
a pleasing, soft quality and is less 
angular than some of our British cut- 
ting-edge modernists." 

In a field with a history of the or- 
nate, Jan van Nouhuys’s silverware 
is modern and geometrically-based 
Among his collection are two chat- 
ting jugs, about 20cm high, a 14cm 
cubic teapot, a curious pair of 30cm 
high twin vases and a basket Per- 
haps his best-known work is the table 
bell-cum -candlestick that he de- 
signed for the Dutch government in 
1992 as presents for work! leaders at 
the Maastricht summit” 
SQversmithing is an art for van 
Nouhuys. “I am an artist and sfl- 
veranith,'’ he proclaims. “I create as 
an artist because 1 do what my 
heart tells me. It’s about fas cina tion." 

Van Nouhuys has spent his entire 
adult life (he is now 50 years oki) pur- 
suing what he describes as his 
“inner calling"; helping others to set 
up in a skill for which uo one pro- 
duces the tools -you have to make 
them yourself or wait for an existing 
silversmith to retire; bringing other 
artists or designers together to pro- 
duce pieces in silver, organising 
exhibitions; lecturing; studying past 
skills and setting up “Silver in 
Motion", a project that led to the for- 
mation of a centre for contemporary 
silver in a restored water tower in 
Schoonhaven, (now a national 
monument). Later this yean the 
Association of British Designer 
Silversmiths will join him there for 
a collaborative exhibition. 

After such lifelong dedication it is 
perhaps little wonder that he refers 



Clockwise from top left: Bowl, £14,000; Twin vases, £11,000; Cubic Teapot, £4,700; Round Basket, £2,100 


to silver as a living muse: “Though, 
obstinate, silver is very kind, gentle, 
willing, toe-consuming, attention- 

demanding. I want each i»ece to have 

a soul From a straight cubic shape, 
I want it to start living. I ask How can 

I bring life to a cubic form?’ " 

Tike the world of nature he so 
often compares it to, working silver 
is a long a nd organic process which 
affo rds the silversmith time to con- 
sider the way in which the metal 
plays with tight and reflection. Ma- 
chine-made stiver; van Nouhuys 
insists, is “completely dead” and will 
never have the artistic value of 
hand-made pieces (his are normal- 
ly one-offs). 

Sometimes, as with his 30cm 
scuftpured candle stands, wine jugs 
and a rather ornate bowl with zig-zag 
edge, he works from a single piece 
of silver sheeting so the finished 
product is seamless. It’s almost a 
point of principle. “Historians used 
to say it is impossible to work as the 
famous 17th-century silversmith 
Adam van Vianen did, creating out 
of a single silver sheet As a silver- 
smith, I said it must be possible. I'm 
not saying I'm as good as him, but 
I've worked out the hypothesis and 
rm on the way.” He also works back 
to front from traditional techniques 
to make pieces like his cut-stivts- bas- 
ket, sawing the diamond shapes out 
of the sheet before raising it into the 
shape he wants, or “is allowed to 
make by the material". “In this 
way,” he says, “the boles are all dif- 
ferently subtle and natural” 

Although his pieces sell for thou- 
sands of pounds, he insists they are 
made to be used, not just collected. 
“Using them is the fourth dimension 
of each piece.” he stresses. “Tb take 
it in your hand and use it ... Pieces 
are polished by me in a way that's 
almost too nice. It improves when the 
polish is fading and it’s a bit 
scratched from befogused” But how 
do you evaluate what you are buying 
in the contemporary silver market? 
Stephen Burroughs, director of 
education at the Crafts Council com- 
ments: “The value is largely in the 
design - the shape, form and func- 
tion- as well as theftmstniction. At 
-fts best, -silver r iS ; thought to be 
extremely beautiful as well as utili- 
tarian. After that it all comes down 
to one’s own taste.” 

The Spring Olympia Fine Art and 
Antiques Fair, Tue 23 to Sun 28 Feb 
at Olympia, Hammersmith Road, 
London W14, admission £5 (0271-244 
2219). For information call 0171-370 
8188; or visit their website 
http/fvnowx^ympiara^ 

Jan van Nouhuys: tel 00 31 0182 723 


I Want to Own ... a Laptop computer 


FYom left: Powerbook G3, £2,400, Apple; Jornada 820, £799, Hewlett Packard; VAIO Note PCG-505 FX. £2,099, Sony 


IF YOU daydream of typing the 
next Bonfire of the Vanities while 
travelling to work on a carriage 
crammed with commuters, then 
this column is dedicated to you. 
There is, though, one thing you 
need to know about buying a laptop; 
before you take it out of the box it will 
be redundant Computer manufac- 
turers bring out newei; speedier, 
slimmer models faster than Zoe 
Ball can slam Tequilas. So be 
warned; everything you are about to 
read will be out of date before you 
get your car keys into the ignition, 
let alone make it to PC World. 

POCKET MONEY 

Name: The Hewlett Packard Jor- 
nada 820 
Price: £799 
Stockist: 0990 474 747 


Description: The Jornada effec- 
tively bridges the chasm between 
electronic organisers and grown-up 
laptops. It’s light (1.14kg), has a 
long battery life (10 hours), and 
comes fully equipped with software 
(albeit the stripped-down stuff com- 
monly found on Personal Digital 
Assistants); Windows CE version 12, 
Pocket Word, Excel Pocket Power 
Point and Pocket Outlook and urifiks 
micro PCs, it has a decent-sized 
screen (Scinches wide) and key- 
board. The ever-pulsating brain at 
the heart of this machine compris- 
es an acceptable 190MHz processor; 
16Mb ROM and RAM, and it also 
comes with an in-buitt modem (anew 
standard 56kbps speed), ideal forfax- 
ing and exploring the web (it comes 
with Internet Explorer software). Its 
mayor drawbacks are that it isn't 


particularly upgradeable and there’s 
no CD-ROM (hive. 

Style: *** 

Anything else worth considering? 

Hewlett Packard's cheaper, HP 820 
V2 (£499.99, 0990 474747) organiser 
if you’re only needs are memo- 
writingand storing phones numbers. 

POCKET ROCKETS 

Names Socy VAIO Note PCG-505 FX 
Price: £2,099 
Stockist 0990 424 424 
Description: This slimline laptop is 
slightly heavier than the Jornada, 
more than twice the price and about 
five times the machine. Despite 
being less than an inch thick and less 
than foot wide, this 1.35 kg comput- 
er houses a 10.4-mcfa LCD colour 
screen, 266MHz MMX processor; 
32Mb RAM and a chunky 4.3Gb 


hard disk. Standard accessories in- 
clude a 56kbps modem, external 
CD-ROM and floppy drives, a 
rechargeable lithium battery pack 
(the battery lasts around three 
hours) and a touchpad pen. And 
because it’s constructed using mod- 
ular principles, elements of the 
machine can be upgraded when 
necessary to delay the usual fra efall 
into obsolescence. The main draw- 
back is thatit doesn’t come with any- 
thing other than operating software: 
so expect to shell out more moolah 
before you get into second gear; 
Style: 

Anything else worth considering? 
Compaq’s Presario 1255 (£1,499, 
0845 270 4000) if your priority is a take 
it home and plug-in aH-in-one pack- 
age rather than something small and 
light Bulkier than the Sony the 


Compaq has sleek Batmobile curves 
and feels like it could take a knock. 
It’s also brainier; housing a sub- 
stantial 3.2Gb hard disk, and has a 
larger screen (12.1-inch). Its most 
notable design feature is a set of 
buttons around the touch-sensitive 
cursor control panel which allow 
instant access to e- mail and the 
Internet It also comes with an im- 
pressive array of accessories as 
standard including a 56kbps 
fax/modem CD-ROM drive, SD 
accelerated graphics (a boon for 
playing games), enhanced audio 
software, and Microsoft. Word and 
Microsoft Works word-processing 
software - just about everything 
you need to plug in, play games, write 
your first novel and cruise the 
Internet For those addicted to 
Macintosh the king of kings in the 


laptop world is Apple’s Powerbook 
G3 (£2,400, 0870 241 0212) which 
outstrips everything on toe market 
for pace and price. It boasts a 
266MHz processor; 64Mb RAM and 
a 4Gb hard drive, a CD-ROM drive, 
a 56kbps fox/modem and a 14.1- 
inch screen. Everything else, 
though, will cost serious wedge (in- 
cluding the notably absent floppy 
drive), hi fed, it’s been observed (hat 
computers are so much cheaper in 
America (around the same price in 
dollars there as they are in pounds 
here), that you’d save more money 

than the cost of the tickets were you 
tofty to New York to buy it Just re- 
member that small matter of duty 
before you book those tickets. 

Shaun Phillips 
Deputy Editor ZM Magazine 


SIX OF 

the Best 


Silver things 



Sterling silver pencil 
sharpener, £75, Asprey & 
Garrard (0171-493 6767) 



Shingle bracelet with 
‘shell’ sections looped 
and plaited together to 
create a flexible spine, 
£460. Syann van Niftrik 
(01725 510 364) 






- 

k:- 




Silver christening mug 
with gold interior, £110, 
The Nnrsery Emporium 
(01249 811 310) 




Greed cufflinks from the 
Seven Deadly Sins col- 
lection, £60, Mercator 
(0181-870 3938) 



Sterling stiver not and 
bolt pillbox, £90, Tififeny 
& Co (0171-409 2790) 



Silver-plated brass shell 
nightiight holder, £18.95, 
Ocean (0870848 4840) 








Lovers come and go but a 
linen cupboard is forever 

More than just a piece of furniture, a linen cupboard is an almost forgotten way of life. By Michele Rob erts 
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details 



M y French grand- 
mother kept her pistol 
in the linen cupboard, 
under a stack of square 
starched pillow-cases. 
The cupboard was in 
he - bedroom, on the ground floor of the 
little village house inland from Etre tat in 
the Pays deCaiK in Norman c|y. My grand- 
father was often away on business, and he 
gave her the pistol to reassure himself that 
she would be safe during his 
•ji absences. He was an engineer a 

very {Tactical man. He ta ught her 
how to aim and fire the gun and 
made her practise her shooting 
regularly. If a burglar dared to 
come through the window at night he 
wooki find my grandmother waiting for 
him with die pistol cocked. 

The linen cupboard was of pine, as 
ornately fashioned as a side chapel in 
a cathedral. Tali and wide, reaching 
from c eiling to floor, it filled up almost 

the whole ofonewaH It had been made 
in the mid-19th century as part of a 
dowry In those days, in the countryside 
in France, you started off your married 
life with the furniture and cloth es you 
expected to last a lifetime and that you 
would band on to your children at your 
death. A bed and a crockery cupboard 
and a linen cupboard were crucial 
items. The massive paneDed door was 
opened by a large iron key inserted into 
the massive lock. The pediment and 
front of the cupboard were heavily 
carved with intricately twisted gar- 
lands of com and flowers. These florid 
decorations embodied the local style in 
^Normandy, the com and blossoms sym- 
^olising the fruitfulness of the marriage 
of the young people who had been given 
these pieces of furniture. 

The linen cupboard marip you think 
of secret sexy {daces, of the fullness that 
was pregnancy. It was a sort of house- 
hold god. Tome as a child, it was like a 
little house inside the house. A special 
place (hat you needed special permission 
to enten We never went into my grand- 
parents' room unless invited. Some- 
times I accompanied rqy aunt to help her • 
get out the dean sheets, or to put them 
away Apart from the pistol, the cupboard 
was fell of household linen. It brimmed 
with everything a family might need 
during a lifetime, everything made in 
dozens, most things stitched by hand. The 
sheets were pure linen, thick, and heavy, 
embroidered lynygrandmotherwifii ho: 
initials in a raised silky monogram. In 
those days, linen was not a luxury but 
simply the hard-wearing material from 
which most household things were made, 
your dothes as well as your sheets. 
During the Sixties, linen went out of 


not high-tech enou^Tbopeasanty. Every- 
body was into futuristic dothes and fabrics, 
white plastic boots and satellites and 
Telstar. The vogue came in far man-made 
fibres Eke Teryiene. My grandfather came 
back from working in the States bringing 
nylon-mix sheets, so the linen ones were 
hardly ever used any more. They were 
special, laid away as memories of an 
earlier; more leisurely time, Ufa* so much 
else in my grandparents’ house, they 
qualified as “best”: to be kept in a 


box and wrapped in tissue paper. Fart of 
the charm of the linen sheets was their bulk 
and weight, the elaborate care that had to 
be taken in laundering them. They bad to 
be hung up properly to dry in the garden, 
ironed with a hot steam-iron while still 
damp, pressing the monogram on the 
back so that it would stand proud, and then 
folded in threes before being put away. It 
was a lot of work. When my mother was a 
dnkt a washerwoman came in once a week 
to do the laundry in a big copper in the back 


yard, but in post-war France, you hadyour 
own washing-machine, did your own wash, 
and stuck to synthetics. 

I longed to inherit a pair of those linen 
sheets, but did not But last Christmas, my 
dear neighbour in France, a farmer who 
still does things the traditional way, gave 
me a pair of the two dozen hues sheets she 
had sewn and embroidered for her own 
trousseau 35 years ago and never used on 
her own bed, because her husband claimed 
they were too scratchy. He prefers cotton 



with a dash of polyester She uses the linen 
sheets, some of them, to make up beds for 
the workmen who come and stay on the 
farm in summer, helping with the harvest 
Lucky workmen, tucked up at night after 
an exhausting day, in this superlative 
bedding; it’s no more than they deserve. 
The sheets, when she brought them round, 
were yellow and thick, slightly rough to the 
touch. Now they have faded a little from 
being washed and dried in the sun and air. 
they have bleached to cream colour; and 
they are smooth as smooth can 
be to lie on. It takes two people 
to hang them out on the line, 
they are so heavy. They have 
drawn-thread work decorating 

tf ff npppr wlgP L anrfrtno hy hftnf^ fln d 

my neighbour’s ini tials in stump- 
work. They are wedding sheets, and 
make night-times feel like honey- 
moon. I was completely over- 
whelmed by the generosity cf this 
When you open the door afa linen 
cupboard, you aneD the outdoes, you 
smell summer. The sweetness of 
sun and wind which has dried the 
linen outside, the little bags of 
lavender that have been slipped be- 
tween the layers to scent them and 
to keep moths away. It’s like having 
a hayfield inside the house. Farticu- 
lariypowerMm winter. You can stick 
your nose into the starched piles of 
sheets and let yourself believe that 
summer wifl come again. 

But as people vacate the farms, as 

unemployment bit e? and the ymm gpr 

generations move to the cities, the old 
ways of living get lost Itafitianal linen 
cupboards now sell in antique shops 
for huge sums ami belong less and less 
to the country people who made them. 
They now decorate the salons of 
Parisian second homes rather than 
being used by working famflips- 
People can get a bit precious about 
linen cupboards and their contents. 
There is a scorching satire, in Doris 
Lessing’s The Golden Notebook, on a 
lady novelist rabbiting on about the 
almost mystical rapture of sleeping in 
fresh white linen. I always felt a bit 
sorry for this lady. Rupert Brooke, 
after all went on about the rough 
male kiss offalankets, so I cfidrft see why 
she shouldn’t rave about the smooth 
female bliss erf clean sheets. French 
cynics define love as the contact 
between one epidermis and another, 
well, lovers come and go, but a linen 
cupboard is always waiting, with the 
sensual, consoling caress of its sheets. 
That is something not to be despised. 

Michde Roberts's new novel, ‘ Fair 
Exchange is published by Little, 
Brown, price £1539 



PERIOD-STYLE furniture, 
including double and triple, 
glazed linen presses ifrora £850- 
£1150, natural, waxed or painted! 
is now available from Grand 
Illusions (enquiries 0181-744 
1046). 

Those nostalgic for their 
grandmother’s linen cupboard, 
however; would do well to visit 
Tbbias and the Angel (0181-878 
8903), which stocks antique 
presses, and even the authentic 
linen with which to fill them. 

For reviving this, as well as 
modern fabrics, Lino nel Vento 
and Aqua de Limone Linen 
Sprays' (pictured) from Jo Malone 
(0171-720 0202) contain a different 
types of lavender on a thyme and 
tarragon base, or citrus notes on 
a spice base. 

For those who 
don't have 
time to make 
their own, 

Culpeper 
(01223 894054 
-mailorder 
and branch 
enquiries) 
now 

manufacture 
pretty 

lavender bags which, as well as 
recalling the scent of French 
country summers, will also keep 
fabrics safe from moths. 

Choosing linen is more 
complicated now than in the days 
when sheets were washed by 
hand, dried in the garden and 
steam-ironed. Easier-to-care-for 
options indude the plain-dye 
percale range from Marks & 
Spencer This fully machine- 
washable selection with a non- 
iron finish is available at £30 for a 
double. Call 0345 902 902 to order. 

Traditionalists may prefer the 
Reims range, a woven jacquard 
design in fine cotton sateen from 
linen specialist The White House 
(0171-629 3521), Guinevere, from 
the Victoria and Albert Museum 
collection by Donna (double quilt 
cover £70, pillow-cases £17, call 
0161-251 4400 for stockists) or 
Rose Trail duvet covers (pictured, 
£50 fora double, pillow-cases £12 
each) fay Cath Kidston (0171-221 
4000). 

Katy Guest 



Secrets of a century of inspiration 

What began as teaching aids for students is now a fascinating collection of art across a range of media. By Margot Coatts 


i HIDDEN BEHIND toe scenes in many art 
J and design colleges are rich collections of 
works by alumni, graduating students and 
JJ staff, as well as oddball collections of de- 
P ci gn classics, historic teac h ing aids and 
photographic archives. 

In December 1998, the London Institute 
^ - an umbrella title for five of London’s 
artanddesign colleges: Camberwell, Cen- 
tral Saint Martins, Chelsea, the London 
£>fiege <rf Fbshion, and the London College 
of Printing - decided to mark the cento- 


LJ bVAWi ' w 

joint archives and ongoing contemporary 
collections. . 

A Century in the Making was prepared 

in just six weeks, a fu n» t riable task directed 
by Professor Margaret Buck (head of 
Central Saint Martins), curated by Sylvia 
B ack ermeyer, head of the Museum & 
Study Collection at Central Saint Martins, 
and designed by Russell Warren-Fisher. 

While all the collections are today freely 
available to students aod teachers, and are 

_ m l _ 4 - a AwKthinAftQ 


regulaitydrawnonfortoanstoe^n^ 

they have never before been exhibited to- 
gether The range is extraonfinary 

images of 1920s students grappling with 

hairdressing problems in one of the trade 

schools which was a forerumerof 

PaII/uu nFAiehinn tn historical OQjcCiS 


from the Teaching Examples Collection, 
such as fragments of 15th-century flrami- 
nated manuscripts or painted Vujtotum 

by WDhamde Morgan, collected to m- 

:^we by W R Lethaby, the first Principal 

Of the Central School . . _ n 

The Camberwell Collection stains an 


sodated with members of the “?^ 
which once formed improving exhifetinns 
circulated to schools by the 


, c^mtoardeEmnpean design 

i* taining stainless-steel tableware by Rob&t 

■ Vfelch. cutlery by Arne Jscob^ceraa; 


tainmg gtainlesB -steel tableware by Robert 

SSSSCKSffl-® 

and Bwen Henderson, and glass from 
Whitefriare, Kosta BodaandMurano. Ana 



Left Murano glass decorative form and (right) ceramic head, 1998, by Stuart August (Camberwell) 


no British representation would be com- 
plete without a dash of whimsy supplied 
bere by Sp m Smith's carved and painted 
wooden “tugs” 

The Central Saint Martins Museum 


teachers, inducting Lethaby himself and 
Joyce Cfissold. Cfissold, who studied in the 
School of Book Production in 1927-29, be- 
came a successful designer of textiles 
which she printed by wood and Kuo block. 
A team of women in her Fboiprints studio 
in Brentfordproduced ftamstdng lengths. 


garments, scarves and handkerchiefs in 
Clissold’s charming illustrative style. 
These, together with dye-recipe books, 
swatches, blocks and ephemera, are 
housed in the Southampton Roar b mhfing , 
dose to Bloomsbury. 

In a similar way an archive of Tom 


Eckersley’s poster designs has been 
formed at the London College of Printing, 
where EckersJeywas head of design from 
1957 to 1976. His posters exploit typeset- 
ting, colour offset iitho and screen-print- 
ing to the falL 

The London Institute's Contemporary 
Collection covers the broadest possible 
range of media. It was established in 1986 
and since then has steadily acquired out- 
standing work by students and, latterly, 
teachers. From Central Saint Martins 
students it has absorbed the latest research 
in textile design and printing using 


The range is vast, from 
images of 1 920s 
hairdressing students to 
painted Victorian tiles 


Cad/Cam (computer-aided) systems, and 
a stylish jacket in flower-sprigged paper- 
Hke fabric made by Hussein Chalayan in 
1993. Camberwell graduates rate highly for 
ceramics and metals; interesting recent 
items indude a raised and patmated 
copper vessel designed by Hiroshi Suzu- 
ki in 1996, now studying at the Royal Col- 
lege of Art in London, and the forged-steel 
“Croco” stool by Nathan Abbey, now set up 
in a studio in Old Street in the East End 
The London Institute collections have 
one obvious advantage over most muse- 
um collections, in that many of the works 
pre-dale or (fivertfrom mainstream trends; 
this enables us to see directions that our 
priding visual culture might, and might 
not, have followed. 

A Century m the Making: museum and 
contemporary mQediorwjromtheLondm 
Institute, London Institute Gallery, 65 
Davies St, Wl, to 10 March. Mon-Fri 10-8 


Design lines 


PHILIPPE SCARCE is the epitome of 
the wacky Gallic designer his spidery 
lemon-squeezers and luminous lamps 
are bold, brilliant and very covetable 
Now the long-time enfant terrible has 
hit 50, and to wish him Happy Birthday 
the design shop Purves & Purves is 
hosting an exhibition of his work, in- 
cluding his latest creation, a transpar- 
ent plastic chair. 

*50 Years Starck' is at Purves & Purves, 
80-81 & S3 Tottenham Court Road, 
London W2 (0271-580 8223) to U March 

THIS IS your last chance to enter the 
new Peugeot Design Awards. The com- 
petition is open to creators of furniture . 
lighting, metalware, ceramics & glass, 
and textiles. The prizes include £1.000 
for a winner; plus £500 for two runners- 
up per rateguy and £U^000 for the over- 
all winner. Closing date is 26 February. 
Fbranappticationjbrm.sendanA4sae 
with a 3ip stamp to Peugeot Design 
Awards, <32, OzoTbioer Wharf Barge- 
house Street, London SE1 9PH (website 
unmo.peugeotco.uk/design awards) 

TO TIE in with Modem Britain 2929-39, 
at London’s Design Museum, the Twen- 
tieth Century Society has organised 
three days of talks and outings on the 
artists and designers included in it 
Among the speakers and subjects are 
Robert El wall on Ben Nicholson's Tex- 
tiles and Benedict Read on “Herbert 
Read: the Pope of Modern Design’?’’. 
Modem Britain 1929-39 conference 
totes place 5-7 March, £20 a day (stu- 
dents £10). Bookings, Jtfl Sack. The 
Twentieth Century Society, 71 Cow- 
cross Street, LondmEClM 6EJ(0m- 
2503857) 

MECHANICAL BEAUTY is the aim of 
Steel, Stars and Glass at the Science 
Museum, an exhibition featuring five 
cars which tell the Mercedes Benz 
story from the 1888 Benz, the first 
Mercedes to arrive in Britain, to tile 
new A-Class. Rarely seen photographs 
by Zoltan Glass, encapsulating the 
romantic history of cars, accompany the 
exhibition. 

SteeL Stars andGIass is at the Science 
Museum, Exhibition Road, London 
SW7 until 28 March (0171-9388000) 
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When size really counts 

The Mercedes-Benz Smart is the ultimate city car. So why aren’t we buying it? By Gavin Green 


I t was the best of times, it 
was the worst of times.* 
Our two tales of a dty car 
involve file tittle Mercedes- 
Benz Smart car, a machine 
of great contradictions. It 
is quite the most refresh- 
ing car concept in years, yet it 
received the same sort of response 
from motoring critics that Richard 
Branson’s woolly jumpers get from 
the fashion press. 

It is green and clean and com- 
pletely in tune with modern eco- 
friendly thinking. Yet the very people 

who say they want greener cars do 
not buy it (sales in mainland Europe 
have fallen far short of Mercedes' 
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ROAD TEST 

great expectations!. It is beautifully 
finished and as finely wrought as a 
Mercedes four times the cost Yet it 
is pilloried for being overpriced. 

It is the German giant's second 
radical small car in a yean of course. 
First was the A-dass, now an sale 
in the UK As with the bigger Ardass. 
the Smart has run into stability 
scares. There has been dark talk of 
owners losing control on snowy 
roads in mainland Europe, where 
the car has been on sale for four 
months. Clearly, all is not well with 
the Smart 

Yet it is stOl the deverest attempt 
there has ever been to make a 
proper dty car. Mercedes, initially 
assisted by Swatch, the watch 
people, did not wish to launch just 
another me-too urban runabout - 
a downsized conventional car, in 
other words. It wanted to break the 
mould. Unlike virtually every other 
car on the road, the Smart car is 
genuinely original. 

How many times do you see the 
back seats of small cars being used 
in town? Rightly, Mercedes dedded 
to scrap them altogether. If you 
need family-sized accommodation, 
you take the famil y car. The Smart, 
on the otherhand is meant forrities. 
As such, it is very small -more than 
a foot shorter than a Mini, hithertq 
the world's smallest production can 
Yet it is also very safe in a crash, 
owing to airbags, a rigid safety cell 


and anti-lock brakes. It is brilliancy 
easy to park and to manoeuvre in 
tight streets. 

As the Smart is small it does not 
need a large, conventional four- 
cylinder engine. Three cylinders 
and GOQcc are enough. Just to ensure 
that it is not left behind with the 
bicycles when the lights turn green, 
the rear-mounted engine (under 
the boot) is turbocharged. Initial 
acceleration, far from being lethar- 
gic, is actually amazingly sprightly. 
To 30mph from rest, the Smart is 
brisker than most conventional cars. 
If you must venture onto the motor 
ways, it can do more than BOmph. 

As the Smart is a dty can it has 
no dutch pedal -because, as every 
peak-hour-traffic motorist knows, 
dutches are a pain in the left foot 
Instea d, the Smart has a sequential 
six-speed gear change, which is 
brilliantly simple, allied to an 
automatic dutch. Also, because it’s 
a dty car, and susceptible to urban 
scars, the Smart has dent-free plas- 
tic body panels. These panels can be 
changed easily. If you fancy a new 
colour Smart, you can do so simply 
by changing the car's dothes. The 
colours are very bright rather like 
Swatch watches. (Swatch is no 
longer a partner in the project but 
its original styling philosophy lives 
on in the Smart) 

The cabin, the very place where 
owners experience their cars most 
closely is superb. It is not swathed 
in grey plastic of unremitting 
cheapness and dullness, unlike most 
other small cars. Instead, it is live- 
ly and cheerflil and beautifully 
made. As the designers did not 
have to cram four seats inside the 
cabin, the pair of passengers can 
luxuriate in much space, helped by 
the big glass area which helps to 
boost the feeling of airiness. 

Around London, the Smart is a 
cinch to drive, and fun too. The tiny 
size is the key to its frolicsome 
nature. Small cars are invariably 
more fan to drive than big ones, the 
main reason why the Mini -despite 
its antiquity - is still such a hoot 

There are three faults with the 
Smart: the steering requires too 
much twirling: the ride can be severe 
on broken roads; ami the front tyres, 
which are very narrow, don’t have 
much purchase on the Tarmac - 




The Mercedes-Benz Smart’ the best way for two people to get around a big dty 


Make and model: Smart City 
Coupe. About £7J500. Sales in the 
UK may start late this year. 
Engine: 599cc, turbocharged, 
three cylinders. 12 valves. 54bhp at 
5£5Qrpm, rear mounted. 
Transmission: Six-speed sequen- 
tial, rear-wheel drive. 
Performance: Maximum speed 
84mph, 0-60mph in 16.5 seconds, 
55mpg. 


which is no doubt one reason why 
Smarts don’t like snow. I suspect that 
the ride may be difficult to fix, but 
surety the other tow faults can be 
tackled without too much trouble. 

Even with the downsides, I found 
the Smart enormously enjoyable in 
London, and very practical It is 
aimed at affluent urbanites who 
will own other cars - so all the grip- 


SPEC1FICATIONS 

RIVALS 

Citroen Saxo 1.1 X f&390. Utterly 
conventional dull looking but com- 
fortable and sprightly. 

Daewoo Math SE £6^20. Stylish 
but otherwise fairly undistin- 
guished baity car. Good value, 
though. 

Hat Sel cento S £6,495. Current 
king of tiie dty cars. Although, at 


mg about its smallness, slowness on 
motorways, tiny boot, etc, is non- 
sensical It is a specialised can and 
must be appraised in its specialist 
domain. And, in the dty there is no 
finer transport for one or two people: 
It may come to Britain at the end 
of this year; in left-band-drive form 
only, although no decision has been 
taken yet London, of course, would 


the end of the day it’s merely a 
shrunken version of a normal 

small hatrhfrack 

Ford Ka £8,020. Cute-looking, 
cramped in the back, but fun to 
drive. Under the catwalk body are 
Fiesta mechanicals. 

Skoda FeDda 1 .3L £6,999. Gawky 
styling but big; roomy and even 
toterabty well made. Alot of car for 
the money 


be the target area. “It is a big-city 
car, aimed at chic people in chic 
areas,” says a Mercedes spokesman 
This story, then, may be a tale of 
one dty. But instead of the gloomy 
ware served up in the Victorian Lon- 
don that Dickens knew, the Smart is 
a vibrant, charming, bubbly little 
thing, that would be as enlivening as 
it is enlightened. 


the independent 

Sal onlay 20 February 1999 



THE NINETIES has not been 
a great decade for innovation 
The world has been too 
comfortable to consider 
revolution. Truly great 
breakthroughs usualty come 
from times of need, not times 
of affluence. 

The Suez crisis and the 
threat of interrupted ail 
supplies, for example, played 
a big part in the birth of the 
Mini. The uncertain early 
Eighties helped sire the 
Renault Espace, the world's 
first “people carrier”. 

But the Nineties have 
been a decade of important 
improvements rather than 
innovation. Cars have 
become deanec more 
economical safer and much 
more reliable: 

Is there a single European 
Car of tiie Nineties? Fm 
scratching to think of one. 
Candidates must include the 
Gojl for its sales pre- 
eminence throughout the 
decade, and its reputation 
(unique among small mass- 
market cars) for quality. Or 
the BMW 3-series, still the 
most dedraffie smaB prestige 
car; despite Andfs inroads. 
The BMW’s mix of res trained 
elegance, sportmess, decent 
economy and safety sums up 
what carmakers were 
striving for in the Nineties. 

What’s missing, however 
is a new-wave car; such as 
the Espace or the Mini The 
biggest-seliing “new 
segment” car has been the 
small 4x4, pioneered by the 
Suzuki Vrtara and the Toyota 
RAV-4. But these vehicles are 
too frivolous to be considered 
great They are fashion 
accessories not harbingers of 
a better future. 

Rather, Renault sired the 
most important Nineties 
trend with its mini-MPy the 
Scenic. It is being widely 
copied, most promisingly by 
Vauxhah, whose new Zafira is 
due to hit the showrooms 
later this yean More 
innovative, if less successful 
is the Mercedes A-dass - foe 
most different car of the 
decade and in many ways 
ahead of its time. 

The decade has witnessed 
the utter dominance of foe 
German motor industry in 
Europe. Volkswagen and 
DaimlerChrysler are easity 
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Bentley, Rolls-Royce, 
Rover, Mini, MG and 
Land Rover- proud 

and self-reliant 10 

years ago — are n0W 
all German satellites 


the strongest European car 
companies. Rover, Rolls- 
Royce, Bentley, Land Roves 
Mini and MG - once proudly 
self-reliant - are now all 
German satellites. Germany 
also gave us the most 
awesomely competent car of 
the- decade, the new 
Mercedes S-class- 

Some car makers of which 
great things were expected, 
have failed to deliver. Others 
have improved spectacularly, 
none more so than Skoda. 
And Alfa Romeo, maker of 
rusty sports saloons 10 years 
ago, now makes the gorgeous 
156, Europe’s prettiest car. 

In Japan, Toyota and 
Honda have not just 
weathered the recent 
economic meltdown but have 
prospered - proving what 
richly talented and resilient 
firms they are. Both are still 
benchmarks for quality, 
reliability and affordability 

But despite the 
unexceptional motoring 
decade, we are on foe verge 
of true change. In foe first 
decade of the millennium, 
cars boasting zero tailpipe 
pollution are set to roam our 
streets. GM. Ford. Mercedes 
and Toyota are all at an 
advanced stage with their 
hydrogen fuel-cell cars. 
Initially, sales will be small 
but then, petrol-powered 
cars spluttered before their 
sales exploded. 

Truly, the next 10 years 
should see a revolution on 
foe road. . 


Harley is the leader of the gang - again 

Just as its competitors were gaining, Harley-Davidson launches a dynamic new model. By Roland Brown 


Harley-Davidson's new Dyna Glide Super Sport 


THE TIMING is perfect Harley- 
Davidson has just launched a new 
bike, the Dyna Super Glide Sport, 
plus a range of existing models up- 
rated with the American firm’s first 
new engine in 15 years. Like a cav- 
alry division arriving while Indians 
drcte the wagon-train, the new lakes 
have not come a moment too soon. 

Not that Harley is in trouble, you 
understand; but it is certainty under 
attack. Its phenomenal success in 
recent years has been achieved by 
cleverly exploiting its status as the 
only major American bike manu- 
facturer: a position it had held ever 
since its great rival Indian went bust 


in the Fifties. But all that is chang- 
ing, and chang in g fast. 

Last month, Excelsior-Hender- 
son, a new firm with a famous old 
name, began production of its Super 
X cruiser at a purpose-built factory 
in Minnesota. Snowmobile and 
watercraft giant Polaris has been 
selling an impressive cruiser; foe V92 
Victory since last yean And even 
Indian itself is on the way back. 

Tradition dictates that Harleys 
response, foe Twin Cam 88 engine, 
is no radical departure, like power- 
plants stretching back to the firm's 
first V-twin, it is aircooled and has 
cylinders set at 45 degrees. But the 


Twin Cam 88, named after its larger 
capacity of 1450cc and extra 
camshaft, has been comprehen- 
sively redesigned, retaining only 18 
of its predecessor’s 450 parts. 

Seven models have so far been fit- 
ted with the Twin Cam 68 unit, 
including the all-new Dyna Super 
Glide Sport Although by no stretch 
of the imagination a sports bike, by 
Harley standards it’s lean and 
aggressive. Its styling is simple, 
there’s a minimum of chrome, and 
flat handlebars give an upright 
rather than laid-back riding position. 

The Sport's Twin Cam motor is 
mechanically quieter than previous 


units, firing up with a gentle thump 
through its twin exhaust pipes. Its 
main advantage is in its improved 
throttle response- The Sport is dis- 
tinctly livelier than previous models, 
whatever the revs. Peak output is 
onty about 70bhp, but it pulls strong- 
ly from low down, and accelerates 
towards a top speed of HOmph with 
an urgency that no previous stan- 
dard Harley can match. 

If anything the new rubber- 
mounted motor feels slightly 
smoother than foe old. although . 
Harley has taken great pains to re- 
tain that addictivety lumpy V-twin 
fed. The Sport certainly feds very 


unstressed, lolloping along with a 
typically engaging beat 

Harley has also done a good job 
with foe chassis. Its rigidity is in- 
creased by foe design of the new en- 
gine, whose gearbox is more solidly 
bolted on. At 300kg the Sport is no 
lightweight, but it feels fairty agile 
and handles wefl, aided by faiity soft 
but well -controlled suspension. 

The Ityna Super Glide Sport 
brings a new dimension to Harley- 
Davidson and at £9,995, it is among 
foe cheapest of Harley's “big twins”. 
The competitors maybe circling, but 
Harley is better equipped than ever 
to fight back. 
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My worst car 

NICK BAKER’S TOYOTA LANDCRUISER 


TECHNICALLY I’VE not had 
any unreliable cars, but when 
it comes to worst car experi- 
ences, I’ve got dozens. 

I managed to write off my 
first cai; a \fouxhall Chevette, on 
a roundabout. I replaced it with 
a grey Vblvo 340, which I bought 
from my mum. The worst tiring 
about it^ was just haw boring but 
re li ab l e it was. I did my best to 
kill it, but it kept on going and 
now belongs to someone else 
and it still trundles around the 
village. It probably would have 
been a more secure bet than 
foe Toyota Landcnriser I used 
when making Nick’s Quest 

We were in Uganda to film 
mountain gorillas and spent 
eight hours bouncing up and 
down on the country's “roads”. 
After a while we started to 
sneeze and cough and noticed 
that the interior was filling up 
with dust We tried to tape up 
the doors with gaffer tape and 
eventually ended up with ban- 
dannas and hankies around 
our heads. The worst thing 
was that as we sweated the dust 
turned into a soil like sub- 
stance, then after that cement 

When I got to the hotel I had 
three showers. However; when 
I woke up in the morning I was 
tying in a pool of mud. rd sweat- 
ed even more of that damned 
dust out of my pores. 

A few weeks later I was 
subjected to a bizarre and 
fri ghtening taxi drive through 
Havana. We hired two Mercer 
des taxis to take us to foe Hem- 
mingway Bar What we did not 
realise is that the drivers had 



some sort of competition going 
on and before I'd had time to 
shut foe door they were racing 
each other through foe narrow 
streets at 70 to 80mph. 

Occasionally they would turn 
around, flash an evil smfie and 
ask if we were frightened. 
When we got to foe ban we 
found out it was foe wrong 
Hemmingway Bar So the race 


was on yet again. It was awful 
almost as bad as the time in 
^Ies when I hitched a lilt with 
a rally driver oa his day off. 

Nick Bokerpresents ‘The Re- 
Wild Shouf and ‘Witch 
Ovf; his latest series* ‘Nick’s 
Quesf, is on Channel 5 on 
Fridays at 830pm. He was 
speaking to James Ruppert 


★ Japanese used car exporter ★ 

OSAKA CAR aNION LTD 

Since 1975 

We are looking for companies who want to import 
Japanese used cars from Japan. 

IJ* to «« S. Mateumoto 
(president) or M. Houzumi (sales department) 

Address: 

1-11-20, Nonoue, HabiWno CHy, 583 Osaka, Japan. 

Phone:0081-729-52-8369 
Fax: 0081-729-52-6901 

E-mail address: ocuims@osk3.3web.ne.jp 
Home page: http//www2.osk.3web.ne.in/~ n rni me 
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Welcome to 
television 
country 

Hit series set in beautiful scenery can do wonders for local 
house prices. But the opposite can also be true, as 
worried residents of the Lake District, setting of the 
BBC’s top drama, are discovering. By Ben West 


RESIDENTS OF UUswater in the 

Lake District are up in arms over the 
effect the BBC’s bit television d rama 
series The Lakes is having on the 
locality Now in its second series, 
Jimmy McGovern's stirring shocker 
hashed thousands of extra visitors 
to the area. 

Residents are right to be con- 
cerned how this may affect the local 
property market IPs nice to be in the 
limelight, but if a previously tranquil 
haven is transformed Into an over- 
whelming tourist trap, house prices 
could plunge by thousands. 

Although the expensive choco- 
late-bax dramas can create consid- 
erable positive interest in an area, 
if too much grim reality is por- 
trayed -such as the accident-prone 
Bristol as seal in Casualty or the 
un^arrwrousLivapooIafBroofcside 
- it is hardly going to produce a 
Kensington price tag. 

“If an area becomes famous 
because of television you might find 
£ that it detracts from people wanting 
to live there - if it gets too high a 
profile, with too much traffic and 
too many tourist attractions and 
visitors,” says Clive Hopkins, part- 
ner of agents Knight F rank. 

Areas that are often filmed, such 
as the photogenic Royal Crescent 
and the area around Bax Street in 
Bath, can have television production 
Staff installed so regularly, creating 
disturbances and pilfering parking 
places, that it can put people off 
wanting to live there all together. 

With more than 160 episodes 
broadcast since ihe pilot in 1973, the 
BBC’s Last qf the Summer Wine is 
Britain’s longest-running sitcom. 
Set in abeantifulty-fllmed Yorkshire 
Pennines steeped in nostalgia, the 
programme has brought a huge 
number of visitors to the area over 
the years. 

The programme is filmed around 
Holmfirth, near Huddersfield, and 
local estate agents have no doubt 
£ that the programme has had a size- 


able effect on the property mar ket 

“Although people wouldn’t buy 
here just because they've seen the 
programme, it certainty encourages 
them to come here in the first 
place,” says Beverley Ftshei; man - 
ager and valuer of Halifax Property 
Services in Holmfirth. 

“The way the programme shows 
tiie area is picturesque and. in mak- 
ing the place popular; it makes it 
more saleable. It’s certainly more 
expensive in the Holm Vhfley area, 
-prices are always in excess erf those 
in similar villages nearby.” 

Halifax at Ho lmfir th 101464 
685511) currently has a two -bed 
cottage for sale at New Mill, a semi- 
rural location dose to what is de- 
scribed as “Summer Wine” country. 
It costs £64,950. At the town's Cliff 
Road, a stone-built Victorian three- 
bedroom property with good views 
of the Pennines is for sale at £72,000. 

The North Cornish port of Pad- 
stow has recentty been experiencing 


# Goathland used to be 
quiet, but now it's 
overrun. Television has 
had an adverse affect, 
putting off buyers ’ 


a property boom believed to be 
caused almost sdety hy a star chefs 
television series. Since Padstow 
resident Rick Stem has appeared on 
the BBC to present A Ihsie qffhe 
Sea , Fruits of the Sea and the 
current Seafciod Odyssey, prices 
have risen sharply in the area. Lo- 
cals have even labelled the port 
“Padstem” because of television’s 
effect on the area. 

“Last year, 91 per cent of every- 
thing was sold to people outside the 
county and 67 per cent was for 


second homes, and so the sales 
were obviously assisted by the 
programmes,” says Michael Ivens, 
branch manager of Black Horse 
Agencies in Padstow. 

“People know that they are easily 
able to obtain income from holiday 
home rentals as the season has now 
extended from six to 10 months a 
year since the programmes were 
first broadcast” 

Stein has featured Padstow in his 
programmes and has a restaurant 
cafe and hotel in the area, which can 
only add to the attraction of the port 
for star-struck television viewers. 

“Last year prices went up by 
about 3 per cent bat the year before 
that they went up by 20 per cent and 
still the market is buoyant” says 
Ivens. “In the town itself £100,000 
would get you a three-bed terraced 
cottage with no parking and little or 
no ganien. Three years ago, it would 
have been £85,000, and a lot of the 
increase is due to Stein.” 

Padstow’s branch of Black Horse 
Agencies (01841 532230) currently 
has a five-bedroom terraced house 
in the town's conservation area and 
a three-bedroom detached bungalow 
at Hwone, two mfles from Padstow, 
both for £129,950. 

“Goathland used to be quiet but 
now it’s overrun with tourists,” says 
Michael Winter of estate agents 
Winters of Pickering, speaking of the 
village in the North VbrksMre Moors 
where nvs Heartbeat is set “It’s 
had an adverse effect on the prop- 
erty market putting off buyers. 

“But although there may have 
been an adverse effect on the im- 
mediate locality, the programme 
has brought the moors to national 
attention. Most people used to as- 
sume this was the Yjrksbire Dales, 
winch James Herrwt’sAB Creatures 
Great and Small promoted. 

“Many more people are buying 
second homes here now. In the 
early 1990s we wouldn’t get that 
many enquiries, but now there aren’t 



Too popular for their own good: the cast of the BBC's hit drama "The Lakes' 


enough cottages available, which can 
be attributed to Heartbeat. We sold 
one in Newtondale two years ago for 
£95,000 and it went last autumn for 
£132,000. In Rosedale there are 
hardly any cottages now, while three 
years ago there was the pick of 12." 

Winters of Pickering (01751 
472766) is selling Railway Cottage, 
a three-bedroom Victorian work- 
man’s cottage in the hamlet of New- 
bridge, near Pickering, for £64,950. 


The sitting room features a stone 
fireplace and exposed beams. At 
Lockton, a modern stone-built end- 
terraced three-bedroom cottage is 
going for £75,000. 

One of the small screen’s most 
famous images is the opening titles 
for Coronation Street. Yet long- 
running television exposure for the 
area - Labumham Street in the 
Langworthy district of Salford - 
has done nothing to improve prop- 


erty prices. Many of the terraced 
houses are boarded up, and General 
Accident confirms that properties 
here go for as little as £5.000. 

Most external filming for the hit 
ITV show takes place at Crich and, 
to a lesser extent, Fritchley on the 
edge of the Peak District in Derby- 
shire. “1 haven’t seen any evidence 
of its effect on property values, but 
exposure of the village in the TV 
series has meant that more people 


are visiting, and identifying the 
Peak area as an attractive part of the 
country" says local surveyor for 
Black Horse Agencies, Paul Sum- 
merfield “It’s inevitable where you 
have a national TV series focusing 
on North Derbyshire.” 

Current properties with the 
Belper office (01773 826981) include 
a four-bedroom detached cottage in 
Fritchley with countryside views 
for £175.000. 


Dome, sweet Dome... 

The Millennium Dome is at the heart of a London success story. By Ginetta Vedrickas 


Stepping Stones 

One couple’s Propertv Story 


THE MILLENNIUM may mean 
a bigger knees-up than normal 
for many, but fro* buyers and 
sellers in Greenwich it has 
another significance. Are house 
prices escalating within stag- 
going distance of the Dome? 

“Ibo early to tell," says Doug 
Norris, manager of John E^yne 
Residential’s Greenwich office, 
who believes that improved 
transport in the form of the 
Docklands Light Railway and 
^ the Jubilee line extension may 
be just as significant. But what- 
ever the reason, “it will be a big 

year for us”. 

Mr Norris has seen price 
rises of between 30 and 50 per 
cent in the last two years but 
in line with the rest of the 
country, predicts steady, not 
startling future increases. 

On the riverfront, one of the 
largest developments is Mill- 
ennium Quay where developers 
Fhirview are building 580 prop- 
erties ranging from one-bed- 
roomed apartments to town 
houses: Will this flood the mar- 
ket and dampen prices? 

“We need more housing in 
Greenwich,” says Mr Norris. 

In January, two-bedroom 
flats in Millenni um Quay 

fetched £70,000. apparently with 
queues around the block. Five 
I hundred applicants are on the 
1 waiting hst for the next phase 
which goes on sale later this 
monte when similar-sized prop- 
erties are expected to sen for 
around £90,000. 

Amanda Ridley and Yi Guo 

anrentfy own aflat in Camden, 
north London, but are consid- 
ering a Greenwich defection. 

“It’s a good time to buy be- 
fore the Ttibe goes in,” says 

Amanda. “It feels exciting to be 

part of something new, and it’s 
a great area for families." 

She believes that £90,000 is 
.. cheap for a riverside flat “We 



Whether the Dome’s behind it or not the Greenwich area is on the up and up 


will stay for a while and then 
sen. It wffl take us up the lad- 
der a couple of notches.” 

For buyers who prefer a 
slice of history, Mr Norris has 
four three-storey' bouses 
carved from a church ban on 
Devonshire Drive for £260,000. 
A new agency, Itading Places, 
which specialises in “the weird 
and wonderful”, believes tins 
area is often overlooked; it is 
marketing a penthouse apart- 
ment m a Victorian school con- 
version for £360,000. 

Buyers chasing an SElO 
address at a knockdown price 
could do worse than visit an 

auction. Last week Hyde Hous- 
ing Association sold several 
properties through AIlsop that 
induded two fourstorey houses 
on Old Woolwich Road that 
went for £110,000 and £176.000. 
Both needed refurbishment, 
but Mr Norris estimates that, 
in top condition, fourbedroom 
houses there should co mmand 
£200,000. This month he win 


market a refurbished cottage 
in Caradoc Street for around 
£150,000, and two properties in 
the same road sold for £105^00 
and £107,500 at auction. 

Agents find (hat Greenwich 
now attracts a younger pro- 
fessional clientele, but, for 
with expectations larger 
than their pockets, Mr Norris 
advises exploring the fringes. 
Chariton is certainly grateful to 
its increasingly popular neigh- 
bour; “It’s put us on the map,” 
says Marjorie Baptiste, of 
Hindwoods and White Dent’s 
Chariton office. 

EBndwoods canentty has no 
large period properties on offa; 
as Ms Baptiste explains: “They 
get snapped up immediately” 

Just 20 minutes by train to 
London Bridge, the area has a 
large rentals market “We get 
a lot of pre-married, pre- 
mortgage professionals work- 
ing in the City but lie property 
must look good. These days 
people don’t expect shabby.” 


A good-quality one-bedroom 
property fetches a monthly 
rental average of £500. 

SE7 offers value and, while 
lacking the cachet of an SElO 
address, benefits from Dome 
views at a fraction of the cost 
More intimate views will soon 
indude residents in Victorian 
dress (complete with corsets) 
when Wall lb Wall Television 
films tiie second phase of its 
series, 1900 House, commis- 
sioned by Channel fbuc Exec- 
utive produce Leanne Klein 
calls the programme a “Bring 
experiment” 

“The idea is to show how our 
everyday lives have changed 
since 1900 thanks to scientific 
improvements and technolog- 
ical advancements," she says. 

Ms Klein turned house- 
hunter as she searched the 
borough for a house where a 
family could five as Victorians 
(plus television cameras and 
crew) for three months: “I 
spent days trailing the streets 


armed with Ordnance Survey 
maps searching for the right- 
sized property which would 
have housed a lower- middle- 
class family * 

Ms Klein found much of 
Greenwich too expensive for 
her budget 119 to £200,000), 
and many buildings were pre- 
Victorian, unsuitable for the 
programme’s rigid require- 
ments: “Millions of houses 
were built at the end of the last 
century, and statistics show 
that around 40 per cent of us 
now live in houses dating back 
to that period.” 

She eventually bought a 
house in EUiscombe Road, in 
the Blackheath area, for 
£130,000, but her priorities were 
different from most buyers: 
“We wanted it as horrible as 
possible to film its restoration. 
We were looking for a Seventies 
nightmare and we found it” 

Ms Ktem made many dis- 
coveries behind the Formica: 
“We found the original 
Victorian wallpaper under- 
neath, and the neighbours have 
let us look around their houses 
as all the houses in the street 
were built by the same builder" 

Finding the house was 
harder than finding a family 
willing to live without the com- 
forts of central beating, elec- 
tricity and hat water for three 
months. Some 450 families 
applied, and now that restora- 
tion is almost complete, the suc- 
cessful family is about to move 
in. 1900 House wifi be screened 
tfrjq autumn. 

John Payne Residential 0181- 
858 99U; Fairomo: 0181^366 
1271; HamptonsInternationaL- 
0171-493 8222; Tradii^ Spaces 
0171-277 4994; Hmdzooods & 
While Dent 0181-858 3379; All- 
sop & Co Residential Auction: 
0171-4943686 
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SHEILA HAYDEN and her 
husband began married life 
in 1944 in a two-roomed flat 
in Edgbaston, Bi rmingham 

When Sheila became 
pregnant their landlady 
disapproved, so they 
bought a house with a 
45-year lease in nearby 
Moseley for £500. 

The house had an 
interesting past: “It was an 
air-raid warden’s post 
during the war and was in a 
pretty poor state. A land 
mine exploding nearby had 
demolished a large 
conservatory and the ruins 
still littered the garden.” 
The Haydens set to 
“putting the place in order” 
and eventually bought the 
freehold for £600. In 1952 
they sold for £1,500 and 
moved to B rewood, an 
attractive Staffordshire 
village, where they bought 
a small three-bedrooroed 
bungalow for £3,000. 

Tbqy lived happily with 
their two small children 
until one day they found a 
water mill a mile out of the 
village up a form track Not 
only was the property 
derelict, it was officially 
condemned as unfit for 
human habitation. What 
made the Haydens want to 
swap their comfortable 
borne for a condemned 
property? “It had a two- 
acre pool and paddock and 
a stream r unning through 
its acre of garden. It was 
such a beautiful sight" 

With great difficulty the 
Haydens persuaded the 
local, statefy-home-owging 
landlord to grant a 60-year 
lease, for which they paid a 
few hundred pounds. They 
then found themselves in a 
Catch 22 situation. The 
council would not remove 
the order until the building 
was renovated and the 



Haydens would not 
renovate until they were 
sure that the order would 
be lifted. 

“Eventually my husband 
met the local surveyor 
behind the pub and the 
deal was struck.” In 1959 
the family sold their 
bungalow for the purchase 
price of £3,000 and, after 
two years of hard work, 
moved into what was by 
now a beautiful house. 

In the 1960s the Haydens 
“took advantage of the 
Labour government’s 
Leasehold Reform Act". 
They gave up the paddock 
for which they had no use 
but bought the freehold on 
the house, garden and pool 
for £2,500 in what proved to 
be an idyllic family home 
for almost 25 years. 

By 1983. Sheila's 
husband’s infirmity made 
maintenance increasingly 
difficult They sold for 
£90,000 and moved into the 
village where they paid 
£60,000 for a modern house. 
How did it compare to the 
mill? “At first I felt like I 
was in prison and was in 
absolute misery but we 
pulled it to pieces and 
made it our own,” 

After 12 years, Sheila's 
hip replacements and her 


husband's further infirmity 
prompted another move. 
They sold for £145,000 and 
went to live with family in 
Sutton Coldfield. Her 
husband lives nearby in a 
nursing home and Sheila 
enjoys security and 
independence. She recalls 
their property purchases 
with fondness, but has no 
advice for today's buyers: 
“So much was accidental, 
but it wasn’t a bad 
investment" 

Those moves in brief 
1 950 Bought air-raid 
warden's house for £500 
(and freehold for £600), sold 
for £1.500. 

1952 Bought bungalow for 
£3,000, sold for the same 
sum in 1959. 

I960 Paid £2,500 for the 
water mill’s freehold, sold 
for £90,000. 

1 983 Bought modem 
house for £60,000. sold for 
£145,000 in 1995. 

GINETTA VEDRICKAS 

If you would like your 
mooes to be featured write 
to: Nic Cicutti, Stepping 
Stones, One Canada 
Square, London El4 5 DL. 

A prize of aoo will be 
awarded for the best story 
published before 31 March 
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THE1NOEPENDKJ 
Saturday 20 Februai? 1993 


HOT SPOT 

Cambridge 


Definitely worth a punt 


C ambridge is so 
hot it's cold. So 
disproportionate 
is me imbalance 
between limited 
supply and mas- 
sive demand that gridlock has 
set in, for traffic and property 
alike. That’s the word cm the 
street, and it is true for the top 
end of the market - but plenty 
of morsels are available further 
down the food chain. 

“Cambridge Science Park 
and other hi-tech business 
parks contain a number of 
world leaders in their respec- 
tive fields. These constantly 
expanding research industries 
work in conjunction with the 
university, and a Cambridge 
address is important to these 
companies," says George 
Carey, who is a partner in Bid- 
wells estate agents. 

“There are not enough large 
family properties to go around. 
In the last two years prices 
have increased substantially, 
by 33 per cent to 30 per cent," 
says Mr Carey. “Large houses 
on the best roads are selling for 
£400,000 to £500,000. Even cash 
buyers from London who sold 
a town house and have plenty 
of equity are frustrated." 

When a house recently 
came on the market, soys Mr 


20 miles 


Science PSiRPw?- 


J?By- . 

* SUFFOUl 

^Cambridge! 






F --GREATER LONDON 

Carey, “we had 170 applicants 
on our books matching that 
property, and three buyers 
made offers over the guide 
price But supply and demand 
are more evenly balanced in 
the lower and middle ends of 
the market" 

His assessment is shared by 
Andrew Bradshaw, the senior 
negotiator at Pocock & Shaw, 
who notes: “The problem of 
available properties is acute, 
but this does not affect the 
first-time buyer at the lower 
end.” But he adds that “a huge 
number of newcomers to the 
area want large Victorian 
houses In central Cambridge. 
Demand for that kind of prop- 
erty is colossal." 

For large expensive prop- 
erties, buyers and sellers alike 
are locked into a vicious circle 
Bidwells quickly achieved the 


£535,000 guide price and had 
buyers to spare for a four- 
storey, five-bedroom house, 

“but the seller wants to go one 
step up to a detached house 
with a larger garden, and they 
are staying put until they find 
one". They may stay put for 
some time to come. 

The influx of newcomers 
has exacerbated the city’s traf- 
fic problems, which in turn 
affects the property market: 

“Many people want to be in the 
city itself because transporta- 
tion is a major problem, par- 
ticularly when schools are in 
session,” Mr Carey notes. 

“Prices are very area-gov- 
erned,’’ cautions Mr Bradshaw. 

“Studios in Cambridge are 
available for less than £40,000 
to £45,000, and three-bedroom 
1320s semis for £80,000, but 
prices are higher in the centre 
and in some especially desir- 
able pockets." 

Buyers who are prepared to 
redecorate can do very nicely. 

“What was de rigueur in the 
Sixties is now out of fashion," 
says Mr Bradshaw. “Town 
houses built in the Sixties now 
need updating, and they are 
located in various pockets." 

And their selling prices re- 
flect their tired condition. 

Robert Liebman Hi-tech industries and more traditional attractions are heightening demand 



John Lawrence 


the low-down 


Transport: One hour by train from 
Liverpool Street and King’s Cross 
stations. Stans ted and Luton 
airports are 30 minutes by can fly 
to Amsterdam from Cambridge 
airport on Su ckling Airways. 

Patience: “People are reluctant to 
rent in a rising market, but tf 


someone is buying from a distance, 
they should get on with their own 
sale,” says John Carey, of Bidwells. 
“Rent here for six to 12 months, 
explore the area and be in a good 
position when properties become 
available. Be on the spot be 
financially organised, and keep in 
regular touch with the agent who 


probably has hundreds of buyers 
on his books.” 

Prudence: The further north into 
darkest fenland the less accessible 
is the city - but the lower the 
prices. Mr Carey recommends Ely, 
H a cathedral city outside the 20- 
minute accessibility radius, but 


good value, attrac tiv e, and 
becoming fashionable because of 
the pressures on Cambridge.” 

Ely: A detached six-bedroom 
house has large rooms, double 
garage, separate office and a 
£275,000 price tag. “The same 
house 10 miles south would sell for 


up to £400,000,” says Richard 
Hatch, of Carter Jonas. 

Council tax; Band A is £455, and 
Band His £1,365. 

Estate agents: Bidwells: 01223 
841842; Carter Jonas: 01223 368771; 
Pocock & Shaw: 01223 322552. 



t hree to view 

COTTAGES: THE DEFINITE ARTICLE 
there are cottages 

and then there is The 
Cottage, a splendidly 

drunken structure, pink- 
washed with three 
bedrooms and three 
miles from Colchester; in 
Essex. The part-tiled, 

Wdsd.tes ta-get* 
century but it has recently been ©rtensivety 

aasassssssMSa 

8 P pJSnae2^-^5ft conservatory, there is a view 
across the garden to a pond and oldhaywam. Theresa 
beamed siting room, study 
framed garage, bam and swbibbpIwuw. • 
£ 355 . 0007 deta 0 s from Strutt & Parker <01206 763388). 

THE COTTAGE, in the 
foi^Wnghawiahir e village 
of Pitsone, is a Victorian 
semi so handsomely 
restored it was pictured 
as an example of perfect 
rendering by a DIY firm. 

Near to the Grand Union 
Canal, it has a 12ft _ .. , 

square sitting room with an open fireplace and stripped 
pine doors, a study and a 20 ft-by-i 8 ft tftcfaen/break&st 
room with a Rayburn set in a brick fireplace. Upstairs 
there are three bedrooms and a bathroom. 

The mature Victorian garden has a pato built of stone 

tho ught to come from the old station platform at nearby 
■Bring. There are greengage bushes, crab apple, hazel 
and wych elm trees, a herb garden and climbing roses. 
Offers of £185,000 through Cesare Nash (01442 827000). 

THE COTTAGE, seven MMPVjBftgBgSa:' r&'jj 

from Eastbourne Mj K~ 
m Wilmington, East 
Sussex, suggests 

something modest, but it 

is a Grade 31 listed, four- 

bedroom house dating Hl|| f 

from the 17th century 
and boasting views 

across the South Downs from its half-acre garden. 

The brick-and-Sint property - in need of some 
mode rnisatio n - has a large sitting room with an 
inglenook fireplace, built-in bookshelves and cupboard 
ami a large panril«Ni dining room with French doors to 
a courtyard. There are two bathrooms and a dressing 
room or nursery. Outside, the garden includes a pond 
and fig and walnut trees, and there are two garages. 
Offers over £325,000 to Strutt & Parker (01273 475411). 

rosaund Russell 




TEL: 0171 293 2222 


PROPERTY: RESIDENTIAL 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


7b Let 


7b Let 


REGENT LETTING LTD 

Tel: 0171 916 0313 ^ Fax: 0171 916 1607 


FONT HILL ROAD, N4 £170 PW 

One double bedroom Oat In Finsbury Park, lounge, 
fined khcbcn. Available now, 

CAMDEN ROAD, NW1 £175 FW 

One bedroom fiat, bathroom, fitted kitchen and 
lounge, heating and hot water inclusive. 

Available now. 

CHOMLEV PARK. N6 £-190 PW 

One double bedroom fiat Luge lounge, fully fined 
kitchen, washing machine, bathroom. Available now. 

OSPreY CRESCENT. NWS £200 PW 

Large one bedroom Oat in Camden, good size lounge, 
fined kitchen. ArallaMe In March. 

AGAR GROVE. CAMDEN, NW1 £220 PW 

A Urge first floor one bedroom flat, large lounge with 
open plan fully fitted kitchen, bathroom. 

Available now. 


CORNWEL ROAD, N17 £200 PW 

Three bedroom flat, large lounge, fined kitchen, 
washing machine, bathroom. Available 1st Maud/. 
CAMDEN ROAD, NW1 £260 PW 

Tfeo double bedrooms flat in Camden, large separate 
lounge with fully fined kitchen and washing machine. 
Available now 

PAVELEY STREET NW8 £310 PW 

Three bedroom flat, very Luge lounge, fully fitted 
kitchen with dining area, bathroom. 

GLOUCESTER PLACE, W1 £450 PW 

Lovely three bedroom flat in zone 1, fully fitted kitchen 
with washing machine, two reception rooms, 2-t hour 
porter, can be Tor four people. Available. 

ST AUGUSTUSES ROAD, NW1 £700 PW 

Beautiful eight bedroom house in a good location with 
very large lounge, fully fined knefaetv diner. 

AVAILABLE NOW. AfUST BE SEEN? 


Auctions 


MAJOR REGIONAL 
PROPERTY AUCTION 

Mainly By order of the Mortgagees 
•Ml Commencing at 12 noon 

16th March 1999-36 Lots 
Uaydock Park. Mwscysidc-0839 772206 

I^th March 1999-27 Lots 
Ramsidc Hail hotel, Durham-0839 772201 
18th March 1999-2-i Lots 
Windmill Stakis Hotel. Leeds-0839 772202 
FOR CATALOGUE ENQUIRIES PLEASE 
TELEPHONE THE NUMBERS ABOVE 
CALLS TO THIS NUMBER COST -t9P A MIN FOR A 
FAXFD UST THIS MAY INVOLVE A LONG CALL 


fw\ 


I A/ d PROPERTY 
VV CD ak;tio.\s 


Devon & Cornwall 


FIELDS, HOLSWORTHX NORTH 


Oustandmg residential development on edge of sought alter 

mortis town yet only 8 rrates tram North Cornish coasL 
Superbly appointed traditional style character homes on a 
south faring site bud to a high specification. 

"The Lodge House' (Plot 3) exceptional octagonal house 
offering me ultimate in individual Bving. £79,950 

Tbe Pooghffl' (Plot 13) occupying large hjliy enclosed pKR. 
a detached tmek built 2 bedroom bungalow £79,950 
“The Stanhope" (Plot M) impressive family residence. 

Haft Qoa!<room. mpgivScent Sitting room. Krtchm/Dmer. 
UOlny room. 3 Bedrooms (one en suite). Garage, ready far 
immediate occupation £954)00 


Safas Office now open Saturdays and Sundays 12 noon to 
4-OOpm. Full brochure, plans, eft, from Oufalopher Bond 
FSVA, telephone number 01409 254238, 
tax rumibflr 01409 254910, websfle addreee 
wtm.propertyiwiri d .iiau k /dii iri opfterhOfftf J 


London Property 


DomusNova 


Sutherland Place W2 
Freehold interior 
designed 5 storey 
house £875,000 
sole agent 


'.wav. Co rr ucric v -2 corn 


0171 727 1717 


CHELSEA 

Period Building in 
Beaufort St-. 2 bed 
ground floor flat 
77 year tease and head 
lease. Freehold befog 
negotiated. 
£235,000 

Tel: 0466 776521 (Mob.) 


CLAPHAM 

Unusually large CH 
Studio, pnv. entrance, new 
shwr. room and kit. 
Close to buses. BR and 
tube. fum. or unfum. 
Must be seen. 

£150 pw 

Teh 07071 225433 


CHELSEA, TBEGUXTER ROAD 
Elegant and well 
proportioned two 
bedroom, two bathroom 
flat in imposing building. 
P resented in immaculate 
order: Available 
furnished/unfurnfahed. 

£675.00 p.w. 

Peter Woods (London) Ltd 
0171 381 2424 


SOUTH KENSINGTON SW7 
Exceptional value two 
bedroom flat Within 
minutes walk of cube. 
Good size reception room 
with huge pado garden. 
Available fumtabed. 
£385.00 p.w 
Peter Vbods (London) Ltd 
0171 381 2424 


CHELSEA SWIO 
Huge, unfurnished, two 
bed. two huh (one cn suite) 
flat set in quiet garden 
square dose to iranspofl- 
Prtvatc patio garden, 
completely redecorated. 

£500.00 p.w. 
foer Woods {London) Ud 
0171 381 2424 


Greenwich 


Lancashire 


BURNLEY 2 bad Unacad house. 
Rental income 3k pa. £12400. 
01282 779072 or 0070 917421 


Richmond & Kew 


RICHMOND BRIDGE . Watch the 
riwor go by from Me now 3 tad 
him apartment Short or long iat 
E3A00 pern. W: Mradere 01 982 
732B43 


Herefordshire 


MA1DA VALE. W9. A low tun mod- ] SW6 Stunning Newly return'd 3 


em bouse c wmtiU nq at 4 bed*. bed. 1 bath. 1 e/s ehwr nn. hse 
3 baths, double recaption. QSP £380000 F.U 01 B1 340 078$ 

Md 52" CHWWICK Magnificent 0 bed, 4 

hom. totnt sole agents, ra*v war- Mdi. a« hsn. maiw ortokal tea- 


ringtone 0171 3723B88 


ba0>, del hse, many ongkiaJ fea- 
tures. QBQt 0101 348 0786 


Overseas Property 


PROPERTY exhibitions! 
>1 r IMA/ MARCH 1999 



Main front portion G 
□ Listed Georgian home. 
Sural location 10 
minutes city and 
excellent local schools. 
Half hour Mfi. 4 
bedrooms, 3 acres, 
cellars, outbuilding 
garage, pond, woods. 

oiro £300,000 
TeL 01432 S40036 


6th 301 

: 7th fan 

. Kkh WU 
13th SOI 
' 14th Sm 
I 17th Wed 
29th Sri 
2 1st fan 
! 24th Bed 
| 27th fat 
:28th Son 


Prance 


I redremeri. 
; bant 4b cMi 


DONCASTER Most House 

CREWE Juris Crewe Arms Hotel 

GATW1CK Cstirkk Moal House 

EXETER Bockenfi Lodge Hold 

CARDIFF Cardiff Moat House 

BANBURY Bambory House Hotel 

PERTH Stalls Hotel 

GLASGOW Glasgow Thistle Hotel 

READMG HoBday Inn 

LEICESTER Sialda Hotel 

NORWICH Nebon Hotel 

la lOoa-faa- W c d n t u d a y Ilf - 6pm 
ng the bed Cyprus lea k> ofler in Investment, 

. rafdentfad or holiday homes. Freehold emtow- 
ipleled YIQh, Maisoaklev Plan mad Apartments 


COSTA BLANCA Los Aleazarea. 
Tbp <n«i*ty new vOa* and appart- 
mants tot safe from £3Sk. For 
brochure and vldao con fe ct the 
UK sole agents nocfcwefl Vnia 
Sates, faepacdon tripe ammged. 
(UK) Tel/Fax 0106S 513488 Or 00 
34968 17534$ 


FRE NCH P ROPERTY 
Exh I bjlTION 


12TH - 14TH MARCH 1999 

ra ii.at/.WTOMvmsKT iea>.wn>ea>ni srx jmdamtchwph 
THE PAVILION' EXHIBITION HALLS, EDGBASTON 
CRICKET GROUND. EDGBASTON, BIRMINGHAM BS 

FRENCH nWTEKTY NWS, ^ Untroo IU1, Lc tttH STT:V 0CR- 
TffcrMBC i>m NH ilul Ybarra wtferc l»*n|H I H" '“■* fm 

HCTT-WC MCGEST a NEST EOnttmONS FOR HOMES WFBAXCH 


LCptOS tSttjfCS ^ 1 * 1 * 1,119 Property OcKlcpt 
I v - «n lenf. Lmdor: K3 C-ffi. 

[Tci: 01S1-3MSWL37SI Foe 0131-341 4344 
I cmait:pclro3(c;IopTo5^1cTiiocM:o.uk 


EXCEPTIONAL 2 bed cottage. 

views over AflarWc. 

□erryoaM, Karfy. modernised, 

DET ABED . Marta, Ramsey 3mfe, 
a'acr*. 2«t Igc. games. BM 15 
resiaurBiKfi. puns, snops, om _i n W/loo ilw. ci7fik. 01703 
£125,000 M. RlOfl Peter 01 10 4#t0f5 


Hampshire 




TIME is OF THE ESS 





therepur 

tease on 


report olS-rW; 
son oi ClUij. v 
tbemqur.-f^n 
sfitutionalK-i 



GUILDFORD GROVE GREENWICH 

• Gated, private development in Ashbumham Conservation area 

• Garage and parking to every property 

• Luxury kitchens with fully integrated Neff appliances ' 

• Fitted wardrobes to master bedrooms 

• En-suites to master bedroom & bedroom two 

• Only 5 minutes' walk to Greenwich BR station 

• DLR under construction with direct link to Canary Wharf jubilee line 

• Easy walking distance to picturesque Greenwich Royal Park 


A CLASSIC 

DEVELOPMENT OF ONLY 
11 LUXURY THREE. FOUR 
AND FIVE BEDROOM 
HOMES IN THE CENTRE 
OF LONDON’S HISTORIC 
MARITIME HEARTLAND 



Show home open Frida-, to Monday lOaniopm T fcLEPHQNE 0181 ‘—6^ 0 1 S 
or contact oar selling agents, Humphrey Skill tk Co 0 1 8 1“ 858 H02 



Et2f«P 




































